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Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board
P.O. Box 658
Temple, TX 76503
(254) 773-2250
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/

Monthly Program News and Activities
January, 2007

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters.

REX ISOM, Executive Director

Budget/Accounting
• The agency’s Report of Nonfinancial Data was submitted to appropriate oversight bodies on December 29, 2006.

• The deadline for Soil and Water Conservation Districts to submit an approved annual financial statement or audit for
fiscal year 2006 was January 1. The TSSWCB is reviewing submitted statements and audits.

• The TSSWCB has an overall appropriation balance of 76% with 67% of the Fiscal Year remaining.

• Expenditures are accruing as anticipated and within budget through the first four months of this Fiscal Year.

Dates and Deadlines
• January 31 – Deadline for W2 & 1099 form to be mailed to recipients.

• February 28 – 2nd Quarter ending.

• February 28 – Deadline for W2 and 1099 to reach IRS if filing manually.

• March 1 – Deadline for audits to be approved.

• April 30 – 503 Cost-share funds must be obligated to receive 5% admin.

Human Resources
TSSWCB is not currently recruiting for any positions.

Resignation
Ben Brooks resigned on December 22, 2006 as a Nonpoint Source Project Manager with our Nonpoint Source Team.

Special Projects

State Meeting
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.

Semiannual Report
The TSSWCB January 2007 Semiannual Report to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House has been
submitted. A copy of the report is available on our website:

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/Jan_07_Semi-Annual_Report.pdf
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Public Information/ Education

Upcoming Events
SWCD Director Training Conference—to be held at the TSSWCB Headquarters on January 30 – 31, 2007. Twenty-One
directors are pre-registered to attend the training.

Recent Events
The Region IV Wildlife Alliance for Youth conducted its regional contest on November 1 at Stephen F. Austin State
University’s Experimental Forest. Ten 4-H and 40 FFA teams participated in the event. A total of 200 youth participated in
the contest. Top scoring teams in their respective categories were the Rusk FFA team and the Red River County 4-H team.

Top scoring individual in the FFA category was Joey Marchetti who is a member of the Rusk FFA chapter. Hunter
Westbrook, a member of the Red River County 4-H team was the high scoring individual in the 4-H category.

Kleberg-Kenedy Soil Survey Final Acre Ceremony—The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Kleberg-
Kenedy Soil Survey recently held a Final Acre Ceremony at the Dick Kleberg County Park in Kingsville, Texas. The
ceremony celebrated the completion of field mapping of Kleberg and Kenedy counties, which is approximately 1.8 million
acres.

SWCD Events
Salt Kill Revegetation Field Day—Approximately 40 people attended a field day, Nov. 1, 2006, at the J.W. Guinn Ranch
southwest of Olney, Texas to see the results of a salt kill revegetation project in Young County. There are many unproductive
salt-scarred areas in North Central Texas which are occurring naturally or from oilfield activity. The loss of vegetation causes
water quality degradation and sedimentation downstream.

Grant funds were received last fall for a CWA §319(h) demonstration project. The funds are from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and administered by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board and partnered with a local
sponsor. State Board Project Manager Lee Munz discussed the CWA §319(h) project funds available from EPA during the
field day. The Young County Soil and Water Conservation District teamed up with other sponsors, including the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Young County Extension Service, and Turner Seed Company for the field day.

Reduced Tillage-Nutrient Management Field Day—Eduardo Mendez of the TSSWCB Harlingen Regional office
addressed a group of over 60 agricultural producers on November 8 on the different programs that the Texas State Soil and
Water Conservation Board has to offer. The workshop was sponsored by Willacy SWCD and Helena Chemicals.

Other issues addressed at the field day included nutrient management, GPS, soil sampling, reduced tillage, residue
management, and pesticide rules and regulations including cotton stalk destruction.

Exhibits/Events/Video Library

Video Library

• Video requests have been issued and thirty-four videos have been checked out since November 16, 2006.

Watershed Model

• Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley and Laurie Fleet for  Ezekiel W. Cullen Middle School in
Houston, Texas on December 13, 2006.

• Watershed model demonstration by Laurie Fleet and Loren Henley for Hudson ISD in Hudson, Texas on January 9-
10, 2007.

• Watershed model will be taken on January 23, 2007 to Smith Middle School in Killeen, Texas.

• Watershed model will be taken on February 13, 2006 to Coahoma ISD in Coahoma, Texas.

Exhibit

• January 5 – 6 2007, for the Texas Young Farmers Convention in Tyler, Texas.

• January 16 – 17 2007, for the Mid-Texas Farm and Ranch Show in Waco, Texas.
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Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts
South Plains Association will meet on February 21, 2007 at PYCO Industries, 2901 Ave A, Lubbock, Texas at 9:00 a.m.

Conservation Programs

TWDB Agricultural Water Conservation Grants
The TSSWCB submitted an application to the Texas Water Development Board for a FY07 Agricultural Water Conservation
Grant. The amount requested was $100,000 for technical assistance funding to eligible SWCDs for support of planning and
implementing agricultural water conserving Best Management Practices (BMPs) on farms and ranches.

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program

Project Management

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act,
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects.

Fiscal Year 2007 NPS Grant Program Request for Proposals

On December 29, 2006 the TSSWCB published the FY2007 RFP (request for proposals) in the Texas Register and e-mailed
the RFP to all soil and water conservation districts and entities on our contact list. The types of agricultural/silvicultural NPS
activities that can be funded with §319(h) grants include the following:

• implementation of watershed protection plans

• implementation of the nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation Plans

• development of watershed protection plans

• demonstrations

• technical assistance

• public outreach/education projects

• monitoring activities to determine the effectiveness of pollution prevention methods

The deadline for proposal submission is February 16, 2007. The RFP can be accessed on the TSSWCB website at
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram

TSSWCB Launches Enhanced Website

The TSSWCB took another major step forward in their effort to improve communication with Texans by unveiling a
strikingly enhanced website. Although the agency has maintained a website since the late 1990s, this version features a
vibrant design with richer content and includes many new features. New features include conservation and agriculture news
links that are updated daily, a greatly improved program section that includes information on more than 50 ongoing nonpoint
source pollution prevention and abatement projects, a powerful search engine to help users find what they are looking for
more quickly, and a new format that creates more ease in navigating from one page to another. The website was developed
using federal CWA, §319(h) funds to enable agency staff to manage the content more efficiently and effectively. To view the
website, go to http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us

FY2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report

In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program
annually. Currently, TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the final stages of report development. The report will highlight
the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data, assess water quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source
pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future
generations of Texans.
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Envirocast

The TSSWCB awarded the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) $390,000 in §319(h) grant funds for a
project entitled Envirocast®: Increasing Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention Through Watershed Awareness in the Upper
Trinity RiverWatershed, or e-Life, as it is being publicized. e-Life (Environmental Life) is a new  public/private initiative
developed through the unprecedented partnership between the TSSWCB, NCTCOG and CBS KTVT-11 that consists of
broadcasting watershed education to the public via the news and weather reports at KTVT-11. Since the inception of this
project over 100 environmental news stories have been produced and broadcasted and 26 news stories were developed
specifically for website posting. To view the website, go to http://ktvt.iewatershed.com/index.php

Maintaining Sediment Prevention Through Repair Of Floodwater-Retarding Structures In
McCulloch County

The TSSWCB awarded the McCulloch SWCD $309,000 in CWA §319(h) grant funds to assess the extent to which that
floodwater retarding structures in McCulloch County prevent and abate agricultural nonpoint source pollution and to repair
16 of these structures. To date, seven of the structures have been repaired and the remaining structures are scheduled to be
completed over the next month.

Technical Assistance Supporting Cooperative Conservation In South Central Texas

In 2005 TSSWCB and TCEQ worked with NRCS to establish an Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) State
Resource Concern for Water Quality in South Central Texas.  The EQIP State Resource Concern for Water Quality in South
Central Texas is directed toward protection of streams impacted by bacterial contamination from livestock.

TSSWCB will administer §319(h) funds through the Atascosa County, DeWitt County, and Karnes County SWCDs for
support of three district technicians who will provide technical assistance to livestock operators in developing and
implementing WQMPs in the Elm and Sandies Creeks, Lower San Antonio River, and Atascosa River watersheds.  The
technicians will assist ranchers in acquiring EQIP cost-share for the implementation of BMPs through the State Resource
Concern for Water Quality in South Central Texas.  EQIP financial assistance will be available for BMPs such as cross
fencing, water wells, riparian buffers, watering facilities and prescribed grazing.

Water Quality Management Plan Program
At its July 20, 2006 meeting, the State Board approved FY-07 cost-share allocations for districts participating in the S.B. 503
water quality management program. The total amount approved for the 5 regions was $1,946,000.00. Two districts in
previously designated priority areas are receiving cost-share allocations for the first time in FY-07.

Upon notification of their allocations, districts are required to respond stating their willingness to participate in the program
and provide their designated regional office with average costs for practices eligible for cost-share assistance and the
maximum amount allowed per water quality management plan. Fiscal year 2007 began September 1, 2006 and districts have
until April 30, 2007 to obligate their cost-share allocations. During this time, the priority will be placed on developing and
certifying water quality management plans and obligating cost-share funds.

Another priority will be to work with districts to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are expended by August 15, 2007.

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans
TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit. The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption of
dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies.

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to
obtain permit coverage. To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h). They also must not
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S.
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Current status of poultry WQMPs:

Total existing farms 1428

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1347 (94%)

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 0

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 21

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development 57

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson
Farms.

85

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and Watershed Protection Plan (WPP)
Program

Recent Activities (December 11, 2006 – January 21, 2007)

On December 11-12, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt participated in a Copano Bay TMDL Watershed Tour which included
visits to the Fennessey Ranch and the Welder Wildlife Refuge. The team of agencies currently funding and facilitating
Copano Bay watershed projects met and discussed how to address concerns and issues previously raised by stakeholders.
More information on this TMDL project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/42-
copano.htm. This TMDL project has the potential to impact livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas
Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio Counties.

On December 12, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson Bayou WPP Land Use Work Group meeting. Discussion included
total agricultural acreage within the watershed and future growth predictions for the cities. Master plans from cities located in
the watershed and mapping of areas potentially served by OSSFs were identified as an additional need for the Work Group.
A draft of the State of the Watershed should be available in March, and a final WPP document will be completed in October
2007. This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-going Dickinson Bayou TMDL. More information on this WPP is
available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both this WPP and the TMDL have the potential to impact agricultural
operations in the Dickinson Bayou watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties.

On December 14, Kendria Ray attended the Upper Oyster Creek TMDL stakeholder meeting in Sugar Land. Discussion
focused on the draft pollutant load allocation for bacteria and the consideration of a use attainability analysis (UAA). A load
duration curve was generated and indicated a 73% reduction in bacteria loadings was needed in both the reach above and
below Dam #3. A UAA is being drafted for portions of waterbodies in the City of Houston and, if approved by EPA, may
have future applicability in Upper Oyster Creek. However, this TMDL project is proceeding without delay for the UAA. An
overview was provided of the stormwater discharge permit for small municipal separate storm sewer systems (Phase II
MS4s) which would impact areas of the Upper Oyster Creek watershed within the Urbanized Area defined in the 2000
federal Census. Additionally, status of the dissolved oxygen TMDL was discussed. Water quality monitoring data from 2003-
2005 will be used to develop a computer model (QUAL2K) of dissolved oxygen dynamics in the system. More information
on this TMDL project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL
project has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend
County.

On December 14, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek WPP Steering Committee meeting in Lockhart.
Utilizing information gained from stakeholders during work group meetings over the past several months, results from the
LDC and SELECT analysis were presented. For mid-range flows, reductions in bacteria loading of 59%, 12%, and 58% are
needed to achieve the water quality standard at the Uhland, Lockhart, and Luling monitoring stations, respectively. While,
nutrient loadings are extremely close to the screening criteria, both nitrate + nitrite and total phosphorus are below the levels
and a reduction is not necessary. Major contributors to bacteria loading in all three regions include OSSFs, dogs, feral hogs,
and cattle with a large unknown contribution. Stakeholders identified several critical issues that still need to be addressed
including accurately reflecting flow due to the increase in WWTF discharges over the most recent five years and more
accurately capturing the impact of total urban NPS, rather than just dogs, and other non-quantified wildlife sources. A first
draft of the WPP for review by the stakeholders will be distributed in February. More information on this WPP is available at
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in
Caldwell and Hays Counties.
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On December 18, John Foster, Richard Egg, Donna Long, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt hosted and participated in the third
meeting of the TSSWCB/TCEQ joint technical Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs at TSSWCB Headquarters in Temple.
About 20 people attended with another 15 on the conference call. Discussion focused on draft 2 of the Task Force report,
including comments on the Bacterial Source Tracking, Modeling, and Research & Development sections, as well as, the
recommended decision-making process for conducting TMDLs and Implementation Plans. The general consensus was that
no TMDL project should solely rely on a single tool to characterize bacteria in a watershed. The current draft of the
recommended decision-making process takes a tiered approach which includes meaningful stakeholder involvement in the
entire process, sanitary surveys to identify sources and characterize the watershed, intensive targeted surface water quality
monitoring, the generation of load duration curves, the development of less-sophisticated spatially-reference models and the
use of library-independent BST methods. The Task Force has January 8, 2007 as the target date to officially deliver a third
draft of their report to State Board Members and Commissioners for review. No other conference calls or meetings are
scheduled. All Task Force materials and documents are available at http://twri.tamu.edu/bacteriatmdl/.

On December 19, a North Bosque River TMDL Advisory Group meeting was held in Austin. The group reviewed
recommended changes and decisions reached from the July 2006 dairy focus group. Progress on model validation was
presented. Results from the preliminary 30-year hydrologic model calibration to measured yearly data raised concerns about
how the model seemed to over-predict low flow years, and under-predict high flow years. Despite these concerns, the current
calibration did fall within the pre-determined measures of model performance, but the calibration may need to be re-visited
when changes are made during the short-term hydrologic calibration. The short-term hydrologic calibration based on monthly
measured values will include site-specific modification of model parameters based on cross-sectional studies along the length
of the river. The short-term calibration periods were chosen based on the quantity and nature of the available data. The
calibration period will be from January 1, 1993 through December 31, 1997, and the verification period will be from January
1, 1998 through December 31, 2000.  Stream flows were split between base and surface flow so calibration could more
accurately capture the true nature of the stream flow. Because the Upper North Bosque River has a better coverage of
precipitation stations, the model prediction is better in the northern region as opposed to south of Hico. Discussion shifted to
the use of measured data from two PL-566 floodwater retarding structures to determine nutrient removal efficiencies. The
two studied reservoirs had typical characteristics compared to the other structures in the watershed. The need for a sensitivity
analysis of the nutrient removal efficiencies data was identified. Finally, BMPs used in the previous TMDL allocation
scenarios were reviewed to stimulate discussion on other potential BMPs that might be appropriate to consider this go-
around. Some of the new technologies described included lagoon clean-out and solids management, strategically locating and
building additional PL-566 floodwater retarding structures, injection of liquid manure beneath the soil, and manure vacuum
systems. More information on this TMDL is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/06-
bosque.html . This TMDL impacts dairy operations in the North Bosque River watershed in Bosque, Erath, Somervell,
Hamilton, Coryell and McLennan Counties

On December 20, John O’Connor and Aaron Wendt participated in a conference call on water quality monitoring associated
with the Lake o’ the Pines TMDL Implementation Plan. The group discussed various monitoring locations and regimes
needed to quantify improvements in water quality achieved through implementation of the I-Plan. The TSSWCB is
facilitating the development of I-Plan components that address agricultural and silvicultural NPS pollution. More information
on this TMDL project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL
impacts poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass,
Harrison and Marion Counties.

On January 9, Brian Koch attended the Plum Creek WPP Outreach and Education Work Group meeting in Luling. Keep
Texas Beautiful presented an overview of educational programs and partnerships from across the state about littering and
illegal dumping and sponsoring clean-up events in communities. Discussion on how these programs might fit into the Plum
Creek WPP ensued as illegal dumping has been identified by stakeholders as a top concern. In an effort to extend awareness
about Plum Creek and water quality, GBRA has partnered with six elementary schools in the watershed for the Plum Creek
School Water Quality Monitoring Project. So far, 760 fourth and fifth grade students and 18 teachers have conducted three
rounds of water quality testing, with additional tests scheduled in February and May. Results will be posted on the Plum
Creek website at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/ allowing participating students to view project results from across the watershed.
Discussion on utilizing CWA §106 funding from TCEQ to develop and implement various educational programs focused on
bringing Keep Texas Beautiful programs and the NEMO program to Plum Creek. This WPP has the potential to impact
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties.

On January 9, Brian Koch attended the Plum Creek WPP Agricultural NPS Work Group meeting in Lockhart. Brian led a
discussion of TSSWCB’s WQMP Program and discussed approved practices for cost share, differences between 503 and 319
funding, how the TSSWCB program differs from NRCS’ EQIP, and what it would take to implement the WQMP program in
Plum Creek. NRCS led a discussion on EQIP, including how practices are added to individual county lists, eligibility
requirements for producers, and practices approved for Caldwell County. Also, the group discussed eligibility, geographic
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scope and funded BMPs through the EQIP State Resource Concern for Water Quality in South Central Texas and the
potential to extend the area to include Plum Creek. Additionally, USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program was mentioned as a
program that could potentially be used to implement riparian buffers in the watershed. The feasibility of water quality trading
initiatives between municipalities and agricultural producers was discussed. More information on this WPP is available at
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in
Caldwell and Hays Counties.

On January 9, Aaron Wendt met in College Station with project leaders from the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station at
Vernon and at El Paso to initiate the next phase of the Buck Creek WPP project. The past several years have been dedicated
to collecting targeted water quality monitoring data to characterize the magnitude of the bacteria impairment. This next phase
will involve a detailed source analysis, including using bacterial source tracking (BST), to provided needed information for
stakeholders to develop a WPP. More information on this WPP is available at http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has
the potential to impact livestock operations in the Buck Creek watershed in Childress, Collingsworth and Donley Counties.

On January 11, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek WPP Urban Stormwater and NPS Work Group
meeting in Kyle. The lack of continued, consistent participation from several key urban areas across the watershed continues
to plague the success of this work group. Significant discussion covered quantifying the total urban NPS loadings, not just
dog waste, to Plum Creek. A GBRA study based on City of Austin data was reviewed in detail. How to quantify sanitary
sewer overflows and failing wastewater collection infrastructure for incorporation into the SELECT analysis was also
discussed. More information on this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to impact
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties.

On January 11, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek WPP Wastewater and Industry Work Group meeting
in Kyle. This meeting was dedicated to discussion of principals of WWTF design and operation. Stakeholders came away
with an understanding of wastewater treatment fundamentals as well as, a grasp of advanced treatment alternatives. Scenarios
for Plum Creek WWTFs were discussed. The regional planning initiative started several years ago with work by GBRA was
again discussed in addition to educational program needs for citizens who are connected to WWTFs. More information on
this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the
Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties

On January 11, the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership released its first phase WPP, available at
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. The plan encourages constructed wetlands to allow for fish and bird habitat and the natural
filtering of contaminants. Among its other recommendations, the plan encourages voluntary reductions by wastewater
treatment facilities, voluntary implementation of agricultural best management practices, improved wastewater infrastructure
for colonias, and public education efforts. Multiple TSSWCB-funded projects already contribute significantly to
implementation of this WPP. The local SWCDs are using CWA §319(h) grant monies for technical and financial assistance
to develop and implement WQMPs on farmland throughout the Arroyo. Texas Cooperative Extension is providing needed
educational programming for agricultural producers through a CWA §319(h) grant. Texas Water Resources Institute is
facilitating a multi-agency group, also with a CWA §319(h)  grant, who will be collecting current landuse data, surface water
quality monitoring data, and other information to more accurately characterize the loadings from agricultural NPS. The
Partnership will celebrate completion of the plan at an event honoring the many citizens and organizations responsible for
this effort on January 30 in Weslaco. The media is invited to attend the event. This WPP will impact farming operations in
the Arroyo Colorado watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy Counties.

Upcoming Public Meetings (January 22, 2007 – March 31, 2007)

January 23 – 25—8th Biennial State of Galveston Bay
Symposium (Galveston)

January 25—Gilleland Creek TMDL Public Meeting
(Pflugerville)

January 30—Arroyo Colorado WPP Pachanga and Media
Event (Weslaco)

January 30—Arroyo Colorado WPP Habitat Work Group
Meeting (Weslaco)

January 30—Arroyo Colorado WPP Steering Committee
Meeting (Weslaco)

February 1—HGAC Natural Resource Advisory
Committee (Houston)

February 6—Lake O’ the Pines TMDL I-Plan Ag NPS
Work Group Meeting (Pittsburg)

February 8—Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholders Meeting
(Jefferson)

February 8—Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous TMDL Public
Meeting (Houston)

February 8—Oso Bay/Creek TMDL Public Meeting
(Corpus Christi)
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February 13—Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholders Meeting
(Granbury)

February 15—Texas the State of Springs documentary
(PBS stations statewide)

February 15—Clear Creek TMDL Public Meeting
(Friendswood)

February 16—TSSWCB Clean Water Act §319(h) NPS
Grant Request-For-Proposals Submission Deadline

February 16—Manure Application on Legumes (LPELC
Webcast)

February 20—Plum Creek Feral Hog Management
Seminar (Luling)

February 20—Tres Palacios Bay TMDL Public Meeting
(Palacios)

February 21—Implementation of TMDLs and Trading
Through National Estuary Programs (EPA Webcast)

February 23—Hickory Creek WPP Stakeholders Meeting
(Denton)

February 26 – 27—Texas Wetlands Workshop (Austin)

February 27—Texas Forest Service Ecosystem Service
Markets Workshop (Houston)

March 8—TSSWCB Wharton Regional Watershed
Coordination Steering Committee Meeting (Columbus)

March 8—Plum Creek WPP Steering Committee Meeting
(Lockhart)

March 10 – 14—ASABE 4th Conference on Watershed
Management to Meet Water Quality Standards and
TMDLs (San Antonio)

March 16—Nitrogen Availability from Organic Sources
(LPELC Webcast)

March 20—NETMWD Clean Rivers Program Steering
Committee Meeting (Hughes Springs)

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program
CCC executive committee will meet in Austin, Thursday, February 1 at 1:30 p.m.

CMP Grant Cycle 12

Information on the program and proposal requirements is available online.

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/index.html

The grant evaluation team met in December to review the proposals. Final approval of the projects will be at the March, 2007
CCC meeting.

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative

Dairy Manure Export Support Project

Since the program began in the winter of 2000/2001, the rate at which haulers have been reimbursed has gradually been
reduced. The original rate was $2.25 per ton of manure hauled for the first mile between a dairy and the nearest composting
operation, with an additional $0.15 for each additional mile. On February 1, 2002, the hauling rate was reduced to $1.80 and
$0.12; in October of 2002, it was reduced again to $1.35 and $0.10; and in October of 2005 it was reduced again to $0.90 and
$0.08. On July 1, 2006, the final rate reduction went into effect, to $0.45 per ton for the first mile, and $0.04 for each
additional mile.

As of December 31, 2006 over 1,077,000 tons of manure has been hauled to commercial composting facilities since the
inception of this project.
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Texas Brush Control Program
The status of each project as of January, 2007 is:

Watershed 2007 Allocated funds
($)

Unobligated funds
($)

Treated area
(acres)

North Concho 50,000 0 327,286

Pedernales 200,000 12,082 63,210

Twin Buttes 500,000 15,734 241,186

Lake Ballinger 100,000 87,169 7,340

Oak Creek Lake Combined w/ Lake
Ballinger, Lake Champion

Combined w/ Lake
Ballinger, Lake Champion

16,092

Pecos (Saltcedar) 150,000 87,725 7,274

Upper Colorado (Saltcedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 823

Lake Hubbard (Saltcedar) 60,000 48,826 0

Lake Arrowhead 100,000 100,000 0

Nueces River 100,000 100,000 0

Total Acres Treated 663,211
The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column
Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project

E.V. Spence (Saltcedar)

TSSWCB—TDWB Water Conservation Report
Senate Bill 312, enacted into law by the Texas Legislature in 2001 and codified as Section 16.022 of the Texas Water Code,
directs the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) and the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) to
jointly conduct a study of ways to improve or expand water conservation efforts in Texas. In addition, Senate Bill 312 directs
the TWDB and TSSWCB to submit the results of the study in a report to the Texas Legislature as part of, or as a supplement
to, the State Water Plan. The law specifically requires that the report include the following:

• An assessment of both agricultural and municipal water conservation issues;

• Information on existing conservation efforts by the TWDB and the TSSWCB;

• Information on existing conservation efforts by municipalities receiving funding from the TWDB, as specified in water
conservation plans submitted by the municipalities as part of their applications for assistance;

• A discussion of future conservation needs;

• An analysis of programmatic approaches and funding for additional conservation efforts;

• An assessment of existing statutory authority and whether changes are needed to more effectively promote and fund
conservation projects; and

• An assessment of the TWDB’s agricultural water conservation program.

The Water Conservation Implementation Task Force (Report to the 79th Legislature and Best Management Practices Guide -
2004) and the Senate Bill -1 Regional Water Planning Groups (Regional Water Plans – 2006) provided significant and
valuable points of reference on water conservation for the TWDB and TSSWCB to conduct their study. Recommendations
put forward in the Water Conservation Implementation Task Force Report continue to be relevant to the discussion of ways
to improve or expand water conservation efforts in Texas. The 2006 Regional Water Plans addressed water conservation
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implementation challenges that must be resolved in order for Texas to realize the full potential of these measures to meet
future water supply and demand expectations. To complete this study, the TWDB and TSSWCB drew upon the knowledge
and practical experience gained by administrating many of the state’s principal municipal and agricultural conservation
programs and initiatives.

The report represents the fulfillment of the TWDB and TSSWCB obligation under Section 16.022 of the Texas Water Code
to conduct a study of ways to improve or expand water conservation efforts in Texas and to present their findings and
associated recommendations in a report to the Texas Legislature. The report also represents a continued strong endorsement
for effective and efficient utilization of water conservation measures, actions, and practices that will be critical to meet the
future water-supply needs of Texans.

The TWDB and TSSWCB submitted the report to the legislature in January 2007. To read the key findings and
recommendations in the report, visit our website:

https://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/TWDBTSSWCB_80th.pdf

More Information on Programs
For more detailed information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web:
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html
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Monthly Program News and Activities
February, 2007

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters.

REX ISOM, Executive Director

Budget/Accounting
• The TSSWCB has completed 1st Quarter Performance Measure reporting for Fiscal Year 2007. Performance for all

measures was as anticipated for the 1st Quarter.

Dates and Deadlines
• March 1 – Deadline for audits to be approved.

• April 30 – 503 Cost-share funds must be obligated to receive 5% admin.

• May 1 – 5% admin paid on obligated water quality management plans.

• May 1 – State Board Member Elections in State Districts I, III, and V.

• May 15 – Deadline for 2/3 Matching Funds to be claimed.

• May 31 – 3rd Quarter ending.

Human Resources
TSSWCB is not currently recruiting for any positions.

New Hire
Cynthia Geers has accepted the Clerk position and will start Thursday, March 1, 2007.

Retirements
Jerry Lee, Natural Resource Specialist IV in Dublin will retire on February 28, 2007.
He has worked for our agency for 12 years.

David Powell, Field Representative in Area IV will retire on March 31, 2007.
He has worked for our agency for 33 years.

Special Projects

State Meeting
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.
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Semiannual Report
The TSSWCB January 2007 Semiannual Report to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House has been
submitted. A copy of the report is available on our website:

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/Jan_07_Semi-Annual_Report.pdf

Public Information/ Education

Upcoming Events

Conservation Awards Banquets

• Area I - May 1

• Area II - May 8

• Area III - May 1

• Area IV - May 8

• Area V - May 1

Recent Events
SWCD Director Training Conference—Twenty-One directors attended the training held at the TSSWCB state headquarters
on January 30-31. See attached report for a summary of evaluation comments.

Informal Science Education Association Conference—Clyde Gottschalk and Laurie Fleet attended the annual conference of
the ISEA on February 28 at the University of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas. The purpose of the conference
was to brief informal education providers such as the TSSWCB and SWCDS on latest information to keep sponsored
programs current in accordance with state education standards. This is important to the SWCDS who sponsor summer teacher
workshops and to the TSSWCB who frequently presents soil and water conservation programs through school invitations.

Programs

Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest

The theme for this year is “Conservation’s Power” which again is in harmony with NACD’s annual Soil Stewardship Week
theme. Letters have gone out to the state’s 10 FFA area coordinators which includes a letter to Texas Ag Science Teachers as
well as the packet of materials to help them prepare a student interested in participating in the program. The area
coordinator’s responsibility is to disseminate the letter and packet of materials to all Ag teachers within their respective area.

Conservation districts were also sent via electronic mail and standard mail a letter announcing this year’s program. Included
with the letter was the program material as being disseminated to the Ag teachers.

Follow up communication with the 10 area coordinators will be implemented in mid-March to determine where and when
area contests will be held. The purpose of this follow up communication is to get a better handle on who the area contest
winners are in order to better manage the scholarship program.

Wildlife Alliance for Youth Program

Planning is currently underway for local, area, and regional contests. Since the TSSWCB, ATSWCDS, and local soil and
water conservation districts are sponsoring entities of the program, this office has liaison responsibilities with all levels of the
program. As a result, my assigned duties are to coordinate correspondence necessary to communicate with members of the
alliance, manage the financial affairs of the organization, and to serve on the state steering committee.

Scheduled dates for the 2007 regional and state contest are:

• April 10—Region I

• April 10—Region II

• April 13—Region III

• April 24—Region V
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• May 8—State Contest

Upcoming tasks—The objective this year is to communicate with soil and water conservation districts in Areas I, II, III and V
to ascertain the number of FFA students and 4-H youth who participate in the program at the local and area levels.
Conservation districts in Area IV have already been surveyed because local and area contests are held in the fall. Data will
also be collected on participation at the regional and state level. This data will be used to develop promotional material to
secure corporate sponsorship of the program to make the program more attractive to Ag teachers in the state to incorporate
the wildlife management course into their curriculum.

NASCA Project

A little background on the project: The State of Pennsylvania developed a training tool for their conservation districts titled,
“Building for Tomorrow. In short, it is a district leadership development program that conveys a unified message about the
state and local district program. The tool is used by PA for training conservation district officials and for general public use
for persons who wish to know more about the soil and water conservation district program in the state.

The program is divided into several components. There is a narration by the executive director who takes the district or an
interested party through all the key programs that the state agency administers and then he moves into the operation of the
state’s conservation districts. In addition to the narrated component of the program there are links programmed into the
training disk that permits the district to pick and choose topics of relevance that covers all areas of a conservation district’s
operations which in turn permits a board of directors to select topics in which they need information or refresher information.

As a result of this well developed program the National Association of State Conservation Administrators contracted with the
producer of the program to develop a template that permits other states to build a similar program.

TSSWCB staff has reviewed Pennsylvania’s material very carefully and found that much of their program can be modified
and adapted to meet Texas’ needs. Other material to meet Texas’ needs are currently being developed or will in the near
future be developed to create a tool that will deliver a unified message about the state’s conservation programs.

Exhibits/Events/Video Library

Video Library

• I. Video Requests have been issued and seventeen videos have been checked out since January 16, 2007.

Watershed Model

• Watershed Model demonstration by Laurie Fleet and Loren Henley for Hudson ISD in Hudson, TX on January 9-10.

