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Texas Soil and Water Stewardship Week Highlighs the Imprtance of Healthy Forests
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board, Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Texas A&M Forest 
Service, Texas Wildlife Association, and Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association have partnered to highlight Soil and Water 
Stewardship Week and the importance of voluntary land stewardship in Texas. The statewide campaign is April 25 through May 2, 
2021, and the focus this year is “Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities.”
 
Forest landowners are an important part of Texas agriculture and the stewards of this resource. They work closely with their local Soil 
and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and the Texas A&M Forest Service (TFS) district office to implement conservation practices 
that promote the health and sustainability of forests and forest ecosystems. These privately-owned forests contribute significantly to the 
Texas economy and provide numerous environmental and social benefits.

If recent events have taught us anything, it is that forests are extremely important. From the unprecedented shortages of daily supplies 
like toilet paper, to the health benefits of being around trees and nature during stressful times, forests improve our quality of life and 
our communities. To truly have a healthy forest, proper management and conservation is needed. Thankfully, many forest landowners 
in Texas are implementing beneficial conservation practices such as strategic tree plantings, prescribed burning, brush management 
to remove diseased trees and invasive species, native grass management, wildlife management, and even bee propagation to stimulate 
pollination. In certain instances, livestock can be included as part of a prescribed grazing plan to strategically manage the leaf litter, 
soil, and underbrush in a forested area, which can ultimately assist in preventing wildfires. Without these sustainable management 
practices, problems such as soil erosion, insect and disease outbreaks, invasive species encroachment, declines in biodiversity, and even 
catastrophic wildfires can occur.

Trees filter air, reduce ambient temperatures, absorb carbon dioxide, and produce oxygen. They help conserve energy by casting sum-
mer shade and blocking winter winds. Tree roots hold the soil in place and fight erosion. Trees absorb and store rainwater, reducing 
runoff and sediments after storms, which also helps recharge groundwater supply and prevent flooding. Essential products made from 
trees include paper products and lumber. Trees also offer habitat and food to birds, insects, lichen, fungi, mammals, and reptiles. 
Finally, trees increase our quality of life through a relaxing effect, reducing stress.

This campaign aims to bring more awareness and support to voluntary land stewardship because the way we manage our resources 
on private lands directly impacts our forestry resources. The Texas Soil and Water Conservation Board is proud to collaborate with 
conservation partners across Texas to promote the importance of land stewardship.

With proper management and the implementation of conservation practices, Texas forest landowners are improving and sustaining 
healthy forests. These forests not only provide healthy trees for production agriculture but allow for healthy communities of organisms 
in the soils, healthy communities of wildlife, and in some cases, provides healthy livestock for your own community. Your local SWCD 
and TFS district office have been assisting forest landowners and agricultural producers with conservation practices for almost 85 and 
100 years, respectively.

Partnering organizations in the “Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities” public awareness campaign includes Agriculture Teachers 
Association of Texas, Ag Workers Insurance, Ducks Unlimited, Earthmoving Contractors Association of Texas, Exotic Wildlife 
Association, Independent Cattlemen’s Association of Texas, Plains Cotton Growers, Project Learning Tree, San Antonio River Authori-
ty, South Texans’ Property Rights Association, Texan by Nature, Texas A&M AgriLife Blacklands Research and Extension Center, Texas 
A&M Forest Service, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute, Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council, Texas Agricultural Land Trust, 
Texas Association of Dairymen, Texas Cattle Feeders Association, Texas Conservation Association for Water and Soil, Texas 
Farm Bureau, Texas Forestry Association, Texas Grain and Feed Association, Texas Grazing Land Coalition, Texas Hemp Growers 
Association, Texas Independent Ginners Association, Texas Land Trust Council, Texas Logging Council, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, Texas Poultry Federation, Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association, Texas Water Resources Institute, and USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.

For more information on “Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities”, please visit www.tsswcb.texas.gov.
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Program Updates
• BUDGET & ACCOUNTING
     - The TSSWCB has suspended SWCD Information Technology Assistance and SWCD Audit reimbursements for Fiscal 
Year 2021 as a result of state agency budget reductions. 
     - An updated version of the SWCD Manual of Fiscal Operations is available at the SWCD resources section on the 
TSSWCB website. 

Important End of Year Dates and Deadlines for Fiscal Year 2021 
      -Important Dates and Deadlines for Calendar Year 2021 was released in February and is available at the SWCD resource 
section on the TSSWCB website. Highlights for 2021 Include:
 • There will be no more advance payments for District Director Mileage and Per Diem beginning FY2022.
 • There will not be a two thirds deadline for FY2021 Matching Funds. 
 • The deadline for submitting final FY2021 Matching Fund claims has been extended to September 30, 2021.
 • The deadline for submitting an Annual Plan of Work is September 1, 2021.
 • The deadline for submitting final FY2021 TSP (Farm Bill Assistance) claims is September 30, 2021.
Please note the SWCDs resource section on the TSSWCB website contains documents, forms and important updates to 
SWCDs in conducting their daily business operations. Please continue to check the resources section.

