
 
 

 
2011 Soil Stewardship Week Theme: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To prepare for the public speaking contest, students are to consult with their Ag Science 
teacher and use the Guidelines Packet accessible on the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board’s website.  The student is also to work with their soil and water 
conservation district (SWCD) as a local resource.  A statement signed by an SWCD 
representative must be attached to the submitted speech. 
 
If the student needs help finding information on how to locate and contact their soil and 
water conservation district, the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board will be 
happy to provide students with the name and address of the SWCD that serves the local 
school district. 
 
This program is a partnership between the Texas FFA, the Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers Association of Texas, the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board, and 
the Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

 
For more information contact: 

 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 

P.O. Box 658 
Temple, TX 76503 

(254) 773-2250 or 800-792-3485 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   ATSWCD 
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http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/


 
 
 
 

 
 
Three scholarships will be presented by the 
Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts at the annual Texas FFA convention. One 
$3,000.00 scholarship will be awarded to the first 
place contestant, one $2,000.00 scholarship will be 
awarded to the second place contestant and one 
$1,000.00 scholarship will be awarded to the third 
place contestant at the convention.  There will no 
longer be scholarships awarded to first place 
winners at the area level. 

 
Scholarship money must be used to defray costs of a recipient’s education at a technical 
institution, college or university of the recipient’s choice. All scholarships will be awarded 
directly to a public speaking contest winner’s chosen technical school, college or university in 
the student’s name upon proof of registration as a full-time student at the institution of higher 
learning. 
 
Expense Paid Trips:  The state first place scholarship winner and his or her advisor will 
receive an expense paid trip under State of Texas travel guidelines to the annual meeting of 
Texas Soil and Water Conservation District Directors.  The first place Soil Stewardship Public 
Speaking Contest Winner is required to present his or her state winning speech at the annual 
meeting of SWCD Directors. 
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To Access the Guidelines Packet  
 

1. Click on the Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board’s website: 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 

2. On the left side of the home page, under Program Quick Links click on “SWCD Information 
& Education.” 

3. Click on “Soil & Water Stewardship Public Speaking Contest” and scroll down for the 2011 
Program Guidelines Packet 

 

To Get the Student Started 
 
Using the prompt statements or questions noted in the speech outline on page five, the student is to 
center his/her speech on the theme “Forests for People—More Than You Can Imagine”.  The 
focus of the speech is to demonstrate knowledge gained as a result of research and personal 
consultation with the local soil and water conservation district.  It is further recommended that the 
student consult the listed resources that follow to gain a well rounded view of the theme topic.  Other 
resources may also be consulted in addition to the listed references. 
 

Resources to consider in developing the speech 
 

http://www.texasforestry.org/ 

This website provides information about the mission, role, programs and services of the Texas 
Forestry Association and how the organization works to protect the forest lands of Texas. 

http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/uploadedfiles/Sustainable/stateoftheforestfinalforpdf.pdf 
 

The paper presents an overview on the state of Texas forests.  Issues presented in the paper 
include topics on forest types, forest productivity and health, global trends, forest sustainability 
and the economic impact of Texas forests. 
 

http://www.lone-star.net/mall/txtrails/stateforest.htm 
 

The website introduces Texas’ five state forests and how each is carefully managed by the Texas 
Forest Service which is a part of Texas A&M University. In addition, the website offers links for 
more information from the Forest Service headquarters at Texas A&M at College Station. 

 
http://www.beagsmart.org/commodities/forestry.aspx 
 

The website provides facts and trivia about Texas forests and forest products. 
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http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/
http://www.texasforestry.org/
http://texasforestservice.tamu.edu/uploadedfiles/Sustainable/stateoftheforestfinalforpdf.pdf
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http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/benefits_download.html 
 

USDA Forest Service report that presents information on America’s private forests, private 
forest owners, pressures on private forests and other related information.  
 

http://www.environmentforbeginners.com/content/view/52/49/ 
 

Presents benefits of forests and consequences of deforestation. 
 
 

http://www.enviroliteracy.org/article.php/1372.html 
 

The website looks at the complexity of managing America’s forests. 
 

http://famoustreesoftexas.tamu.edu/explore-species.aspx 
 

This website memorializes Texas trees which have been witness to some of the exciting periods 
and events in Texas' frontier history.  For students and history buffs, the website links each tree 
to a specific period in Texas history. 
 

http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/uploadedFiles/Sustainable/econdev/economic_impact.pdf 
 

The forest sector is important to the Texas economy, especially in East Texas where most 
of the state’s commercial forests are located.  This website examines the economic impact of the 
Texas forest sector. 
 

http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/benefits_download.html 
 
Over half (56 percent) of America’s forests are privately owned and managed and provide a vast 
array of public goods and services, such as clean water, timber, wildlife habitat, and recreational 
opportunities.  This website examines private forests and their public benefits. 

 
 
Specific Instructions:  The speech must be between six and eight minutes in length.  For 
specific rules and requirements relating to the contest, consult the Degree Check Guidelines. 
 

 
Objective of Speech 
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The objective of the speech is to connect people to the forest in order to cause a higher level of 
understanding of humanity’s dependence on forests and forest products found in Texas as well as 
the United States.   

http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/benefits_download.html
http://www.environmentforbeginners.com/content/view/52/49/
http://www.enviroliteracy.org/article.php/1372.html
http://famoustreesoftexas.tamu.edu/explore-species.aspx
http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/uploadedFiles/Sustainable/econdev/economic_impact.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/fote/benefits_download.html


 
 

Introduction  
 

 Introduce the theme “Forests for People—More Than You Can Imagine”. 
 

 Set the tone of the speech with some engaging trivia about Texas Forests, products, or a 
famous historical tree in your locality. 

 
Body of Speech 

 

 State some facts about the benefits of forest trees.  How is the forest sector important to 
Texas’ economy?   

 

 Discuss some of the complexities associated with managing the state and nation’s forests. 
 

 What are some social and political issues that threaten or benefit private and public forests?  
 

 Discuss some points which present the current state or condition of Texas’s forests. 
(Example: productivity, forest health, environmental impact etc.) 

 

 What are some key programs offered by private and governmental entities to help private 
timber owners to manage their forest resources?  What do these programs do and what are 
their benefits to forest sustainability?  

 

 What are some examples of forestry (silvicultural) Best Management Practices (BMPs), 
utilized by private and public entities to help insure a forest’s health and productivity? 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

 What does the theme, “Forests for People—More Than You Can Imagine” mean to you? 
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* It is not required that the above questions be addressed in the speech as chronologically listed.  The student has 
the flexibility to rearrange the prompt questions in a manner that permits smooth delivery flow. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

I certify that ____________________________________ consulted with  

the __________________________________ Soil and Water Conservation District 

in preparation for the 2010 Soil and Water Stewardship Public Speaking Contest. 

 

 
____________________________________ __________________ 
(Student Signature)     (Date) 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________ 
(SWCD Representative Signature)   (Date) 
 
 
 

(This form should be submitted along with the  speech.) 
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