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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local 
Soil and Water Conservation District Directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any 
questions about specific programs or projects please don’t hesitate to call your local field representative or 
our state headquarters.  
REX ISOM 
Executive Director 
 

 
UPCOMING STATE BOARD WORK 
SESSION AND MEETING 
 
The State Board has scheduled a Work Session 
on Sunday, July 27, 2014 and a formal State 
Board Meeting on Monday, July 28, 2014. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/boardmeetings, or 
by contacting Karen Preece at (254) 773-2250, 
ext. 245 or kpreece@tsswcb.texas.gov. 

 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 

 
 

• July 1st is the deadline for submitting FY 
2014, 1st, 2nd, 3rd Quarter for Director 
Mileage and Per Diem claims.  
 

 
For more budget and accounting information, 
contact Kenny Zajicek at (254) 773-2250 ext. 236 
or kzajicek@tsswcb.texas.gov 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB currently has 3 positions available at 
this time.  
 

• Engineering Technician-Hale Center 
Regional Office 

• Natural Resource Specialist III–Hale Center 
Regional Office 

• Administrative Assistant II-Dublin Regional 
Office 

For additional information or to download an 
application, visit 
https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/employment. 
 

 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
The TSSWCB Special Projects department 
provides coordination for the Annual State 
Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) Directors, facilitates open government 
functions required by the Texas Administrative 
Procedures Act, and directs the completion of 
other mandatory agency responsibilities such as 
publishing the agency’s Semi-Annual Report and 
coordinating rule-making functions. 
 
Annual State Meeting of SWCD Directors 
Mark your calendars for October 27-29, 2014 and 
plan on attending the 74th Annual State Meeting 
held in Galveston. 
 
Reservations open May 1st. Hotels being used for 
the meeting this year are the Hilton (877-425-
4753); the San Luis (800-455-0090); and the 
Holiday Inn (800-Holiday).  
 
Please ask for the Texas Soil And Water 
reservation block. The room rate for each hotel is 
$91.00 single/$125.00 double 
 
Please check our website for a map of Galveston 
and the hotels. 
 

 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board will be celebrating its 75th Anniversary and 
we plan on having an outstanding meeting. 
 

 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND 
EDUCATION 
 
State Soil Stewardship Public Speaking 
Contest 
 
Twenty finalists in the Soil Stewardship Public 
Speaking Contest will be competing for the top 
three places at the 86th Texas FFA State 
Convention to be held in Fort Worth in July. 
 
The first place winner in the contest will earn a 
$3,000 scholarship.  The second place winner will 
receive a $2,000 scholarship and the third place 
winner will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship.  The 
scholarships are provided by the Association of 
Texas Soil and Water Conservation District’s 
Public Information and Education Committee. 
 
The theme of the 2014 contest is, “Dig Deeper: 
Mysteries in the Soil”   
 
Conservation News 
 
Conservation News is a collection of readily 
available current news and information regarding 
natural resource issues. TSSWCB periodically 
distributes Conservation News via email to those 
interested. To subscribe, send an email to 
conservation-news-subscribe@tsswcb.texas.gov. 
Conservation News is also available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/news. 
 
Conservation Video Library 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2011 catalog can be downloaded at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/infoed/videolibrary. 
No rental fees are assessed to those wishing to 
borrow videos from the library. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the Conservation Video 
Catalog, then contact Loren Warrick at 
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lwarrick@tsswcb.texas.gov to check it out. The 
Association of Texas SWCDs will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will 
be the responsibility of the borrower. All videos 
must be insured upon return. 
 

 
 
TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires 
states to develop a program to protect the quality 
of water resources from the adverse effects of 
nonpoint source (NPS) water pollution. The Texas 
NPS Management Program is the State’s 
comprehensive strategy for addressing NPS 
pollution. The program publication is updated 
every five years. The most recent revision was 
submitted by the Governor in June 2012 and 
thusly approved by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). The Texas NPS 
Management Program is jointly administered by 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Management 
Program involves partnerships among many 
organizations. With the extent and variety of NPS 
issues across Texas, cooperation across political 
boundaries is essential. SWCDs are vital partners 
in working with landowners to implement best 
management practices (BMPs) that prevent and 
abate agricultural and silvicultural NPS water 
pollution. 
 
