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WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN
PROGRAM

With the enactment of Senate Bill 503 in 1993,
the Texas Legislature designated the Texas State
Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB)
the lead agency in the state for the abatement,
management, and prevention of nonpoint source
pollution from agricultural or silvicultural sources.
Additionally, the Legislature authorized the
agency to administer a certified water quality
management plan (WQMP) program, complete
with a cost-share program to incentivize
participation and offset the cost of implementing
soil and water land improvement measures, for
lands within the state. While the TSSWCB makes
the program available on a statewide basis, the
State Board approves priorities based on activity
and geography to target the cost-share incentive
funding to the areas of the state that exhibit the
most need for nonpoint source pollution
abatement.

The purpose of cost-share funding is to provide
an incentive to landowners or operators to install
soil and water conservation land improvement
measures consistent with the purpose of
controlling erosion, conserving water, and/or
protecting water quality. Rule requires this be
done in accordance with a water quality
management plan certified by the State Board.

At the beginning of each month the regional
offices conduct a ranking exercise to rank all
Requests for Cost-Share Incentive Funding.
Regional office staff are working with those
producers who ranked out, to develop a certified
WQMP. Once the WQMP is certified an
application for Cost-Share Incentive funding is
completed. This application obligates funding to
that producer to be used to implement Best
Management Practices.

More information on the Water Quality
Management Plan Program is available at
http://lwww.tsswch.texas.gov/en/wgmp

POULTRY WATER QUALITY
MANAGEMENT PLANS

Due to highly pathogenic avian influenza outbreak
in several Mid-West states, TSSWCB, NRCS,
TCEQ, and EPA have stated they will not be
routinely entering poultry farms until at least after
June 1 unless essential situations occur that
require farm entry. The spread of the disease is
still continuing, and has become a national
disaster for the poultry industry. Tight bio-security
protocols will be followed if farm entry becomes
necessary prior to June 1 and possibly beyond.
This is a precautionary measure only, as no flu
cases have yet been discovered in Texas.

All poultry staff continues to update existing
WQMPs, develop new WQMPs for new and
proposed poultry operations, conduct CAFO
inspections on 20% of existing large poultry
farms, conduct status reviews of all poultry
WQMPs, and assist producers in obtaining
incentive funding for installing approved practices
on their farms.
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For more information on Poultry WQMPs, please
visit http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/poultry or
contact the Poultry Program Office at (936) 462-
7020.

TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires
states to develop a program to protect the quality
of water resources from the adverse effects of
nonpoint source (NPS) water pollution. The Texas
NPS Management Program is the State’s
comprehensive strategy for addressing NPS
pollution. The program publication is updated
every five years. The most recent revision was
submitted by the Governor in June 2012 and
thusly approved by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The Texas NPS
Management Program is jointly administered by
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ).

Implementation of the Texas NPS Management
Program involves partnerships among many
organizations. With the extent and variety of NPS
issues across Texas, cooperation across political
boundaries is essential. SWCDs are vital partners
in working with landowners to implement best
management practices (BMPs) that prevent and
abate agricultural and silvicultural NPS water
pollution.

More information on the Texas NPS Management
Program is available at
http://www.tsswch.texas.gov/managementprogra
m.

Nonpoint Source Grant Program

FY2010 — FY2014 CWA 8319(h) Grant Status
There are currently 32 on-going 8319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues.
Unliquidated federal funds for these 32 on-going
projects total approximately $8.9 million and are
primarily being used to implement BMPs to abate
NPS pollution from animal feeding operations,
grazing livestock operations and row crop
operations; provide technical assistance through

SWCDs for the development of WQMPS; provide
financial incentives for implementing certain
BMPs prescribed in WQMPs; support various
targeted educational programs; develop and
implement Watershed Protection Plans (WPP);
and implement the NPS portion of Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plans (I-Plan).

FY2016 Request for Proposals

On April 24, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff issued the
FY2016 Request for Proposals (RFP) for the NPS
Grant Program. The RFP was published in the
Texas Register, posted on the TSSWCB website,
and all SWCDs and cooperating entities were
notified of this funding opportunity. TSSWCB
SRM staff identified priority areas and activities
for this funding cycle based on the Texas NPS
Management Program and the 2012 Integrated
Report. The deadline for proposal submission
closed on June 5, 2015.