• Watershed Model demonstration by Laurie Fleet on January 23, 2007for Smith Middle School in Killeen, TX.

• Watershed will be taken by Kendria Ray and presented at the National Ag Week event on March 22-30, 2007.

• Watershed will be taken by Loren Henley to Coahoma, TX on April 11, 2007 to demonstrate to Coahoma ISD.

• Watershed will be taken by Loren Henley to Central Texas Earth Day Spectacular Event on April 23-24, 2007 in
Killeen, TX.

Exhibit

• Exhibit will be presented at TCRA (Texas Cattle Raisers) Show in Fort Worth on March 23-26, 2007.

• Exhibit will be presented at the National Ag Week Event on March 22-30, 2007.

• Exhibit will be presented at the Education Day Event in San Angelo on March 9, 2007.

• Exhibit will be presented at the Central Texas Earth Day Spectacular Event in Killeen, Texas on April 23-24, 2007.

Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts
Panhandle Association semi-annual meeting was held on February 22, 2007 at the Texas A&M Research and Extension
Center, 6500 Amarillo Blvd. West, Amarillo, TX.

A joint meeting of the South Texas and South Central Texas Associations will be held on February 27, 2007 at the Longhorn
Museum, 1959 Hwy 97, Pleasanton, TX.
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Gulf Coast Association will be meeting on February 28, 2007 at the Harry Hafernick Center located in Brackenridge State
Park on Lake Texana near Edna, TX.

Conservation Programs

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program

Project Management

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act,
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects.

Fiscal Year 2007 NPS Grant Program Request for Proposals

On December 29, 2006 the TSSWCB published the FY2007 RFP (request for proposals) in the Texas Register and e-mailed
the RFP to all soil and water conservation districts and entities on our contact list. The types of agricultural/silvicultural NPS
activities that can be funded with §319(h) grants include the following:

• implementation of watershed protection plans

• implementation of the nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation Plans

• development of watershed protection plans

• demonstrations

• technical assistance

• public outreach/education projects

• monitoring activities to determine the effectiveness of pollution prevention methods

The deadline for proposal submission is February 16, 2007. The RFP can be accessed on the TSSWCB website at
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram

TSSWCB Launches Enhanced Website

The TSSWCB took another major step forward in their effort to improve communication with Texans by unveiling a
strikingly enhanced website. Although the agency has maintained a website since the late 1990s, this version features a
vibrant design with richer content and includes many new features. New features include conservation and agriculture news
links that are updated daily, a greatly improved program section that includes information on more than 50 ongoing nonpoint
source pollution prevention and abatement projects, a powerful search engine to help users find what they are looking for
more quickly, and a new format that creates more ease in navigating from one page to another. The website was developed
using federal CWA, §319(h) funds to enable agency staff to manage the content more efficiently and effectively. To view the
website, go to http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us

FY2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report

In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program
annually. Currently, TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the final stages of report development. The report will highlight
the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data, assess water quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source
pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future
generations of Texans.

Water Quality Management Plan Program
At its July 20, 2006 meeting, the State Board approved FY-07 cost-share allocations for districts participating in the S.B. 503
water quality management program. The total amount approved for the 5 regions was $1,946,000.00. Two districts in
previously designated priority areas are receiving cost-share allocations for the first time in FY-07.
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Upon notification of their allocations, districts are required to respond stating their willingness to participate in the program
and provide their designated regional office with average costs for practices eligible for cost-share assistance and the
maximum amount allowed per water quality management plan. Fiscal year 2007 began September 1, 2006 and districts have
until April 30, 2007 to obligate their cost-share allocations. During this time, the priority will be placed on developing and
certifying water quality management plans and obligating cost-share funds.

Another priority will be to work with districts to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are expended by August 15, 2007.

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans
TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit. The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption of
dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies.

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to
obtain permit coverage. To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h). They also must not
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S.

Current status of poultry WQMPs:

Total existing farms 1428

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1347 (94%)

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 0

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 21

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development 57

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson
Farms.

85

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and Watershed Protection Plan (WPP)
Program

Recent Activities (January 22, 2007 – February 25, 2007)

Carter Miska and Brian Koch attended the 8th Biennial State of Galveston Bay Symposium in Galveston, January 23 – 25.
The symposium—Charting the Course to 2015: People, the Bay, and the Future—focused on exploring potential impacts of
projected population growth on Galveston Bay and its supporting landscapes. The first day included field trips to different
points of interest in and around Galveston Bay. The plenary sessions featured federal, state, and local policy makers and
resource managers who addressed challenges to water supply, water quality, habitat, fish and wildlife, and people; and
discussed opportunities to shape the region’s future through cooperative management of its natural resources. The strategies
will be outlined to enhance manage3ment toward a sustainable Galveston Bay for generations to come. More information is
available at http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/.

On January 25, Aaron Wendt attended a Gilleland Creek TMDL Public Stakeholder meeting in Pflugerville. The Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality has released this bacteria TMDL for public comment. Gilleland Creek exceeds both
the geometric mean and single sample water quality criteria. The endpoint for this TMDL is based solely on achieving the
single sample water quality criterion. The draft TMDL utilizes a single load duration curve to conclude that bacteria loading
to Gilleland Creek is of a nonpoint source origin. This draft TMDL calls for no reductions in point source loadings predicated
on permitted dischargers maintaining compliance with current permits. The TMDL calls for a 93% reduction at high flows
and a 64% reduction at moderate flows from nonpoint sources of bacteria. The 30-day public comment period on this draft
TMDL closes on March 12, 2007. To submit comments or for more information on this TMDL project see
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. The Lower Colorado River Authority
is facilitating the stakeholder group discussing implementation strategies to achieve the significant nonpoint source load
reductions in this draft TMDL. This TMDL project will impact livestock operations in the Gilleland Creek watershed in
Travis County.
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On January 30, José Dodier, Ronnie Ramirez, Fidencio Mesa and Aaron Wendt attended the Arroyo Colorado WPP
Pachanga and Media Event in Weslaco. Also on January 30, Aaron Wendt attended an Arroyo Colorado WPP Habitat
Work Group Meeting and Andy Garza and Aaron Wendt attended an Arroyo Colorado WPP Steering Committee Meeting,
both in Weslaco. At the Pachanga and Media Event, the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership publicly rolled-out its first
phase WPP. The Partnership celebrated completion of the plan by honoring the many citizens and organizations responsible
for this effort. The plan encourages constructed wetlands to allow for fish and bird habitat and the natural filtering of
contaminants. Among its other recommendations, the plan encourages voluntary reductions by wastewater treatment
facilities, improved wastewater infrastructure for colonias, and public education efforts. To address agricultural nonpoint
source pollution, the WPP calls for the voluntary adoption of BMPs to reduce suspended sediment levels resulting from
cropland erosion, oxygen demanding organic material from runoff of crop residue, and nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizer
runoff from irrigated cropland fields. The WPP sets the ambitious goal of achieving the adoption of BMPs on 33% of the
irrigated cropland by 2010 and 50% by 2015. Current irrigated cropland is estimated at 300,000 acres. TSSWCB is currently
administering $1.6 million in federal CWA 319(h) grant monies on various projects that contribute to the implementation of
this WPP through technical and financial assistance to develop and implement WQMPs, educational programming, and
collecting current landuse data and surface water quality monitoring data. More information on this WPP is available at
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP impacts farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado watershed in Cameron,
Hidalgo and Willacy Counties.

Donna Long and Aaron Wendt attended a 2006 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List Data Providers meeting
in Austin on January 31 and February 1. The federal Clean Water Act requires Texas to develop and publish every two years
a list of impaired waterbodies. TCEQ is currently engaged in the 2006 water quality assessment. This workshop provided an
opportunity for data providers, most significantly the Clean Rivers Program partners including river authorities and others, to
discuss water quality data being used for this assessment. Impairment status and potential sources of pollutants were
discussed on various waterbodies identified on a pre-draft of the 2006 303(d) List. TCEQ will publish this list for public
comment this spring. More information on the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List is available at
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html.

On February 6, John O’Connor, Mark Cochran and Aaron Wendt attended a Lake O’ the Pines TMDL Implementation Plan
Agricultural NPS Work Group Meeting in Pittsburg.  Discussion centered on developing the implementation components that
address agricultural and silvicultural nonpoint source pollution.  The group discussed the status of certified Water Quality
Management Plans (WQMPs) in the watershed and discussed goals for developing and implementing WQMPs on poultry
and dairy operations.  Increasing the number of annual status reviews TSSWCB currently performs on WQMPs will be
important to monitor BMP implementation success.  Significant discussion focused on a comprehensive education program
for producers and landowners so they can make informed management decisions about their operations.  More information
on this TMDL project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/19-lakeopines.html.  This TMDL
impacts poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass,
Harrison and Marion Counties.

On February 7, the TCEQ adopted Two TMDLs for Chloride and Total Dissolved Solids in the Colorado River below E.V.
Spence Reservoir (Segment 1426). These salinity TMDLs identify saltcedar as contributing only 0.30% of nonpoint source
loadings. Additionally, analysis of allocation scenarios indicates that releases from E.V. Spence Reservoir must be at or
below certain concentrations in order to meet the water quality standard in the Colorado River below E.V. Spence Reservoir.
Therefore, TSSWCB will continue to support the Implementation Plan for Sulfate and Total Dissolved Solids TMDLs in the
E.V. Spence Reservoir approved by the Board in 2001. More information on this TMDL project is available at
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/32-colorado_petronila.html.

On February 8, Andy Garza attended an Oso Bay/Creek TMDL Public Stakeholder Meeting in Corpus Christi. Land use
across the watershed includes cultivated croplands (62.7%), developed urban (13.3%), rangeland/pastureland (13.1%) and
other (10.9%). The watershed model suggests dry day loading not associated with runoff events is a major factor in non-
attainment for the creek. These dry day loadings (small values compared to runoff events) keep the daily bacteria
concentrations high causing the segment to violate the geometric mean criteria for contact recreation. Potential dry day
loading sources include septic system influx from groundwater, birds and wildlife, leaking utilities and bacteria from
regrowth and sediment interactions. One scenario from the model suggests that, to achieve water quality standards, dry day
loadings in all Oso Creek subwatersheds need to be reduced 100%. This same scenario suggests that NPS loadings from
several subwatersheds feeding Oso Creek will need to be reduced by 71%. The group discussed possible implementation
measures to achieve the TMDL including voluntary BMP adoption on crop and range land, addressing illegal dumping,
wildlife management, MS4 stormwater permits for urbanized areas, and measures to address colonias and dysfunctional
septic systems. More information on this TMDL project is available at
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/67-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL will impact livestock and
farming operations in the Oso Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County.
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On February 8, Brian Koch attended a Plum Creek WPP Habitat Work Group meeting in Lockhart. Texas Department of
Transportation provided an update of the SH 130 wetland mitigation site on Plum Creek where 175 acres of various types of
aquatic resources, including riparian woodlands, emergent wetlands, forested wetlands, deepwater areas, and
streambed/floodplain channels, will be established on 265 total acres of land. Water sources for the wetland will be overland
runoff and overbank flows. The construction should be completed by March of 2009, followed by a 5-year monitoring period
designed to replace damaged vegetation and for overall protection of the habitat in the designated area. Discussion of wildlife
bacteria contributions followed, including using the Plum Creek Watershed as a potential site for a study of feral hog and
deer distribution and bacteria contribution. The current methodology for feral hog and deer contribution was reviewed and
discussed with stakeholders asking if the feral hog data could be further researched and refined. BST results from
neighboring and physically similar watersheds were introduced to show the contributions from all wildlife sources. An
update on the proposed gain/loss study by USGS was given, and potential locations for temporary gages in the watershed
were discussed. Currently, the Plum Creek conservation district is studying groundwater levels in southeastern Caldwell
County to pinpoint the location of the recharge area. More information on this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.
This WPP will impact livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays counties.

Andy Garza and Brian Kock attended the Nueces River Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee meeting in
Corpus Christi on February 15. A draft of the Basin Highlights Report was reviewed; a completed form will be ready when
all comments are addressed and the 2006 water quality assessment is complete. Comments are due by April 30, 2007. Water
quality priority areas with TSSWCB involvement include: the Headwaters Stewardship Education Project, the Nueces Basin
Watershed Model, Atascosa River Bacteria and DO TMDLs, Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas Rivers TMDLs
(including additional targeted monitoring), OSO Bay/Creek Bacteria TMDL, and the Arroyo Colorado WPP. ore information
is available at http://www.nueces-ra.org/.

On February 20, Brian Koch attended a Feral Hog Management Seminar in Luling. This workshop was targeted to
landowners in Caldwell, Hays, Travis, Bastrop, Guadalupe, and Gonzales Counties. Feral hogs have the potential to
negatively affect water quality, and have impact on water quality improvement projects, such as the Plum Creek WPP and the
Elm and Sandies Creeks and Peach Creek TMDLs located in the focus area. Also, billions of dollars annually are lost due to
crop damage and disease transmission to livestock by feral hogs. Presentations included information on basic feral hog
biology; including life history, diet, range, habitat preference, and breeding; management strategies including hunting,
trapping, and snaring were given, and included were strategies for landowners to profit from selling hunts and the meat from
feral hogs; and studies on disease transmission to livestock, including swine brucellosis, and pseudorabies being the worst.
More information is available at http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/.

On February 20, Aaron Wendt participated in a Leon River WPP Ag Producers and Landowners Meeting in Gustine.
Discussion on implementation strategies for improving water quality throughout the watershed ranged from illegal dumping
to wildlife management to septic systems. The group also identified numerous rangeland/pastureland management issues that
need to be addressed through education programs, technical assistance and cost-share assistance including manure storage
and application, nutrient management and soil testing, overgrazing, alternative water sources, feed and mineral placement,
and riparian buffers and filter strips. The general consensus was that if landowners are provided the information about BMPs
they will make good management decisions about their operation which will improve the water quality throughout the
watershed. This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-going TMDL process for the Leon River. This WPP will impact
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in Erath, Hamilton, Mills, Coryell and Comanche Counties.

On February 22, Brian Koch attended the Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water and Sediment Quality Subcommittee
meeting in Houston. A report on current and closing projects was given to the group, followed by discussion of the strategic
plan and timeline. Discussion on FY 2008 projects took place. Projects of note were for a Clean Texas Marina Program,
designed to reduce pollutant loadings from marinas; also a Failing Septic System Initiative-Correction Strategy, targeted for
Harris County Precinct 2, to reduce pollution loading from OSSFs into neighboring waterways. Brian provided information
on the ongoing implementation of agricultural BMPs through the TSSWCB WQMP Program, and the potential for a
Galveston Bay tributary to be targeted for WPP development through the WRO WCSC selection process. More information
is available at http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/.

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has released for public comment an Upper Oyster Creek TMDL for
bacteria. The draft TMDL indicates a significant portion of the watershed is rangeland and pastureland. The endpoint for this
TMDL is based solely on achieving the single sample water quality criterion. Load duration curves were generated and
indicate a 73% reduction in bacteria loadings is required in both the reach above and below Dam #3. The 30-day public
comment period on this draft TMDL closes March 26, 2007. To submit comments or for more information on this TMDL
project see http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will impact livestock
and farming operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County.
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Upcoming Public Meetings (February 26, 2007 – April 30, 2007)

February 26 – 27—Texas Wetlands Workshop (Austin)

February 27—Texas Forest Service Ecosystem Service
Markets Workshop (Houston)

February 27—Dickinson Bayou WPP Land Use Work
Group Meeting (TBD)

March 5 – 7—3rd Annual Meeting of the Saltcedar
Biological Control Consortium (El Paso)

March 7—TCEQ Surface Water Quality Standards
Review Work Group Meeting (Austin)

March 8—TSSWCB Wharton Regional Watershed
Coordination Steering Committee Meeting (Columbus)

March 8—Plum Creek WPP Steering Committee Meeting
(Lockhart)

March 9—Pecos River Conference (San Marcos)

March 10 – 14—ASABE 4th Conference on Watershed
Management to Meet Water Quality Standards and
TMDLs (San Antonio)

March 12—Public Comment on Gilleland Creek TMDL
due to TCEQ

March 13—Red River Authority Clean Rivers Program
Steering Committee Meeting (Amarillo)

March 13—Lake O’ the Pines TMDL Implementation
Plan Agricultural NPS Work Group Meeting (Pittsburg)

March 15—Red River Authority Clean Rivers Program
Steering Committee Meeting (Wichita Falls)

March 15—Upper Oyster Creek TMDL Public Comment
Meeting (Sugar Land)

March 16—Nitrogen Availability from Organic Sources
(LPELC Webcast)

March 20—Upper Trinity River TMDL Public
Stakeholder Meeting (Arlington)

March 20—Pecos Valley RC&D Pecos River Stakeholder
Meeting (Iraan)

March 22—Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority Clean
Rivers Program Steering Committee Meeting (Seguin)

March 22—Adams and Cow Bayous TMDLs Public
Comment Meeting (Orange)

March 26—Public Comment on Upper Oyster Creek
TMDL due to TCEQ

March 27—Dickinson Bayou WPP Steering Committee
Meeting (TBD)

March 28—Northeast Texas Municipal Water District
Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee Meeting
(Hughes Springs)

March 28—Internet Tools for Watershed Management
(EPA Webcast)

April 3—TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work Group
Meeting (Austin)

April 10—Plum Creek WPP Outreach and Education
Work Group Meeting (Luling)

April 10—Plum Creek WPP Agricultural NPS Work
Group Meeting (Lockhart)

April 12—Plum Creek WPP Urban NPS Work Group
Meeting (Kyle)

April 12—Plum Creek WPP Wastewater Work Group
Meeting (Kyle)

April 19—Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership
Meeting (TBD)

April 23 – 24—Texas Water Law Workshop (Houston)

April 23 – 27—2nd National Conference on Ecosystem
Restoration (Kansas City, MO)

April 24 – 27—20th Annual National Conference on
Enhancing the States' Lake Management Programs
(Chicago, IL)

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program
CCC will meet in Austin, Thursday, March 22 at 1:30 p.m.

CMP Grant Program

Information on the program and proposal requirements is available online.

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/index.html

Final approval of the cycle 12 projects will be at the March, 2007 CCC meeting.

Grant Cycle 13 opens April, 2007
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North Bosque River Restoration Initiative

Dairy Manure Export Support Project

Since the program began in the winter of 2000/2001, the rate at which haulers have been reimbursed has gradually been
reduced. The original rate was $2.25 per ton of manure hauled for the first mile between a dairy and the nearest composting
operation, with an additional $0.15 for each additional mile. On February 1, 2002, the hauling rate was reduced to $1.80 and
$0.12; in October of 2002, it was reduced again to $1.35 and $0.10; and in October of 2005 it was reduced again to $0.90 and
$0.08. On July 1, 2006, the final rate reduction went into effect, to $0.45 per ton for the first mile and $0.04 for each
additional mile.

As of January 31, 2007 over 1,084,000 tons of manure has been hauled to commercial composting facilities since the
inception of this project.

Texas Brush Control Program
The status of each project as of January, 2007 is:

Watershed 2007 Allocated funds
($)

Unobligated funds
($)

Treated area
(acres)

North Concho 50,000 0 327,286

Pedernales 200,000 12,082 63,210

Twin Buttes 500,000 15,734 241,186

Lake Ballinger 100,000 87,169 7,340

Oak Creek Lake Combined w/ Lake
Ballinger, Lake Champion

Combined w/ Lake
Ballinger, Lake Champion

16,092

Pecos (Saltcedar) 150,000 87,725 7,274

Upper Colorado (Saltcedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 823

Lake Hubbard (Saltcedar) 60,000 48,826 0

Lake Arrowhead 100,000 100,000 0

Nueces River 100,000 100,000 0

Total Acres Treated 663,211
The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column
Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project

E.V. Spence (Saltcedar)

Flood Control Dams
The TCEQ dam safety program has recently published Guidelines for Operation and Maintenance of Dams in Texas.
Especially for dam owners, this manual covers not only the mechanics of dam safety, but also the broader legal and societal
issues involved. All districts that are sponsors of flood control dams are encouraged to obtain a copy of this publication.

The publication can be accessed online or downloaded from:

         http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/forms_pubs/pubs/gi/gi_357/

A hard copy can also be ordered from:

        http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/forms_pubs/order.html
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More Information on Programs
For more detailed information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web:
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html

Attachment Section Page 967



 

Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board 
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Monthly Program News and Activities 
March, 2007 

 

 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water 
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 

REX ISOM, Executive Director 
 

Budget/Accounting 
• On February 27, 2007, the Texas Water Development Board approved an agricultural water conservation fund grant 

to the TSSWCB for $100,000.  On March 8th, the TSSWCB approved allocating these funds to soil and water 
conservation districts.  The TSSWCB will be sending letters to each eligible district in the coming month asking the 
district if they would like to participate in an agricultural water conservation program and receive an allocation of 
the grants funds available.   

Dates and Deadlines 
• April 30 – 503 Cost-share funds must be obligated to receive 5% admin. 

• May 1 – 5% admin paid on obligated water quality management plans. 

• May 1 – State Board Member Elections in State Districts I, III, and V. 

• May 15 – Deadline for 2/3 Matching Funds to be claimed. 

• May 31 – 3rd Quarter ending. 

Human Resources 
 TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following positions: 

Program Specialist IV in or around the Henderson to Gilmer area of Texas. 

Engineering Technician V in Dublin 

Retirements 
David Powell, Field Representative in Area IV will retire on March 31, 2007.  
He has worked for our agency for 33 years. 

New Hire 
Cynthia Geers has accepted the Clerk position and will started Thursday, March 1, 2007. 

Special Projects 

State Meeting 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to 
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed. 
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Semiannual Report 
The TSSWCB January 2007 Semiannual Report to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House has been 
submitted. A copy of the report is available on our website: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/Jan_07_Semi-Annual_Report.pdf 

Rule Review 
The TSSWCB, in compliance with its rule review plan, is reviewing its rule for Election Procedures. The rule was published 
in the March 23rd edition of the Texas Register and will be open for review and comment for 30 days. Comments or questions 
regarding this rule may be submitted to the Temple Office of the TSSWCB. The Election Procedure rule  may be seen at: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/elections.pdf 

 

Public Information/ Education 

Upcoming Events 

Conservation Awards Banquets 

• Area I - May 1 

• Area II - May 8 

• Area III - May 1 

• Area IV - May 8 

• Area V - May 1 

Programs 

Soil Stewardship  Public Speaking Contest 

The theme for this year is “Conservation’s Power” which again is in harmony with NACD’s annual Soil Stewardship Week 
theme. Letters have gone out to the state’s 10 FFA area coordinators, which includes a letter to Texas Ag Science Teachers, 
as well as the packet of materials to help them prepare a student interested in participating in the program. The area 
coordinator’s responsibility is to disseminate the letter and packet of materials to all Ag teachers within their respective area.  

Conservation districts were also sent via electronic mail and standard mail a letter announcing this year’s program. Included 
with the letter was the program material as being disseminated to the Ag teachers. 

Follow-up communication with the 10 area coordinators will be implemented in mid-March to determine where and when 
area contests will be held. The purpose of this follow-up communication is to get a better handle on who the area contest 
winners are in order to better manage the scholarship program. 

Wildlife Alliance for Youth Program 

Planning is currently underway for local, area, and regional contests. Since the TSSWCB, ATSWCDS, and local soil and 
water conservation districts are sponsoring entities of the program, this office has liaison responsibilities with all levels of the 
program. TSSWCB assigned duties are to coordinate correspondence necessary to communicate with members of the 
alliance, manage the financial affairs of the organization, and to serve on the state steering committee. 

Scheduled dates for the 2007 regional and state contest are: 

• April 10—Region I 

• April 10—Region II 

• April 13—Region III 

• April 24—Region V 

• May 8—State Contest 
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Upcoming tasks—The objective this year is to communicate with soil and water conservation districts in Areas I, II, III and V 
to ascertain the number of FFA students and 4-H youth who participate in the program at the local and area levels. 
Conservation districts in Area IV have already been surveyed because local and area contests are held in the fall. Data will 
also be collected on participation at the regional and state level. This data will be used to develop promotional material to 
secure corporate sponsorship of the program to make the program more attractive to Ag teachers in the state to incorporate 
the wildlife management course into their curriculum. 

NASCA Project 

A little background on the project: The State of Pennsylvania developed a training tool for their conservation districts titled, 
“Building for Tomorrow”. In short, it is a district leadership development program that conveys a unified message about the 
state and local district program. The tool is used by PA for training conservation district officials and for general public use 
for persons who wish to know more about the soil and water conservation district program in the state. 

The program is divided into several components. There is a narration by the executive director who takes the district or an 
interested party through all the key programs that the state agency administers and then he moves into the operation of the 
state’s conservation districts. In addition to the narrated component of the program there are links programmed into the 
training disk that permits the district to pick and choose topics of relevance that covers all areas of a conservation district’s 
operations which in turn permits a board of directors to select topics in which they need information or refresher information. 

As a result of this well developed program the National Association of State Conservation Administrators contracted with the 
producer of the program to develop a template that permits other states to build a similar program. 

TSSWCB staff has reviewed Pennsylvania’s material very carefully and found that much of their program can be modified 
and adapted to meet Texas’ needs. Other material to meet Texas’ needs are currently being developed or will in the near 
future be developed to create a tool that will deliver a unified message about the state’s conservation programs. 

Exhibits/Events/Video Library 

Video Library 

•  Currently, 3 videos have been checked out. 

Watershed Model 

April 3  Winter Garden SWCD# 326 demonstrating to La Pryor Cub Scouts 

April 11  Coahoma, Texas Independent School District 

April 23-24 Cen-Tex Earth Day in Killeen 

May 17  Luling Foundation Farm Annual Field Day 

Exhibit 

• Exhibit was presented at TCRA (Texas Cattle Raisers) Show in Fort Worth on March 23-26, 2007. 

• Exhibit was presented at the National Ag Week Event on March 22-30, 2007. 

• Exhibit was presented at the Education Day Event in San Angelo on March 9, 2007. 

• Exhibit will be presented at the Central Texas Earth Day Spectacular Event in Killeen, Texas on April 23-24, 2007. 

 

Promotional Items 

Highlighters were purchased through PI&E to use for educational purposes.  Pens, pencils, and sharpeners were dispersed to 
Fannin SWCD #520. 
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Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts 
Central Texas Association will have their spring meeting on March 22, 2007 at the United Cooperative Services building 
located at 1200 Glen Rose in Stephenville. 

Conservation Programs 

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 
CCC   met in Austin, Thursday, March 22 at 1:30 p.m. 

CMP Grant Program 

The CCC approved the cycle 12 projects. 

Information on the program and proposal requirements is available online. 

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/index.html 

Grant Cycle 13 opens April, 2007. 

 

Flood Control Dams 
The TSSWCB has received five applications for the federal rehabilitation program for FY 08. USDA NRCS will review 
these applications and evaluate them and rank them with the formal risk of failure and consequences of failure ranking 
procedure. 

Project Management 

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act, 
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine 
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational 
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects. 

Fiscal Year 2007 NPS Grant Program Request for Proposals 

On December 29, 2006 the TSSWCB published the FY2007 RFP (request for proposals) in the Texas Register and e-mailed 
the RFP to all soil and water conservation districts and entities on our contact list. The types of agricultural/silvicultural NPS 
activities that can be funded with §319(h) grants include the following:  

• implementation of watershed protection plans  

• implementation of the nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation Plans 

• development of watershed protection plans  

• demonstrations  

• technical assistance  

• public outreach/education projects  

• monitoring activities to determine the effectiveness of pollution prevention methods  

The deadline for proposal submission is February 16, 2007. The RFP can be accessed on the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram 

TSSWCB Launches Enhanced Website 

The TSSWCB took another major step forward in their effort to improve communication with Texans by unveiling a 
strikingly enhanced website. Although the agency has maintained a website since the late 1990s, this version features a 
vibrant design with richer content and includes many new features. New features include conservation and agriculture news 
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links that are updated daily, a greatly improved program section that includes information on more than 50 ongoing nonpoint 
source pollution prevention and abatement projects, a powerful search engine to help users find what they are looking for 
more quickly, and a new format that creates more ease in navigating from one page to another. The website was developed 
using federal CWA, §319(h) funds to enable agency staff to manage the content more efficiently and effectively. To view the 
website, go to http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 

FY2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 

In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program 
annually. Currently, TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the final stages of report development. The report will highlight 
the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data, assess water quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source 
pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future 
generations of Texans. 

Water Quality Management Plan Program 
A total of 383 water quality management plans have been certified as of February 28, 2007. 
Districts in the priority areas have obligated a total of $1, 154,767.00 of cost-share funds.  The deadline for obligating funds 
is April 30, 2007. Funds that have not been obligated by this date will be reallocated within each priority area by the State 
Board at their May, 2007 meeting. 
A training session for administrative assistants was held at the Harlingen Regional Office on March 22, 2007.  
Topics that were reviewed included reconciliation reports, lapsed funds, training for district employees and 
TOCA. 

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans 
TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry 
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit. The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption of 
dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies. 

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are 
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to 
obtain permit coverage. To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan 
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h). They also must not 
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S. 

Current status of poultry WQMPs: 

Total existing farms 1428 

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1347 (94%) 

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 0 

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 21 

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development  57 

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson 
Farms. 85 

 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) 
Program 

Upcoming Public Meetings (April 3, 2007 – April 30, 2007) 

April 3—TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work Group Meeting (Austin) 

April 10—Plum Creek WPP Outreach and Education Work Group Meeting (Luling) 

April 10—Plum Creek WPP Agricultural NPS Work Group Meeting (Lockhart) 
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April 12—Plum Creek WPP Urban NPS Work Group Meeting (Kyle) 

April 12—Plum Creek WPP Wastewater Work Group Meeting (Kyle) 

April 19—Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership Meeting (TBD) 

April 23 – 24—Texas Water Law Workshop (Houston) 

April 23 – 27—2nd National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration (Kansas City, MO) 

April 24 – 27—20th Annual National Conference on Enhancing the States' Lake Management Programs (Chicago, IL) 

 

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative 

Dairy Manure Export Support Project 

Funding for the Dairy Manure Export Support Program has been depleted to the point such that the last day to receive 
reimbursement for hauling was February 28, 2007. Program participants were notified of the deadline at the beginning of 
February. Final billing for the haulers was due to the DMES Office by March 15, 2007. The final report discussing the 
program’s accomplishments since it’s inception in October, 2000 should be completed by June.  
 
As of January 31, over 1,084,000 tons of manure have been removed from North Bosque and Leon watershed dairies and 
transported to commercial composting operations.  
 