More information on the Texas NPS Management 
Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/managementprogra
m. 
 
Nonpoint Source Grant Program 
 
FY2009 – FY2013 CWA §319(h) Grant Status 
There are currently 34 on-going §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. 
Unliquidated federal funds for these 34 on-going 
projects total approximately $9.5 million and are 
primarily being used to implement BMPs to abate 

NPS pollution from animal feeding operations, 
grazing livestock operations and row crop 
operations; provide technical assistance through 
SWCDs for the development of WQMPs; provide 
financial incentives for implementing certain 
BMPs prescribed in WQMPs; support various 
targeted educational programs; develop and 
implement Watershed Protection Plans (WPP); 
and implement the NPS portion of Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plans (I-Plan). 
 
FY2012 – FY2014 State Grant Status 
There are currently 15 on-going projects 
addressing an array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Unliquidated state funds 
for these 18 on-going projects total approximately 
$2.5 million and are primarily being used to 
implement agricultural NPS components of TMDL 
I-Plans; conduct Recreational Use Attainability 
Analyses (RUAA); support increased analytical 
infrastructure at public bacterial source tracking 
(BST) laboratories; demonstrate innovative BMPs 
on animal feeding operations and grazing lands; 
and collect and analyze water quality data for 
watersheds with impaired waterbodies.  
 
Water Quality Coordination Activities  
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national 
importance and, through the federal CWA §320, 
is included in the National Estuary Program 
administered by the EPA. The Galveston Bay 
Council (GBC) is the stakeholder advisory group 
that coordinates the implementation of the 
Galveston Bay Plan, which is a Comprehensive 
Conservation and Management Plan developed 
under the auspices of the National Estuary 
Program. The TSSWCB is a named member of 
the Galveston Bay Council. 
 
On June 18, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch] attended a Galveston Bay Council Water 
and Sediment Quality (WSQ) Subcommittee 
meeting in Houston.  This meeting featured a 
presentation on a University of Houston-Clear 
Lake water quality improvement project, which 
used existing detention ponds to create wetlands 
that treat stormwater from the campus. The WSQ 
action plan was reviewed and edited, and 
watershed updates from project partners were 
also given. 
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More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
the Galveston Bay complex in Brazoria, 
Chambers, Galveston, Harris and Liberty 
Counties. 
 
Southeast and South Central Texas Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
 
The Southeast and South Central Texas Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(WCSC) is composed of about two dozen water 
quality monitoring and improvement partners, 
including other state and federal agencies, river 
authorities, national estuary programs and 
councils of governments. The WCSC is tasked 
with providing guidance to TSSWCB SRM staff on 
watershed planning activities in 47 counties 
across southeast and south central Texas.  
 
On June 12, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch, Jana Lloyd, Liza Marshall] attended a 
quarterly Southeast and South Central Texas 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
meeting in Columbus. This meeting featured 
presentations on the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership and the Edwards Aquifer Authority 
Habitat Conservation Program. Brian Koch led a 
discussion on future presentations and priorities 
for the WCSC.  
 
More information, including meeting materials, is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/cwp. 
 
Water Quality Planning and 
Implementation 
 
STATE DISTRICT I 
 
Other State District I Projects 
 
Project: “Recreational Use Attainability 

Analysis for Five Creeks in the 
Canadian River and Red River 
Basins”, Texas Institute for Applied 
Environmental Research at 
Tarleton State University; State 
$683,683* 

 

On June 9, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Wesley 
Gibson, Mitch Conine] and State District one Field 
staff [Jack Foote] participated in a public meeting 
in Vernon to discuss an ongoing RUAA on 
Paradise Creek and inform local stakeholders on 
the findings of the last field survey as well as 
release the final report for a 30-day comment 
period. More information on this RUAA as well as 
the Final Report is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/managementprog
ram/RUAAPARADISE. 
 
On June 11, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Wesley 
Gibson, Mitch Conine]  and State District one 
Field staff [Bob Gruner] participated in a public 
meeting in Wheeler to discuss an ongoing RUAA 
on Sweetwater Creek and inform local 
stakeholders on the findings of the last field 
survey as well as release the final report for a 30-
day comment period. More information on this 
RUAA as well as the final report is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/managementprog
ram/RUAASWEETWATER. 
 