FY2013 — FY2015 State Grant Status

There are currently 25 on-going projects
addressing an array of agricultural and
silvicultural NPS issues. Unliquidated state funds
for these 25 on-going projects total approximately
$2.1 million and are primarily being used to
implement agricultural NPS components of TMDL
I-Plans; conduct Recreational Use Attainability
Analyses (RUAA); support increased analytical
infrastructure at public bacterial source tracking
(BST) laboratories; demonstrate innovative BMPs
on animal feeding operations and grazing lands;
and collect and analyze water quality data for
watersheds with impaired waterbodies.

Water Quality Planning and
Implementation

Coordination with EPA

On April 9, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley
Wendt, Mitch Conine, Liza Marshall, TJ Helton,
Wesley Gibson, Jana Lloyd] hosted EPA staff in
Temple for our annual end-of-year review (FY14)
of the Texas NPS Management Program and the
CWA 8319(h) NPS Grant Program. This meeting
included discussions on new Grant Reporting and
Tracking System (GRTS) requirements and the
status of TSSWCB’s CWA 8319(h) NPS grant-
funded projects.

Texas Clean Rivers Program
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The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state
fee—funded program for water quality monitoring,
assessment, and public outreach administered by
the TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring
and assessment in the 23 river and coastal basins
and associated bays and estuaries in Texas.

Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one of
the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP
partner agency has an established steering
committee to set monitoring and assessment
priorities within its basin. These committees bring
together the diverse interests in each basin and
are designed to allow local concerns to be
addressed through regional solutions.

The Texas Water Code requires the TCEQ and
CRP partner agencies to coordinate monitoring
and assessment activities with local SWCDs
through the TSSWCB.

The data generated by CRP partner agencies is
used to identify significant long-term water quality
trends and characterize water quality conditions.
Each CRP partner agency develops and
publishes an annual Basin Highlights Report and
a five-year Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ
also uses CRP-generated data in the biennial
assessment conducted for the Texas Integrated
Report.

On March 27, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian
Koch] attended a CRP Steering Committee
meeting hosted by the San Antonio River
Authority in Karnes City. This meeting was held to
inform basin stakeholders of the many on-going
activities in the San Antonio River Basin. More
information is available at https://www.sara-

tx.org/.

On April 29, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian
Koch] attended a CRP CMM hosted by the
Sabine River Authority in Orange. This meeting
was held to coordinate surface water quality
monitoring in the Sabine River Basin for the
upcoming year. More information is available at
http://www.sratx.org/.

More information on CRP is available at
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/clean-
rivers/index.html.

STATE DISTRICT Il

Lower Nueces River
Impairment:  Total Dissolved Solids

Concern: Chlorophyll-a, Nutrients, Sediment
Mechanism: WPP

Lead: TSSWCB

Projects: “Development of the Lower

Nueces River Watershed
Protection Plan”, Nueces River
Authority; Federal
$309,727/External $248,968

On April 7, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana
Lloyd, Liza Marshall] attended the Lower Nueces
River Watershed Partnership stakeholder meeting
in Corpus Christi. The meeting focused on
reviewing previously discussed draft chapters of
the WPP. Discussion on developing a logo for the
Partnership by the Education and Outreach
workgroup was also held.

On May 12, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana
Lloyd, Liza Marshall, Brian Koch] attended a
Lower Nueces River Watershed Partnership
Stakeholder meeting in Corpus Christi. The
meeting focused on discussing management
measures, education and outreach strategies and
measures of success to include in the WPP.
Logos were presented to the Steering Committee
to discuss and provide a path forward for
continued logo development.

More information, including the draft Source
Water Protection Plan, is available at
http://www.nuecesriverpartnership.org/. This WPP
has the potential to affect livestock and farming
operations in the Lower Nueces River watershed
below Lake Corpus Christi in Jim Wells, Nueces,
and San Patricio Counties.

Mill Creek

Impairment;  Bacteria

Mechanism: WPP

Lead: TSSWCB

Project: “Data Collection and Development
of Essential Components for the
Mill Creek Watershed Protection
Plan” Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service; State $299,955

Project: "Phase 2: Development of a
Watershed Protection Plan for Mill
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Creek" Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service; State $208,542

On April 27, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana
Lloyd, Brian Koch] attended a Mill Creek
Watershed Partnership meeting in Bleiblerville.
The meeting focused on finalizing and approving
draft chapter six of the WPP. Other topics of
discussion included review of WPP timeline and
draft chapters seven and eight of the WPP, which
outlines the implementation strategy.

More information is available at
http://millcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects
livestock and farming operations in the Mill Creek
watershed in Austin and Washington Counties.