Texas Brush Control Program 
The status of each project as of January, 2007 is:  

Watershed 2007 Allocated funds 
($) 

Unobligated funds 
($) 

Treated area 
(acres) 

North Concho 50,000 0 327,286 

Pedernales 200,000 12,082 63,210 

Twin Buttes 500,000 15,734 241,186 

Lake Ballinger 100,000 87,169 7,340 

Oak Creek Lake Combined w/ Lake 
Ballinger, Lake Champion 

Combined w/ Lake 
Ballinger, Lake Champion 

16,092 

Pecos (Saltcedar) 150,000 87,725 7,274 

Upper Colorado (Saltcedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 823 

Lake Hubbard (Saltcedar) 60,000 48,826 0 

Lake Arrowhead 100,000 100,000 0 

Nueces River 100,000 100,000 0 

  Total Acres Treated 663,211 
The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column 
Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project 
 

E.V. Spence (Saltcedar) 

Staff Activities 
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• Provided the following SWCD with Brush Program Updates or Brush Program Assistance 
 
 North Concho River SWCD              Nolan County SWCD  
    

Middle Concho SWCD               Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
   
Tom Green County SWCD               Pedernales SWCD  

 
 Mitchell County SWCD   Gillispie County SWCD 
 
 Runnels SWCD    Pecos County SWCD 
 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD  Midland SWCD  
 
 Trans Pecos SWCD   Archer County SWCD 
  
 Upper Colorado SWCD    Sandhills SWCD 
 
 Howard SWCD   
 

•   20 Landowners assisted with Brush Contracts 
 

•  35 Landowners assisted with Brush Certifications 
 

• 109 landowners assisted with Brush Applications 
 

• 24 Salt Cedar applications received from Pecos/ Upper Colorado Watersheds 
 

• Assist Pedernales SWCD with Brush Control Program and Training of new employee 
 

• Assisted Mitchell County SWCD with training new District Employee 
 

• Evaluate pending application from all projects 
 

• Assist Glasscock County SWCD with training new District Employee 
 

• Assist Canadian River Municipal Water Authority with Salt Cedar Certification 
 

• Assist Technical Service Provider in the Wichita River Project with rules and procedure for State Brush 
Control Project 

 
• Finalize Annual Report for State Brush Control Program 

 
• Begin updating Reference Guide and State Brush Control Plan 

 
• Assist San Angelo Stock Show and Rodeo with Association of Districts Wildlife Contest 

 
• Met with Texas Evasive Species Council and Commissioner Staples in Austin to provide information to 

Commissioner Staples about Invasive Species 
 

• Met with Wildlife Diversity Advisory Committee in Austin to give updates on projects and activities 
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• Met with Texas Tech University and the Aquifer Group in Lubbock to discuss the Brush Program and 
Monitoring 

 
• Assisted Upper Colorado 319 Project 

 
• Assisted CRMWA with Salt Cedar control proposal 

 
• Assisted GBRA & SWCD’s with water enhancement project on Guadalupe 

 
• Coordinate with TWRI on Federal funding  for Salt Cedar control 

 
• Develop water enhancement benefits strategy with Dr. Ken Rainwater 

 

Flood Control Dams 
The TCEQ dam safety program has recently published Guidelines for Operation and Maintenance of Dams in Texas. 
Especially for dam owners, this manual covers not only the mechanics of dam safety, but also the broader legal and societal 
issues involved. All districts that are sponsors of flood control dams are encouraged to obtain a copy of this publication. 

The publication can be accessed online or downloaded from: 

         http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/forms_pubs/pubs/gi/gi_357/  

A hard copy can also be ordered from: 

        http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/forms_pubs/order.html  

More Information on Programs 
For more detailed information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html 
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Monthly Program News and Activities 
April, 2007 

 

 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water 
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 

REX ISOM, Executive Director 
 

Budget/Accounting 
• On April 9, 2007 the TSSWCB received $382,000 for a 2007 SWCD statewide Technical Service Provider Program. 

Allocation letters will be provided to all participating SWCDs on April 25th.   The program will run through 
September 30th.  

• On April 16, 2007 the TSSWCB distributed a letter to SWDs that have yet to claim 2/3 Matching Funds for 2007.  
This letter is a reminder that the deadline for 2/3 Matching Funds claims is May 15th. 

Dates and Deadlines 
• April 30 – 503 Cost-share funds must be obligated to receive 5% admin. 

• May 1 – 5% admin paid on obligated water quality management plans. 

• May 1 – State Board Member Elections in State Districts I, III, and V. 

• May 15 – Deadline for 2/3 Matching Funds to be claimed. 

• May 31 – 3rd Quarter ending. 

Human Resources 
 TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following positions: 

Program Specialist IV in or around the Henderson to Gilmer area of Texas. 

Engineering Technician V in Dublin 

Natural Resource Specialist III in Temple headquarters 

Program Supervisor III in Mt. Pleasant 

 

Retirements 
John O’Connor, Program Supervisor III of  the Mt. Pleasant Regional Office will retire on May 31, 2007.  
He has worked for our agency for 13 years. 
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Special Projects 

State Meeting 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to 
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed. 

Semiannual Report 
The TSSWCB January 2007 Semiannual Report to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of the House has been 
submitted. A copy of the report is available on our website: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/Jan_07_Semi-Annual_Report.pdf 

Rule Review 
The TSSWCB, in compliance with its rule review plan, is reviewing its rule for Election Procedures. The rule was published 
in the March 23rd edition of the Texas Register and will be open for review and comment for 30 days. Comments or questions 
regarding this rule may be submitted to the Temple Office of the TSSWCB. The Election Procedure rule may be seen at: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/elections.pdf 

 

Public Information/ Education 

Upcoming Public Meetings 

  April 29- May 6- Soil and Water Stewardship Week 

 May 1-  Area I,  III, and V State Board Member Elections 

 May 1- Area I Conservation Awards Banquet, Plainview 

  Area III Conservation Awards Banquet, Victoria 

  Area V Conservation Awards Banquet, Stephenville 

 May 8- Area II Conservation Awards Banquet, Wall 

  Area IV Conservation Awards Banquet, Jacksonville 

 May 22- Hill Country Association Meeting, Boerne 

 May 23- State Board Work Session, Nacogdoches 

 May 24-  State Board Meeting, Nacogdoches 

 

Programs  
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest—The theme for this year is “Conservation’s Power” which again is 
in harmony with NACD’s annual Soil Stewardship Week theme.  Letters have gone out to the state’s 10 FFA area 
coordinators which include a letter to Texas Ag Science Teachers as well as the packet of materials to help them 
prepare a student interested in participating in the program.  The area coordinator’s responsibility is to 
disseminate the letter and packet of materials to all Ag teachers within their respective area.   
 
Conservation districts were also sent a letter via electronic mail and standard mail announcing this year’s 
program.  Included with the letter was the program material as being disseminated to the Ag teachers. 
 
Contests will be held in each of the 10 FFA areas during the Week of May 7-12. 
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Wildlife Alliance for Youth Program— Local, area, and regional wildlife contests have been held in Regions I, 
II, III and V.  Tabulations on the number of FFA and 4-H teams including the number of participants are currently 
being evaluated.   
 
Since the TSSWCB, ATSWCDS, and local soil and water conservation districts are sponsoring entities of the 
program, this office has liaison responsibilities with all levels of the program.   
 
Scheduled dates for the 2007 State contest are: 

State Contest—May 8 
 
Soil and water conservation districts in Areas I and III were surveyed to ascertain the number of FFA students and 
4-H youth who participate in the program at the local and area levels.  Conservation districts in Area IV have 
already been surveyed because local and area contests are held in the fall.  Data will also be collected on 
participation at the regional and state level.  These data will be used to develop promotional material to secure 
corporate sponsorship of the program to make the program more attractive to Ag teachers in the state to 
incorporate the wildlife management course into their curriculum. 
 
SWCD Director Training Conference—June 26-27 are the scheduled dates for the Soil and Water Conservation 
District Director Training Conference.  Letters and registration forms were sent to districts. 
 
 

Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts 
 
Hill Country Association will have their spring meeting on May 22, 2007 at the Cibolo Nature Center, in Boerne, 
Texas. 
 

Conservation Programs 

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act, 
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine 
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational 
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects. 

 
FY2006 NONPOINT SOURCE ANNUAL REPORT: 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program 
annually. The 2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report highlights the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data and assess water 
quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve 
and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. The 2006 Annual Report has been 
completed and submitted to EPA. It is currently available electronically at www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram. 

Water Quality Management Plan Program 
At its July 20, 2006 meeting, the State Board approved FY-07 cost-share allocations for districts participating in the S.B. 503 
water quality management program. The total amount approved for the 5 regions was $1,946,000.00. Two districts in 
previously designated priority areas are receiving cost-share allocations for the first time in FY-07. 

Upon notification of their allocations, districts are required to respond stating their willingness to participate in the program 
and provide their designated regional office with average costs for practices eligible for cost-share assistance and the 
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maximum amount allowed per water quality management plan. Fiscal year 2007 began September 1, 2006 and districts have 
until April 30, 2007 to obligate their cost-share allocations. During this time, the priority will be placed on developing and 
certifying water quality management plans and obligating cost-share funds. 

Another priority will be to work with districts to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are expended by August 15, 2007. 

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans 
TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry 
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit. The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption of 
dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies. 

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are 
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to 
obtain permit coverage. To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan 
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h). They also must not 
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S. 

Current status of poultry WQMPs: 

Total existing farms 1428 

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1347 (94%) 

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 0 

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 21 

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development  57 

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson 
Farms. 85 

 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) 

Program 
Upcoming Public Meetings ( April 23-27th) 

April 23-27—2nd National Conference on Ecosystem 

Restoration (Kansas City, MO) 

April 24-27—20th Annual National Conference on  

Enhancing the States’ Lake Management Programs 

(Chicago, IL) 

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative 

Dairy Manure Export Support Project 

Funding for the Dairy Manure Export Support Program has been depleted to the point such that the last day to receive 
reimbursement for hauling was February 28, 2007. Program participants were notified of the deadline at the beginning of 
February. Final billing for the haulers was due to the DMES Office by March 15, 2007. The final report discussing the 
program’s accomplishments since it’s inception in October, 2000 should be completed by June.  
 
As of February 28, over 1,093,000 tons of manure have been removed from North Bosque and Leon watershed dairies and 
transported to commercial composting operations.  
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TWDB Agricultural Water Conservation Grants 
Information on the FY 07 TWDB Agricultural Water Conservation Grant was recently sent to eligible SWCDs. Eligible 
districts wishing to participate in the program should let their field reps know by May 10, 2007. After the number of 
participating districts is tabulated, the final allocation for the participating districts will be calculated and the districts will be 
notified of their allocation.  

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 
The Executive Committee of the CCC will meet in Austin, Thursday, May 10 at 1:30 p.m. 

CIAP Program  

On April 16, 2007, MMS released the individual CIAP allocation amounts for fiscal years 2007 and 2008. The State of Texas 
will receive $48,591,202.09 each fiscal year. Of this amount, $31,584,281.36 will be awarded to the State and 
$17,006,920.73 will be awarded to the 18 coastal counties. 

CMP Grant Program 

Information on Grant Cycle 13 (FY 09) is now available online.  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle13.html 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 20, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is optional and is only 
necessary if written comments are desired.) The full application is due October 10, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. 

Five grant workshops will be on the coast to help potential applicants through the guidance document and application 
package. All potential applicants were strongly encouraged to attend the workshops. 

The schedule for the Grant Cycle #13 Workshops are as follows: 

May 2, 2007, 10:30 a.m., Port Lavaca, City Hall, 202 N. Virginia 

May 15, 2007, 10:30 a.m., Corpus Christi, Texas A&M University - Natural Resources Center, 6300 Ocean Drive, Room 
1003 

May 16, 2007, 9:00 a.m., Port Isabel, Port Isabel Housing Authority - Community Center, 100 Hockaday 

May 23, 2007, 10:30 a.m., Port Arthur, City Hall, 444 Fourth Street, 5th Floor 

May 24, 2007, 9:00 a.m., Galveston, Holbrook Annex Building, 601 Tremont, Hearing Room 

 

Flood Control Dams 
The TSSWCB has received twelve applications for the federal rehabilitation program for FY 08. USDA NRCS will review 
these applications and evaluate them and rank them with the formal risk of failure and consequences of failure ranking 
procedure. 

 

BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM STATUS REPORT   
 
GENERAL STATUS REPORTS 
 

Watershed 2007 Allocated Funds Unobligated Funds ($) 
Treated 
Acres 

       
North Concho 50,000.00 20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales 200,000.00 $ 53.60 68,272.08 
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Twin Buttes 500,000.00 $ 0.00 261,881.57 
     
Lake Ballinger 50,000.00 $ 50,000.00 7,843.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake 50,0000.00 $37169.00 16,404 
     
Pecos (Saltcedar) 150,000.00 $ 65,662.64 7,274.15 
     
Upper Colorado(Saltcedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 824.32 
     
Hubbard Creek(SaltCedar) 60,000.00 $ 48,825.75 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
    
Nueces River 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
     
    
    
    
    
   

*The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column 
*Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project 

 
Staff Activities 
 

• Provided the following SWCD with Brush Program Updates or Brush Program Assistance 
 

Area 1 Districts  
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD   Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
Tom Green County SWCD   Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD   Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD    Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD  Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD   Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
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• 12  Landowners assisted with Brush Contracts 
 

• 15  Landowners assisted with Brush Certifications 
 

•  Salt Cedar applications received from Pecos/ Upper Colorado Watersheds 
 

• Assisted Mitchell County SWCD with training new District Employee 
 

• Evaluate pending application from all projects 
 

• Begin updating Reference Guide and State Brush Control Plan 
 

• Assisted GBRA & SWCD’s with water enhancement project on Guadalupe 
 

• Presented presentation to Red River Authority in Wichita Fall about State brush Control Program 
 

• Assisted with booth at Texas Southwestern Cattle Raisers Convention in Fort Worth 
 

• Assisted WaterValley ISD with Field Day 
 

• Assisted Grape Creek ISD with Field Day 
 

• Worked with UCRA on monitoring 
 

 

More Information on Programs 
For more information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html 
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Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board 
P.O. Box 658 
Temple, TX 76503 
(254) 773-2250 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Monthly Program News and Activities 
May, 2007 

 

 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water 
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 

REX ISOM, Executive Director 
 

State Board Meeting Held in Nacogdoches 
On May 24, 2007, the State Soil and Water Conservation Board conducted a meeting in Nacogdoches.  Jerry Nichols (Area 
IV Member), a Nacogdoches poultry grower, was chosen as the board chairman.  Reed Stewart (Area II Member) was chosen 
as Vice Chairman of the Board. 

After the meeting, Chairman Nichols facilitated tours of the Pilgrim's Pride poultry processing plant in Nacogdoches and the 
Stephen F. Austin University poultry farm just north of town.  Approximately 20 people including other members of the State 
Board, TSSWCB Field Representatives and Staff, as well as others participated in the tours. 

Budget/Accounting 
 

• 2007 Agricultural Water Conservation Grant – Allocation amounts for the 2007 Agricultural Water Conservation 
Program were distributed in May.  The total amount available for 2007 is $ 100,000. There were 212 districts 
eligible with 199 districts agreeing to participate.  The final value per X (criteria) is $211.42.   Participating districts 
will have until October 31, 2007 to spend and claim these funds.  

 
• 2007 Technical Service Provider Grant (TSSWCB) – On April 9, 2007 the TSSWCB received $202,116 from 

NRCS for a regional office technical service provider program.  This funding will be used to cover the costs of 
contract employees providing technical services for EQIP in the following counties:  Nueces, Hidalgo, Cameron, 
Willacy, Kleberg, Kenedy, Jackson, Wharton, Jim Wells, Duval, Frio, Atascosa, Dimmit, Zavala, Fort Bend, 
Brazoria, Colorado, Calhoun, La Salle, Erath, Bosque, Comanche, Hamilton, McLennan, Eastland and Coryell.  The 
funding will be available through September 30, 2007.   

 
• 2007 Technical Service Provider Grant (SWCDs) – On April 9, 2007 the TSSWCB received $382,000 for a 2007 

SWCD statewide Technical Service Provider Program. Allocation letters have been distributed to all participating 
districts.   This funding will be used to cover the cost of district technical services for EQIP. The funding will be 
available through September 30, 2007. 

 

• May 15 was the deadline for 2/3 Matching Funds claims for 2007.   The balance of Matching Fund allocations must 
be claimed by August 31st. 

 

• Reminder:  July 1st is the deadline for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims for 2007. 
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Dates and Deadlines 
• May 31 – 3rd Quarter ending. 

• July 1 – Deadline for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims 

 

Human Resources 
 

New Hires  
 
Jack “Trey” Watson started work on May 14, 2007 as a Field Representative in Area IV.  
 
Gary Bearden has accepted the Engineering Technician V position in Dublin and will start June 1, 2007.  
 
Pam Casebolt has accepted the Natural Resource Specialist III position in Temple position and will start June 11, 2007.   

Carl Steffy has accepted the Regional Manager position in Mount Pleasant and will start June 1, 2007. 

Retirements 
John O’Connor, Regional Manager in Mount Pleasant will retire on May 31, 2007. He has worked for our agency for 13 
years.  
 

Resignation  
Laurie Fleet resigned on March 30, 2007, as a Nonpoint Source Project Manager with our Nonpoint Source Team.  
 

Reclassification  
Loren Henley has been reclassed to an Information Specialist I position on May 1, 2007. 
 

Special Projects 

State Meeting 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to 
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed. 

New Rule Proposed 

The State Board is proposing a new rule to address handling public funds. The new rule proposes that in order for a soil and 
water conservation district to be designated to administer State Board programs or to receive funds or cost share funds, they 
must show that they are conducting regularly scheduled meetings to properly handle financial and contractual obligations and 
are implementing internal controls for handling public funds. 

The rule will be published in the June 15 edition of the Texas Register and be open for a 30 day review and comment period. 
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Public Information/ Education 
 

TSSWCB Board Member Election Results 
Area I 

Aubrey L. Russell, of Panhandle, Texas, was re-elected May 1, to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) board of directors to serve another two-year term. 

Russell represents TSSWCB State District One, which consists of 51 counties in the panhandle and south plains region of 
Texas. District One encompasses 49 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

Prior to being elected to the TSSWCB four years ago, Russell served four years on the Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts (ATSWCD) Board. In 1971, Russell was elected to the McClellan Creek Soil and Water Conservation 
District Board. He served on this board for 35 years, 16 years as chairman. Russell has also served on various committees of 
the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). 

“I started farming in 1958 after college and a tour of duty with the U. S. Army. Conservation of our soil and water is a 
challenge we must give our total attention. It is a God-given gift that we must protect for ourselves and future generations,” 
he said. 

Russell and his wife Mary Lou have three surviving children and fifteen grandchildren. His family is involved in 
farming, and they have a stocker cattle operation. Their operation consists of about 1500 acres of irrigated and 
dryland farming. 
 
Area III  

José O. Dodier Jr. of Zapata, Texas, was elected May 1, 2007 to serve a two-year term on the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board (TSSWCB).  

Dodier represents TSSWCB State District Three, which consists of 50 counties in South Texas. District Three encompasses 
46 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

Dodier has been a long-time supporter of conservation. “Conservation has been successful in Texas because of our people. 
The TSSWCB staff, SWCD Directors, the conservation cooperators and District employees all play a major role in our 
success. The landscape of Texas serves as an indicator of successful implementation of conservation programs. We have a 
productive, beautiful state that provides the food and fiber necessary for a superb quality of life we all share. I will strive not 
only to secure conservation for the future, but to enhance it for future generations,” he said. 

Dodier served three years as president of the Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts and as an 
Immediate Past President for three years. He is Chairman of the Zapata SWCD and has been a member of the Zapata SWCD 
for 13 years.  

Dodier is also a former member of the board of directors of the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) 
where he served for eight years. He has also formerly served on the NACD Executive Board. Additionally, he has served as 
the Zapata County Fair President. 

Dodier and his wife Janeann, have one child. Danielle is a student at Texas A&M University. Dodier's family has been 
ranching for over 70 years in Zapata County. Don Jose Land & Cattle Company is a cow-calf and wildlife management 
operation near Zapata. He is also a private natural gas measurement specialist. He is involved with a gas measurement service 
for royalty owners. Dodier conducts gas volume audits along with status reports. 
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Area V 

Barry Mahler of Iowa Park, Texas was elected on May 1, 2007 to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) of directors to serve a two-year term. 

In reflecting on his career as a soil and water conservation district director as well as having served as a director and officer 
on state and national conservation association boards  Mahler said, “Statistics show that soil erosion is at an all time low and 
crop production across the US is on the increase.  The point here is it goes to show that good conservation practices pays. 

Mahler represents TSSWCB State District Five, which consists of 51 counties in the North and Central Texas region of the 
state. District Five encompasses 41 Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). 

Mahler has been a director of the Wichita Soil and Water Conservation District for the last 28 years and currently serves as 
district secretary.  Mahler is also a past president of the Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts and a 
former alternate director of the National Association of Conservation Districts Board of Directors. 

Mahler runs a stocker cattle operation and farms wheat and cotton near Iowa Park.  In addition to his farming and ranching 
interests, Mahler is a reporter for Farm Bureau Roundup, a weekly Farm Radio Program produced by the Farm Bureau. Since 
1997 he has been the Farm News Director for KAUZ TV, a CBS affiliate, in Wichita Falls 

Barry and his wife Sheri have two sons, Braden and Matthew. 

Program Status 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest—The theme for this year is “Conservation’s Power” which again is in harmony 
with NACD’s annual Soil Stewardship Week theme.  Area contests were held during the week of May 7-12.  Winners in each 
of the 10 areas will compete for the state award in July.  
 
Area winners, as known are as follows: 
 
         Student’s Name                            FFA Area                                   FFA Chapter (School) 
Janae Jones I Lubbock-Cooper 
 II  
Ryan Byrd III Katy 
Caleb Hagle IV Woodson 
Brianna Grigsby V Crowley 
Shelby Thomas VI Gilmer 
 VII  
Heather Critelli VIII Florence 
Allie Wood IX Anahuac 
 X  
 
Each of the area winners in the Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest will receive a $500 scholarship from the 
Association of Texas SWCDS.  The state winner in the contest, which will be announced in July will receive a $1,000 
scholarship and will speak at the annual meeting of SWCD directors. 
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth Program— Local, area, regional and state wildlife contests have been held in Regions I, II, III 
and V.  Including Region Four which held its contest last fall, a total of 641 FFA teams and 55 4-H teams participated in the 
program.  This represents 2,172 FFA students and 211 4-H members participating in the 2007 program.  
 
High Point FFA and 4-H regional and state winners in this year’s program are as follows: 
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Region I (FFA) 
 
High Point Individual   FFA Chapter    High Point Team 
Tyler Furgeson Idalou Idalou 

 

Region I (4-H) 
High Point Individual   Team Name    High Point Team 
Travis Forrest Hemphill County 4-H Hemphill County 4-H 

 
 

Region II (FFA) 
 

High Point Individual   FFA Chapter    High Point Team 
Tammy Capeheart Ingram  Wall FFA 

 

Region II (4-H) 
 

High Point Individual   Team Name    High Point Team 
Justin French Kerr County Kerr County 
 
 

Region III (FFA) 
 

High Point Individual   FFA Chapter    High Point Team 
Jonathan Treptow Weimar Weimar 

 

Region III (4-H ) 
 

High Point Individual   Team Name    High Point Team 
Kara Meyer Not given on judging card Not given on judging card 
 
 
 
 

Region V (FFA) 
 

High Point Individual   FFA Chapter    High Point Team 
Eric Proctor Lingleville Jacksboro 

 

Region V (4-H) 
 

High Point Individual   Team Name    High Point Team 
Rebecca Woodruff Not given on judging card Not given on judging card  
 
 

State (FFA) 
 

     FFA Chapter    High Point Team 
High Point Individual 

Whitney Browning 
 
Canadian 

 
Canadian 

2nd Place High Point Individual 
Shane Wigington 

 
Jacksboro 

 
Jacksboro 
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3rd Place High Point Individual 
Dalton Ervin 

 
Weimar 

 
Weimar 

 
State (4-H) 

     Team Name    High Point Team 
High Point Individual 

John Haley 
 

Hemphill County 
 
Kerr County 

2nd Place High Point Individual 
Tori Burch 

 
Kerr County 

 
Hemphill County 

3rd Place High Point Individual 
Lance Bauer 

 
Kerr County 

 
Tomball-Harris 

 
 
  
News and Information Bulletin— Seven issues of the bulletin have been produced and disseminated to all SWCDS since 
March 8.  The goal is to get at least one bulletin out each week. 
 
SWCD Director Training Conference—June 26-27 are the scheduled dates for the Soil and Water Conservation District 
Director Training Conference.  Five registrations are already in for the training. 
 
Austin American-Statesman—Provided assistance to the Austin American-Statesman in March by providing district 
contacts in the Edwards Aquifer region.  The newspaper wanted contacts for the purpose of developing future articles on 
drought effects in the region. 
 

SWCD Assistance 
At the request of the Brush Office and Regional Office a news article was prepared for the McMullen and Archer County 
SWCDS regarding their receiving cost-share funds to implement a brush control program.  The article for the McMullen 
SWCD was the second article developed for them.  The basis of the article was current progress on the program since 
receiving the grant. 
 
News articles were prepared and released through local SWCDS in Areas I, III, and V on State Board member elections held 
in May. 

Regional Office PI Activities 
Mt. Pleasant Regional Office--John O'Connor presented a program to the Northeast Texas Poultry  
Growers Association on April 2, 2007.   The topic of the program was "Staying in Compliance with Your Water Quality 
Management Plan" 
 
Submitted by John O’Connor, Mt. Pleasant Regional Office Manager 
 
Wharton Regional Office and Harlingen Regional Office--The Wharton Regional Office and the Harlingen Regional 
Office conducted an engineering training session in Harlingen on April 17th and April 18th on Irrigation Land Leveling 
surveying and design procedures. Training topics included proper surveying techniques, surveying procedure, set up and 
operation of the TopCon GPS survey equipment, how to ensure data accuracy and data quality, land leveling design 
principals and procedures, and basic NRCS policies and procedures relating to land leveling and wetland determination.  In 
addition, attendees were given basic instruction on how to utilize Carlson Agstar software in the development of irrigation 
land leveling designs.  
 
Instructors included Wharton Regional Office engineering staff and NRCS field engineering staff.  
 
Attendees included the Wharton Regional Office engineering staff, Harlingen Regional Office engineering staff, Harlingen 
Irrigation District staff, SWCD staff, NRCS engineering staff, and Technical Service Providers.  
 
The training was conducted at the Harlingen Regional Office on April 17th and at the Harlingen Irrigation District's main 
pumping plant in Los Indios on April 18th.  
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Submitted by Carter Miska, Wharton Regional Office Manager 

 
 

SWCDS in the News 
 
Sandhills SWCD #241 Annual Ninth Grade Field Day a Success--April 20, 2007, was the day approximately 200 ninth grade 
students from Ector and Bowie high schools in Odessa, Texas, participated in the annual ninth grade field day on the YT 
Ranch in north Ector County.  
 
The field day is sponsored by the Sandhills Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) #241 with help from USDA-
NRCS. It is organized by Levi Tibbs, NRCS district conservationist, and Mary Young, district technician. 
 
“It is amazing to me to see the reactions on some of their faces when they step off the buses, because for some it’s probably 
their first time on a ranch,” Tibbs said. “A lot of these kids are clueless about many things related to natural resources and 
how they can be affected directly, or how their actions at home can affect the environment. This field day sort of wakes them 
up and tells them how their actions can affect the natural resources so many take for granted.” 
 
The students were split into manageable groups and rotated throughout several stations where they were exposed to many 
different topics. Mike Lemons, Odessa College Professor, was on horseback while he gave a presentation on the history of 
horses. Dr. Dan Womochel, a retired geologist professor, spoke to the groups about the geological significance of west Texas 
and its desert like conditions. 
 
Ken Carver and Judy London, Permian Basin Underground Water District, conducted experiments with students on water 
testing to address the issue of water quality. 
 
A rainfall simulator station was demonstrated by NRCS agronomist David Embry, and soil conservationists Matt Pruner and 
Brian Rohmer. Soil samples from common soils in the Trans Pecos were presented by Rusty Dowell, NRCS soil scientist. 
Students were given the opportunity to see and feel the difference and determine key characteristics in various soil types. 
 
Bruce Carpenter, Texas Cooperative Extension livestock specialist, led the students through a discussion on the reproductive 
cycle of a cow. 
 
Students were given a special treat when David Harrison, a bird dog and hunting enthusiast, used live quail and trained bird 
dogs to demonstrate quail habitat and hunting.  
 
After the students visited the stations, they enjoyed a hamburger lunch with all the fixings prepared and grilled by Gene 
Cowden and Joe Hurt, Sandhills SWCD directors. Greg Huber, Pecos Valley RC&D coordinator gave a short synopsis of 
some upcoming summer camps available to the students. The Sandhills SWCD agreed to financially sponsor any student 
interested and willing to attend.  
Levi Tibbs, NRCS District Conservationist, Odessa, Texas  
 

Brush Shearing – 4-Wheeler Style--Brush. It is an essential part of our Texas landscape. The right amount can provide good 
habitat diversity, but too much can also alter the land’s ability to produce grass, utilize water effectively, and create other 
problems. 
 
Brush management is a regular part of many landowners’ attempts to keep invasive brush in check and create a healthy 
balance of plants on their land. 
 
In fulfilling their mission of “helping people help the land,” USDA-NRCS employees are always on the look out for new 
tools to help people manage their land. In this effort, the Eden field office and Concho County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) recently held a demonstration showcasing a new brush shearing technique. 
 
A rancher from Lynch, Nebraska, has developed a new way for landowners to tackle brush and invasive tree regrowth. Gene 
Timperley had used bobcats, chainsaws, and other methods to manage juniper regrowth on his ranch. He felt these methods 
were often cumbersome and costly. 
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A desire for an economical, effective, and easy-to-use device led Timperley to form the company ATV-X, where he now 
serves as vice president. Timperley’s crew at ATV-X developed the TreeChopper, a brush shearing device that attaches 
directly to four wheelers. 
 
On the market for four years now, the TreeChopper is gaining popularity with ranchers, hunters, and other land managers.  
 
Timperley and his partner, Bob McCormick, recently gave a brush cutting demonstration on ranches in Kimble and Concho 
counties using the TreeChopper. As they drove their four wheelers, with front-mounted shearing blades, across the pastures 
they toppled juniper trees in their path. The blades can slice through trunk bases of four inches or less at near-ground levels.  
 
The TreeChopper is recommended for use on ATVs that are 400CC and larger, and easily attaches and detaches with pins 
and uses a winch to adjust cutting height. Timperley pointed out that the heavy-duty ATVs provide greater mobility and the 
added horse power is more effective. 
 
“This attachment is a relatively inexpensive way to control growth of unwanted vegetation,” Timperley told landowners that 
attended the demonstration. “It is easy and fast. You can cut hundreds of trees in just a few hours.” 
 
Timperley highlighted how the device works well in difficult terrain and is virtually maintenance free. He also pointed out 
this method causes little soil disturbance compared to other techniques.  
 
Timperley uses the 700 CC Polaris Sportsman MV7, which is the military version of the 700 CC model, with beefed up 
suspension, bullet proof tires and a winch and receiver hitch on the front and rear. 
 
The blades on the mountable shearing device are constructed of heavy T-100 steel. Timperley says users should be able to cut 
up to 300,000 trees with one set of blades. 
 
While the TreeChopper has proven effective in cutting down single-trunk trees, this method may or may not be the most 
effective for all brush types. 
 
“The idea behind this product is to provide landowners with another tool for brush management,” Timperley says. “In the 
right circumstances, it can be very effective.” 
By: Dee Ann Cameron  
 

Conservation District Recognizes Years of Service--The Long Leaf Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in 
Woodville, Texas, presented length of service plaques to board members Luther Moye and Elmer R. Oates, retired, for 25 
years and 30 years of service, respectively.  

“Luther and Elmer contain a wealth of knowledge and have contributed their expertise to all the events the district has held 
over all of these years,” said Jamie Davis, chairman of the Long Leaf SWCD for Tyler County.  