On June 12, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Wesley 
Gibson, Mitch Conine] and State District one Field 
staff [Bob Gruner] participated in a public meeting 
in Borger to discuss an ongoing RUAA on Dixon 
Creek and inform local stakeholders on the 
findings of the last field survey as well as release 
the final report for a 30-day comment period. 
More information on this RUAA as well as the 
final report is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/managementprog
ram/RUAADIXON. 
 
STATE DISTRICT III 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Concerns: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP, UAA 
Lead:  TCEQ 
Project: “Implementing Educational 

Components of the Arroyo 
Colorado Watershed Protection 
Plan Focused on Agricultural 
Nonpoint Source Pollution”, Texas 
Water Resources Institute; Federal 
$202,443/ External $135,191 

Project: “Implementing Best Management 
Practices to Reduce Agricultural 
Nonpoint Source Pollution in 
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Support of the Arroyo Colorado 
Watershed Protection Plan”, 
TSSWCB-Harlingen Regional 
Office; Federal $183,741 

Project:  “Bacterial Source Tracking to 
Support Adaptive Management of 
the Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Protection Plan”, Texas Water 
Resources Institute/Texas A&M 
Institute of Renewable Natural 
Resources; Federal $465,555/ 
External $178,333 

 
On May 22, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt] attended several Arroyo Colorado 
Watershed Partnership meetings in Weslaco. 
First, the Habitat Workgroup met to discuss the 
WPP update along with current projects’ 
implementation. Lastly, the Arroyo Colorado 
Watershed Partnership Steering Committee 
Meeting was held. Roundtable discussion of the 
WPP update and what was still needed in terms 
of modeling inputs was held. Stakeholders 
provided feedback while reinforcing the need to 
continue implementation activities.  
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Geronimo Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
Project: “Water Quality Monitoring in the 

Geronimo Creek Watershed and 
Facilitation of the Geronimo and 
Alligator Creeks Watershed 
Partnership”, Guadalupe-Blanco 
River Authority; Federal $292,421/ 
External $191,435 

Project: “Implementing Agricultural 
Nonpoint Source Components of 
the Geronimo and Alligator Creeks 
Watershed Protection Plan”, 
Comal-Guadalupe SWCD #306; 
Federal $155,973 

 
On May 23, 2014, a Feral Hog Management 
Workshop took place in Seguin. Over 80 people 

attended the workshop. This workshop was held 
to implement portions of the Geronimo and 
Alligator Creeks WPP. The Geronimo and 
Alligator Creeks WPP identifies feral hogs as a 
significant contributor of pollutants to the creeks. 
Landowners recommended in the WPP that 
efforts to control feral hogs be undertaken to 
reduce the population, limit the spread of these 
animals, and minimize their effects on water 
quality and the surrounding environment. 
Presenters at the workshop were from state and 
federal agencies including AgriLife Extension, 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department Game 
Warden, Texas Animal Health Commission, 
USDA Wildlife Services and the Geronimo and 
Alligator Creeks Watershed Coordinator. Topics 
covered feral hog life history and biology, laws 
and regulations, current research, and control 
methods including hunting and trapping.  
 
On June 10, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana 
Lloyd, Liza Marshall] attended the Geronimo and 
Alligator Creeks Watershed Partnership meeting 
in Seguin. The watershed coordinator gave 
updates on community clean up events and 
upcoming workshops. An overview of the Master 
Gardener Program and the TSSWCB Water 
Quality Management Plan Program were given. 
 
More information is available at 
http://geronimocreek.org/. This WPP affects 
ranching and farming operations in the Geronimo 
Creek watershed in Guadalupe and Comal 
Counties. 
 