STATE DISTRICT IV

Double Bayou

Impairment:  Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen

Mechanism: WPP

Lead: TSSWCB

Project: “Development of a Watershed
Protection Plan for Double Bayou”,
Houston Advanced Research
Center; Federal $1,023,614/
External $388,149

On April 21, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian
Koch] attended a Double Bayou Watershed
Partnership in Double Bayou. This meeting was
held to approve the management measures that
were put together by each work group,
Agriculture, Wildlife and Feral Hogs, Wastewater,
and Recreation and Hunting. Also, the first
chapters of the WPP were introduced to be
reviewed and approved by the stakeholders. The
WPP drafting process is expected to be
completed in Fall 2015.

On May 13, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian
Koch] attended the Trinity Bay SWCD #434
meeting in Winnie. Discussion was held on
creation/submission of a proposal for FY16 CWA
319(h) funds for a district technician. This project
would support implementation of the Cedar Bayou
and Double Bayou WPPs.

More information is available at
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds#doubleb
ayou. This WPP has the potential to affect

agricultural operations in the Double Bayou
watershed in Chambers and Liberty Counties.

Other State District IV Projects

Project: “Recreational Use Attainability Analysis
for One Segment in the Red River Basin
and One Water Body in the Sabine River
Basin”, Texas Institute for Applied
Environmental Research at Tarleton State
University: State $287,470*

On April 14, 2015, a public meeting was held in
Orange to discuss conducting an RUAA on Little
Cypress Bayou of the Sabine River. The purpose
of the meeting was to inform local stakeholders
on the intent of the project and define an RUAA.
The project will ascertain the actual recreation
occurring on a water body, establish or verify a
presumed use, and, if necessary, assign a more
appropriate use. The meeting also described what
the field survey consists of. Access to sites along
the water body for field surveys was discussed
with the landowners. More information is available
at http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html

STATE DISTRICT V

Gilleland Creek
Impairment;  Bacteria
Mechanism: TMDL, I-Plan
Lead: TCEQ

On April 28, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana
Lloyd] attended a Gilleland Creek TMDL meeting
in Pflugerville. The meeting focused on progress
during the fourth year of implementation and
activities planned for year five.

More information is available at
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmd|/69-
gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL and I-Plan
affect livestock operations in the Gilleland Creek
watershed in Travis County.

STATEWIDE PROJECTS (NOT WATERSHED
SPECIFIC)

Project: “Continued Statewide Delivery of
the Texas Watershed Steward
Program”, Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service; Federal
$417,398/ External $72,033
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A Texas Watershed Steward workshop took place
on April 21, 2015, in Palacios. Almost 30 people
attended the workshop that was sponsored by the
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Texas
Water Resources Institute and TSSWCB. The
training included an overview of water quality and
watershed management in Texas as well as
current efforts to help improve and protect the
Tres Palacios River and Bay. Attendees also
learned about community-driven watershed
protection and management. More information on
the Texas Watershed Steward Program is
available at http://tws.tamu.edu/.

On May 7, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley
Wendt] attended a Texas Watershed Steward
workshop in Kosse. Over 20 people attended the
workshop that was sponsored by the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service, Texas Water
Resources Institute and TSSWCB. The training
included an overview of water quality and
watershed management in Texas as well as
current efforts to help improve and protect the
Navasota River. Attendees also learned about
community-driven watershed protection and
management. More information on the Texas
Watershed Steward Program is available at
http://tws.tamu.edu/.

Upcoming Public Meetings

e June 1, 2015 — Mill Creek Watershed
Partnership Meeting (Bleiblerville)

e June 2, 2015 — Riparian and Stream
Restoration and Education Workshop,
Richland Chambers Reservoir
(Waxahachie)

e June 3 — 4, 2015 — Intro to Proper
Functioning Condition Riparian Workshop
(Waxahachie)

e June 4, 2015 — Upper Llano Watershed
Partnership Meeting (Junction)

e June 4, 2015 — GBC Water and Sediment
Quality Subcommittee Meeting (Houston)

e June 9, 2015 — TGPC Public Outreach &
Education Subcommittee Meeting (Austin)

e June 16, 2015 — Lower Nueces River
Watershed Partnership Meeting (Corpus
Christi)

e June 17 -18, 2015 - Intro to Proper
Functioning Condition Riparian Workshop
(Belton)

e June 18, 2015 — Cedar Bayou Watershed
Partnership Meeting (Baytown)

WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM

In order to help meet the State’s critical water
conservation needs and ensure availability of
water supplies, the TSSWCB administers the
WSEP to increase available surface and ground
water supplies through the targeted control of
brush species that are detrimental to water
conservation (e.g., juniper, mesquite, saltcedar).
The 83" Texas Legislature continued funding for
the WSEP by providing $2,135,413 in general
revenue funds for FY2015.