The Long Leaf SWCD provides technical assistance to farmers and ranchers for conservation practices, educational programs 
for local producers and students, as well as facilities for the local NRCS office.  

By Kathy Dean 
 

Exhibits/Events/Video Library  
 
Video Library   
 

I. Video Requests have been issued and two videos have been checked out since March 17, 2007. 
(Documentation) 

 
Watershed Model 
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I. Watershed Model demonstration by Victoria Green of Winter Garden SWCD for La Pryor Cub Scouts in 
Crystal City, Texas on April 3, 2007. 

II. Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley for Coahoma Independent School District in Coahoma, 
Texas on April 11, 2007. 

III.  Watershed Model demonstration (supplied by Kendria Ray) for Earth Day at St. Michael’s Catholic School 
in Cuero, Texas on April 20, 2007. 

IV.  Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley and Clyde Gottschalk for Cen-Tex Earth Day 
Celebration in Killeen, Texas on April 23, 2007. 

V. Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley for Hamilton-Coryell SWCD Natural Resources Day in 
Hamilton, Texas on April 27, 2007. 

VI.  Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley for Bosque SWCD Outdoor Classroom Presentations in 
Clifton, Texas on May 1, 2007. 

VII.  Watershed Model Demonstration by Brian Koch for Austin SWCD in Bellville, Texas on May 1, 2007. 
VIII.  Watershed Model Demonstration by Rhonda Artho (Education & Public Relations Coordinator/Project 

WET Texas State Coordinator for the North Plains Groundwater Conservation District) for the Make a 
Splash Water Festival in Dumas, Texas on May 4, 2007.  

IX.  Watershed Model Demonstration (supplied by Kendria Ray) for Ag in the Classroom at Hunt Elementary 
School in Cuero, Texas on May 4, 2007. 

X. Watershed Model Demonstration by Loren Henley for McGregor ISD in McGregor, Texas on May 14, 
2007. 

 
 

Association of Texas Soil & Water Conservation Districts 
 
Hill Country Association held their annual Spring Tour and Meeting on May 22, 2007 at the Cibolo Nature 
Center, in Boerne, Texas. 
 
 

Conservation Programs 

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act, 
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine 
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational 
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects. 

 

FY2007 CWA §319(h) FUNDING ALLOCATION : 

The FY07 CWA §319(h) funding allocation for EPA is $199 million nationally, down from $204 million in FY06. EPA is 
stressing that it is very important that projects meet national load reduction goals, have quantifiable environmental benefits, 
and meet Program Activity Measures (PAMs). 
 
The TSSWCB’s FY07 §319(h) program allocation is $4,564,900. This is a $121,250 reduction in funds compared to the 
FY06 allocation ($4,686,150).    
 
2007 WATER QUALITY PROGRAM PLANNING WORKSHOP: 

On May 17, Aaron Wendt and TJ Helton participated in the 2007 Water Quality Program Planning Workshop. This 
workshop focused on TSSWCB’s, TCEQ’s, and EPA’s efforts to achieve performance relating to the EPA Strategic Plan and 
the National Water Program Guidance. In particular, attendees discussed EPA’s planning and accountability processes,  
Program Activity Measures (PAMs), midyear progress towards meeting FY07 PAMs, commitments and measures for FY08 
PAMs, unliquidated obligation goals for §319(h) grants, and other related program efforts in Texas.   
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EPA-STATE  NPS WATERSHEDS WORKSHOP: 

The EPA-State NPS Watersheds Workshop is scheduled for June 6-7 in Dallas. The purpose of this workshop is to improve 
watershed–based planning strategies that lead to nonpoint source pollutant reduction and achievement of water quality 
standards. This meeting will give TSSWCB staff the opportunity to discuss NPS program successes and opportunities with 
staff from EPA Region 6, TCEQ, and other States including Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.   
 
FY2006 NONPOINT SOURCE ANNUAL REPORT: 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program 
annually. The 2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report highlights the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data and assess water 
quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve 
and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. The 2006 Annual Report has been 
completed and submitted to EPA. It is currently available electronically at www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram. 

Water Quality Management Plan Program 
A total of 383 water quality management plans have been certified through the end of the 2nd quarter, FY-07.Districts in the 
priority areas obligated a total of $1,672,044.00 of cost-share funds.  This represents 85.9% of the total allocation for all the 
areas.   The deadline for obligating funds was April 30, 2007. Funds that have not been obligated by this date will be 
reallocated within each priority area by the State Board at their May, 2007 meeting. 
Districts are making every effort to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are used to the fullest extent.  Deadline for FY-05 
cost-share payments will be the first week of August, 2007. 

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans 
TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry 
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit. The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption of 
dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies. 

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are 
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to 
obtain permit coverage. To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan 
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h). They also must not 
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S. 

Current status of poultry WQMPs: 

Total existing farms 1375 

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1319 (96%) 

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 1 

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 15 

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development  37 

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson Farms. 75 
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Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and  

Watershed Protection Plan (WPP)Program 

Recent Activities (through May 20, 2007) 
 
On March 22, TCEQ held an Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL public comment meeting in Orange.  The 30-day public 
comment period on Seventeen TMDLs for Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, and pH in Adams Bayou, Cow Bayou, and Their 
Tributaries closed April 9.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL pending action on the Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
Report.  Based on land use and land cover analysis of 1992 imagery, more than 65% of the Cow Bayou watershed, and 33% 
of the Adams Bayou watershed, is covered by forest.  15% of the Cow Bayou watershed, and 27% of the Adams Bayou 
watershed, is pasture.  Eight TMDLs address impairments to the contact recreation use due to elevated fecal coliform 
bacteria.  Eight TMDLs address impairments to the aquatic life use due to low dissolved oxygen.  One TMDL addresses an 
impairment to general uses from low pH.  In order to achieve the dissolved oxygen and pH water quality standards, loadings 
of ammonia-nitrogen (NH3N) and carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demanding substances (cBOD) will need to be reduced.  
Although the waterbodies in the project have varying levels of tidal influence, they are mostly freshwater.  Therefore, E. coli 
is the indicator bacteria for these TMDLs and the load reductions necessary are based upon attainment of the geometric mean 
criterion of 126 cfu/100 mL.  In Adams and Cow Bayous, the DO, bacteria and pH impairments are more prevalent in the 
middle and upper reaches of the segments.  However, it is in the lower reaches of the bayous where most of the major 
permitted point source wastewater dischargers are located.  Maximum allowable loads of cBOD, NH3N and E. coli are 
calculated based on average % reductions from total existing loading to the waterbody.  The impairments are not uniformly 
distributed and neither are the pollutant loads.  Therefore, load reductions apply only to the case in which a single uniform 
load reduction % is applied to all pollutant sources.  While total load reductions must be uniform across the various 
watersheds, the allocations between point sources and nonpoint sources is not.  More information on this TMDL project is 
available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/37-orangecounty.html.  This TMDL project will impact 
livestock and forestry operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
On March 26, Aaron Wendt attended a Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan meeting in Austin.  This work group is discussing 
implementation strategies to achieve the significant nonpoint source load reductions in this draft TMDL.  The 30-day public 
comment period on One TMDL for Bacteria in Gilleland Creek, Segment 1428C closed March 12.  A Response to Public 
Comment has been developed.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL at their June 13 meeting.  Based on analysis of 
2003 data, dominant land use in the watershed includes agricultural (64%), urbanized (25%) and parks/open space (7%).  The 
draft TMDL utilizes a single load duration curve to conclude that bacteria loading to Gilleland Creek is of a nonpoint source 
origin.  The TMDL calls for a 93% reduction at high flows and an 82% reduction at moderate flows from sources of bacteria.  
More information on this TMDL project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/69-
gillelandcreekbacteria.html.  This TMDL project will impact livestock operations in the Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis 
County. 
 
On April 3, TCEQ held an Upper San Antonio River TMDL public comment meeting in San Antonio.  The 30-day public 
comment period on Three TMDLs for Bacteria in the San Antonio Area, Segments 1910, 1910A, and 1911 closed April 23.  
A Response to Public Comment will be developed.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL at their June 27 meeting.  
This TMDL will not have significant impacts on agricultural or silvicultural nonpoint sources. 
 
On April 10, TCEQ held a Guadalupe River above Canyon Lake TMDL public comment meeting in Kerrville.  The 30-
day public comment period on One TMDL for Bacteria in the Guadalupe River above Canyon Lake, Segment 1806 closed 
April 23.  A Response to Public Comment will be developed.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL at their June 27 
meeting.  This TMDL will not have significant impacts on agricultural or silvicultural nonpoint sources. 
 
On April 10, Brian Koch attended the Plum Creek WPP Outreach and Education work group meeting in Luling.  The group 
reviewed and discussed the draft work plan for CWA §106 funding being provided by TCEQ to develop and pilot outreach 
and education activities in the Plum Creek Watershed that could be utilized in other watersheds. Working through this Work 
Group, a workplan was developed with tasks including: develop online training for individuals to illustrate how wastewater 
treatment facilities and on-site sewage facilities work; best management practices for household chemical use and disposal; 
identification and clean up of illegal dump sites; develop a watershed protection brochure template that can be used by 
watershed groups as community outreach, coordinate NPS pollution training workshops; and hold informational workshops 
and develop outreach and education resources for homeowners, installers and maintenance providers of on-site sewage 
facilities. More information on this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP has the potential to impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
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On April 10, Brian Koch attended the Plum Creek WPP Agricultural NPS work group meeting in Lockhart.  The group 
reviewed and discussed appropriate agriculture BMPs that would be accepted in the watershed and where funding could be 
obtained through cost share programs and grants for these practices. They also discussed how to reach the differing audiences 
and what incentives (CEUs) might get them to attend educational trainings and workshops. It will be very important to 
advertise about any potential funding implementing practices and for any educational trainings or workshops in the area to 
reach a broader audience. There is also a great concern for the increasing amount of planned conversion of farms and ranches 
into high density residential developments and the future impact to the Plum Creek watershed.  More information on this 
WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the 
Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
On April 11, TCEQ held a Mid Cibolo Creek TMDL public comment meeting in Cibolo.  The 30-day public comment 
period on One TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in Mid Cibolo Creek, Segment 1913 closed April 30.  A Response to Public 
Comment will be developed.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL at their June 27 meeting.  This TMDL will not 
have significant impacts on agricultural or silvicultural nonpoint sources. 
 
On April 18, Donna Long attended a North Bosque River TMDL Advisory Group meeting in Austin.  The most recent 
calibration summary statistics for all the streamflow monitoring stations in the watershed was presented.  Discussion then 
moved to the short-term nutrient and sediment calibrations and preliminary results. The addition of the PL-566 floodwater 
retarding reservoirs to the model simulation and the measured sediment and nutrient removal efficiencies for the “typical” 
reservoir were reviewed. Results were shown of how the 2001 TCEQ measured data on soil test phosphorus for dairy waste 
application fields was used to determine the start date for the short-term nutrient calibration simulation.  The group discussed 
and offered suggestions for how the calibration might be improved.  The group further discussed other potential BMPs that 
might be appropriate to consider and how the allocation scenarios would be simulated, including electric coagulation, 
reduction in use of commercial fertilizer, use of vacuum systems, and the concept of using turfgrass production as a way of 
creating a value-added product.  Finally, the issue of how the new TMDL will be compared to the original TMDL was raised. 
An in-stream target concentration for soluble reactive phosphorus helped establish the target reductions of the original TMDL 
and such an approach would likely be used again, though different reduction goals could result.  More information on this 
TMDL is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/06-bosque.html.  This TMDL impacts dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and McLennan Counties 
 
On April 19, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership meeting in Dickinson.  This was one of two 
meetings for the partnership throughout the year.  In order to update past attendees and introduce new participants, an 
overview of the mission statement, vision, and goals was given.  Summaries from all of the workgroups were given, and 
stakeholders were invited to join workgroups, and provide any input to help with the plan.  This WPP is proceeding in 
tandem with the on-going Dickinson Bayou TMDLs for dissolved oxygen and bacteria.  TCEQ provided an update on the 
two TMDLs underway.  The TMDL for dissolved oxygen is being held up because of challenges in modeling the unique 
geologic and hydrologic functions affecting the bayou; however results from the modeling should be available by the end of 
the summer.  Work on the TMDL for bacteria has begun, and a target for completion was given for 2009.  The draft WPP is 
being developed, and should be complete in the fall.  More information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/.  Both this WPP and the TMDL have the potential to impact agricultural operations in the 
Dickinson Bayou watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
On April 24, John Foster, Lee Munz, Aaron Wendt, Loren Henley, Lawrence Brown and Brian Koch met with field staff 
from NRCS and the Atascosa County, Gonzales County, Karnes County and DeWitt County SWCDs in Kenedy to focus 
efforts on promoting Cooperative Conservation to support cattlemen in south central Texas.  Through CWA §319(h) grants, 
these four SWCDs are providing technical assistance to cattlemen in the Elm and Sandies Creeks, Peach Creek, Lower 
San Antonio River, and Atascosa River watersheds.  In FY2006 NRCS established an EQIP State Resource Concern for 
Water Quality in South Central Texas to provide cost-share assistance to livestock producers in these watersheds for 
prescribed grazing, alternative water sources and riparian buffers.  This combined effort is designed to proactively address 
bacteria loadings before TMDLs are developed for these waterbodies. 
 
On April 26, Aaron Wendt and Brian Koch attended the Plum Creek WPP Water Quality and Habitat Work Group meeting 
in Lockhart.  The group reviewed and discussed the draft 2006 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List.  An update on 
the proposed monitoring plan for Plum Creek allowed the group to have a final chance to review and discuss the plan before 
it went to EPA for funding approval. The group also reviewed and commented on the new nutrient load duration curves at 
each of the three monitoring stations for total phosphorus, nitrate, ammonia and orthophosphorus in Plum Creek.  More 
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information on this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming 
operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
On May 1, Jeff Cerny attended the Houston-Galveston Area Council Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee meeting 
in Houston.  The 2006 Basin Highlights Report was reviewed, showing an increase in bacteria impairments and a decrease in 
the number of segments with dissolved oxygen concerns due to the breaking down of stream segments into smaller sub-
segments. An overview of the changes for 2008 in the ambient water quality monitoring program was given.  More 
information is available at http://www.h-gac.com/. 
 
On May 3, Aaron Wendt participated in a Lower Colorado River Authority Anti-Dumping Advisory Panel meeting in 
Austin.  Utilizing TCEQ CWA §319(h) grant funds, LCRA flew an aerial survey of the Colorado River and several major 
tributaries in 2004.  Nearly 325 dump sites were identified within a narrow buffer along the waterbodies.  LCRA has been 
collaborating with TCEQ, Capital Area Council of Governments, and other local, regional, and state agencies to provide anti-
dumping outreach and education.  The Panel developed criteria for dump sites according to their threat to human health and 
the environment and made recommendations on actions that will lead to the protection of water quality and minimize 
environmental impact.  Criteria include if the site lies within the floodplain, the relative size and volume of the dump site, the 
type of dump site (open, pit, ravine), and the type of debris.  These criteria were used to evaluate and prioritize the dump 
sites.  More information on LCRA’s public campaign to combat illegal dumping is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/cleanwater/illegal_dumping.html. 
 
On May 4, Aaron Wendt attended a Cedar Creek WPP technical meeting in Austin.  This 3rd party WPP is being facilitated 
by Tarrant Regional Water District and Texas Water Resources Institute.  Land use analysis indicates 64% pastureland, 6% 
cropland, 15% forest and 6% urban.  The water quality focus is on phosphorus.  More information on this WPP is available at 
http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/.  This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the Cedar Creek 
watershed in Rockwall, Kaufman, Van Zandt and Henderson Counties. 
 
On May 10, Ben Wilde and Aaron Wendt attended a Pecos River stakeholder meeting in Iraan.  This meeting was hosted by 
the Pecos Valley RC&D Council and focused on the creation of a watershed landowner organization. 
 
On May 10, TCEQ held an Upper Oyster Creek TMDL public stakeholder meeting in Sugar Land.  The issue of regrowth 
of bacteria in WWTF effluent and in the environment in general resulted in discussion. TCEQ will be funding a regrowth 
study in the greater Houston area and the researchers for the proposed study would in the near future conduct an input 
meeting to be coordinated by the Houston-Galveston Area Council. The status of the dissolved oxygen TMDL included an 
overview of the relevant criteria and the results and findings of 24-hour dissolved oxygen assessment monitoring performed 
during the Index Period of years 2003, 2004, and 2005.  The assessment confirmed nonsupport of the intermediate aquatic 
life use for many portions of Upper Oyster Creek.  The final computer validation results for allocation reaches were 
presented. Some of the technical issues encountered in the model validation process were discussed. Some of the issues with 
determining critical flow and critical water temperature combinations for the allocation process were discussed.  The 30-day 
public comment period on One TMDL for Bacteria in Upper Oyster Creek, Segment 1245 closed March 26.  A Response to 
Public Comment will be developed.  TCEQ will consider adoption of this TMDL at their June 13 meeting.  The draft bacteria 
TMDL indicates a significant portion of the watershed is rangeland and pastureland.  The endpoint for this TMDL is based 
solely on achieving the single sample water quality criterion.  Load duration curves were generated and indicate a 73% 
reduction in bacteria loadings is required in both the upper and lower reaches of the creek.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-oystercreek.html.  This TMDL project has 
the potential to impact livestock and farming operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
 
On May 16, Aaron Wendt and Donna Long attended a TCEQ Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Work Group 
meeting in Austin.  The focus is to provide stakeholder input into the next revision of the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards.  This second meeting centered on provisions of the standards related to bacteria.  Discussion covered various 
options for changing bacteria standards including: a) establishing primary and secondary contact recreation categories with 
appropriate risk levels, b) exempting bacteria criteria at high flow conditions, c) not using the single sample criteria for 
assessment purposes, rather assess impairment based on the geometric mean criteria only, d) including Use Attainability 
Analysis guidance for recreational use and bacteria criteria, e) addressing situations where non-human bacteria are known to 
be prevalent, and f) changing the default assumption of contact recreation for all unclassified waterbodies.  TCEQ adoption 
of any changes to the standards is not expected until September 2008.  EPA must also approve any changes.  More 
information on this standards review process is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
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The 30-day public comment period on the 2006 Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List closed April 18.  The CWA 
requires Texas to develop and publish every two years a list of impaired waterbodies.  Nearly 225 new impairments have 
been added to the 303(d) List.  A response to public comment will be developed and published on or before July 1.  TCEQ 
and EPA approval of the 2006 Inventory and List is expected before the end of FY2007.  More information on the Texas 
Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html. 
 
TCEQ has published One TMDL for Bacteria in Oso Bay for public comment.  TCEQ will hold a public meeting to receive 
comments on the draft TMDL on June 5.  Written comments not submitted at the public meeting must be received by 5:00 
p.m. on June 15.  This draft TMDL is for the Bay only.  The TMDL project also covers Oso Creek.  Land use across the 
watershed includes cultivated croplands (62.7%), developed/urbanized (13.3%), rangeland/pastureland (13.1%) and other 
(10.9%).  The watershed model suggests dry day loading not associated with runoff events is a major factor in non-attainment 
for the creek.  These dry day loadings (small values compared to runoff events) keep the daily bacteria concentrations high 
causing the segment to violate the geometric mean criteria for contact recreation.  Potential dry day loading sources include 
septic system influx from groundwater, birds and wildlife, leaking utilities and bacteria from regrowth and sediment 
interactions.  One scenario from the model suggests that, to achieve water quality standards, dry day loadings in all Oso 
Creek subwatersheds need to be reduced 100%.  This same scenario suggests that NPS loadings from several subwatersheds 
feeding Oso Creek will need to be reduced by 71%.  More information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/67-osobaybacteria.html.  This TMDL will impact livestock and 
farming operations in the Oso Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Texas is hosting the 15th National NPS Monitoring Workshop in August 2007 in Austin.  The theme for this EPA-
sponsored workshop is Monitoring for Decision Making.  More information, including a call for papers and posters, is 
available at the Conference website http://www.rivers.txstate.edu/NPS07/. 
 
The TSSWCB and the TCEQ established the joint technical Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs in September 2006 and gave the 
Task Force members 120 days to report.  The 3rd draft of the Report was delivered to the Board and Commission via e-mail 
on January 25, precisely 120 days.  The Task Force, and approximately 50 Expert Advisors, held three 
meetings/teleconferences to develop the Report.  All Task Force materials and documents are available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/bacteriatmdl/.  The Recommended Approach for Bacteria TMDL and I-Plan Development section is the 
heart of the Report.  The May 2007 issue of The Cattleman, published by Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association, 
included an article on the Bacteria TMDL Task Force.  The Board and Commission have tentatively scheduled June 29 as a 
joint work session for action on the Task Force Report. 
 

Upcoming Public Meetings (through July 31, 2007) 
 
• May 21 – Dickinson Bayou WPP Recreation Work Group (Dickinson) 
• May 22 – Lake Granbury WPP stakeholder meeting (Granbury) 
• May 22 – Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL Stakeholder Advisory Group (Orange) 
• May 23 – Dickinson Bayou WPP Landuse work group meeting (Dickinson) 
• May 23 – Taking on the Long-term Stewardship of Wetland Mitigation Sites (EPA Webcast) 
• May 24 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (Houston) 
• May 25 – Public Comment on Implementation Plan for Two TMDLs for Chloride and Total Dissolved Solids in the 

Colorado River Below E. V. Spence Reservoir due to TCEQ 
• May 25 – Public Comment on Implementation Plan for Three TMDLs for Chloride, Sulfate, and Total Dissolved Solids 

in Petronila Creek Above Tidal due to TCEQ 
• May 25 – Public Comment on Implementation Plan for Zinc in Oyster Tissue in Nueces Bay due to TCEQ 
• May 29 – Dickinson Bayou WPP Flood and Stormwater Work Group (Friendswood) 
• May 31 – Nutrient Transport and Retention in Wetland and Aquatic Ecosystems (USGS webcast) 
• June 5 – Oso Bay TMDL Public Comment meeting (Corpus Christi) 
• June 5 – Plum Creek WPP Outreach and Education Work Group (Luling) 
• June 5 – Plum Creek WPP Agricultural NPS Work Group (Lockhart) 
• June 5 – TCEQ Agricultural Waste Pesticide Collection – Luling 
• June 6 – Caddo Lake Flow-Ecology workshop (Austin) 
• June 6 – TCEQ Agricultural Waste Pesticide Collection – Giddings 
• June 7 – TSSWCB Wharton Regional Watershed Coordination Steering Committee (Columbus) 
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• June 7 – TCEQ Agricultural Waste Pesticide Collection – Wharton 
• June 8-10 – Society for Ecological Restoration – Texas Chapter 12th Annual Conference (Lubbock) 
• June 12 – Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan work group meeting (Austin) 
• June 12 – Caddo Lake WPP stakeholder meeting (TBA) 
• June 12 – Buck Creek WPP stakeholder meeting (Memphis) 
• June 14 – Plum Creek WPP Urban NPS Work Group (Kyle) 
• June 14 – Plum Creek WPP Wastewater and Industry Work Group (Kyle) 
• June 15 – Public Comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in Oso Bay due to TCEQ 
• June 15 – Hickory Creek WPP stakeholder meeting (Denton) 
• June 15 – Value Added Processing of Manure (NLPELC webcast) 
• June 21 – Plum Creek WPP Habitat and Water Quality Work Group (Lockhart) 
• June 28 – TCEQ Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Work Group meeting (Austin) 
• June 29 – Joint TSSWCB/TCEQ Work Session on Bacteria TMDL Task Force (Austin) 
• July 12 – Concho River WPP stakeholder meeting (San Angelo) 
 

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative 

Dairy Manure Export Support Project 

Funding for the Dairy Manure Export Support Program has been depleted to the point such that the last day to receive 
reimbursement for hauling was February 28, 2007. Program participants were notified of the deadline at the beginning of 
February. Final billing for the haulers was due to the DMES Office by March 15, 2007. The final report discussing the 
program’s accomplishments since it’s inception in October, 2000 should be completed by June.  
 
As of February 28, over 1,093,000 tons of manure have been removed from North Bosque and Leon watershed dairies and 
transported to commercial composting operations.  
 

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 
The CCC will meet in Galveston, Thursday, June 21 at 1:30 p.m. It will be at the Galveston Country Club, 14228 Steward 
Road.  

CIAP Program  

On April 16, 2007, MMS released the individual CIAP allocation amounts for fiscal years 2007 and 2008. The State of Texas 
will receive $48,591,202.09 for fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to 
the state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly to the 18 coastal counties. The MMS originally estimated that Texas 
would receive between $55 and $70 million based on revenues generated in the federal 2005 fiscal year. Due to the severe 
storm events in the Gulf of Mexico during the 2006 fiscal year, particularly Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the outer 
Continental Shelf revenues generated off the Texas coast were significantly lower in 2006 than expected.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by MMS. This plan will 
include the recommended projects that have been submitted for funding. The CIAP staff is currently preparing the draft plan 
to be presented for discussion and approval at a Coastal Land Advisory Board (CLAB) meeting to be held in the near future. 
The CLAB-approved draft plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor for final approval before being posted in the 
Texas Register for 30 days. After public comments are reviewed, the state plan will be presented at a second CLAB meeting. 
Upon approval by the CLAB and the Office of the Governor, the plan will be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review 
and approve/disapprove the plan. After the state plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for each selected project will 
be submitted to MMS for funding approval. The MMS will not begin reviewing grant applications until October 2007. 

 

CMP Grant Program 

Information on Grant Cycle 13 (FY 09) is now available online.  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle13.html 
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The deadline for pre-proposals is June 20, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is optional and is only 
necessary if written comments are desired.) The full application is due October 10, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. 

Flood Control Dams 
There has been a lot of interest in issues with flood control dams. A recent press release by USDA NRCS highlights the 
benefits and protection these structures provide during heavy rainfalls. The article estimated that flood control dams in Ellis 
County prevented $2.2 million in flood damages during heavy rains of up to 16 inches in late March. The article, along with 
photos can be seen here: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/news/Highlights/flood_elliscounty.html 

 

BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM STATUS REPORT   
 
GENERAL STATUS REPORTS  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the State Brush Control Program by providing $1,874,176.00 in 
General Revenue Funds in FY07. These funds were directed to be used for continuation of brush control projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 
 

Watershed 2007 Allocated Funds Unobligated Funds ($) Treated Acres 
       
North Concho 50,000.00 20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales 200,000.00 $ 53.60 73,375.08 
     
Twin Buttes 500,000.00 $ 0.00 275,765.57 
     
Lake Ballinger 50,000.00 $ 50,000.00 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake 50,0000.00 $37,169.00 16,404 
     
Pecos (SaltCedar) 150,000.00 $ 65,662.64 7,274.15 
     
Upper Colorado(SaltCedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 824.32 
     
Hubbard Creek(SaltCedar) 60,000.00 $ 48,825.75 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
    
Nueces River 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
     
    
    
    
    
   

*The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column 
*Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project 
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More Information on Programs 
For more information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html 
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Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board 
P.O. Box 658 
Temple, TX 76503 
(254) 773-2250 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Monthly Program News and Activities 
June, 2007 

 

 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and water 
conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 

REX ISOM, Executive Director 
 

Budget/Accounting 
 

• 2007 Agricultural Water Conservation Grant – Allocation amounts for the 2007 Agricultural Water Conservation 
Program were distributed in May.  The total amount available for 2007 is $ 100,000. There were 212 districts 
eligible with 199 districts agreeing to participate.  The final value per X (criteria) is $211.42.   Participating districts 
will have until October 31, 2007 to spend and claim these funds.  

 
• 2007 Technical Service Provider Grant (TSSWCB) – On April 9, 2007 the TSSWCB received $202,116 from 

NRCS for a regional office technical service provider program.  This funding will be used to cover the costs of 
contract employees providing technical services for EQIP in the following counties:  Nueces, Hidalgo, Cameron, 
Willacy, Kleberg, Kenedy, Jackson, Wharton, Jim Wells, Duval, Frio, Atascosa, Dimmit, Zavala, Fort Bend, 
Brazoria, Colorado, Calhoun, La Salle, Erath, Bosque, Comanche, Hamilton, McLennan, Eastland and Coryell.  The 
funding will be available through September 30, 2007.   

 
• 2007 Technical Service Provider Grant (SWCDs) – On April 9, 2007 the TSSWCB received $382,000 for a 2007 

SWCD statewide Technical Service Provider Program. Allocation letters have been distributed to all participating 
districts.   This funding will be used to cover the cost of district technical services for EQIP. The funding will be 
available through September 30, 2007. 

 

• Reminder:  July 1st is the deadline for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims for 2007. 

 

 

Dates and Deadlines 
• July 1 – Deadline for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims 

• August 31 – Deadline for balance of Matching Fund allocations to be claimed 

• August 31 – Deadline for Matching Fund supplemental to be claimed 

• August 31 – Deadline for Technical Assistance program Performance Report 

• August 31 – 4th quarter ending 
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Human Resources 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for 2 Natural Resource Specialist III positions in Temple. Both positions have a start date 
not earlier than September 1, 2007.  
 
 

Resignation  
 
Carter Miska will resign on July 6, 2007, as the Regional Manager in Wharton. 

 

Special Projects 

State Meeting 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and make plans to 
attend. Planning is already underway to provide an excellent program. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed. 

New Rule Proposed 

The State Board is proposing a new rule to address handling public funds. The new rule proposes that in order for a soil and 
water conservation district to be designated to administer State Board programs or to receive funds or cost share funds, they 
must show that they are conducting regularly scheduled meetings to properly handle financial and contractual obligations and 
are implementing internal controls for handling public funds. 

The rule was published in the June 15 edition of the Texas Register and is open for review and comments until July 15, 2007.  

 

Public Information/ Education 

2007 Texas State Envirothon 

By Kathy Dean  

Nineteen teams from across Texas participated in the state Envirothon competition, April 21 - 23, 2007, at Sheldon Lake 
State Park and Environmental Learning Center in Houston, Texas. 
 
Envirothon is a three-day academic, extra-curricular environmental and natural resource education program and competition 
designed for high school students. Teams of five students work together to answer questions focusing on five areas of study: 
aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, and a current environmental issue which was alternative/renewable energy. In addition to 
the field experience, students also participate in an oral component focusing on a real-world environmental problem.  
 
The overall winner of the 2007 Texas Envirothon was Conroe Academy of Science and Technology Team A and will 
represent Texas at the Canon Envirothon competition to be held at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, N.Y., July 
29 – Aug. 3, 2007. Conroe Academy of Science and Technology Team B was second place. The John Cooper Team A and 
Westside Team A were third place winners. 
 
The day before the competition began, student training workshops were presented by a variety of professionals. Presenters 
included Michelle Holyfield and Alex Stanton, Eastman Chemical Company; Diana Foss and Andy Sipocz, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department; Steven Cooke and Michael Easley, Texas Forest Service; and Dennis Brezina, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. During these presentations students received training in aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, and oral 
presentation skills. 
 
The competition officially began on Sunday with 95 students and 24 team advisors participating in the field testing. 
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Questions on the field test ranged from identifying bird calls and tree measurements to describing soil textures and discussing 
the benefits of wetlands. More than 80 volunteers assisted with a variety of jobs, including monitoring the field stations, 
leading students to each station, grading the field tests, and serving as judges for the oral presentations. 
 