STATE DISTRICT IV 
 
Cedar Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Macrobenthic Community, 

Dissolved Oxygen, Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
Project: “Development of a Watershed 

Protection Plan for Cedar Bayou”, 
Houston-Galveston Area Council; 
Federal $804,000/ External 
$353,876 

 
On June 5, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt] attended a Cedar Bayou Watershed 
Partnership Meeting in Baytown. The central 
focus of the meeting was on the final modeling 
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results from the spatially explicit load enrichment 
calculation tool (SELECT) model. A modified 
approach for the SELECT model was presented, 
as requested by the stakeholders, which included 
a buffer area.  This modified method was well 
received by the stakeholders. Additionally, 
discussion of new WPP chapters was presented, 
which will be posted on the website and dispersed 
prior to the next meeting. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cedarbayouwatershed.com. This WPP 
affects farming and livestock operations in the 
Cedar Bayou watershed in Harris, Liberty, and 
Chambers Counties. 
 
Double Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
Project: “Development of a Watershed 

Protection Plan for Double Bayou”, 
Houston Advanced Research 
Center; Federal $1,023,614/ 
External $388,149 

 
On June 3, 5, and 10, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff 
[Brian Koch] attended Double Bayou Watershed 
Partnership work group meetings in Anahuac. 
The workgroups are Wastewater, Agriculture, 
Wildlife and Feral Hogs, and Recreation and 
Hunting.  These meetings focused on collecting 
and verifying data to input into the SELECT 
model, which will be used to help identify loading 
potential from different identified sources in the 
watershed.  Once all of the data is verified, it will 
be modeled and presented to the stakeholders.   
 
On June 17, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch] attended a Double Bayou Partnership 
meeting in Double Bayou.  This meeting featured 
the results from the data collected at previous 
workgroup meetings. Stakeholders were then 
encouraged to provide input on the data collected 
to help make the SELECT modeling more 
effective.  Also, the TCEQ presented information 
on programs that help local governments address 
various issues with pollution.  
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds#doubleb
ayou. This WPP has the potential to affect 

agricultural operations in the Double Bayou 
watershed in Chambers and Liberty Counties. 
 
STATE DISTRICT V 
 
Leon River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, UAA 
Lead: TCEQ (TMDL, UAA), TSSWCB 

(WPP) 
Project: “Implementation of the Leon River 

WPP through Technical and 
Financial Assistance to Repair or 
Replace On-Site Sewage Facilities 
in Hamilton County”, Hamilton 
County, Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service; Federal $365,976/ 
External $66,536 

Project:  “Coordinating Implementation of 
the Leon River Watershed 
Protection Plan”, Central Texas 
Council of Governments; Federal 
$205,305/External $162,913 

Project:  “Water Quality Improvement 
Project for the Leon River”, Leon 
Bosque Resource Conservation 
and Development Council; State 
$10,000 

 
On May 29, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt] attended a Homeowner On-site Septic 
Facility Maintenance Workshop in Hamilton. 
There were 9 attendees at the workshop. This 
workshop provided a basic understanding of the 
operational and maintenance activities of a septic 
system and explained how activities within the 
home impact the overall system. This workshop 
was put on as part of the Hamilton County On-
Site Sewage Facility Technical Assistance and 
Financial Incentive Program. More information is 
available at http://www.hamiltoncountytx.org/. 
 
A Texas Well Owner Network training took place 
in Hamilton on June 6, 2014. Over 30 people 
attended the training that was sponsored by the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Texas 
Water Resource Institute and TSSWCB. The 
training was focused on helping private well 
owners care for their wells and water quality 
issues in the Leon River Watershed. Topics 
covered included: aquifers in Texas, private water 
well basics, onsite wastewater treatment, water 
quality and quantity, and protecting your water 
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supply. More information on the Texas Well 
Owner Network Program is available at 
http://twon.tamu.edu/.  
 
More information on the postponed bacteria 
TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmdl/34-
leonbacteria.html. More information on the WPP 
is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/LeonRiverWPP.asp. More 
information on the RUAA is available at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/standards/
ruaas/ruaasbrazos. The WPP, the TMDL, and the 
RUAA affect livestock operations in the Leon 
River watershed in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, 
Erath and Hamilton Counties. 
 