WSEP staff activities (from April 30, 2015 to May
22, 2015):

o WSEP staff assisted SWCD Directors with
WSEP issues at board meetings for the
Kendall SWCD #216, Pedernales SWCD
#218, Gillespie County SWCD #220,
Bandera SWCD #229, and Upper Nueces-
Frio SWCD #238.
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WSEP staff assisted Conservation
Planners in the Upper Guadalupe River,
Pedernales River, Frio River, Upper
Nueces River, and Edwards Aquifer
projects and worked with landowners in
several project watersheds to develop
cost-share contracts.

WSEP staff worked with project applicants
to assess unobligated funds from the
FY2015 project cost-share allocations in
order to consider reallocation of FY2015
grant funding to maximize expenditure of
WSEP funds during this fiscal year.

On May 1, 2015, the 16 Regional Water
Planning Groups (RWPGSs) submitted their
2016 Initially Prepared Regional Water
Plans (IPPs) to the Texas Water
Development Board (TWDB) for review.
Throughout June and July, all 16 RWPGs
will host hearings to receive oral public
comment on the IPPs. After the hearings,
there is a 60-day public comment period
and a 90-day public agency comment
period to submit written comments. After
which, the RWPGs will consider and
address all comments received and
submit their final adopted 2016 Regional
Water Plans to the TWDB no later than
December 1, 2015. WSEP staff is
reviewing the IPPs to ascertain how each
RWPG addressed brush control for water
supply enhancement. The IPPs are
available at
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/r
wp/plans/2016/IPP.asp.

On March13, 2015, Senator Carlos Uresti
introduced legislation (SB 1734) in the
Texas State Senate that would require the
TSSWCB to develop and implement a
program to eradicate carrizo cane (Arundo
donax) along the Rio Grande. This bill
would implement the Governor’s
legislative priority for border security.The
Governor’'s Budget request includes
$9.8M for Carrizo cane removal through
the TSSWCB. Carrizo cane is an invasive,
non-native species that impedes and
conceals the detection of criminal actors
and restricts law enforcement officers’

access to riverbanks. While this bill
supports border security, carrizo cane is
also a noxious brush species that
consumes water to a degree that is
detrimental to water conservation. As
such, carrizo cane is a species of interest
to the WSEP and is eligible for inclusion in
the program.

0 On April 28, 2015, the Texas State
Senate passed SB 1734.

0 On May 14, 2015, the Texas
House of Representatives
Committee on Agriculture and
Livestock held a hearing in Austin.
The Committee heard testimony
relating to SB1734.

0 On May 21, 2015, the Texas
House of Representatives passed
SB 1734.

o On May 22, 2015, SB 1734 was
sent to the Governor for his
consideration.

On May 1, 2015, WSEP staff attended the
Kerr County SWCD #217 Spring Range
Field Day at the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department's Kerr Wildlife Management
Area and the Stowers Ranch near Hunt.

On May 8, 2015, WSEP staff met with
staff of the City of San Marcos to discuss
technical assistance and financial
incentives available to the City to help
manage the Purgatory Creek Natural
Area.

On May 12, 2015, TSSWCB hosted a
WSEP Field Tour at the Stowers Ranch
near Hunt in Kerr County; over 20 people
attended the tour. In July 2014, the State
Board adopted the State Water Supply
Enhancement Plan, with changes to the
draft version made based on public
comments received. The State Board
directed staff to continue working with
those interested in improving the State
Water Supply Enhancement Plan. The
purpose of this public outreach event was
to continue discussions with the public,
particularly those who provided comments
during the public comment period. This
public outreach event focused on aspects
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of the WSEP related to conservation plans
for landowners and soil erosion potential
from brush control.