Sponsors of the 2007 Texas Envirothon included Eastman Chemical Company; University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
Environmental Institute of Houston; Sheldon Lake State Park and Environmental Learning Center; Canon USA; the Sam 
Houston Resource Conservation and Development; Texas Association of Environmental Professionals; Association of Texas 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts; Texas Association for Environmental Education; Shell Oil Company – Texas 
Regional Collaboratives; Lyondell Chemical Company; Blue Bell Ice Creameries; BP America; and Richardson 
Environmental Action League. Soil and water conservation districts that served as sponsors include Harris County, 
Montgomery County, Sandhill, and Hale County. 
 
For more information about the Texas State Envirothon, contact Wendy Reistle, Environmental Institute of Houston/UHCL, 
at (281) 283-3045 or visit www.texasenvirothon.org. 

Second Annual Sustainable Land Management Workshop 
 
New landowners received a valuable conservation education at the Second Annual Sustainable Land Management Workshop, 
April 28, 2007, at the Samuell Farm in Mesquite Texas.  

The USDA-NRCS co-sponsored the workshop and delivered materials to the attendees about conservation planning, web soil 
survey, NRCS programs, Earth Team volunteer opportunities, and an introduction to soils.   

“This workshop gave NRCS an opportunity to introduce the web soil survey through a live demonstration using current 
technology,” said Michael Brooks, NRCS district conservationist in Arlington.   

The workshop concept emerged from an increase in the number of new landowners in the Dallas area, and to ensure that 
resource materials were made available to the public. Landowners attending the workshop had the opportunity to attend 
various field sessions focusing on pasture and range management for production purpose, along with pasture and prairie 
restoration management for wildlife purposes. Plus, attendees were able to ask questions of different agricultural specialists 
during an open forum.  

“We introduced grazing management techniques to landowners that will provide an awareness of water quality, plant health, 
and animal health issues,” Brooks said.  

Along with NRCS, other agencies and groups sponsoring the workshop included Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
Texas Cooperative Extension, Dallas Central Appraisal District, Texas Forest Service, Bluebonnet Resource Conservation 
and Development, Dalworth Soil and Water Conservation District, Dallas County Farm Bureau, North Texas Master 
Naturalist, and the Noble Foundation. 

 By Randy Henry, NRCS Public Affairs Specialist 

Texas Teams Sweep Regional Woodland Clinic  

Texas teams won the top three places in both the FFA and 4-H competitions at the 2007 Regional Woodland Clinic, May 4 in 
Minden, La.  

“Although Texas teams have always done well in the regional competition, this is the first time they, or any state, have swept 
the top three positions in both categories,” said Ray Stoner, state forester for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS).  

Twenty teams from Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma participated in the clinic, which began in 1984 in Avinger, 
Texas.  
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There are nine categories in the regional contest. Students are quizzed on hardwood identification, pine identification, rate of 
growth, selective thinning, tree volume, wood products, site index, timber stand improvement, and compass and pacing.  

The clinic rotates among the four states that participate; Texas will host the contest in 2008. Each state can send up to six 
teams, three from FFA and three from 4-H. 
 
More information and photo available on the NRCS Texas web site at 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/news/Highlights/woodland.html 

 By Kathy Dean, NRCS Public Affairs Specialist 

Nacogdoches poultry grower chosen to chair state soil and water board 
  
During a rare East Texas meeting of the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board — a state agency that coordinates 
conservation and pollution programs — a Nacogdoches poultry grower was chosen as the board chairman. 
 
Jerry Nichols, who has grown chickens in Nacogdoches since 1974, was unanimously selected by the seven-man board at its 
bi-monthly meeting held at The Fredonia. 
 
With board members coming from each region of the state, the group normally meets in Temple or Austin, but this time 
Nichols invited the members to come to Nacogdoches. 
 
"The emphasis of this meeting was to educate the board on the poultry industry in Texas," Nichols said. 
 
In addition to its responsibilities of assisting the state's 217 soil and water conservation districts and controlling brush in the 
state, the TSSWCB also writes policy concerning the effect of agriculture on surface water. In 2001, the Texas Legislature 
forced poultry growers to adhere to a water-quality management plan, which would instruct growers on how to avoid 
agricultural pollution. 
 
The TSSWCB provides financial and technical assistance to the growers, helping them to stay within state laws. Board 
members are most concerned with "litter," the manure collected from chicken houses, according to Joel Clark, a program 
specialist from Buna. 
 
"(Poultry growing) is complicated," Nichols said. "It's a lot more than raising chickens." 
 
To educate the members, Nichols scheduled Thursday afternoon tours of the Pilgrim's Pride processing plant on Martin 
Luther King Boulevard and the SFA poultry farm off U.S. Hwy. 259 north of Nacogdoches. 
 
The board must decide what the best practices are for using the litter — when and where to spread it and how to store it. To 
make smart decisions, the board needed to learn all it could about the poultry world, and Nichols thought the members could 
use the show-and-tell. 
 
"You've got someone like me from West Texas on the board who knows very little about the poultry industry," said Reed 
Stewart, of Sterling City, who was chosen as vice chairman of the board. 
 
Nichols, who grew up on a poultry farm in San Augustine, served on the board of the Nacogdoches Soil and Water 
Conservation District for 28 years before being elected to the TSSWCB. He was elected by the board shortly after Aubrey 
Russell, the chairman for two years, announced he would step down at the meeting. 
 
Of the seven board members, five who are active in farming and ranching are elected by district directors across the state. 
The governor's office appoints the remaining two. 
 
The TSSWCB was created in 1939 by the Texas Legislature to organize the state into soil and water conservation districts 
and communicate with the Legislature on behalf of those districts. 
By KYLE PEVETO 
The Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel 
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NACD South Central Meeting….July 26 – 28, 2007 
 

Cherokee Casino and Resort, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
Sponsored by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 
 
The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts invites you to be our guest at the 2007 South Central National 
Association of Conservation Districts Regional Meeting.  The theme of the meeting is “Water: Don’t Gamble With Your 
Future!”   We’ll be welcomed by the Chief of the Cherokee Nation and hear from Tulsa Mayor Kathy Taylor who will 
discuss the partnerships the city has forged in order to ensure safe drinking water to the metropolitan area.  Each of the four 
states will be presenting information on their current water issues.  Other sessions include:  Dams in Crisis – the future of the 
watershed program and current status of the 2007 Farm Bill.   
 
This year we will be offering a separate track for district employees.  During an all day workshop on Friday, learn new and 
exciting methods of delivering the important message of soil and water conservation to children and adults.  Come prepared 
to spend the day participating in water, watershed, and soils activities.  Any district employee who attends the South Central 
meeting will be eligible to participate in a drawing hosted by the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees.  
The winning individual will receive $250 to be used for conservation education activities in their district.     
 
On Saturday, participants will take a closer look at protecting Tulsa’s drinking water.  Northeastern Oklahoma is a land of 
lakes and rivers, and we are all familiar with the challenges involved in consistently providing clean, fresh water to the 
people of Tulsa and other communities.  Join us on this tour and see and hear about how the lakes’ water quality is being 
protected. 
  

Come along on this tour and learn about… 
- The origin of Tulsa’s drinking water. 
- Activities that take place in our lakes’ watersheds. 
- Best management practices that protect water against agricultural non-point source pollutants. 
- Steps that can be taken by everyone to protect drinking water for those who live downstream. 

 
Separate tours are planned for the Auxiliary both Friday and Saturday.  See the Auxiliary Agenda for more information.   
 
The meeting will be held at the Cherokee Casino and Resort (www.cherokeecasino.com) in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Come 
experience the unique style of gaming designed to provide hours of thrilling entertainment.  The casino floor boasts 1,500 
electronic games as well as 70 card game tables for you to try your hand.  The casino isn’t the only exciting aspect of the 
Cherokee Casino Resort.  While visiting, you can enjoy a tee time at the challenging golf course and live music at one of the 
many entertainment venues. 
 
Field Day Gives Students Hands-on Experience  

The Fifth Grade Educational Field Day at the Fort Stockton Intermediate School was held April 27. The Trans-Pecos Soil and 
Water Conservation District #231 (SWCD) started the field day 17 years ago to give students hands-on experience in 
agriculture.   

The field day was organized by Deborah Smith, secretary for the Trans-Pecos SWCD, and sponsored by the district in 
cooperation with USDA- NRCS, Texas Cooperative Extension, and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  

Sandra Braden, volunteer, discussed farm products of Pecos County, including cotton production and the many uses of cotton 
seed oil. A video was shown of products being made from cotton.  

Preston Irwin, NRCS range management specialist, demonstrated soil erosion and the effects of good agricultural practices. 
Wind erosion and different types of soil were discussed.  
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Shawn Gray, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, showed the various wildlife species of Pecos County. He explained 
about predators and their role in ecology, as well as the food chain.  

Darrel Seidel, NRCS district conservationist, discussed grazing systems, range management, and different types of brush 
management.  

Jed Elrod, Pecos County Extension agent, discussed the many uses of products derived from livestock. He talked to students 
about food, clothing, automotive products, healthcare, and many other uses.  

Lynn Loomis, NRCS soil scientist, discussed the importance of soil, the components of soil, and how soil is made. 

By Deborah Smith, Trans-Pecos Soil and Water Conservation District secretary 

 
  
Young County Wheat and Conservation Tillage Field Day 

Farmers and ranchers from Young County and surrounding areas came to the Red Top Community Center near Graham, 
Texas, to discuss wheat and conservation at the Young County Wheat and Conservation Tillage Field Day, May 8, 2007.  
 
The field day was sponsored by the USDA-NRCS, Texas Cooperative Extension, Monsanto Corp., and the Young County 
Soil and Water Conservation District. Speakers shared market outlooks, new wheat varieties, results from test plots, and 
minimum/no-till production technique benefits. Also, landowners and producers received presentations about new 
conservation programs.  
 
Several testimonials were given by no-till and minimum-till producers in Young County, who spoke to the group of 
producers about the benefits of no-till farming. 
 
“There are trade-offs to be expected when going from conventional to no-till, such as a high fuel bill for a high chemical 
bill,” said Kirk Shepard, guest speaker and host farmer in Young County. “You have to spray a lot, so if you’re scared of 
spraying don’t make the switch to no-till.” 
 
Several agency and group speakers discussed conservation topics, including market outlooks for wheat production, updated 
information on wheat variety trials, over-seeding wheat using a heavy minimum-till drill, new herbicides for no-till producers 
with application rates and target species. Other NRCS information presented to assist producers and landowners included 
land management tools, RUSLE2, nutrient management, Continuous Conservation Reserve Program, riparian and pond 
buffers, grassed waterways, and field borders. 
 
NRCS personnel speaking at the field day were Troy Reinke, NRCS rangeland management specialist in Graham; Ricky 
Linex, NRCS wildlife biologist in Weatherford; Andy Spencer, NRCS agronomist in Weatherford; Sidney Paulson, NRCS 
soil scientist and MLRA party leader in Graham; and Jessica Jobe, NRCS soil scientist in Graham. Other field day speakers 
included Brad Morrison, county Extension agent; Stan Bevers, Extension economics specialist; Gaylon Morgan, Extension 
state agronomist; Greg Steele, representative for Monsanto Corp.; along with Kirk Shepard, Mark Shepard and Wilson 
Oatman, all farmers in Young County.  

Story by Troy Reinke 
Rangeland Management Specialist 
Graham, Texas  
 

Upper Llanos SWCD Celebrates 60 Years on the Land 

The Upper Llanos Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Junction, Texas, recently celebrated its 60th anniversary 
right where they started: on the land.  
 
To commemorate their six decades of conservation assistance, the SWCD board of directors, along with USDA-NRCS 
District Conservationist Haley Jo Babb and Kimble County Extension Agent Russell Kott, organized a Range Management 
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Field Day. More than 100 landowners in Kimble County and surrounding areas attended the event. 
 
The field day involved a tour of the Hagood Ranch, with owners and managers Charles Hagood and Brodie Caudle 
showcasing their conservation efforts, including brush management, prescribed burning, and rotational grazing.  
 
“If you remove any one of those three components you will limit the effectiveness of the entire operation,” Hagood told tour 
participants.  
 
The ranch was founded by Hagood’s great-grandfather, W. W. Allen, in 1898. The Hagoods have been addressing 
overgrowth of cedar (Ashe juniper) since the 1950s. They prefer to cut the cedar trees and then let them lie on the ground for 
a year or two and then use a prescribed burn to remove the dead debris. In pastures with excess slash on the ground, cool 
season prescribed burns are an effective way to clean the land without getting too hot and causing adverse damage. 
 
He pointed out that the downed trees allow grass and other plants to grow up in the protected area which provide food and 
shelter for wildlife. 
 
“Some people think they can’t afford to do brush work on their land,” Hagood said. “In my opinion, you can’t afford not to. 
 
“Even if it costs you $100/acre to get rid of the cedar, it’s like you are buying your land back,” he explained. “You are 
reclaiming land that was otherwise unusable. So now you have more productive land. You couldn’t go out and buy that land 
to increase production around here – it would be too expensive. So for $100 an acre the increased production is well worth 
it.” 
 
NRCS wildlife biologist Steve Nelle and NRCS range management specialist Charles Anderson were on hand to discuss how 
wildlife and livestock can benefit from conservation practices that improve the land.  
 
Bill McMillan, president of Cedar Fiber, spoke about how the cleared cedar can be a source of income when it is sold for use 
as fence posts, cedar wood chips, and other by-products. 
 
“We have our Bobcat cutting brush in this pasture, as well as a wood-hauling operation taking place at the same time,” 
Hagood explained at one of the tour stops where extensive cedar shearing was taking place. “We try to sell as much of the big 
cedar as possible in order to help cut down on labor costs.”  
 
Hagood and Caudle led the tour through a pasture where cedar had been cleared eight years prior. The regrowth was kept in 
check with prescribed burns about three years after the initial cutting, and then again in February of 2007. 
 
“The burning stimulated growth of shin oak, sumac and redbud,” Hagood said. “These are all good forage plants for our 
goats and deer. We believe this landscape and plant community is closer to the conditions our great-grandfather saw in the 
late 1800s.” 
 
After the ranch tour, participants went to the Texas Tech University center in Junction for a lunch and awards presentation.  
 
“It’s great to see so many agriculture people in one room united by one thing: we all care about the land,” said Joe Freeman, 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board field representative, in his welcoming address.  
 
John Dennis, Kimble County chief appraiser was the keynote speaker, addressing wildlife property tax evaluations and 
options.  
 
Mark Moseley, NRCS rangeland management specialist and state liaison for the Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative 
(GLCI), was available to help answer land management questions. He handed out “pasture sticks” to members of the 
audience during lunch. The pastures sticks, a coordinated project with NRCS, GLCI, the Lower Colorado River Authority 
and others, are a field tool to help ranchers monitor forage and stocking rates. 
 
After lunch, Steve Nelle had a plant identification station set up for ranchers to test their skills in identifying local plants. 
 
“The Upper Llanos Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to have been a part of land stewardship efforts in this 
county for the last 60 years,” said Upper Llanos SWCD chairman and local rancher Art Mudge. “We have a lot of people in 
our area doing some great work on their land that will last for many generations.” 
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By Dee Ann Cameron  

Elm Fork Multipurpose Site Dedication Ceremony 

Several people joined in a dedication ceremony for Elm Fork 19 multipurpose site in Muenster, Texas, on May 30, 2007. 
Local sponsors, with technical assistance from the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), recently 
completed the $11.3 million project that established a structure for a municipal water supply, flood retention, and recreational 
use. 
 
The site, commonly called Muenster Lake, is part of a system of structures within the Elm Fork of the Trinity River 
Watershed. Muenster Lake was cost shared between NRCS and the Muenster Water District (MWD). Additional sponsors 
included the city of Muenster, Cooke County, and Upper Elm-Red Soil and Water Conservation District. 
 
“In every instance, we were always positive moving forward, solving problems, and achieving the interim and long-range 
goals needed for progress,” said Bob Bauer, president of the MWD. “It was delightful working with NRCS.”  
 
Muenster Lake provides flood control and silt reduction for the Elm Fork Watershed. In addition, the lake provides water for 
the city of Muenster and many recreational opportunities. The lake covers 309 surface acres with more than 3,500 acre-feet of 
municipal water supply, and over 400 acre-feet for recreational use.  
 
The project was constructed in two phases with phase one being authorized in March 2001, and phase two being funded in 
September 2002. The construction of the dam was completed in May 2006 with NRCS funding $5.9 million and the MWD 
providing $5.4 million.  
 
Among those attending the ceremony included Texas Sen. Craig Estes; Jim McGee, aide to U.S Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson; 
Patricia Puig, aide to U.S. Rep. Mac Thornberry; and Mike Lytle, aide to Texas Rep. Rick Hardcastle. Honorees included 
Henry Weinzapfel, first president of the MWD, and Celine Dittfurth, board secretary for the MWD.  

By Randy Henry  
 

Gillespie County Landowners Receive Rain & Educational Information 

Spirits were high and smiles were plentiful as a steady rain tapped the tin roof of the show barn at the Gillespie County 
Fairgrounds in Fredericksburg, Texas, during the Annual Beef and Range Field Day held in May.  
 
Nearly 300 people attended the event, hosted by the Gillespie County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). The 
educational field day was originally scheduled to be held at the Lewis Ranch, with hosts Jack and Liza Lewis giving a tour of 
the ranch, showcasing conservation practices they have implemented.  
 
However, due to excessive rainfall, the event was moved indoors to the Gillespie County Fairgrounds. While the location 
changed, the agenda did not. With welcomed rain dripping off the roof, rancher Liza Lewis gave an oral presentation about 
their ranching operation and management strategies. Lewis has worked closely with the USDA-NRCS District 
Conservationist Tom Hammer, based in Fredericksburg, to accomplish management goals such as increased forage 
production and improved wildlife habitat.  
 
Mike Reagan, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, presented a program with tips for managing wildlife in the Hill 
Country. As more landowners are making the transition from traditional agricultural uses on their land to more wildlife 
emphasis, habitat management is a key item of interest. 
 
Allen Ersch, president of Gillespie Prescribed Burn Association, gave an overview of the association and prescribed burning 
training being offered. The association was formed in February 2005 with the help of the Gillespie County SWCD and 
NRCS. Ersch stressed the organization’s purpose is to give landowners a safe, economical way to control cedar, prickly pear, 
and mesquite on their private lands through prescribed burning, and encouraged local landowners to join. 
 
Range management through the use of prescribed fire was addressed by NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist Charles 
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Anderson. Anderson spoke to the audience about advance planning by adjusting stocking rates to increase fuel load in 
preparation for a prescribed burn. He also stressed the benefits of applying prescribed burns as an effective tool in an ongoing 
brush management program. 
 
Anderson led the group through an exercise to help them determine the cost-effectiveness of prescribed burning versus 
performing more intensive brush management over a 15-year time span. Anderson was able to demonstrate how prescribed 
burning increased forage production, allowing for higher stocking rates, which, in turn, generated more income with reduced 
range management costs. 
 
Dr. Michael Masser, fisheries specialist for Texas Cooperative Extension, gave a presentation on pond management to the 
farmers and ranchers in attendance. Masser was able to visually relate fish habitat in a way that created a better understanding 
of the needs of bass and other fish common in Hill Country ponds.  
 
The Gillespie County SWCD has been hosting the Annual Beef and Range Field Day since 1979. Hundreds of people have 
attended the fun and educational event each year. 
 
“I am really encouraged by the number of people here investigating opportunities and seeking information about managing 
their land,” Hammer said, expressing his appreciation to the audience for their interest in the program. 
 
A meal was served following the educational program, with the Gillespie County SWCD awarding generous door prizes 
which included feed, gift certificates, a weed sprayer, and many more items donated from sponsors in the community. More 
information on the Gillespie County SWCD’s events can be found on their website at www.gillespiecountyswcd.org. 

By Dee Ann Cameron  
 
 

Exhibits/Events/Video Library  
 
Video Library   
 

I. Thirty-seven videos have been checked out since June 1, 2007. (Documentation) 

 
 
 
Watershed Model 
 

I. Watershed Model demonstration by Loren Henley at the Tarleton Teacher Workshop in Stephenville, 
Texas on June 18, 2007. 

 

 
Exhibit 
 

I. Exhibit was presented at the Independent Cattlemen’s Association Event in College Station, Texas on June 
28-29, 2007. 

 

 

Future Events 

 

I.  Exhibit will be presented at the Texas Sheep and Goat Raiser’s Event by Mel Davis on July 19-21, 2007. 
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Conservation Programs 

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT  

There are currently 66 ongoing 319 projects. The $20 million provided to these projects through the Clean Water Act, 
§319(h) Nonpoint Source Grant Program is being utilized for NPS from poultry operations and dairies, runoff of atrazine 
from cropland, salt cedar, watershed planning, groundwater quality improvement, assessing sources of bacteria, educational 
programs for the forest industry, and other implementation, education, and assessment projects. 

 

FY2007 CWA §319(h) FUNDING ALLOCATION : 

The FY07 CWA §319(h) funding allocation for EPA is $199 million nationally, down from $204 million in FY06. EPA is 
stressing that it is very important that projects meet national load reduction goals, have quantifiable environmental benefits, 
and meet Program Activity Measures (PAMs). 
 
The TSSWCB’s FY07 §319(h) program allocation is $4,564,900. This is a $121,250 reduction in funds compared to the 
FY06 allocation ($4,686,150).    
 
2007 WATER QUALITY PROGRAM PLANNING WORKSHOP: 

On May 17, Aaron Wendt and TJ Helton participated in the 2007 Water Quality Program Planning Workshop. This 
workshop focused on TSSWCB’s, TCEQ’s, and EPA’s efforts to achieve performance relating to the EPA Strategic Plan and 
the National Water Program Guidance. In particular, attendees discussed EPA’s planning and accountability processes,  
Program Activity Measures (PAMs), midyear progress towards meeting FY07 PAMs, commitments and measures for FY08 
PAMs, unliquidated obligation goals for §319(h) grants, and other related program efforts in Texas.   
 
EPA-STATE  NPS WATERSHEDS WORKSHOP: 

The EPA-State NPS Watersheds Workshop was held on June 6-7 in Dallas. The purpose of this workshop was to improve 
watershed–based planning strategies that lead to nonpoint source pollutant reduction and achievement of water quality 
standards. This meeting will gave TSSWCB staff the opportunity to discuss NPS program successes and opportunities with 
staff from EPA Region 6, TCEQ, and other States including Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma.   
 
FY2006 NONPOINT SOURCE ANNUAL REPORT: 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS Program 
annually. The 2006 Nonpoint Source Annual Report highlights the State’s efforts during 2006 to collect data and assess water 
quality, implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve 
and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. The 2006 Annual Report has been 
completed and submitted to EPA. It is currently available electronically at www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram. 
 
 

Water Quality Management Plan Program 
A total of 665 water quality management plans have been certified through the end of the 3rd quarter, FY-07. 
Districts in the priority areas obligated a total of $1,672,044.00 of cost-share funds.  This represents 85.9% of the 
total allocation for all the areas.   The deadline for obligating funds was April 30, 2007. Funds that were not 
obligated by this date were reallocated within each priority area by the State Board at their May, 2007 meeting 
held in Nacogdoches.  Seventeen districts received supplemental cost-share allocations in the amount of 
$242,207.00. 
 
Districts are making every effort to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are used to the fullest extent.  Deadline for 
FY-05 cost-share payments will be the first week of August, 2007. 
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Poultry Water Quality Management Plans 
Two bills were passed and signed into law during the 80th Legislative Session. 

HB 1457:  Removes cooking of poultry mortality for swine food as a method of poultry carcass disposal to be consistent with 
Section 165.026 of the Texas Agriculture Code, which prohibits feeding of restricted garbage (ie: poultry carcasses) to swine.  
It also prohibits storage of poultry carcasses on the site of a poultry facility for more than 72 hours unless the carcasses are 
refrigerated or frozen. 

HB 1719:  Removes the requirement to notify the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) of burial of animal 
carcasses if that burial is on land covered by a Water Quality Management Plan certified by TSSWCB that addresses site 
specific animal mortality burial.  Poultry carcasses may only be buried in the event of a major die-off that exceeds 0.3% per 
day of the total farm inventory and the normal method of disposal must continue to be used. 

TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter poultry 
operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit.  The rule change also addressed SB1707 regarding exemption 
of dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual permit if in close proximity to sole-
source drinking water supplies. 

However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, large farms are 
still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or else be subject to having to 
obtain permit coverage.  To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and follow a Water Quality Management Plan 
certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h).  They also must not 
have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S. 

A new guidance document is available and now posted on the agency website to address additional requirements necessary 
for CAFO size poultry farms to remain in compliance with state and federal rules and laws. 

Current status of poultry WQMPs: 

Total existing farms 1375 

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1319 (96%) 

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 1 

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 15 

Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of development  37 

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with Sanderson Farms. 75 

 

 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and  

Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) Program 

Upcoming Activities  
 
 
Texas is hosting the 15th National NPS Monitoring Workshop in August 2007 in Austin.  The theme for this EPA-
sponsored workshop is Monitoring for Decision Making.  More information, including a call for papers and posters, is 
available at the Conference website http://www.rivers.txstate.edu/NPS07/. 
 
The TSSWCB and the TCEQ established the joint technical Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs in September 2006 and gave the 
Task Force members 120 days to report.  The 3rd draft of the Report was delivered to the Board and Commission via e-mail 
on January 25, precisely 120 days.  The Task Force, and approximately 50 Expert Advisors, held three 
meetings/teleconferences to develop the Report.  All Task Force materials and documents are available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/bacteriatmdl/.  The Recommended Approach for Bacteria TMDL and I-Plan Development section is the 
heart of the Report.  The May 2007 issue of The Cattleman, published by Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association, 
included an article on the Bacteria TMDL Task Force.  The Board and Commission have tentatively scheduled June 29 as a 
joint work session for action on the Task Force Report. 
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Upcoming Public Meetings (through July 31, 2007) 
 
• June 29 – Joint TSSWCB/TCEQ Work Session on Bacteria TMDL Task Force (Austin) 
• July 12 – Concho River WPP stakeholder meeting (San Angelo) 
 

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative 

Dairy Manure Export Support Project 

Funding for the Dairy Manure Export Support Program has been depleted to the point such that the last day to receive 
reimbursement for hauling was February 28, 2007. Program participants were notified of the deadline at the beginning of 
February. Final billing for the haulers was due to the DMES Office by March 15, 2007. The final report discussing the 
program’s accomplishments since it’s inception in October, 2000 should be completed by June.  
 
As of February 28, over 1,093,000 tons of manure have been removed from North Bosque and Leon watershed dairies and 
transported to commercial composting operations.  
 

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 
The CCC met in Galveston, Thursday, June 21 at 1:30 p.m. There were no action items on the agenda. 

CIAP Program  

On April 16, 2007, MMS released the individual CIAP allocation amounts for fiscal years 2007 and 2008. The State of Texas 
will receive $48,591,202.09 for fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to 
the state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly to the 18 coastal counties. The MMS originally estimated that Texas 
would receive between $55 and $70 million based on revenues generated in the federal 2005 fiscal year. Due to the severe 
storm events in the Gulf of Mexico during the 2006 fiscal year, particularly Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the outer 
Continental Shelf revenues generated off the Texas coast were significantly lower in 2006 than expected.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by MMS. This plan will 
include the recommended projects that have been submitted for funding. The CIAP staff is currently preparing the draft plan 
to be presented for discussion and approval at a Coastal Land Advisory Board (CLAB) meeting to be held in the near future. 
The CLAB-approved draft plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor for final approval before being posted in the 
Texas Register for 30 days. After public comments are reviewed, the state plan will be presented at a second CLAB meeting. 
Upon approval by the CLAB and the Office of the Governor, the plan will be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review 
and approve/disapprove the plan. After the state plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for each selected project will 
be submitted to MMS for funding approval. The MMS will not begin reviewing grant applications until October 2007. 

CMP Grant Program 

Information on Grant Cycle 13 (FY 09) is now available online.  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle13.html 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 20, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is optional and is only 
necessary if written comments are desired.) The full application is due October 10, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. 

Flood Control Dams 
The National Watershed Coalition will conduct a workshop “Operation and Maintenance/Sponsor Responsibility 101” 
workshop in Decatur, September 24 – 26, 2007. The workshop will be conducted in cooperation with Wise County, Wise 
County WCID #1, Texas Association of Watershed Sponsors, the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board, and the 
USDA-NRCS. The workshop costs $160. Space is limited so interested attendees should register early. 

Further information on the workshop may be found at 
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http://www.watershedcoalition.org/events.html 

 

BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM STATUS REPORT  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the State Brush Control Program by providing $1,874,176.00 in 
General Revenue Funds in FY07. These funds were directed to be used for continuation of brush control projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 

Watershed 2007 Allocated Funds Unobligated Funds ($) 
Treated 
Acres 

       
North Concho 50,000.00 20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales 200,000.00 $ 18,222.55 73,375.08 
     
Twin Buttes 500,000.00 $ 0.20 275,765.57 
     
Lake Ballinger 50,000.00 $ 0.00 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake 50,0000.00 $0.00 16,404 
     
Pecos (SaltCedar) 150,000.00 $ 18,914.46 7,274.15 
     
Upper 
Colorado(SaltCedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 824.32 
     
Hubbard Creek(SaltCedar) 60,000.00 $ 0.00 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
    
Nueces River 100,000.00 0.00 0 
     
    
    
    
    
   

*The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column 
*Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project 

• Provided the following SWCD with Brush Program Updates or Brush Program Assistance 
 

Area 1 Districts  
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD   Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
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Tom Green County SWCD   Pedernales SWCD  
 Mitchell County SWCD   Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD    Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD  Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD   Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 
 

More Information on Programs 
For more information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html 
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Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board 
P.O. Box 658 
Temple, TX 76503 
(254) 773-2250 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Monthly Program News and Activities 
July, 2007 

 

 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 

REX ISOM, Executive Director 
 

Budget/Accounting 
• Fiscal Year 2008 Operating Budget for the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board – On July 19th 

the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board approved an Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2008 
at $16,560,996.  Each District’s approved allocation amount for FY 2008 Technical Assistance, Matching 
Funds, and Director Mileage & Per Diem will be distributed in August.  

 
• Fiscal Year 2007 Financial Statement and Audit Requirements – The FY 2007 District Financial 

Statement/Audit requirements and Notification Forms will be distributed in August.  The deadline for 
submission of the Notification Form will be September 30th.   

 
• Reminder:  August 31st is the deadline for FY 2007 Technical Assistance Performance Reports and 

4th Qtr Supplemental Matching Fund Claims. 
 

Dates and Deadlines 
• August 31 – Deadline for Matching Fund supplemental to be claimed 

• August 31 – Deadline for Technical Assistance program Performance Report 

• August 31 – 4th quarter ending 
 

 

Human Resources 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for 2 Natural Resource Specialist III positions in Temple. Both positions have a 
start date not earlier than September 1, 2007.   We are also recruiting for 4 Natural Resource Specialist IV 
positions.  The locations are Centerville, Gonzales, Center and Nacogdoches.  All positions have a start date not 
earlier that September 1, 2007. 
 

New Hires 
Carl Steffey started work on June 1, 2007 as the Program Supervisor III (Regional Manager) in Mount Pleasant. 

Gary Bearden started work on June 1, 2007 as the Engineering Technician V in Dublin. 
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Pam Casebolt started work on June 11, 2007 as a Natural Resource Specialist III (Project Manager) with our 
Nonpoint Source team in Temple. 

 

Resignations  
 

Carter Miska, Program Supervisor III (Regional Manager) in Wharton resigned on July 6, 2007. 