Other State District V Projects 
Project: “Recreational Use Attainability 

Analysis for Five Creeks in the 
Canadian River and Red River 
Basins”, Texas Institute for Applied 
Environmental Research at 
Tarleton State University; State 
$683,683* 

 
On June 10, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Wesley 
Gibson, Mitch Conine] and State District five 
Board Member [Barry Mahler] participated in a 
public meeting in Iowa Park to discuss an ongoing 
RUAA on Buffalo Creek and inform local 
stakeholders on the findings of the last field 
survey as well as release the final report for a 30-
day comment period. More information on this 
RUAA as well as the final report is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/managementprog
ram/ruaabuffalo. 

 
STATEWIDE PROJECTS (NOT WATERSHED-
SPECIFIC) 
Project: “Delivery of Lone Star Healthy 

Streams Feral Hog Component 
and Providing Technical 
Assistance on Feral Hog 
Management in Priority 
Watersheds”, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service; Federal 
$491,227/External $312,768  

 
On May 22, 2014, TSSWCB SRM staff [Jana 
Lloyd] attended a Feral Hog Management 
Workshop that took place in Blanco. Over 90 

people attended the workshop. Presenters at the 
workshop were from state and federal agencies 
including AgriLife Extension, Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department Game Warden, Texas Animal 
Health Commission, USDA Wildlife Services and 
the LCRA Creekside program coordinator. Topics 
covered feral hog life history and biology, laws 
and regulations, current research, and control 
methods including hunting and trapping.  
 
Project: “Statewide Delivery of the Texas 

Well Owner Network”, Texas 
Water Resources Institute; Federal 
$478,135/External $318,831 

 
A Texas Well Owner Network training took place 
in Conroe on May 22, 2014. Over 60 people 
attended the training that was sponsored by the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Texas 
Water Resource Institute and TSSWCB. The 
training was focused on helping private well 
owners care for their wells and water quality 
issues in the San Jacinto River Watershed. 
Topics covered included: aquifers in Texas, 
private water well basics, onsite wastewater 
treatment, water quality and quantity, and 
protecting your water supply. More information on 
the Texas Well Owner Network Program is 
available at http://twon.tamu.edu/.  
 
Project: “Continued Statewide Delivery of 

the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program”, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service; Federal 
$417,398/ External $72,033 

 
A Texas Watershed Steward workshop took place 
in Victoria on May 22, 2014. Over 50 people 
attended the workshop that was sponsored by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service and TSSWCB, 
in coordination with Texas Water Resource 
Institute and Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. The training, focused on 
the Lavaca and Navidad Rivers watershed, 
discussed what it means to be a watershed 
steward, watershed impairments, managing urban 
and rural lands through the use of BMPs, and 
how to get involved in community driven 
watershed protection and management. The 
workshop included an overview of water quality 
and watershed management in Texas. More 
information on the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program is available at http://tws.tamu.edu/. 
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WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
The 83rd Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Supply Enhancement Program by 
providing $2,135,413 in General Revenue Funds 
in FY2014.  Staff has begun implementing HB  
1808 and the Sunset Commission’s 
recommendations.   
 
 
In order to help meet the State’s critical water 
conservation needs and ensure availability of 
water supplies, the TSSWCB administers the 
WSEP to increase available surface and ground 
water through the selective control of brush 
species that are detrimental to water conservation 
(e.g., juniper, mesquite, saltcedar). The 83rd 
Legislature continued funding for the WSEP by 
providing $2,135,413 in General Revenue Funds 
in FY2014. Staff has begun implementing HB 
1808 and the Sunset Commission’s 
recommendations. 

 
• WSEP staff published and distributed the 

WSEP 2013 Annual Report available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/reports#wsep 

 
• WSEP staff developed a WSEP 

Operations Manual that provides detailed 
guidance to program participants on 
implementing the program. 

 
• Also, WSEP staff developed procedures 

for conducting Status Reviews, which are 
currently being performed throughout 
various project areas. 

 
• Staff conducted geospatial analysis on the 

following FY14 project proposals to 
determine highest yielding areas: 

o Carrizo-Wilcox/Gonzales County 
o Lake Arrowhead/Miller-Brazos 
o Lake Nimitz/Upper Guadalupe 
o Lake Arrowhead/Archer County 

 
• On May 15, 2014, the State Board de-

allocated $244,703 in FY14 financial 
incentives from two projects, and 
reallocated those funds to the projects 
mentioned above. 

