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Background 
SWCDs have an evolving need for flexibility in accessing network services. In particular, SWCDs need 
an email system with adequate storage and a repository for essential files that are securely accessible 
from the Internet. To help meet these needs, the TSSWCB is offering Google Apps for Government to 
SWCDs in Texas. 
 
Features and Benefits 
 A Google Apps account for an SWCD includes many capabilities. Following are some of the features 
included in two key network services: 
 
1) Email –  

 New domain – the SWCD will be provided an address ending in swcd.texas.gov. The SWCD’s 
tx.nacdnet.org address can be forwarded to the new account so no mails are missed. 

 Gmail look and feel – means an easy-to-use interface. Additionally, accounts will not have ads 
and will have very high security. 

 30 GB storage – (shared with Google Drive) means more mail can be kept.  
 Calendaring – is included, with the ability to share calendars with other parties, if desired. 
 Contacts – Address Book integration is included. 

  
2) Google Drive (File Storage) – 

 30 GB storage – (shared with email storage) allows SWCDs to keep important files where they 
can be accessed from any PC (and most mobile devices) with Internet access.  

 PC access via Google Drive application – PCs can easily store and access files using the free 
Google Drive software. 

o Downloading Google Drive for installation on a PC is started from a browser logged 
into Google Apps. Instructions are at https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2374989. 

 Web browser access – file access is possible using a web browser on any PC.  
 Mobile editing – editing MS Office files in Google Drive from a mobile device is possible 

using the free Quickoffice application. For more information, visit 
http://www.google.com/enterprise/apps/business/campaign/quickoffice.html 

 Sharing – Flexible access controls allow files to be shared with other parties if desired.  
 
Learning Google Apps 
To help learn how to use Google Apps for email, network storage and other functions, SWCD 
employees should visit the Google Apps Learning Center at http://learn.googleapps.com. 
 
TSSWCB Assistance 
To request a Google Apps account for your SWCD, contact: 
Clay Wright 
TSSWCB Network Specialist 
Phone: 254.947.8547 
Email: cwright@tsswcb.texas.gov 