Joshua Burditt resigned July 20, 2007 as an Engineering Tech V in Wharton. 

 

Promotion 
Lawrence Brown was promoted to the Program Supervisor III (Regional Manager) in Wharton on July 9, 2007.   

 

Special Projects 

State Meeting 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this date and 
make plans to attend. Everyone's support is needed and welcomed. 

New Rule Adopted 

The State Board has adopted a new rule to address handling public funds. The new rule states that in order for a 
soil and water conservation district to be designated to administer State Board programs or to receive funds or 
cost share funds, they must show that they are conducting regularly scheduled meetings to properly handle 
financial and contractual obligations and are implementing internal controls for handling public funds. 

The rule was published in the June 15 edition of the Texas Register and was adopted by the State Board in their 
July 19, 2007 meeting. 

 

Upcoming Association Meetings 
 

August 15- South Plains Association Meeting-Lubbock 

August 23- Panhandle Association Meeting-Memphis 

 

Public Information/ Education 

2007 Annual Agriculture and Forestry Appreciation Banquet  

The 23rd Annual Agriculture and Forestry Appreciation Banquet was held June 28, 2007, at the Texas Country 
Music Hall of Fame in Carthage, Texas. The banquet emphasized the importance of the income from agriculture 
and forestry products in Panola County and recognized agricultural leaders for their contributions to the industry. 
The 2006 annual income in Panola County from agriculture and forestry totaled more than $79,000.  
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Panola County recognized the following individuals at the awards banquet.  Outstanding Conservation Rancher, 
Charles Gillis; Woodland Conservationist, Joe Beard; Community Service to Agriculture, Paul Leggett; USDA 
Producer of the Year, James Tiller  

A new award category was added for 2007, the Outstanding Woman of Agriculture. This award is to honor and 
recognize the contribution made by women to the agricultural way of life. This award was presented to Jo Dena 
Sealey.  

The Panola County Ag Committee Scholarship recipients were also introduced: Kelsey Norris, Samantha Komes, 
Ashley Whitsett, Darcy Parker, and Andy Powell. Following the awards presentations, Amber Hale, ambassador 
with the Texas Beef Council, spoke on the beef industry. More than 160 people attended the noon meeting.   

The Panola Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), Texas Cooperative Extension, Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Texas Forest Service (TFS) hosted the 
event, along with several businesses and individuals. This year’s financial contributors included First State Bank, 
Farmers State Bank, Panola National Bank, Heritage Land Bank, Louisianan-Pacific Corporation, Kim R. Smith 
Logging Inc., Texas Utilities, Tyson Foods, Car-Tex Trailer, Pilgrim’s Pride, Hooper Feed and Farm Supply Inc., 
Panola County Ag Committee, Panola County Cattleman’s Association, Chamber of Commerce, Bar Three 
Brangus, Panola Landowner’s Association, Double “D” Auction, Rusk County Electric, Anderson Fertilizer, 
Panola Livestock, Lowe’s Tractor, Fish & Still Henderson, Clay VanDeCarr Construction, and Mason’s Place. 

By Patricia Griffin, Panola SWCD, and Kathy Dean, NRCS PAS 

14th Annual Clover Forage Field Day 

The 14th Annual Clover Forage Field Day was held April 25, 2007, at the Iola Community Center and was 
sponsored by the Bedias Creek Soil and Water Conservation District at Iola, Texas. Approximately 145 
landowners attended the clover management information field day.   

Information on high intensity/short duration grass and clover grazing was provided. Floyd Nauls, Jr., district 
conservationist for the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service provided job sheets for numerous clovers 
that grow in the area. The group also toured a farm to see a clover management project up-close.   

The project belongs to landowner Gene Sollock, who seldom fertilizes and has not fed hay or grain for more than 
14 years with a large number of livestock emerging well finished.  

This year’s Clover Field Day was sponsored by the Grazing Land Conservation Initiative; Fairlie Seed Company; 
Pennington Seed, Inc; Producers Coop/Bryan; Holistic Resources Mgt. of Texas; Navasota Livestock Auction; 
First State Bank of Bedias; and Standley Feed and Seed. 

By Kathy Dean 

Gohmert to Lead Natural Resources Conservation Service in Texas 
  
Temple, Texas – Don Gohmert recently assumed the position of state conservationist for USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Texas. 
  
In that capacity, Gohmert will be responsible for NRCS operations within the state, including the administration 
of conservation planning assistance to private landowners, conservation cost-share programs, Resource 
Conservation and Development, the watershed flood prevention program, Natural Resources Inventory, and soil 
survey mapping. 
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“I am excited to be returning to Texas,” Gohmert said. “Texas is a state with a great diversity in natural resources, 
conservation issues, tremendous opportunities, and great people.” 
  
Gohmert is replacing Dr. Larry Butler, who retired as the NRCS state conservationist for Texas in March. 
Gohmert is moving from Louisiana, where he has served as the state conservationist for 15 years.  He has also 
worked for the agency in both Texas and Arizona. 
  
Born and raised in Cuero, Texas, Gohmert received his bachelor’s degree in agriculture from Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville, Texas. He also earned his master’s degree in public administration from the Maxwell 
School at Syracuse University. 
 

Exhibits/Events/Video Library  
 
Video Library   
 

I. Four videos have been checked out since July  1, 2007.  
 
 

 
Exhibit 
 

I. Exhibit was presented by Bosque SWCD #555 at the Central Texas Fair on July 13, 2007. 
II.  Exhibit was presented by Mel Davis at the Texas Sheep and Goat Raiser’s Association event in 

Kerrville, Texas on July 19-21, 2007. 
 

Future Events 
 
  The Exhibit will be displayed by Kendria Ray at the Colorado County Fair in August. 
 
 

Conservation Programs 
 

Clean Water Act, §319(h) Grant Program 
FY2001 – FY2006 CWA §319(h) GRANT STATUS: 

There are currently 77 ongoing §319(h) grant-funded projects addressing a wide array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Federal funds totaling $15 million are primarily being used to address NPS pollution 
from animal feeding operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide technical assistance, implement best 
management practices, support various NPS outreach/education programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation Plans. 
 
Fiscal Year 2007 CWA §319(h) GRANT APPLICATION : 
The TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 §319(h) program allocation is $4,687,523. The TSSWCB received 22 proposals 
requesting a total of $7,936,663 in federal funds. Of the 22 proposals, 11 were selected for funding. TSSWCB staff has 
finalized the FY2007 §319(h) grant application and it was submitted to EPA on June 21, 2007. TSSWCB staff is currently 
awaiting comments from EPA. All projects are contingent upon final approval from EPA. 
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EPA REGION  6 / STATE  NPS PROGRAM MANAGERS WORKSHOP: 

On June 6 and 7, John Foster, Aaron Wendt, and TJ Helton participated in the EPA Region 6 / State NPS Program 
Managers Workshop in Dallas. This meeting provided TSSWCB staff the opportunity to discuss the various 
approaches and strategies that are used to implement the nonpoint source management program with staff from 
EPA Region 6, TCEQ, and other states including Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. In particular, 
attendees discussed the successes and challenges in writing and implementing watershed protection plans, 
increasing stakeholder involvement, targeted water quality assessment, BMP effectiveness monitoring, and 
nonpoint source pollutant reduction to achieve water quality standards.  
 
FY2007 NONPOINT SOURCE ANNUAL REPORT: 

In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS 
Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the initial stages of report development. Staff from both 
agencies met on June 13 to begin discussing the structure and content of the report, as well as a timeline for 
completion. The report will highlight the State’s efforts during 2007 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. This report 
must be submitted to EPA in January 2008 to ensure continued funding. 
 
 

Water Quality Management Plan Program 

 

At their meeting on July 19, 2007, the State Board took action and approved S.B. 503 cost-share allocations for 
FY-08.  The grand total for both cost-share and administration was $2,048,422.00.  This funding will be activated 
on Sept. 1, 2007 and districts will have 8 months to obligate the funds to water quality management plans. 
In other action, the State Board designated, with cost-share funding, the McCulloch, San Saba and Pecan Bayou 
soil and water conservation districts as priority districts.  Brady Creek and Pecan Bayou are the impaired water 
bodies in these districts. 
 
Districts are making every effort to ensure that FY-05 cost-share funds are used to the fullest extent.  Deadline for 
FY-05 cost-share payments will be the August 10, 2007. 
 

Poultry Water Quality Management Plans 
Two bills were passed and signed into law during the 80th Legislative Session. 

HB 1457:  Removes cooking of poultry mortality for swine food as a method of poultry carcass disposal to be 
consistent with Section 165.026 of the Texas Agriculture Code, which prohibits feeding of restricted garbage (ie: 
poultry carcasses) to swine.  It also prohibits storage of poultry carcasses on the site of a poultry facility for more 
than 72 hours unless the carcasses are refrigerated or frozen. 

HB 1719:  Removes the requirement to notify the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) of burial 
of animal carcasses if that burial is on land covered by a Water Quality Management Plan certified by TSSWCB 
that addresses site specific animal mortality burial.  Poultry carcasses may only be buried in the event of a major 
die-off that exceeds 0.3% per day of the total farm inventory and the normal method of disposal must continue to 
be used. 

TCEQ adopted a change to the CAFO rules on September 20, 2006 which removes the requirement for dry litter 
poultry operations to seek coverage under the CAFO general permit.  The rule change also addressed SB1707 
regarding exemption of dry-litter poultry facilities with WQMPs from the requirement to obtain an individual 
permit if in close proximity to sole-source drinking water supplies. 
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However, although dry litter poultry operations are no longer required to apply for or obtain permit coverage, 
large farms are still defined as CAFOs, and as such are still required to follow certain requirements of the rules or 
else be subject to having to obtain permit coverage.  To maintain their permit exemption, they must obtain and 
follow a Water Quality Management Plan certified by TSSWCB in accordance with the schedule provided in SB 
1339 and in 31 TAC §523.3 (h).  They also must not have discharges of pollutants to waters of the state or U.S. 

A new guidance document is available and now posted on the agency website to address additional requirements 
necessary for CAFO size poultry farms to remain in compliance with state and federal rules and laws. 

Current status of poultry WQMPs: 

Total existing farms 1375 

Farms that currently operate under a certified WQMP 1319 
(96%) 

Farms not signed-up that were due in 2002, 2003, or 2005 1 

Farms that have until January 2008 to obtain a WQMP 15 
Farms that requested a WQMP and have plans in various stages of 
development  37 

New farms expected to be built in next 18 months in Waco area with 
Sanderson Farms. 75 

 

 

Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Program and  

Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) Program 

Upcoming Activities  
 
 
Texas is hosting the 15th National NPS Monitoring Workshop in August 2007 in Austin.  The theme for this 
EPA-sponsored workshop is Monitoring for Decision Making.  More information, including a call for papers and 
posters, is available at the Conference website http://www.rivers.txstate.edu/NPS07/. 
 
The TSSWCB and the TCEQ established the joint technical Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs in September 2006 
and gave the Task Force members 120 days to report.  The 3rd draft of the Report was delivered to the Board and 
Commission via e-mail on January 25, precisely 120 days.  The Task Force, and approximately 50 Expert 
Advisors, held three meetings/teleconferences to develop the Report.  All Task Force materials and documents are 
available at http://twri.tamu.edu/bacteriatmdl/.  The Recommended Approach for Bacteria TMDL and I-Plan 
Development section is the heart of the Report.  The May 2007 issue of The Cattleman, published by Texas and 
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association, included an article on the Bacteria TMDL Task Force.  The Board and 
Commission have tentatively scheduled June 29 as a joint work session for action on the Task Force Report. 
 

North Bosque River Restoration Initiative 

Dairy Manure Export Support Project 

Funding for the Dairy Manure Export Support Program has been depleted to the point such that the last day to 
receive reimbursement for hauling was February 28, 2007. Program participants were notified of the deadline at 
the beginning of February. Final billing for the haulers was due to the DMES Office by March 15, 2007. The final 
report discussing the program’s accomplishments since it’s inception in October, 2000 should be completed by 
June.  
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As of February 28, over 1,093,000 tons of manure have been removed from North Bosque and Leon watershed 
dairies and transported to commercial composting operations.  
 

Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 
The CCC met in Galveston, Thursday, June 21 at 1:30 p.m. There were no action items on the agenda. 

CIAP Program  

On April 16, 2007, MMS released the individual CIAP allocation amounts for fiscal years 2007 and 2008. The 
State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that amount, 
$31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly to the 18 coastal 
counties. The MMS originally estimated that Texas would receive between $55 and $70 million based on 
revenues generated in the federal 2005 fiscal year. Due to the severe storm events in the Gulf of Mexico during 
the 2006 fiscal year, particularly Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the outer Continental Shelf revenues generated off 
the Texas coast were significantly lower in 2006 than expected.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by MMS. This 
plan will include the recommended projects that have been submitted for funding. The CIAP staff is currently 
preparing the draft plan to be presented for discussion and approval at a Coastal Land Advisory Board (CLAB) 
meeting to be held in the near future. The CLAB-approved draft plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor 
for final approval before being posted in the Texas Register for 30 days. After public comments are reviewed, the 
state plan will be presented at a second CLAB meeting. Upon approval by the CLAB and the Office of the 
Governor, the plan will be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review and approve/disapprove the plan. After 
the state plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for each selected project will be submitted to MMS for 
funding approval. The MMS will not begin reviewing grant applications until October 2007. 

CMP Grant Program 

Information on Grant Cycle 13 (FY 09) is now available online.  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle13.html 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 20, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is optional and is 
only necessary if written comments are desired.) The full application is due October 10, 2007 by 5:00 p.m. 

Flood Control Dams 
The National Watershed Coalition will conduct a workshop “Operation and Maintenance/Sponsor Responsibility 
101” workshop in Decatur, September 24 – 26, 2007. The workshop will be conducted in cooperation with Wise 
County, Wise County WCID #1, Texas Association of Watershed Sponsors, the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, and the USDA-NRCS. The workshop costs $160. Space is limited so interested attendees 
should register early. 

Further information on the workshop may be found at 

http://www.watershedcoalition.org/events.html 

 

BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM STATUS REPORT  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the State Brush Control Program by providing $1,874,176.00 in 
General Revenue Funds in FY07. These funds were directed to be used for continuation of brush control projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
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Watershed 2007 Allocated Funds Unobligated Funds ($) 
Treated 
Acres 

       
North Concho 50,000.00 20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales 200,000.00 $ 18,222.55 73,375.08 
     
Twin Buttes 500,000.00 $ 0.20 275,765.57 
     
Lake Ballinger 50,000.00 $ 0.00 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake 50,0000.00 $0.00 16,404 
     
Pecos (SaltCedar) 150,000.00 $ 18,914.46 7,274.15 
     
Upper 
Colorado(SaltCedar) Combined w/Pecos Combined w/Pecos 824.32 
     
Hubbard Creek(SaltCedar) 60,000.00 $ 0.00 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead 100,000.00 100,000.00 0 
    
Nueces River 100,000.00 0.00 0 
     
    
    
    
    
   

*The table listed above represents General Revenue 07 money in the unobligated funds column 
*Total acres treated represents treated acres since the beginning of each project 

• Provided the following SWCD with Brush Program Updates or Brush Program Assistance 
 

Area 1 Districts  
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD   Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
Tom Green County SWCD   Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD   Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD    Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD  Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD   Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
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Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 
 

More Information on Programs 
For more information on any of these programs, refer to our semiannual report on the web: 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports.html 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 
19, 2007, in the Hearings Room in the agency’s 

state headquarters in Temple.  A formal State Board 
Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, September 20, 2007, at the same 
location.  For more information on State Board 
Work Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s 
website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the May 24, 2007, State Board 
Meeting were approved on July 19, 2007, and are 
available on the agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the July 19, 2007 
State Board Meeting will be considered for 
approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
September 20, 2007. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 
Notable Actions 
At their July 19, 2007 meeting, the State Board 
approved the agency’s operating budget for Fiscal 
Year 2008.  Included in this action were allocations 
to SWCDs for cost-sharing the implementation of 
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certain best management practices contained within 
a certified water quality management plan.  Other 
allocations made included budgets for Technical 
Assistance Grants and Matching Fund Grants. 
 
Rule Proposals 
At their July 19, 2007, meeting, the State Board 
proposed the following amendment to Rule 
31TAC517.  The rule amendment was published for 
public comment in the August 17, 2007, edition of 
the Texas Register, 32 TexReg 5155. 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
Part 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

BOARD 
 

Chapter 517. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Subchapter B. COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE FOR BRUSH 
CONTROL 

 
31 TAC §517.30 

 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (State Board) 
proposes an amendment to Title 31 of the Texas Administrative 
Code, Part 17, Chapter 517, Subchapter B, Cost-Share Assistance 
for Brush Control, §517.30(h), concerning the agency's ability to 
individually consider alternate resource treatment plans as an 
acceptable brush control plan . Specifically, this proposed 
amendment provides the agency some flexibility in accepting an 
alternative brush control plan that may better suit landowner 
management plans.  
 
Mr. Kenny Zaijcek, Fiscal Officer, State Board has determined that, 
for the first five-year period, there will be no fiscal implications for 
state or local government as a result of administering this proposed 
amendment.  
 
Mr. Zaijcek has also determined that, for the first five-year period this 
proposed amendment is in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a 
result of administering this amended rule will be the possibility of 
increased participation in the brush control program and potential 
water enhancement as a result of that participation.  
 
There are no anticipated costs to small businesses or individuals 
resulting from this proposed amendment.  
 
Comments on the proposed amendment may be submitted in writing 
to Rex Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, Texas 76503, (254) 
773-2250, ext. 231.  
 
The amendment is proposed under the Agriculture Code of Texas, 
Title 7, Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State Board to 

adopt rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions 
under the Agriculture Code and under §203.012, which authorizes 
the board to adopt reasonable rules necessary to carry out the 
chapter.  
 
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by this proposed 
amendment.  
 
§517.30.Eligibility for Cost-share Assistance. 
 
(a) - (g) (No change.)  
 
(h) Requirement to develop a brush control plan. In order to qualify 
for cost-share assistance, an eligible person, including political 
subdivisions, shall develop a brush control plan. Brush control plans 
shall meet resource management system requirements on acres 
planned, as set forth in the FOTG. The State Board may grant an 
exception to the RMS requirement if it finds an alternate plan 
adequate.  
 
(i) (No change.)  
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 6, 2007.  
 
TRD-200703393  
 
Mel Davis  
Special Projects Coordinator  
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Earliest possible date of adoption: September 16, 2007  
For further information, please call: (254) 773-2250, x252 
 
Rule Adoptions 
The State Board has adopted a new rule to address 
handling public funds. The new rule states that in 
order for a soil and water conservation district to be 
designated to administer State Board programs or to 
receive funds or cost share funds, they must show 
that they are conducting regularly scheduled 
meetings to properly handle financial and 
contractual obligations and are implementing 
internal controls for handling public funds. 
The rule was published in the June 15, 2007, edition 
of the Texas Register and was adopted by the State 
Board in their July 19, 2007 meeting.  The new rule 
became effective August 23, 2007. 
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Notice of the final adopted rule was published in 
August 17, 2007, edition of the Texas Register, 32 
TexReg 5184, as follows: 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
CONSERVATION 

 
PART 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 

 
CHAPTER 520. DISTRICT OPERATIONS 

 
SUBCHAPTER B. REQUIREMENTS TO 

RECEIVE STATE FUNDS OR ADMINISTER 
STATE PROGRAMS 

 
31 TAC §§520.11 - 520.13 

 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (State Board) 
adopts new §§520.11 - 520.13, concerning agency administration of 
fiscal responsibilities without changes to the proposed text as 
published in the June 15, 2007, issue of the 
Texas Register (32 TexReg 3533) and will not be republished.  
Specifically, the new rules provide the agency greater oversight for 
the funds that are granted or provided to soil and water conservation 
districts and to have increased oversight for the programs that are 
administered by soil and water conservation districts for this agency. 
 
No comments were received regarding adoption of the new rules. 
 
The new rules are adopted under the Agriculture Code of Texas, Title 
7, Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State Board to adopt 
rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions under 
the Agriculture Code. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be a valid exercise of the agency’s legal 
authority. 
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on August 3, 2007. 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  September 1, 2007 
 

3 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Technical Assistance Grants 
Since 1984, the Texas Legislature has appropriated 
funds annually to the TSSWCB for the purpose of 
assisting SWCDs in their efforts to provide 
technical assistance to agricultural producers.   
This grant may be used to pay technical employees 
for performing the duties of an SWCD soil 
conservation technician. An SWCD soil 
conservation technician for an SWCD works with 
owners and operators of agricultural or other lands 

on the installation and maintenance of various 
conservation practices. 
 
Matching Funds Grants 
In 1969, the 61st session of the Texas Legislature 
initiated a program through which funds are 
appropriated to the TSSWCB for allocation to 
SWCDs on a matching basis. To receive money 
under this program, a district must raise funds from 
sources other than State funds or earnings from 
State funds. 
 
Technical Service Provider Grants 
The USDA – Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) annually provides grants through 
contribution agreements (50:50 match requirement) 
to entities and individuals that serve as Technical 
Service Providers (TSPs) for assistance in 
implementing Farm Bill conservation programs.  
For the past two years, Texas SWCDs have been 
awarded TSP grants through the TSSWCB for 
assisting NRCS.   
 
Agricultural Water Conservation Grants 
In 1985, the Texas Legislature amended Chapter 
201 of the Agriculture Code to create the 
SubChapter H, Technical Assistance Program for 
Soil and Water Conservation Land Improvement 
Measures.  Sub-Chapter H Technical Assistance 
provided additional funds to qualified SWCDs to 
assist in their efforts to provide technical assistance 
to agricultural producers.  Subchapter H funds were 
appropriated to the TSSWCB from the Agricultural 
Soil and Water Conservation Account No. 563. 
Senate Bill 1053 enacted by the 78th Legislature 
moved the money that funded Account No. 563 to 
the TWDB. Account No. 563 no longer exists and 
funding for what was Subchapter H grants now 
comes from the TWDB in the form of competitive 
agricultural water conservation grants. The 
TSSWCB, on behalf of local soil and water 
conservation districts, now applies to the TWDB for 
grant funding to continue the water conservation 
program previously supported by the Subchapter H 
Program. Soil and water conservation districts 
provide technical and planning assistance to 
agricultural producers for implementing 
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conservation best management practices on their 
farms and ranches. 
 
For more information on these soil and water 
conservation district grant programs, visit the 
TSSWCB’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/programs/swcdassista
nce. 
 
Upcoming Fiscal Deadlines for SWCDs 
 

• Fiscal Year 2007 Financial Statement and 
Audit Requirements – The FY 2007 
District Financial Statement/Audit 
requirements and Notification Forms were 
distributed August 10th.  The deadline for 
submission of the Notification Form is 
September 30th. 

 
• Reminder:  September 30th is the deadline 

for FY 2007 Supplemental Technical 
Assistance claims, 4th Qtr Director Mileage 
& Per Diem claims, and return of any 
unused Director Mileage & Per Diem 
advance payments. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Current Job Openings 
 

• Information Specialist I 
o Class No. 1830/B06 
o Starting Annual Salary: $30,202 
o Required Travel: As Needed 
o Location: Temple, Texas 

 
• Natural Resource Specialist IV 

o Class No. 2684/B11 
o Starting Annual Salary: $40,790 
o Required Travel: As needed, 

Statewide to Poultry Operations 
o Location: Nacogdoches, Texas 

 
 
 

New Hires 
• Kirk House will start September 1, 2007 as 

the Engineering Technician in Wharton. 
• Janet Ritter will start September 1, 2007 as 

the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Center. 

• Teresa Reese will start September 1, 2007 
as the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Centerville. 

• Shari Johnson will start October 15, 2007 
as the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Gonzales. 

 
Resignations 

• Cynthia Geers, Clerk I in Temple resigned 
on August 31, 2007. 

 
Promotions 

• Jeff Cerny was promoted to the Natural 
Resource Specialist IV in Wharton on 
August 1, 2007. 

• Loren Henley has been promoted to the 
Natural Resource Specialist III position with 
our Nonpoint Source Team in Temple and 
will start September 1, 2007.   

 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for 
October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this 
date and make plans to attend. Everyone's support is 
needed and welcomed.  Pre-registration information 
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and program highlights are available online at: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/annualmeeting. 
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ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
Scheduled Meetings 
The State Association will 
conduct a board meeting 
on September 4, 2007, at 
the State Board’s 
Headquarters in Temple.  
For more information on 
the State Association, 
please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/atswcd. 
 

 
AREA ASSOCIATIONS OF SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
 
Deep East Texas Association 
The Deep East Texas Association has scheduled a 
meeting for September 27, 2007, in Orange. 
 
Gulf Coast Association 
The Gulf Coast Association has scheduled a 
meeting for September 13, 2007, in Port Lavaca. 
 
Panhandle Association 
The Panhandle Association met on August 23, 
2007, in Memphis. 
 
Rolling Planes Association 
The Rolling Planes Association has scheduled a 
meeting for September 11, 2007, in Mineral Wells. 
 
South Central Texas Association 
The South Central Texas Association has scheduled 
a meeting for September 6, 2007, in Snook. 
 
 
 

South Plains Association 
The South Plains Association met on August 15th, 
2007, in Lubbock. 
 
South Texas Association 
The South Texas Association will meet September 
25, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. at the Harlingen Irrigation 
District Pump House Annex. 
 
West Texas Association 
The West Texas Association met on August 28, 
2007, in Bronte. 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Teacher Workshops 
The TSSWCB provided educational materials to the 
Menard SWCD for a teacher’s workshop on 
agriculture and conservation held in Menard on 
August 25, 2007. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 190 conservation-related videos 
available; the catalog can be downloaded from the 
TSSWCB’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/vi
dcat05-06.pdf. No rental fees are assessed to those 
wishing to borrow the videos from the library. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
This resource is available at no charge to the 
borrower. The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning will be the 
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responsibility of the borrower. All videos must be 
insured upon return. 
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Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog.  Request a video, contact Loren 
Henley at lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
Recent Video Usage 
The following conservation videos were checked 
out from the TSSWCB for educational use during 
August 2007: 
 

• Soil Conservation 
• America’s Soil:  The Eroding Foundation 
• Conservation on Your Own 
• America’s Wetlands (revised) 
• Estuary 
• Rice:  A Better Way 
• Fundamentals of Forestry 
• Best Management Practices 
• Programs of Conservation:  Soil 
• Celebrate the Land and the People Who 

Take Care of It 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
 
  

Program News 
Allocations of cost share funding through the Water 
Quality Management Plan Program (WQMP) were 
approved at the July 20, 2007, State Board Meeting.  
These cost share funds are provided to SWCDs to 
use as incentives for landowners to fully implement 
certain best management practices within a certified 
WQMP.  For more information on the WQMP 
Program, please visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Program Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program News 
The TSSWCB posted four Poultry Program 
positions (Natural Resource Specialist IVs) on July 
30, 2007.  These positions were appropriated to the 
TSSWCB during the 80th Regular Texas Legislative 
Session in 2007.  As of August 31, 2007, the agency 
has filled three positions headquartered in Center, 
Centerville, and Gonzales.  The remaining position, 
headquartered in the agency’s Poultry Office in 
Nacogdoches, Texas, will remain posted until filled.  
These positions will continue the TSSWCB’s duty 
to assist poultry producers in meeting state water 
quality standards through the successful 
implementation of a Water Quality Management 
Plan certified by the TSSWCB under §201.026, 
Agriculture Code. 
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Program Activities 
In addition to the hiring of new TSSWCB Poultry 
Program employees, the agency has executed 
contracts with the Nacogdoches SWCD and the 
Shelby SWCD to employ district employees to 
assist with the development, implementation, and 
maintenance of Water Quality Management Plans.  
Nacogdoches and Shelby Counties produce more 
poultry than any other counties in Texas. 
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CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Program Overview 
The availability of Section 319(h) grant funding 
presents a major opportunity for the TSSWCB to 
implement a NPS management program that 
addresses the potential of NPS pollution affecting 
the state's water quality. The TSSWCB is the lead 
agency for the state's agricultural and silvicultural 
program and administers the Section 319(h) funds 
under the State of Texas Agricultural/Silvicultural 
Nonpoint Source Management Program. The EPA's 
and the TSSWCB's goal is to ensure that Section 
319(h) funds are directed toward effective, high-
quality NPS projects that will achieve the best 
possible results in reducing or abating NPS 
pollution.  A listing of current Section 319(h) Grant 
Projects is available on the TSSWCB’s website at:  
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
browseactive. 
 
Program News 
 
FY2001 – FY2006 CWA §319(h) Grant Status: 
There are currently 77 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $15 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 

nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
Fiscal Year 2007 CWA §319(h) Grant Application: 
As a result of past exemplary grant management, 
the EPA has awarded the TSSWCB an additional 
$856,769 federal §319(h) funds for Fiscal Year 
2007.  This additional allocation increases the 
TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year 2007 §319(h) program 
allocation to $5,544,292.  TSSWCB staff submitted 
the revised FY2007 §319(h) grant application to 
EPA on August 8th and is currently awaiting final 
approval and award. 
 
15th National Nonpoint Source Monitoring Conference  
The National Nonpoint Source Monitoring 
Conference was held August 26 - 30 in Austin. This 
workshop provided participants the opportunity to 
discuss innovative monitoring and management 
strategies used to address nonpoint source pollution 
from agriculture and urban landscapes.  The 
TSSWCB was represented by Aaron Wendt. 
 
Program Activities 
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report: 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff are in the initial stages of report development. 
Staff from both agencies met on August 2nd to 
discuss the structure and content of the report. The 
report will highlight the State’s efforts during 2007 
to collect data, assess water quality, implement 
projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source 
pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources 
for current and future generations of Texans. This 
report must be submitted to EPA in January 2008 to 
ensure continued funding.  Past editions of the 
annual report, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports under the 
heading Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program. 
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TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS & 
WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
TMDL Program Overview 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.).  This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years.  The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List.  A TMDL 
defines the maximum amount of a pollutant that a 
waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and still 
meet water quality standards.  The pollution 
reduction goal set by the TMDL is necessary to 
restore attainment of the designated use of the 
impaired waterbody.  Responsibility to develop and 
implement TMDLs is shared between two State 
agencies: the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for implementing prioritized 
and integrated water quality protection and 
restoration strategies driven by environmental 
objectives. Through the WPP process, the State of 
Texas encourages stakeholders to holistically 
address all of the sources and causes of impairments 
and threats to both surface and ground water 
resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
the watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters.  
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  More 
information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
Program News 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List 
On June 27, TCEQ approved the 2006 Texas Water 
Quality Inventory and 303(d) List.  The CWA 
requires Texas to develop and publish every two 
years a list of impaired waterbodies.  The 2006 List 
adds 153 impairments to the 2004 List.  This 39% 
increase in total impairments is dwarfed by a 58% 
increase in new bacteria impairments only.  EPA 
must approve the 303(d) List.  More information on 
the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html. 
 
TMDL Adoptions 
On June 13, the TCEQ adopted Seventeen TMDLs 
for Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, and pH in Adams 
Bayou, Cow Bayou, and Their Tributaries.  These 
TMDLs must be approved by the EPA.  More 
information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html.  These TMDLs will 
have limited impacts on livestock and forestry 
operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous 
watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
On July 25, the TCEQ adopted Three TMDLs for 
Bacteria in the San Antonio Area, Segments 1910, 
1910A, and 1911.  These TMDLs must be approved 
by the EPA.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-uppersanantoniobac.html.  These TMDLs 
will have no impact on livestock operations in the 
Upper San Antonio River watershed in Bexar and 
Wilson Counties. 
 