 
• WSEP staff will be sending a letter to the 

SWCDs regarding the WSEP policies and 
FY2014 reallocations that were approved. 

 
• WSEP staff attended the following Texas 

Water Development Board Regional 
Water Planning Group meetings to 
discuss WSEP issues: Region G (April 2, 
2014; Waco); Region 0 (April 23, 2014; 
Lubbock); Region L (May 1, 2014; San 
Antonio); and Region G (May 7, 2014; 
Waco). 

 
• A presentation on the WSEP was given by 

TSSWCB staff at the Region G and 
Region O meetings. 

 
• More information on the WSEP is 

available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol 

 
• On June 4, 2014, WSEP staff attended the 

Texas Water Development Board 

Upcoming Public Meetings 
• July 10, 2014 – Smith Creek RUAA 

Meeting (Paris) 
• July 14, 2014 – Choctaw and Iron Ore 

Creek RUAA Meeting (Sherman) 
• July 16, 2014 – Texas Groundwater 

Protection Committee Meeting 
(Austin) 

• July 17, 2014 – Arroyo Colorado 
Steering Committee Meeting 
(Weslaco) 

• July 17, 2014 – Texas Watershed 
Stewards Workshop, Onion and 
Barton Creeks (Dripping Springs) 

• July 22, 2014 – Lower Nueces River 
Watershed Partnership Meeting 
(Corpus Christi) 

• July 23, 2014 – Galveston Bay 
Council (Houston) 

• July 29, 2014 – LNRA Clean Rivers 
Program Meeting (Edna) 

• July 31, 2014 – Watershed 
Coordinator Roundtable (Waco) 
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Regional Water Planning Group meeting 
for Region G in Waco to discuss WSEP 
issues. 

 
• On June 4, 2014, WSEP staff attended the 

Hill Country Alliance roundtable in Blanco 
to discuss WSEP issues, the Texas Water 
Development Board’s State Water 
Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT), 
and priorities and opportunities for the Hill 
Country. 

 
• On June 10, 2014, WSEP staff attended 

the Texas Groundwater Protection 
Committee Public Outreach and Education 
Subcommittee meeting in Austin to 
discuss WSEP issues associated with the 
Committee’s Groundwater Educational 
Outreach Plan. The TSSWCB WSEP is a 
focus area for the Subcommittee in its 
efforts to implement the second edition of 
the Groundwater Educational Outreach 
Plan. 

 
• On June 19, 2014, WSEP staff attended 

the Upper Llano River Watershed 
Protection Plan Brush Control Working 
Group meeting in Junction. The group 
discussed details associated with 
developing the computer model that will 
be used to assess the feasibility of 
conducting brush control across the 
watershed to enhance water supplies. The 
TSSWCB WSEP is funding a portion of 
the development of the computer model. 

 
• On June 25, 2014, the Texas House of 

Representatives Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing in Austin 
relating to the exploration of opportunities 
to encourage voluntary protection and 
stewardship of privately owned lands in 
support of the state's water supply. An 
archived video of the hearing is available 
at http://www.house.state.tx.us/video-
audio/committee-broadcasts/. 

 
• On June 26, 2014, the Texas Water 

Development Board authorized publication 
of proposed amendments to the Texas 
Administrative Code relating to the State 
Water Implementation Fund for Texas 

(SWIFT). These rules are intended to 
implement provisions of HB 4 and SJR 1, 
passed by the 83rd Texas Legislature. The 
Legislature created the SWIFT to serve as 
a water infrastructure bank, to ensure 
financial assistance is available to help 
finance projects in the State Water Plan, 
and to provide an adequate water supply 
for the future of the state. The Texas 
Water Development Board will hold public 
hearings for the receipt of oral or written 
comments on this proposed rulemaking on 
July 24, 2014 in San Antonio; on August 
13, 2014 in San Angelo; and on August 
21, 2014 in Fort Worth. Written comments 
on the proposed rulemaking will be 
accepted until September 1, 2014, and 
may be submitted by e-mail to 
rulescomments@twdb.texas.gov or via 
entering comments on the webpage 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/swift/involved/i
ndex.asp. 