¢ On May 15, 2015, WSEP staff attended
the 6™ Annual Irion County Ranchers’
Workshop in Mertzon. A presentation on
the WSEP was given by program staff at
the meeting.

e On May 21, 2015, the State Board de-
allocated $590,803.02 in FY2015 cost-
share funds from seven projects:

o Edwards Aquifer — Sabinal River
(Bandera SWCD 229) — $4,200.00
o Lake Brownwood (Pecan Bayou
SWCD 553) — $191,100.00
o0 Edwards Aquifer — Nueces River
(Upper Nueces-Frio SWCD 238) —
$37,133.02
0 Lake Arrowhead (Little Wichita
SWCD 560) — $130,260.00
0 Twin Buttes Reservoir (Tom Green
SWCD 248) — $95,550.00
0 Twin Buttes Reservoir (Middle
Concho SWCD 234) — $59,000.00
o0 Canyon Lake / Upper Guadalupe
River (Kendall SWCD 216) —
$73,560.00
Also, the State Board reallocated
$350,000.00 in FY2015 cost-share funds
to three projects:
0 Twin Buttes Reservoir (Eldorado-
Divide SWCD 247) — $100,000.00
0 Lake Kemp (Wilbarger SWCD 537)
—$100,000.00
o E.V. Spence Reservoir (Mitchell
SWCD 207) — $150,000.00
The difference between de-allocated funds
and reallocated funds is $240,803.02.
These funds will be held as FY2015
unallocated cost-share.

More information on the WSEP is available at
http://www.tsswcb.texas.qgov/brushcontrol.

FLOOD CONTROL DAM PROGRAMS

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation
Board (TSSWCB) is appropriated general

revenue by the Texas Legislature to provide
grants to the sponsors of flood control dams for
operation, maintenance, repair, and rehabilitation.
The TSSWCB administers an Operation and
Maintenance (O&M) Grant Program and a
Structural Repair Grant Program, both of which
are administered according to rules adopted by
the State Board in 31TAC529. The rules for
these programs specify which flood control dams
are eligible for funding, the entities that are
eligible to apply and receive funding, and the
conditions under which a grant must be
administered, matched, and reported.

For FY2013, $2,050,997 was allocated to 69 dam
sponsors to conduct O&M activities on flood
control dams through June 30, 2015. To date
there is a balance of $239,961 that still needs to
be spent before the June 2015 deadline.

For FY2015, $1,000,000 was allocated to 69 dam
sponsors to conduct O&M activities on flood
control dams through June 30, 2017. To date
there is a balance of $858,144 that still needs to
be spent before the June 2017 deadline.

The TSSWCB has contracted with the Dalworth
SWCD to conduct a major repair on Mountain
Creek, Site 10, in Ellis County using $5,600,000
of FY2014 funds.

The TSSWCB has also contracted with the
McCulloch SWCD to conduct repairs on Deep
Creek, Site 8, in McCulloch County using
$362,000 of FY2015 funds.

TSSWCB has signed ten Project Agreements with
NRCS for $13 million in federal rehabilitation
funding for planning, design, and construction on
15 dams. TSSWCB has contracted for
engineering services on these dams.

The TSSWCB has contracted with M&E
Consultants to develop a rehabilitation plan for
Lower Running Water Draw Site 4 in Hale
County.

The TSSWCB has contracted with the City of
McKinney and the San Antonio River Authority to
provide state funds to assist sponsors with the
local share of rehabilitation costs on 5 dams.
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For more information on these programs, please
visit the TSSWCB's website at:
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/floodcontrol

Monthly Program News and Activities is published
by the TSSWCB for use by Texas SWCD
Directors. If you have any questions regarding its
contents, or have information you would like to
see in a future issue, please call (254) 773-2250.

CONSERVATION BOARD

75"' ANNIVERSARY
1939-2014

4311 SouTH 31°" STREET, SUITE 125
TEMPLE, TEXAS 76502

(254) 773-2250 http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov

Established in 1939, the TSSWCB administers
Texas’ soil and water conservation law and
delivers coordinated natural resource
conservation programs to agricultural producers
through the State’s 216 individual SWCDs. The
agency is governed by a seven-member State
Board composed of two Governor appointees and
five individuals elected from across Texas by
1,080 Directors of local SWCDs. The TSSWCB is
the lead state agency for planning, implementing,
and managing programs for preventing and
abating agricultural and silvicultural (forestry)
nonpoint sources of water pollution; administers a
water supply enhancement program through the
targeted control of brush species in areas in need
of water conservation; provides operation,
maintenance, and structural repair grant funds to
local government sponsors of the State’s network
of 2,000 flood control dams; and facilitates the
Texas Invasive Species Coordinating Committee.

Follow TSSWCB on Twitter, Facebook, and
LinkedIn!

" http://twitter.com/TSSWCB

http://www.facebook.com/tsswcb
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