On July 25, the TCEQ adopted One TMDL for 
Bacteria in the Guadalupe River Above Canyon 
Lake, Segment 1806.  This TMDL must be 
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approved by the EPA.  More information on this 
TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/65-guadalupeabovecanyon.html.  This TMDL 
may have limited impacts on livestock operations in 
the Guadalupe River watershed in Kerr and Kendall 
Counties. 
 
On July 25, the TCEQ remanded One TMDL for 
Dissolved Oxygen in Mid Cibolo Creek, Segment 
1913 to staff for additional changes in response to 
public comment.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-midcibolo.html.  This TMDL will have no 
impact on agricultural operations in the Mid Cibolo 
Creek watershed in Guadalupe and Comal Counties. 
 
On August 8, the TCEQ adopted One TMDL for 
Bacteria in Upper Oyster Creek, Segment 1245.  
This TMDL must be approved by the EPA.  More 
information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html.  This TMDL will have 
limited impacts on livestock operations in the Upper 
Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
 
On August 8, the TCEQ adopted One TMDL for 
Bacteria in Gilleland Creek, Segment 1428C.  This 
TMDL must be approved by the EPA.  More 
information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html.  This TMDL 
will have limited impacts on livestock operations in 
the Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
On August 22, the TCEQ adopted One TMDL for 
Bacteria in Oso Bay, Segment 2485.  This TMDL 
must be approved by the EPA.  More information 
on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/67-osobaybacteria.html.  By itself, this TMDL 
will have no impact on agricultural operations.  
However, a complementary TMDL is being 
developed for Oso Creek.  In combination, the 
TMDLs for Oso Bay and Creek, may impact 

livestock and farming operations in the Oso 
Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
 
Program Activities 
Water Quality Standards Update 
On June 26, TCEQ hosted the third meeting of the 
Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Work 
Group in Austin.  This meeting focused on whole 
effluent testing, a topic not germane to TSSWCB 
programs.  TCEQ staff will develop draft language 
for changes to the standards based on comments 
from this meeting, the March 7 meeting focused on 
nutrient criteria development and the May 16 
meeting focused on bacteria and contact recreation.  
TCEQ adoption of any changes to the standards is 
not expected until mid-2009.  EPA must also 
approve any changes.  More information on this 
standards review process is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
Wharton Regional Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee 
On June 7, Brian Koch hosted the TSSWCB 
Wharton Regional Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee meeting in Columbus.  A presentation 
on TCEQ Supplemental Environmental Projects 
(SEP) funding was provided.  SEPs can be 
described as environmental enhancement projects 
that are used to offset fines in enforcement matters.  
Through an SEP, a respondent in an enforcement 
matter can choose to invest penalty dollars in 
improving the environment, rather than paying into 
the General Revenue fund.  Key criteria for an SEP 
include being environmentally beneficial, done as a 
result of a settlement in an enforcement action, and 
going beyond compliance requirements of a 
violator.  SEPs must be completed in the same 
media as the violation (air, water, solid waste) and 
should be in or near the community in which the 
violation occurred.  SEPs may not bring the violator 
in compliance or correct the violation, remediate 
any environmental harm caused by the respondent, 
or benefit respondent financially or economically.  
Some SEP ideas include plugging abandoned water 
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wells, wastewater treatment assistance, abandoned 
tire clean-up, clean-up of unauthorized trash dumps, 
and Household Hazardous Waste Cleanups.  A list 
of pre-approved SEPs is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/legal/sep/index.html.  
An overview of the Adams and Cow Bayous 
TMDLs for bacteria, DO, and pH was provided.  
TCEQ recently adopted these 17 TMDLs which 
must now be submitted to EPA for approval.  Work 
by the Stakeholder Advisory Group now shifts now 
developing the Implementation Plan which will 
address the major identified pollution sources for 
the various impairments including failing OSSFs, 
permitted dischargers, and NPS from urban areas 
and pastureland.  Additionally the WCSC reviewed 
criteria used to select Plum Creek as a priority 
watershed for WPP development.  An evaluation of 
watersheds in southeast and south central Texas will 
be updated with current information to be assessed 
against these criteria.  Another watershed will then 
be identified as a prime candidate for WPP 
development.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
On July 10, John Foster, TJ Helton, Aaron Wendt, 
Donna Long, Pam Casebolt and Brian Koch met 
with TCEQ staff for a Texas NPS-TMDL Program 
Coordination meeting in Austin.  This meeting 
supports implementation of the MOA on TMDLs, I-
Plans and WPPs between TSSWCB and TCEQ.  
Significant discussion focused on implementing the 
June 29 directives from the Board and Commission 
related to the Bacteria TMDL Task Force.  Staff 
discussed steps needed to update the current TMDL 
guidance document and to reinitiate stakeholder 
meetings for the paused TMDL projects.  The 
TSSWCB priority status of various TMDL projects 
was updated and is attached.  The group discussed 
preliminary feedback from EPA on the Arroyo 
Colorado and Upper San Antonio River WPPs.  The 
group discussed selecting several priority 
watersheds that are anticipated to achieve water 
quality improvement over the next few years.  Also, 
progress on the USDA NRCS EQIP State Resource 
Concern for Water Quality in South Central Texas 
was discussed.  This pool of EQIP has been targeted 

to several TMDL watersheds for the past two years 
to assist cattlemen in voluntarily abating bacteria 
runoff.  A formal report on collaborative efforts to 
implement provisions of the MOA discussed at this 
meeting will be jointly prepared with TCEQ staff 
and then submitted to the Board and Commission. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
On June 29, the TSSWCB and the TCEQ conducted 
a joint meeting in Austin and approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL 
Task.  The Task Force recommended the use of a 
Three-Tier Approach for bacteria TMDL and I-Plan 
development that is designed to be cost-effective, 
time-efficient, scientifically credible and 
accountable to watershed stakeholders. The Tiers 
move through increasingly aggressive levels of data 
collection and analysis in order to achieve 
stakeholder consensus on needed load reductions 
and strategies to achieve those reductions.  The 
Three-Tier Approach included specific 
recommendations on the use of computer modeling 
and bacterial source tracking (BST).  Specifically, 
the Board adopted the principles and general 
process recommended by the Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force, directed TSSWCB staff to work with the 
staff of the TCEQ to incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, directed TSSWCB staff 
to work with the staff of the TCEQ to move 
diligently to expedite the development of bacteria 
TMDLs that were paused during the work of the 
task force, and directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to establish a multi-agency 
bacteria work group to continue examining the 
scientific research and development needs identified 
in the Task Force Report.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/media/20070710 and 
http://twri.tamu.edu/bacteriatmdl/. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
On July 12, Aaron Wendt attended the combined 
Upper Colorado River Authority and Colorado 
River Municipal Water District Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee meeting in San 
Angelo.  Implications from new laboratory 
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accreditation procedures will likely result in no 
laboratories within the area meeting the standards to 
assess bacteria.  As a result, no bacteria samples 
will be analyzed by accredited laboratories in the 
Upper Colorado River and Concho River 
watersheds for the foreseeable future.  This will 
limit the ability of the State to assess contact 
recreation use in these waterbodies.  Additional 
discussion centered on a salinity threat to Lake J.B. 
Thomas and water quality complaint investigations 
in the Concho River watershed.  Lake J.B. Thomas 
has the lowest chloride concentrations of all lakes in 
the Upper Colorado River watershed.  Brine 
evaporation pits pose a serious threat and have the 
potential to discharge water with more than 100,000 
ppm chlorides just a few miles above the lake.  
CRMWD is exploring options to abate this source 
of salinity.  UCRA has responded to numerous 
water quality complaints across the Concho River 
watershed, including WWTFs and dairies, and 
continues to work with the individuals to put in 
place abatement mechanisms to reduce pollutants.  
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/. 
 
On July 26, Brian Koch attended a Lavaca-Navidad 
River Authority Clean Rivers Program meeting in 
Edna.  An overview of the Clean Rivers Program 
was given, and the 2007 Basin Summary Report for 
the Lavaca River Basin was highlighted.  The major 
water quality issue for the basin is nutrient concerns 
for ammonia and total phosphorous.  An update on 
the Use Attainability Analysis for dissolved oxygen 
in the Upper Lavaca River was given.  Flow 
dependent factors such as no flow and large pools in 
the summer months are contributing to the problem.  
As a result, a standards revision for the upper 29 
miles of the Lavaca River will be recommended.  
Another presentation was on fish and oyster health 
in Lavaca Bay.  This presentation focused on oyster 
harvest and elements of water quality, such as 
bacteria and red tide, which can affect the harvest of 
oysters.  More information is available at 
http://www.lnra.org/. 
 
On August 2, Brian Koch attended a Houston-
Galveston Area Council Natural Resources 

Advisory Council meeting in Houston.  A 
presentation on environmental monitoring of 
endocrine disruptors was given.  Impacts to humans 
will likely take many years because effects will take 
multiple generations to manifest.  The HGAC Clean 
Rivers Program 2007 Basin Highlights Report is 
now available.  The Bastrop Bayou WPP is 
progressing and a stakeholder meeting will be 
scheduled in the near future.  More information is 
available at http://www.h-
gac.com/NR/exeres/3B5EB43D-1B3B-4304-9F87-
4CCEF60818BD.htm. 
 
On August 23, Brian Koch attended a San Antonio 
River Authority Clean Rivers Program meeting in 
San Antonio.  An overview of the Clean Rivers 
Program was given and accomplishments in the 
basin since the program started were highlighted.  
The water quality priorities and objectives were 
reviewed.  The area with greatest concern for 
potential impacts to agriculture is the Lower San 
Antonio River, which is impaired for bacteria.  
Current and proposed water quality monitoring 
efforts were discussed.  More information is 
available at http://www.sara-tx.org/. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
On July 25, Brian Koch attended a Galveston Bay 
Estuary Program Galveston Bay Council meeting in 
Houston.  Working through the Clean Texas 
Marinas Program, Texas Sea Grant, TCEQ and the 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program used grants from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Texas General Land Office 
to reduce pollution from boats in marinas.  Since 
2000, 61 marinas have been certified as Clean 
Marinas, and 41 have pledged to be Clean Marinas 
statewide.  The Galveston Bay Foundation is 
directing the East Bay Restoration Project to restore 
shoreline and adjacent marsh along the Anahuac 
National Wildlife Refuge shoreline.  Brian Koch 
reported that the TCEQ and TSSWCB adopted the 
recommendations made by the joint Task Force on 
Bacteria TMDLs.  More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. 
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Lake Granbury 
On May 22, the Brazos River Authority hosted a 
Lake Granbury WPP Steering Committee meeting 
in Granbury.  The group discussed establishing 
water quality goals for the WPP for bacteria and 
nutrients.  An update was provided on golden algae 
research being conducted in the lake.  Results from 
analysis of historic data were presented.  For the 
main body of lake, data indicate increasing nutrient 
and chlorophyll a concentrations, decreasing 
dissolved oxygen concentrations, and high salinity.  
Additionally, elevated bacteria levels were not 
regularly apparent.  For the coves and canals, data 
indicate high levels of bacteria with spikes greater 
than 2,400 MPN/100 mL and nutrient levels 
consistent with the main body.  A septic index 
based on age of OSSFs, soils suitability and other 
factors for each subdivision around lake was 
developed.  Also, recommendations for modeling 
options for the various coves and canals were 
presented.  Since the meeting, the recent flooding 
has delayed the scheduled work on Bacterial Source 
Tracking and an OSSF tracer study.  More 
information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp.  This WPP has 
the potential to impact livestock and farming 
operations around Lake Granbury in Hood and 
Parker Counties. 
 
Oso Bay 
On June 5, TCEQ held an Oso Bay TMDL public 
comment meeting in Corpus Christi.  The 30-day 
public comment period on One TMDL for Bacteria 
in Oso Bay closed June 15.  TCEQ is expected to 
consider adoption of this TMDL at their August 22 
meeting.  A response to public comment will be 
developed.  Data and modeling indicate that loading 
capacity of the bay is greater than existing loadings.  
As such, this TMDL, by itself, will have limited 
impact on agricultural operations.  However, a 
complementary TMDL is being developed for Oso 
Creek.  Land use across the watershed includes 
cultivated croplands (62.7%), developed/urbanized 
(13.3%), rangeland/pastureland (13.1%) and other 
(10.9%).  More information on this TMDL project 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t

mdl/67-osobaybacteria.html.  In combination with 
TMDLs for Oso Creek, this TMDL may impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Oso 
Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Plum Creek 
On June 5, Brian Koch attended the Agricultural 
NPS Work Group meeting for the Plum Creek 
Watershed Partnership in Lockhart.  The group 
continued discussion on various BMPs that are 
supported by TSSWCB and NRCS technical and 
financial assistance programs, noting what is and 
what is not covered through the various programs.  
Average cost lists and implementation schedules 
were provided from other projects to begin to craft 
the schedule of implementation for the Plum Creek 
WPP and to estimate the amount of financing 
needed to implement the WPP.  More information 
on this WPP is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  
This WPP has the potential to impact livestock and 
farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in 
Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
On July 12, Lawrence Brown, Jr. and Brian Koch 
attended a steering committee meeting for the Plum 
Creek Watershed Partnership in Lockhart.  At this 
meeting, discussion was held on the draft 2006 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List.  
This was compared to the 2004 Inventory and List 
for Plum Creek and differences in the assessments 
were pointed out, including the nutrient screening 
criteria.  Load duration curves for nutrients were 
reviewed and the associated load reductions to meet 
the nutrient screening criteria were discussed for 
specific nutrients at each of the critical monitoring 
stations in the watershed.  For the Uhland site, 
needed reductions include a 27.1% reduction in 
total phosphorus at base flows, a 43.1% reduction in 
nitrate at base flows, and a 0.3% reduction in nitrate 
at moist flows.  For the Lockhart site, needed 
reductions include a 48.7% reduction in 
orthophosphorus at base flows, a 5.4% reduction in 
total phosphorus at base flows, a 79.5% reduction in 
nitrate at base flows, a 66.4% reduction in nitrate at 
moist conditions, and a 17.6% reduction in nitrate 
during wet weather.  For the Luling site, needed 
reductions include a 0.5% reduction in nitrate at 
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base flows.  The draft management measures 
developed by the five workgroups were reviewed 
and stakeholders commented on the various 
portions of the plan.  More information on this WPP 
is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP has 
the potential to impact livestock and farming 
operations in the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell 
and Hays Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
On June 12, Donna Long attended a Gilleland 
Creek TMDL I-Plan meeting in Austin.  The Lower 
Colorado River Authority is facilitating the work 
group discussing implementation strategies to 
achieve the significant nonpoint source load 
reductions in this draft TMDL.  Based on analysis 
of 2003 data, dominant land use in the watershed 
includes agricultural (64%), urbanized (25%) and 
parks/open space (7%).  The draft TMDL utilizes a 
single load duration curve to conclude that bacteria 
loading to Gilleland Creek is of a nonpoint source 
origin.  The TMDL calls for a 93% reduction at 
high flows and an 82% reduction at moderate flows 
from sources of bacteria.  The group broke out into 
smaller groups and had targeted discussion on 
specific BMPs.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html.  This TMDL 
will have limited impacts on livestock operations in 
the Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Buck Creek 
On June 12, Bob Gruner and Aaron Wendt attended 
the Buck Creek watershed stakeholder meeting in 
Wellington.  The purpose of this meeting was to 
discuss results from water quality monitoring over 
the past three years and discuss steps to begin 
developing a WPP for the Buck Creek watershed.  
Buck Creek was first listed as impaired for 
excessive bacteria on the 2000 303(d) List.  The 
data used to list Buck Creek as impaired was 
limited to only 14 samples over a five year period 
from one location.  As a result, TSSWCB initiated 
in fall 2003 a CWA §319(h) funded project to 
collect additional data to corroborate the bacteria 
impairment.  Since starting the project over 500 

samples have been collected at 16 locations on 
Buck Creek and its tributaries.  This intensive 
monitoring regime has substantiated the bacteria 
impairment.  Data indicates excessive bacteria at 
several sites throughout the watershed.  An excerpt 
from the meeting presentation is attached that 
shows the data collected at each location.  
Stakeholders discussed implications of being an 
impaired waterbody and how developing and 
implementing a WPP would lead to water quality 
improvement.  Through additional CWA §319(h) 
monies, TSSWCB will continue an intensive 
monitoring schedule and provide technical support 
to stakeholders in developing a WPP.  More 
information on this WPP is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/.  This WPP has the 
potential to impact livestock operations in the Buck 
Creek watershed in Donley, Collingsworth, and 
Childress Counties. 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
On July 18, Brian Koch attended an Adams and 
Cow Bayous TMDL I-Plan meeting in West 
Orange.  The main focus of the I-Plan will be to 
remove homes from OSSFs, and put them on 
regional wastewater treatment.  Other focused items 
are outreach and education, funding for 
implementation, agricultural and silvicultural NPS 
pollution, and urban NPS pollution.  By November, 
TCEQ hopes to have a working draft of the I-Plan.  
More information on this TMDL project is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html.  These TMDLs will 
have limited impacts on livestock and forestry 
operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous 
watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
On June 15, Aaron Wendt attended a Hickory Creek 
WPP stakeholder meeting in Denton.  While 
portions of this watershed are rapidly urbanizing 
(24%), significant portions remain rangeland (37%) 
and cropland (31%).  SWAT modeling indicates 
significant sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus 
loadings are coming from nonpoint sources on 
cropland and rangeland.  Sediment loading sources 
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are 29% urban, 46% cropland and 24% rangeland.  
Nitrogen loading sources are 23% urban, 48% 
cropland and 28% rangeland.  Phosphorus loading 
sources are 23% urban, 66% cropland and 9% 
rangeland.  Permitted WWTFs appear to contribute 
>1% of sediment and nitrogen loadings and only 
2% of phosphorus loadings.  Next steps include 
developing a list of control strategies and evaluating 
relative costs and loading reductions from various 
suites of BMPs.  Rather than establishing a water 
quality goal, this stakeholder group is considering 
setting goals based on financial investment levels.  
More information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenviron
mentalwater319grant.cfm.  This WPP has the 
potential to impact farming and livestock operations 
in the Hickory Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Lake Granger 
On June 20, Aaron Wendt, Lee Munz and Pam 
Casebolt attended a Lake Granger WPP stakeholder 
meeting in Taylor.  Through CWA §319(h) funding 
from TSSWCB, the Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station recently completed a bathymetric survey of 
the lake.  The survey will help assess the rate at 
which sediment is entering the lake and help 
stakeholders target BMPs to reduce sediment 
loadings.  Results of this survey were presented.  
Based on the 1968 design of the lake (4,400 surface 
acres and 65,510 ac-ft storage), about 24% of 
storage capacity has been lost to sedimentation.  
The 2007 data indicate only 4,035 surface acres and 
49,767 ac-ft of storage capacity.  Combined with 
results from similar studies in 1995 and 2002, 
sedimentation continues to increase.  This key 
group of stakeholders discussed the steps to initiate 
development of a WPP for Lake Granger, with 
technical support from TSSWCB.  A larger, more 
diverse steering committee with rural and urban 
work groups will be assembled to begin discussion 
the key elements of a WPP.  More information on 
this WPP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
granger.  This WPP has the potential to impact 
farming and livestock operations in the Lake 
Granger watershed in Williamson and Burnet 
Counties. 

 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
On August 23, Kendria Ray and Aaron Wendt 
attended an Elm and Sandies Creeks TMDL 
meeting in Cuero.  Water quality monitoring data 
from 2002-2004 was reviewed and verified the 
bacteria and dissolved oxygen impairments.  
Additional data from storm events and baseflow 
was collected from July 2006  to February 2007 to 
support the development of load duration curves.  
The group also discussed technical and financial 
assistance for cattlemen implementing BMPs.  
Specifically, technical assistance is being provided 
through the DeWitt County SWCD by means of a 
CWA §319(h) grant from the TSSWCB.  Financial 
assistance is being provided through the USDA 
NRCS EQIP State Resource Concern for Water 
Quality in South Central Texas.  More information 
on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html.  These TMDLs will 
impact livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies 
Creeks watershed in DeWitt, Guadalupe, Gonzales, 
Karnes and Wilson Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
On August 21, Brian Koch attended a Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership Steering Committee 
meeting in Dickinson.  The working draft of the 
WPP was reviewed and is expected to be completed 
for review in September.  Also, the Steering 
Committee changed its name to the Advisory 
Committee, and a new Chair and Co-Chair were 
named.  This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the 
on-going Dickinson Bayou TMDLs for bacteria and 
dissolved oxygen.  More information on this WPP 
is available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/.  
Both this WPP and the TMDLs have the potential to 
impact agricultural operations in the Dickinson 
Bayou watershed in Galveston and Brazoria 
Counties. 
 
Atascosa River 
On August 21, Adrian Perez and Aaron Wendt 
attended an Atascosa River TMDL meeting in 
Pleasanton.  Water quality monitoring data from 
2002-2004 was reviewed and verified the bacteria 
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impairment.  However, analysis of data indicated 
that the established dissolved oxygen criteria may 
not be appropriate for the waterbody.  Therefore, a 
TMDL for bacteria will continue and an adjustment 
of the dissolved oxygen standard will be pursued.  
Additional bacteria data from storm events and 
baseflow was collected from July 2006  to February 
2007 to support the development of load duration 
curves.  The group also discussed technical and 
financial assistance for cattlemen implementing 
BMPs.  Specifically, technical assistance is being 
provided through the Atascosa County SWCD by 
means of a CWA §319(h) grant from the TSSWCB.  
Financial assistance is being provided through the 
USDA NRCS EQIP State Resource Concern for 
Water Quality in South Central Texas.  More 
information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-atascosa.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Atascosa River 
watershed in Atascosa, Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live 
Oak, McMullen, Medina and Wilson Counties. 
 
Upper Trinity River 
On July 18, Donna Long and Pam Casebolt 
attended an Upper Trinity River TMDL meeting in 
Arlington.  Background information was provided 
concerning the non-support of contact recreation 
use in segments 0806, 0841, 0822 and 0805 of the 
Trinity River, as well as a description of the process 
for bacteria culturing and how bacteria 
concentrations in water bodies are determined.  
Bacterial Source Tracking (BST) was generally 
explained, to include the description of a “known 
source” library, an ambient water sample collection 
program, and an overview of the “ribotyping” 
process, which was the particular BST method 
applied on this project.  An introduction to the load 
duration curve method was presented, which was 
the tool selected for this project to determine load 
allocations. The steps involved in developing flow 
and load duration curves were explained, and 
examples from each of the four affected waterbody 
segments were presented. An explanation was 
offered for the reasoning behind partitioning of the 
load duration curve into three separate flow regimes 
(high, mid-range and low). The modified version of 

the allocation process equation used for this project 
was presented, which includes a component that 
takes into account loadings allocated to upstream 
segments entering into impaired segments.  A 
tentative timeline of two to three months was given 
for the completion of the TMDL technical support 
document at which time the document would be 
made available for public review. Upcoming TMDL 
work will be performed on the bacteria impairment 
of Grapevine Creek (Segment 0822A) and 
Cottonwood Branch (Segment 0822B) in the Irving 
and DFW Airport area. This new TMDL project 
will require some of the same project tasks as were 
performed for the previous study.  More 
information on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/66-trinitybacteria.html.  These TMDLs have 
the potential to impact livestock operations in the 
Upper Trinity River watershed in Dallas, Denton, 
Ellis, Henderson, Kaufman, Navarro and Tarrant 
Counties. 
 
Buffalo and White Oak Bayous 
On August 7, Brian Koch attended a Houston-
Galveston Area Council Bacteria and Contact 
Recreation Use Attainability Analysis Work Group 
meeting in Houston.  The focus of this UAA and 
associated TMDLs is on urban streams in the 
Houston metropolitan area, including Buffalo and 
White Oak Bayous, and therefore will have limited 
to no impact on livestock operations in the 
watersheds.  However, this is the first UAA being 
conducted in the State for bacteria and contact 
recreation and will establish a protocol for 
performing other recreation UAAs across the State.  
The final round on water quality monitoring on the 
reference stream, Mill Creek in Austin County, was 
highlighted along with surveys conducted on the 
use of bayous in the Houston area for swimming, 
fishing, boating, and other types of recreation.  Out 
of 500 people surveyed, 8% have had some kind of 
contact with the water.  None of the persons 
surveyed reported illness due to contact with the 
water.  More information is available at 
http://www.h-gac.com/NR/exeres/9EF2CF30-836F-
4609-BC1D-7D147BCC448A.htm. 
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On August 30, Brian Koch attended a Buffalo and 
White Oak Bayous TMDL meeting in Houston.  
The focus of this meeting was to discuss the 
differences between a TMDL I-Plan and a WPP in 
lieu of a TMDL.   This continued discussion from 
the June meeting where ideas were presented to 
introduce a WPP to more holistically address water 
quality throughout the Houston area.  Additionally, 
stakeholders commented that the load reductions 
would be unachievable through just an I-Plan, 
especially with limited resources.  If the project 
continues down the TMDL path, there will be a 
recommendation for a phased approach to 
implementation.  This TMDL project will have 
limited to no impact on livestock operations in the 
watersheds.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/22-buffalobayou.html. 
 
Concho River 
On July 12, Aaron Wendt and Tuffy Wood attended 
the Concho River WPP stakeholder meeting in San 
Angelo.  Draft text for sections of the WPP was 
distributed for review and comment by 
stakeholders.  Water quality threats and 
impairments along with associated BMPs and 
anticipated loading reduction goals were presented.  
A table describing this information is attached.  
Stakeholders briefly reviewed this list of BMPs and 
discussed the need for additional meetings for in-
depth discussion on the draft list.  More information 
on this WPP is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html.  
This WPP has the potential to impact farming and 
livestock operations in the Concho River watershed 
in Coke, Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, 
Irion, Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, 
Schleicher, Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton 
Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
On July 12, Kendra Ray attended an Upper Oyster 
Creek TMDL public stakeholder meeting in Sugar 
Land.  The status of the dissolved oxygen TMDL 
included an overview of the relevant criteria and the 
results and findings of 24-hour dissolved oxygen 

assessment monitoring performed during the Index 
Period of years 2003, 2004, and 2005.  The 
assessment confirmed nonsupport of the 
intermediate aquatic life use for many portions of 
Upper Oyster Creek.  The final computer validation 
results for allocation reaches were discussed. Some 
of the technical issues encountered in the model 
validation process were discussed. Some of the 
issues with determining critical flow and critical 
water temperature combinations for the allocation 
process were discussed.  More information on this 
TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html.  This TMDL project has 
the potential to impact livestock and farming 
operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in 
Fort Bend County. 
 
Upcoming Program Activities 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
September 4 – Galveston Bay Freshwater Inflows 
Group (Houston) 
September 5 – TAMU IRNR Trinity River 
Information Management System Orientation 
(Dallas) 
September 6 – TCEQ Surface Water Quality 
Standards Advisory Work Group (Austin) 
September 6 – TCEQ Water Quality Partnerships 
Grant Workshop (Houston) 
September 6 – TSSWCB Wharton Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(Columbus) 
September 11 – Buck Creek WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Memphis) 
September 12 – Clear Creek TMDL Public Meeting 
(Houston) 
September 13 – TCEQ Surface Water Quality 
Monitoring Guidance Advisory Work Group 
(Austin) 
September 13 – Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
Steering Committee (Lockhart) 
September 21 – Value of Manure in Energy 
Production (NLPELC Webcast) 
September 18 – World Water Monitoring Day 
September 25 – HGAC Clean Rivers Program 
(Houston) 
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September 26 – Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan 
Public Meeting (Pflugerville) 
September 26 – Wetlands Restoration (EPA 
Webcast) 
September 26 – Freshwater Inflows Forum 
(Houston) 
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September 27 – Concho River WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (San Angelo) 
September 27 – Freshwater Inflows Forum 
(Beaumont) 
September 27-28 – TSCRA Field Day (McFaddin) 
October 1-5 – Texas GIS Forum (Austin) 
October 2 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Mentone) 
October 2 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Pecos) 
October 2 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Granbury) 
October 2 – Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL I-Plan 
Public Meeting (West Orange) 
October 3 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Imperial) 
October 4 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Iraan) 
October 5 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting (Del 
Rio) 
October 10 – Leon River TMDL Public Meeting 
(Hamilton) 
October 15-16 – Bacteria in Our Bayous 
Symposium (Houston) 
October 24 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
Galveston Bay Council (Houston) 
October 25 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Agricultural Issues Work Group 
(Weslaco) 
October 25 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Weslaco) 
October 25-26 – 4th Annual Symposium for 
Excellence in Ranch Management (Kingsville) 
October 25-26 – Wind and Wildlife Conference 
(Abilene) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas' 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
Program Activities 
The Executive Committee of the Coastal 
Coordination Council met in Austin on August, 2, 
2007.  The TSSWCB was represented by Mr. 
Richard Egg.  Minutes of the meeting are available 
for viewing on the General land Office website at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc/2007/080207e
c/agenda.html. 
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TEXAS BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM 
 

Program Overview  
In 1985, Senate Bill 1083, Acts of the 69th 
Legislature, Regular Session created the Texas 
Brush Control Program. The goal of this legislation 
is to enhance the State's water resources through 
selective control of brush species. The Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is 
designated as the agency responsible for 
administering the program and is given authority to 
delegate responsibility for administering certain 
portions of the program to local soil and water 
conservation districts.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/brushcontrol. 
 

Program News 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the 
State Brush Control Program by providing 
$1,874,176.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY07. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 

Program Activities 

Watershed 
2007 Allocated 

Funds 
Unobligated 
Funds ($) Treated Acres 

       
North Concho $50,000.00 $20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales $218,168.95 $25,355.55 73,594.08 
     
Twin Buttes $527,528.60 $0.20 277,845.57 
     
Lake Ballinger $0 $0 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake $12,831.00 $0 16,404 
     
Pecos (Saltcedar) $155,276.20 $19,950.22 7,274.15 
     
Upper 
Colorado(Saltcedar) 

Combined 
w/Pecos 

Combined 
w/Pecos 824.32 

     
Hubbard 
Creek(SaltCedar) $78,195.25 $ 65,617.88 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead $100,000.00 $100,000.00 0 
    
*Nueces River $100,000.00 $20,002.50 0 

* The table above represents General Revenue 07 money in 
the unobligated funds column 
* Total acres treated represents treated acres since the 
beginning of each project 
 
TSSWCB Brush Program staff provided the 
following SWCDs with Brush Program Updates or 
Brush Program Assistance: 
 
Area 1  

• Dawson County SWCD 
• Upper Colorado SWCD  

 
Area 2 

• North Concho River SWCD 
• Nolan County SWCD  
• Middle Concho SWCD 
• Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
• Tom Green County SWCD 
• Pedernales SWCD  
• Mitchell County SWCD 
• Gillispie County SWCD 
• Runnels SWCD 
• Pecos County SWCD 
• Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
• Midland SWCD  
• Trans Pecos SWCD 
• Sandhills SWCD 
• Howard County SWCD 

  
Area 3 

• McMullen County SWCD 
• Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 

 
Area 5 

• Archer County SWCD 
• Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 

 
 

FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Program News 
The National Watershed Coalition will conduct a 
workshop “Operation and Maintenance/Sponsor 
Responsibility 101” workshop in Decatur, 
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September 24 – 26, 2007. The workshop will be 
conducted in cooperation with Wise County, Wise 
County WCID #1, Texas Association of Watershed 
Sponsors, the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, and the USDA-NRCS. The 
workshop costs $160. Space is limited so interested 
attendees should register early. 
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Further information on the workshop may be found 
at 
http://www.watershedcoalition.org/events.html. 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource.   
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 
 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC met on August 15, 2007, at the 
offices of the TCEQ.  The TSSWCB was 
represented by Mr. Richard Egg.  Minutes from 
the meeting will be available when posted on 

the TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Minutes.ht
m. 
 