 
• On June 6, 2014, notice of the availability 

of the draft State Water Supply 
Enhancement Plan for public review and 
comment was published in the Texas 
Register. The State WSE Plan serves as 
the State's comprehensive strategy for 
managing brush in all areas of the state 
where brush is contributing to a 
substantial water conservation problem. 
The State WSE Plan also serves as the 
programmatic guidance for the TSSWCB’s 
WSEP. The State WSE Plan, formerly the 
State Brush Control Plan, must be 
updated and revised in order to continue 
implementing provisions of HB 1808 
passed by the 82nd Texas Legislature. The 
TSSWCB is accepting written comments 
on the proposed document through July 7, 
2014. Written comments on the proposed 
plan may be submitted by email. The draft 
document is available online at the 
agency’s website. 

 
• On June 6, 2014, proposed amendments 

to 31 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 
517, Subchapter B, Cost-Share 
Assistance For Water Supply 
Enhancement, concerning the agency’s 
administration of the WSEP, were 
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published in the Texas Register for public 
review and comment. The TSSWCB last 
adopted a comprehensive revision to the 
WSEP rules in March 2012. These rules 
must be amended in order to continue 
implementing provisions of HB 1808. 
Further, these proposed revisions to the 
rules are necessary to ensure consistency 
with the State WSE Plan and other 
programmatic policies and documents. 
The comment period on the proposed 
amendments to the rules is open for 30 
days. 

 
• On July 1, 2014, the draft State Water 

Supply Enhancement Plan and the 
proposed rule amendments will be 
discussed at a public hearing scheduled 
for 2:30 p.m. at the TSSWCB 
headquarters office located in Temple. At 
the hearing, persons and entities may 
present information and suggestions for 
any changes to the proposed plan. After 
the public hearing and comment period, 
the TSSWCB will address comments 
received and incorporate them into 1) a 
final State WSE Plan, and 2) a final 
version of the proposed amendments to 
the rules, that will be considered for 
adoption by the agency on July 28, 2014. 

 

 
 
TEXAS INVASIVE SPECIES 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
 
The Texas Invasive Species Coordinating 
Committee (TISCC) was established by the 81st 
Texas Legislature in 2009. The TISCC provides a 
forum for developing effective and timely 
interagency strategies and policies for invasive 
species control and makes recommendations to 
the leadership of state agencies regarding 
research, technology transfer, and management 
actions related to invasive species control. Many 
of TSSWCB’s programs support the state's 
invasive species management goals and 
contributes to achieving the goals and objectives 
of the TISCC. The TISCC is administratively 
attached to the TSSWCB. More information 
regarding the TISCC is available at 
http://www.tiscc.texas.gov/. 
 

• A TISCC meeting is scheduled for July 9, 
2014 at 9:00 a.m. in Austin at the Stephen 
F. Austin State Office Building. The 
agenda includes discussion on zebra 
mussels, floating heart, giant salvinia, feral 
hogs, Arundo cane, and saltcedar. 

 

 
 

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is published 
by the TSSWCB for use by Texas SWCD 
Directors. If you have any questions regarding its 
contents, or have information you would like to 
see in a future issue, please call (254) 773-2250. 
 

 
4311 SOUTH 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 

TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 
 

(254) 773-2250 http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov 

Established in 1939, the TSSWCB administers 
Texas’ soil and water conservation law and 
delivers coordinated natural resource 
conservation programs to agricultural producers 
through the State’s 216 individual SWCDs. The 
agency is governed by a seven-member State 
Board composed of two Governor appointees and 
five individuals elected from across Texas by 
1,080 Directors of local SWCDs. The TSSWCB is 
the lead state agency for planning, implementing, 
and managing programs for preventing and 
abating agricultural and silvicultural (forestry)  
nonpoint sources of water pollution; administers a 
water supply enhancement program through the 
targeted control of brush species in areas in need 
of water conservation; provides operation, 
maintenance, and structural repair grant funds to 
local government sponsors of the State’s network 
of 2,000 flood control dams; and facilitates the 
Texas Invasive Species Coordinating Committee. 
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Follow TSSWCB on Twitter, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn! 

http://twitter.com/TSSWCB 

http://www.facebook.com/tsswcb 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/968674 
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