• FLOOD CONTROL PROGRAM
 The State Board approved $4,460,519 for dam operation and maintenance (O&M) grants for fiscal year 2021. Water-
shed sponsors are encouraged to submit proposals for O&M work that they are ready to implement and provide the local 10% 
share of cost. Proposals will be accepted until May 28, 2021. Work on funded proposals must be completed within 90 days of 
Purchase Order date. TSSWCB received a supplemental appropriation of $150 million from the Economic Stabilization Fund 
(ESF) in fiscal year 2019 for dam repair, rehabilitation, and upgrade. This funding must be obligated by June 5, 2021. Staff 
have contracted with sponsors for construction of 46 dam repairs. Twenty-one dam repairs have been completed. Designs 
are being prepared for an additional 6 dam repairs and 20 dam upgrades, as well as construction inspection of dam repairs 
currently in construction. Applications for additional dam repair and dam upgrade may be submitted if sponsors are ready 
to fund the local share of the project cost (5% for dam repair; 1.75% for dam upgrade). TSSWCB has also contracted with 
engineering firms for development of federal rehabilitation plans on 9 high hazard dams. Assessment of 29 high hazard dams 
has been completed. Additional federal construction funding was received on seven high hazard dams that are currently be-
ing designed. Currently, $124 million is needed to repair about 172 flood control program dams in Texas, and $2.0 Billion is 
needed to upgrade and rehabilitate about 500 high hazard dams where downstream urban development has resulted in public 
safety issues.

• WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN PROGRAM
 With the enactment of Senate Bill 503 (73rd Regular Session - Sims / Counts) in 1993, the Texas Legislature desig-
nated the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) the lead agency in the state for the abatement, manage-
ment, and prevention of nonpoint source pollution from agricultural or silvicultural sources. Additionally, the Legislature au-
thorized the agency to administer a certified water quality management plan (WQMP) program, complete with a cost-share 
program to incentivize participation and offset the cost of implementing soil and water land improvement measures, for lands 
within the state. For FY2021 as of March 31, 128 WQMPs have been certified on 39,730 total acres.

• HUMAN RESOURCES
 TSSWCB currently has 2 positions open, a Natural Resources Specialist III for the Mount Pleasant Regional Office 
and Program Specialist IV in the Panhandle Region. For more information visit: https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/contact-us/
employment

• NONPOINT SOURCE GRANT PROGRAM
 The 2020 Annual Report on managing nonpoint source pollution in Texas is jointly published by the 
TSSWCB and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and is a culmination of the State’s efforts to ensure and 
improve the quality of water in Texas. The report highlights the State’s efforts during fiscal year 2020 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. The report is available for 
download at https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/programs/texas-nonpoint-source-management-program. 
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• CARRIZO CANE ERADICATION PROGRAM
 The TSSWCB staff is working closely with the Soil and Water Conservation Districts to identify landowners to 
participate in the CCEP and working with law enforcement entities to determine high priority areas for cane treatment.  Staff 
is utilizing a CCEP geospatial database to document areas treated, identifying areas that need treatment, tracking contacts 
made with property owners and follow-up activities by county for reporting and planning purposes.  Staff is also beginning 
the status review process and will primarily focus on contracts treated in FY18.  The Carrizo Cane Program treated a total 
7,875.9 acres of cane, totaling $1,063,233.00, utilizing FY21 funds.

• FERAL SWINE CONTROL PILOT PROGRAM
 TSSWCB is working in partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute, and the Texas Wildlife Damage Management Association to administer the 
Feral Swine Control Pilot Program in the Canadian River Watershed, Upper Leon River Watershed, and the Upper Red River 
Watershed project areas that encompass Hartley, Oldham, Potter, Eastland, Comanche, Erath, Hardeman, Wilbarger, Wichita, 
and Clay Counties in Texas. TSSWCB is working with 9 local Soil and Water Conservation Districts to establish a smart trap 
loan program for farmers, ranchers, and landowners.  
 Education and outreach activities is being provided by Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute (NRI).  TSSWCB is 
also partnering with Texas Wildlife Damage Management Association (TWDMA) to support 6 Wildlife Damage 
Management Specialists. Highlights of the program can be found below:
                   - Smart trap loan program is currently available in Comanche, Eastland, and Erath Counties.  For landowners in 
Erath County interested in participating, contact the Cross Timbers SWCD at 254-965-3715 ext. 3 or the Trap Loan Techni-
cian at david.r.pipkin@usda.gov or 254-485-7867. For landowners in Eastland and Comanche counties interested in partici-
pating, contact the Upper Leon SWCD at 325-356-5186 ext. 3 or the Trap Loan Technician at david.r.pipkin@usda.gov or 
254-485-7867.
                      - Outreach and Education: Online educational resources can be found at: https://nri.tamu.edu/learning/
 Three additional pilot project areas in Texas were announced by NRCS, and include Dallam, Williamson, Milam, Bee, 
San Patricio, and Nueces Counties.  TSSWCB will work with project partners to implement the pilot program in these 
counties.  The second round of pilot projects are currently in the contracting phase. 

• COMMUNICATIONS

CONSERVATION AWARDS PROGRAM
     Congratulations to the 2021 Conservation Awards Program Winners!
 • Outstanding SWCD: Parker County SWCD #558
 • Conservation Farmer: Todd Ryan Westerfeld, McLennan County SWCD #512
 • Conservation Rancher: Broken W Partnership, San Patricio SWCD #324
 • Conservation Teacher: Sherrlyn Welch, Howard SWCD #243
 • Friend of Conservation: Stephen Deiss, Victoria SWCD #346
 • Junior Essay: Blaine Dahl, Hartley SWCD #152
 • Senior Essay: Brianna Latray, Limestone-Falls SWCD #501
 • Cadence De La Rosa, Kleberg-Kenedy SWCD #356 

ANNUAL MEETING OF TEXAS SWCD DIRECTORS 
 We hope you can join us October 4-6, 2021 at Kalahari Resort in Round Rock for the 81st Annual Meeting of Texas 
SWCD Directors! Details regarding the room block and pre-registration will be released soon. If you have any questions reach 
out to Molly Christensen at mchristensen@tsswcb.texas.gov.

• TSSWCB AGENCY UPDATE
     - All TSSWCB offices are open and staff is available, and accessible by phone, email, and appointment. 
TSSWCB programs continue without disruption in service. 

Program Updates Continued
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