The TGPC Public Outreach and Education 
Subcommittee will meet September 26, 2007, in 
Austin. 

 
 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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 September 30th is the deadline for FY 2007: 
 

• 4th  quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims 
• Return of any unused Director Mileage & Per 

Diem advance payments 
• Supplemental Technical Assistance Claims 
• Audit Notification Forms 

STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 28, 2007, in the Hearings Room at the 
agency’s state headquarters in Temple.  A formal 
State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
8:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 29, 2007, at the 
same location.  For more information on State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the June 29, 2007, joint work session 
regarding Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs) between the State Board and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
were approved on September 20, 2007.  Minutes 
from the July 19, 2007, State Board Meeting were 
approved on July 19, 2007, and are available on the 
agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the September 
20, 2007, State Board Meeting will be considered 
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for approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
November 29, 2007. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 
State Board News 
On September 17, 2007, Governor Rick Perry 
reappointed Larry D. Jacobs and Joe L. Ward to 
the State Board.  Governor appointments to the 
State Board are two-year appointments, with 
staggered terms beginning and ending on February 
1st of each year. 
 
For more information on the State Board, please 
visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/aboutus/board. 
 
Rule Proposals 
At their September 20, 2007, meeting, the State 
Board proposed the following amendment to Rule 
31TAC519.  The rule amendment will be published 
for public comment in the October 5, 2007, edition 
of the Texas Register. 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
Part 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

BOARD 
 

Chapter 519 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Subchapter A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

31 TAC §519.8 
 

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (State Board) 
proposes an amendment to 31 TAC, Part XVII, Chapter 519, 
Subchapter A, Technical Assistance Program, Section 519.8, Eligible 
Pay rates, concerning the rate of pay that may be reimbursed to 
districts for technical assistance provided by their personnel. 
Specifically, this proposed amendment establishes an increased pay 
rate, from $10.00 per hour to $15.00 per hour, as a maximum that 
may be reimbursed to a soil and water conservation district for 
technical assistance and eliminates the yearly cap that had been 
imposed on total earnings. The amendment maintains the maximum 
of 40 hours that may be worked per week, but rewords the limitation. 
The amendment is made so that districts may provide a pay rate that 
is competitive with the general work force. 

 
Mr. Kenny Zaijcek, Fiscal Officer, State Board has determined that 
for the first five year period there will be no fiscal implications for 
state or local government as a result of administering this amended 
rule. 
 
Mr. Zaijcek has also determined that for the first five year period this 
amended rule is in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of 
administering this rule will be the ability of districts to hire an 
adequately skilled work force necessary to provide technical 
assistance to agricultural landowners and operators. 
 
There are no anticipated costs to small businesses or individuals 
resulting from this amended rule.  
 
Comments on the proposed amendment may be submitted in writing 
to Rex Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, Texas 76503, (254)773-
2250 ext.231. 
 
The amendment is proposed under the Agriculture Code of Texas, 
Title 7, Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State Board to 
adopt rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions 
under the Agriculture Code. 
 
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by this amendment. 
 
§519.8  Eligible Pay Rates 
 
The State Board hereby establishes a maximum pay rates of $15.00 
$10.00 per hour not to exceed a or $20,773 per year and maximum 
hours per week of 40 hours per week. With the prior approval of the 
State Board a district may exceed the maximum pay rate or 
maximum hours per week. Expenditures for wages or salaries that 
are above the maximum pay rate or expenditures for hours over the 
maximum hours per week will not otherwise be eligible for 
reimbursement. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 21, 
2007.  
 
Mel Davis  
Special Projects Coordinator  
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Earliest possible date of adoption: September 16, 2007  
For further information, please call: (254) 773-2250, x252 
 
Rule Adoptions 
The State Board has adopted a new rule to enhance 
its ability to individually consider alternative 
resource treatment plans as an acceptable brush 
control plan. 
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The rule was published in the August 17, 2007, 
edition of the Texas Register and was adopted by 
the State Board in their September 20, 2007 
meeting.  The new rule will become effective 
October 11, 2007. 
 
Notice of the final adopted rule will be published in 
the October 5, 2007, edition of the Texas Register, 
as follows: 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
CONSERVATION 

 
PART 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 

 
CHAPTER 517. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
SUBCHAPTER B. COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE FOR BRUSH 

CONTROL 
 

31 TAC §517.30 
 

The Texas State Soil and water Conservation Board (State Board) 
adopts new §517.30(h), concerning the agency’s ability to individually 
consider alternative resource treatment plans as an acceptable brush 
control plan.  The new rule is adopted without changes to the 
proposed text as published in the August 17, 2007, issue of the 
Texas Register (32TexReg 5155) and will not be republished. 
Specifically, the new rule provides the agency some flexibility in 
accepting an alternative brush control plan that may better suit 
landowner management plans. 
 
No comments were received regarding adoption of the new rule. 
The new rule is adopted under the Agriculture Code of Texas, title 7, 
Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State board to adopt 
rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions under 
the Agriculture Code and under §203.012, which authorizes the 
board to adopt reasonable rules to carry out the chapter. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be a valid exercise of the agency’s legal 
authority. 
 
Section 517.30  Eligibility for Cost-share Assistance 
 
(a) Eligible person. 
 
(1) Any individual, partnership, administrator for a trust or estate, 
family-owned corporation, or other legal entity who as an owner, 
lessee, tenant, or sharecropper participates in an agricultural or 
wildlife operation within a brush control area and is a cooperator with 
the local SWCD shall be eligible for cost-share assistance. 
 

(2) A political subdivision is eligible for cost sharing under the brush 
control program, provided that the state's share may not exceed 50% 
of the total cost of a single project. 
 
(b) Ineligible person. 
 
(1) A person is not eligible to participate in the state brush control 
program or to receive money from the state brush control program if 
the person is simultaneously receiving any cost-share money for 
brush control on the same acreage from a federal government 
program. 
 
(2) The State Board may grant an exception if the State Board finds 
that joint participation of the state brush control program and any 
federal brush control program will enhance the efficiency and 
effectiveness of a project, lessen the state's financial commitment to 
the project, and not exceed 80% of the total cost of the project. 
 
(c) Eligible land. To be eligible for cost-share assistance, the land 
must be within a brush control area and fall into any of the following 
categories: 
 
(1) land within the state that is privately owned by an eligible person; 
 
(2) land leased by an eligible person over which the applicant has 
adequate control extending through the term of the contract period 
and written permission of the landowner; or 
 
(3) land owned by the state, a political subdivision of the state, or a 
nonprofit organization that holds land in trust for the state. 
 
(d) Ineligible lands. Allocated funds shall not be used on land outside 
of a brush control area or land not used for agricultural or wildlife 
production. 
 
(e) Eligible purposes. Cost-share assistance shall be available only 
for brush control included in an approved brush control plan and 
contract and determined to be needed by SWCDs to conserve water. 
 
(f) Eligible practices. Brush control methods, which the State Board 
has approved and which are included in the applicant's approved 
brush control plan and contract, shall be eligible for cost-share 
assistance. The brush control area working group shall designate 
their list of eligible methods from those approved by the State Board. 
 
(g) Requirement to file an application. In order to qualify for cost-
share assistance, an eligible person, including political subdivisions, 
shall file an the RMS requirement if it finds an alternate plan 
adequate. 
 
(i) Persons authorized to sign applications and contracts. All 
applications, contracts, and performance certifications shall be 
signed by: 
 
(1) the eligible person; 
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(2) any person designated to represent the eligible person, provided 
an appropriate notarized durable power of attorney has been filed 
with the SWCD office; or 
 
(3) the responsible person or administrator, in cases of trusts or 
estates, provided that letters of administration or letters of 
testamentary have been submitted to the SWCD in lieu of a power of 
attorney application with the local SWCD. 
 
(h) Requirement to develop a brush control plan. In order to qualify 
for cost-share assistance, an eligible person, including political 
subdivisions, shall develop a brush control plan. Brush control plans 
shall meet resource management system requirements on acres 
planned, as set forth in the FOTG. The State Board may grant an 
exception to the RMS requirement if it finds an alternate plan 
adequate.  
 
(i) (No change.)  
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 21, 
2007. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Director and Officer’s Liability Insurance 
On September 1st the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board purchased a blanket Director 
and Officers Liability Insurance Policy for all 
Districts and Directors of Districts.   This policy 
provides a level of indemnity protection for actions 
of Directors while serving within the scope and 
authority of their office.  This insurance coverage is 
in addition to any existing insurance coverage a 
District may already have.  There is no action 
required by a District to begin coverage. Each 
individual SWCD should do its own policy 
evaluation prior to dropping any current insurance 
coverage.  The Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board has already paid the premium.  
A copy of the policy will be forthcoming to the 
central mailing address of each District.   

 
 
 

September 30th is the deadline for FY 
2007:  

• 4th  quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem 
claims 

• Return of any unused Director Mileage & 
Per Diem advance payments 

• Supplemental Technical Assistance Claims 
• Audit Notification Forms  

 
Director Mileage and Per Diem 
On September 21st advance payment of Director 
Mileage and Per Diem allocations for FY 2008 were 
made to Districts that have claimed or returned all 
advance payments provided in FY 2007.  Districts 
that did not receive an advance payment on 
September 21st still need to claim or return advance 
payments for FY 2007.  
 
Agricultural Water Conservation 
Agricultural Water Conservation claims and 
performance reports for FY 2007 must be received 
by October 31st.  The Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board cannot ensure payment for 
Agricultural Water Conservation claims and 
performance reports received after October 31st.  
 
Annual Financial Statements 
The deadline for submission of FY 2007 Annual 
Financial Statements is October 31st.  
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Current Job Openings 

 
• Administrative Assistant I 

o Class No. 0150/A08 
o Starting Annual Salary: $24,500 
o Required Travel: As Needed 
o Location: Temple, Texas 
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New Hires 
 

• Mitch Conine started September 17, 2007, 
as a Project Manager for TMDLs and Clean 
Water Act, Section 319(h) Grants in 
Temple. 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  October 1, 2007 
 

5 

• Irene Perez will start October 1, 2007 as the 
Information specialist I position in Temple. 

• Justin Berry will start October 1, 2007 as 
the Natural resource Specialist IV position 
in Nacogdoches. 

• Shari Johnson will start October 15, 2007 
as the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Gonzales. 

 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 is scheduled for 
October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Please mark this 
date and make plans to attend. Everyone's support is 
needed and welcomed.  Pre-registration information 
and program highlights are available online at: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/annualmeeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 
DISTRICTS 

 
Scheduled Meetings 
The next State 
Association Board 
Meeting will be conducted 
during the Annual State 
Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors in Waco.  For more 
information on the State Association, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/atswcd. 
 

 
AREA ASSOCIATIONS OF SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
 
Deep East Texas Association 
The Deep East Texas Association met on 
September 27, 2007, in Orange. 
 
Gulf Coast Association 
The Gulf Coast Association met on September 13, 
2007, in Port Lavaca. 
 
Northeast Texas Association 
The Northeast Texas Association will meet October 
9, 2007, at 6:00 p.m., in Mt. Pleasant at the Titus 
County Civic Center. 
 
Rolling Planes Association 
The Rolling Planes Association met on September 
11, 2007, in Mineral Wells. 
 
South Central Texas Association 
The South Central Texas Association met on 
September 6, 2007, in Snook. 
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South Texas Association 
The South Texas Association met on September 25, 
2007, at 9:30 a.m. at the Harlingen Irrigation 
District Pump House Annex. 
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
At the annual FFA State Convention held in Corpus 
Christi July 9-12, Ms. Julia Bunch of Waxahachie 
was named state winner in the Soil Stewardship 
Public Speaking Contest.  She competed against 20 
other contestants for the honor.  
 
The ten area winners in the contest will receive a 
$500 scholarship through the ATSWCDS PI 
program.  Ms. Bunch, the state winner will also 
receive a $1,000 scholarship in addition to the $500 
area award she earned.  Ms Bunch will speak at the 
annual meeting of SWCD directors in October. 
 
Twelve scholarship recipients from contest years 
2004, 2005, 2006, and one in contest year 2007 
have requested and received their scholarships in 
this fiscal year. 
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth 
The State Steering Committee of the Wildlife 
Alliance for Youth met on July 17 in San Angelo to 
plan and coordinate the 2008 regional and state 
events.  Contest dates are as follows: 
 

• Region I- Information not yet available for 
2008 

• Region II- April 15, 2008 
• Region III- April 15, 2008 
• Region IV- October 31, 2007- Plant 

Materials Center near Nacogdoches 
• Region V- April 15, 2008 

 
In addition, WAY is seeking to work with colleges 
and universities to provide two six-hour training 
programs to undergraduate or graduate candidates 
who will shortly be receiving their Agriculture, 
Foods and Natural Resources Certification.  The 

purpose of the proposed training is to better equip 
new Ag teachers with the mechanics of the contests. 
 
For the first time statistical information has been 
gathered to see the results in statewide participation 
in the program.  Cumulative figures reveal that 696 
4-H and FFA teams participated in the program at 
different levels and different training events 
throughout the year.  This represents nearly 2,400 
students throughout the state who have participated 
in the wildlife contests.  
 
SWCD Director Training Conference 
A regional training session was held in Area III on 
July 26 in Kenedy.  The program was modeled after 
the training sessions conducted in Temple, but 
modified to fit a one-day schedule.  Attached is the 
agenda of topics covered.  Eleven directors attended 
the training. 
 
Brochures for New Directors 
A new brochure has been developed to help orient a 
newly elected or appointed director with their duties 
and responsibilities.  The brochure summarizes their 
roles and provides helpful suggestions on how to 
get started.  The publication has not yet been 
disseminated to districts pending consultation with 
the field staff to discern the best method of 
distribution. 
 
Priority Education Funding Program 
Fifty-six soil and water conservation districts 
requested special education project funding through 
the Public Information Education program.  Of the 
$20,000 budgeted for the program, $12,825 has 
been claimed.  Districts who have claimed the 
requested funds report a cumulative estimated total 
of 9,600 beneficiaries of the respective educational 
programs conducted. 
 
Public Information/Education Committee 
Teleconference 
The PI Committee will meet via a teleconference on 
Wednesday, September 26 to review the 07 
financial statement and develop a budget to 
recommend to the ATSWCD Board of Directors for 
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approval for the 08 FY.  The committee will also set 
an agenda for their meeting in Waco on October 22. 
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Regional Office PI Activities 
Harlingen Regional Office 
The Harlingen Regional Office held their annual 
training session with SWCD employees on 
Wednesday, August 29, 2007, in Falfurrias.  All 
aspects of the Water Quality Management Plan 
Program were discussed. 
 
Wharton Regional Office and Harlingen Regional 
Office 
On August 29, Carrie Sanford, Jeff Cerny, and 
Lawrence Brown, Jr. from the Wharton Regional 
Office, conducted Water Quality Management Plan 
training for NRCS personnel, District employees 
and District Directors in the Wharton region. 
Kendria Ray, Field Representative, was also in 
attendance.   There were 25 NRCS personnel, 319 
technicians and District employees in attendance.   
 
Major discussion topics included items to consider 
when writing a WQMP, items to consider 
concerning Cost-Share, applying for Cost-share 
more than once, releasing cost-share funds, 
examples of the multiyear forms and important 
dates concerning the WQMP program.  All of these 
topics and more were included in a 51 page training 
packet that was handed out to those attending to use 
as a reference.  Also included in the packet were 
examples of narratives, a grazing management plan 
and copies of the WQMP forms.  The training was 
held in Edna, Texas with the Jackson SWCD #336 
furnishing the meeting place and refreshments. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 190 conservation-related videos 
available; the catalog can be downloaded from the 
TSSWCB’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/vi
dcat05-06.pdf. No rental fees are assessed to those 
wishing to borrow the videos from the library. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 

and must be returned upon date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
This resource is available at no charge to the 
borrower. The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning will be the 
responsibility of the borrower. All videos must be 
insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog.  Request a video, contact Loren 
Henley at lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
Recent Video Usage 
The following conservation videos were checked 
out from the TSSWCB for educational use during 
September 2007: 
 

• Soil Conservation 
• Soil from the Beginning 
• The Colorado River Trail 
• Conserving our Natural Resources 
• Pointless Pollution:  America’s Water Crisis 

 
 

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
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for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
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Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Program Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program News 
The TSSWCB has filled four Poultry Program 
positions (Natural Resource Specialist IVs) 
appropriated to the TSSWCB during the 80th 
Regular Texas Legislative Session in 2007.  The 
positions are headquartered in Center, Centerville, 
Nacogdoches, and Gonzales.  These positions will 
continue the TSSWCB’s duty to assist poultry 
producers in meeting state water quality standards 
through the successful implementation of a Water 
Quality Management Plan certified by the 
TSSWCB under §201.026, Agriculture Code. 
 

Program Activities 
Over the next few months the TSSWCB will be 
preparing to conduct approximately eight poultry 
producer meetings in cooperation with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality and Texas 
Cooperative Extension.  The purpose of the 
meetings is to familiarize poultry producers that 
meet the federal and state definition of a 
concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO) with 
additional water and air quality requirements.  The 
TSSWCB has prepared a new guidance document 
that should make these additional requirements as 
unobtrusive as possible.  Final meeting dates and 
locations will be provided to SWCDs and poultry 
producers in future editions of this publication. 
 

 
CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2006 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 77 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $15 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
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Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
As a result of past exemplary grant management, 
the EPA has awarded the TSSWCB an additional 
$856,769 federal §319(h) funds for FY2007. This 
additional allocation increases the TSSWCB’s 
Fiscal Year 2007 §319(h) program allocation to 
$5,544,292. TSSWCB staff submitted the revised 
FY2007 §319(h) grant application to EPA on 
August 8th and is currently awaiting final approval 
and award.  
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FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff are in the initial stages of report development. 
Staff from both agencies met on August 2nd to 
discuss the structure and content of the report. The 
report will highlight the State’s efforts during 2007 
to collect data, assess water quality, implement 
projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint source 
pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources 
for current and future generations of Texans. This 
report must be submitted to EPA in January 2008 to 
ensure continued funding. Past editions of the 
annual report, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports under the 
heading Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program. 
 
Targeted Brush Control in the E.V. 
Spence Reservoir Watershed 
The TSSWCB initiated this effort to aid in 
implementing the TMDLs for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids in the E.V. Spence Reservoir by 
chemically treating saltcedar brush in riparian areas 
along the Colorado River and its tributaries in an 
effort to reduce nonpoint source pollution loadings. 
During FY2004, saltcedar scheduled to be treated 
was not sprayed due to undesirable leaf canopy 
conditions for absorption and translocation of the 
herbicide to the roots. Therefore, FY2004 scheduled 

acreage was combined with FY2005 scheduled 
acreage. In FY2005, 2,416 acres were treated and 
1,500 acres were treated in 2006. For FY2007, 
aerial application began two weeks ago on the E.V. 
Spence Lake Basin and some riparian areas 
upstream. As of today, approximately 6,800 acres 
have been treated this year, with 700 acres 
remaining to complete this 319(h) project in support 
of the Implementation Plan for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids TMDLs in the E.V. Spence 
Reservoir. 

 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS & 
WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
TMDL Program Overview 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.).  This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years.  The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List.  A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards.  Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody.  Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List.  Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  More information 
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
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Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated water 
quality protection and restoration strategies driven 
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
the watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters.  
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EPA that 
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan.  More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
Coordination with TCEQ 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
work session, a new Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was 
approved by the Board and Commission.  This 
framework for collaboration between the two 
agencies describes the programmatic mechanisms 
employed to develop and implement TMDLs and 
WPPs.  TSSWCB staff continue to work with 
TCEQ staff to implement the MOA.  TSSWCB staff 
have had several conference calls and meetings with 
specific TCEQ program staff on components of the 
MOA.  Discussion has focused on implementing the 
June 29 directives from the Board and Commission 
related to the Bacteria TMDL Task Force, 
identification of several priority watersheds that are 
anticipated to achieve water quality improvement 
over the next few years in order to support EPA 
program performance measures, and the concept of 
developing a Texas-specific guidance document for 
WPPs.  A formal report on collaborative efforts to 
implement provisions of the MOA over the past 
quarter will be jointly prepared with TCEQ staff 
and then submitted to the Board and Commission. 

Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
On June 29, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL 
Task Force.  Specifically, the Board 1) adopted the 
principles and general process recommended by the 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force, 2) directed TSSWCB 
staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ to 
incorporate the principles of the recommendations 
into an updated joint-agency TMDL guidance 
document, 3) directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to move diligently to expedite 
the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 4) 
directed TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the 
TCEQ to establish a multi-agency bacteria work 
group to continue examining the scientific research 
and development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report.  TSSWCB staff are currently working with 
TCEQ staff to implement these directives.  
Specifically, TSSWCB and TCEQ staff are 
finalizing an outline of revisions to existing TMDL 
program guidance necessary to incorporate the 
adopted recommendations from the Task Force 
report.  TSSWCB staff have provided peer review 
comments to TCEQ staff on drafts of the TMDL 
documents for Leon River and Peach Creek.  The 
next step in these two projects will be to publish the 
TMDL documents for public comment, most likely 
this fall.  TSSWCB and TCEQ staff have also 
moved forward with resuming public stakeholder 
meetings for TMDL projects paused during the 
work of the Task Force, including Leon River, 
Peach Creek, Atascosa River, Elm and Sandies 
Creeks, Copano Bay, Lower San Antonio River and 
Oso Creek.  Finally, TSSWCB and TCEQ staff 
have discussed the scope, membership and general 
process for establishing a multi-agency bacteria 
work group. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 
303(d) List 
TCEQ staff will soon begin the analysis of water 
quality data for the 2008 Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List.  The current proposal is 
to assess only the classified segments (major rivers 
and reservoirs).  TCEQ will publish the 2008 
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Inventory and List for public comment in December 
2007 and will submit to EPA in April 2008.  More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html. 
 
Surface Water Quality Standards 
Revision 
On September 6, Donna Long attended the fourth 
meeting of the TCEQ Surface Water Quality 
Standards Advisory Work Group in Austin.  TCEQ 
staff will develop draft language for changes to the 
standards based on comments from this series of 
meetings, including the establishment of nutrient 
criteria for reservoirs and modifications to contact 
recreation use and bacteria criteria.  TCEQ adoption 
of any changes to the standards is not expected until 
mid-2009.  EPA must also approve any changes.  
More information on this standards review process 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
On September 13, Donna Long and Aaron Wendt 
attended a TCEQ Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
Guidance Advisory Work Group meeting in Austin.  
This group provides guidance to TCEQ staff on the 
process and methods for assessing and reporting 
surface water quality in Texas to satisfy CWA 
§§305(b) and 303(d).  Discussion focused on 
assessing attainment of dissolved oxygen criteria 
which supports aquatic life use.  A major concern is 
that for small streams, the degree of aquatic life use 
is usually presumed rather than determined based 
on actual site-specific biological and 
physiochemical data.  Additional discussion 
centered on how well water quality monitoring 
stations represent conditions throughout a 
waterbody (spatial representativeness) and how well 
collected water quality data reflect conditions across 
the assessment period (temporal 
representativeness).  More information is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/swqmgawg07.html. 
 
 

15th National NPS Monitoring Workshop 
On August 26-30, Aaron Wendt participated in the 
15th National NPS Monitoring Workshop in Austin.  
This EPA-sponsored workshop was themed 
Monitoring for Decision Making and drew several 
hundred attendees from across the nation.  Sessions, 
posters, field trips, and mini-workshops focused on 
how water quality monitoring has been successfully 
integrated into decision-making related to TMDLs, 
WPPs, modeling and BMP effectiveness studies.  
Many TSSWCB CWA §319(h) funded projects 
were highlighted, including Texas Watershed 
Stewards, BST on Lakes Waco and Belton, WPPs 
on Pecos River, Plum Creek and Buck Creek, BMP 
effectiveness monitoring in Lake 'O the Pines and 
Cypress Creek, North Bosque River and Oso Creek, 
BMP effectiveness modeling in the Richland-
Chambers Reservoir watershed, and evaluation of 
alternative technologies for phosphorus removal 
from dairy lagoon effluent.  Additionally, about 30 
attendees participated in a tour through the Plum 
Creek watershed which highlighted the WPP effort.  
Brian Koch and Pam Casebolt also participated in 
the Plum Creek tour.  Workshop presentations are 
available at the Conference website 
http://www.rivers.txstate.edu/NPS07/. 
 
Wharton Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee 
On September 6, Brian Koch, Loren Henley and 
Pam Casebolt hosted the TSSWCB Wharton 
Regional Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee (WCSC) meeting in Columbus.  
Updates on WPPs in the Wharton service area were 
provided, specifically Plum Creek and Dickinson 
Bayou.  Texas Forest Service provided an overview 
of silvicultural BMPs and monitoring funded with 
CWA §319(h) grants from TSSWCB.  Focused 
BMPs include planning, harvesting, prescribed fire, 
silvicultural chemicals, site preparation and 
planting, streamside management zones and road 
construction and maintenance.  Implementation 
occurs through training for loggers, landowners, 
foresters, and TFS personnel through workshops, 
presentations, newsletters, media and surveys.  
Demonstrations for BMPs occur in all five State 
Forests on 7,314 acres.  BMP implementation, 
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statewide on all ownership tracts, was 91.7% 
between 2003 and 2005.  A BMP effectiveness 
study was also performed on four project sites 
located throughout East Texas, with biological and 
water quality monitoring.  Preliminary results for 
the study actually indicate an increase in fish 
diversity at each site from pre-treatment to post-
treatment.  Water quality sampling has shown no 
significant changes in water chemistry post-
treatment vs. pre-treatment and control vs. test area.  
Texas Cooperative Extension provided an overview 
of the Texas Watershed Steward Program, which is 
a community-based water resource educational 
training to enhance stakeholder involvement in 
WPP and TMDL initiatives.  Funded through CWA 
§319(h) grants from TSSWCB, the program is 
designed to increase citizen awareness, 
understanding, and knowledge of the nature and 
function of watersheds to empower individuals to 
take leadership roles involving community water 
issues.  The curriculum covers the basics of 
watershed management and is written in non-
technical language.  Finally, the WCSC reviewed 
criteria used to select Plum Creek as a priority 
watershed for WPP development.  An evaluation of 
watersheds in southeast and south central Texas will 
be updated with current information to be assessed 
against these criteria.  Another watershed will then 
be identified as a prime candidate for WPP 
development.  WCSC members will each identify 
three priority watersheds in their respective 
jurisdiction with significant agricultural land use 
and high potential for local stakeholder buy-in.  
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
On August 28, the EPA approved Seventeen TMDLs 
for Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, and pH in Adams 
Bayou, Cow Bayou, and Their Tributaries.  In order 
to achieve water quality standards for dissolved 
oxygen, cBOD and NH3N must be reduced between 
27% and 69% in various areas throughout the 
watershed.  In order to achieve water quality 
standards for bacteria, E. coli must be reduced 
between 15% and 83% in various areas throughout 
the watershed.  The stakeholder group, facilitated 

by the Sabine River Authority, is currently 
developing an I-Plan that lays out a plan of action to 
reach these reduction goals.  More information on 
this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html.  These TMDLs will 
have limited impacts on livestock and forestry 
operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous 
watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
On September 11, Bob Gruner, John Foster and 
Aaron Wendt attended the Buck Creek WPP 
stakeholder meeting in Memphis.  Discussion 
centered on surface water quality standards related 
to contact recreation use and bacteria, the proposed 
monitoring and Bacterial Source Tracking study, 
and the establishment of a stakeholder steering 
committee to guide the development of the WPP.  
More information on this WPP is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/.  This WPP has the 
potential to impact livestock operations in the Buck 
Creek watershed in Donley, Collingsworth, and 
Childress Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek 
On August 28, Donna Long attended a Cedar Creek 
WPP meeting in Kaufman.  More information on 
this WPP is available at http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/.  
This WPP will impact agricultural operations in the 
Cedar Creek watershed in Henderson, Kaufman, 
Rockwall and Van Zandt Counties. 
 
Colorado River below E.V. Spence 
On October 10, the TCEQ will consider approval of 
the draft Implementation Plan for Two TMDLs for 
Chloride and Total Dissolved Solids in the 
Colorado River Below E.V. Spence Reservoir, For 
Segment 1426.  Analysis of allocation scenarios 
indicates that releases from E.V. Spence Reservoir 
must be at or below certain concentrations in order 
to meet water quality standards in the Colorado 
River below E.V. Spence Reservoir.  Additionally, 
the TMDL identifies saltcedar as contributing only 
0.30% of salinity loadings to the River.  As such, 
TSSWCB is committed to supporting this I-Plan 
through continued implementation support of the I-
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Plan for E.V. Spence Reservoir approved by the 
Board in 2001.  More information on this draft I-
Plan is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/32-colorado_petronila.html. 
 
Concho River 
On September 27, Ben Wilde and Aaron Wendt 
attended the Concho River WPP stakeholder 
meeting in San Angelo.  Discussion centered on 
various proposed strategies to address identified 
water quality threats and impairments including 
brush control and range management, agricultural 
water conservation, management of manure by 
CAFOs, structural controls to abate urban NPS 
loadings, development of unified development 
codes for cities and rural unincorporated areas, and 
a comprehensive coordinated education campaign 
targeted to various audiences.  More information on 
this WPP is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html.  
This WPP has the potential to impact farming and 
livestock operations in the Concho River watershed 
in Coke, Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, 
Irion, Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, 
Schleicher, Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton 
Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
On September 18, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt 
met with staff from TCEQ, the Texas Department 
of Agriculture and the Texas Poultry Federation to 
discuss the applicability of the dissolved oxygen 
criteria for Elm and Sandies Creeks.  A cursory 
examination of flow data suggests that the 
determined level of aquatic life use in these streams 
may be adjusted.  This would result in an associated 
change in the dissolved oxygen criteria for the 
waterbodies that may change the reduction goals for 
the TMDLs.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks 
watershed in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
 

E.V. Spence Reservoir 
Through a CWA §319(h) funded project, the 
TSSWCB is implementing components of the 
Implementation Plan for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids TMDLs in the E.V. Spence 
Reservoir, For Segment 1411.  The TSSWCB is 
chemically treating saltcedar in riparian areas along 
the Colorado River above E.V. Spence, its major 
tributaries and the Spence lake basin.  During 2004, 
saltcedar scheduled to be treated was not sprayed 
due to undesirable leaf canopy conditions for 
absorption and translocation of the herbicide to the 
roots.  Therefore, 2004 scheduled acreage was 
combined with 2005 scheduled acreage.  In 2005, 
2,416 acres were treated and 1,500 acres were 
treated in 2006.  For 2007, aerial application of 
herbicide began in early September and 7,475 acres 
have been treated focusing on the lake basin and 
riparian areas immediately upstream.  To date, 
11,391 acres of saltcedar have been chemically 
treated throughout the E.V. Spence Reservoir 
watershed.  More information on this TMDL and I-
Plan is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/04-spence.html. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
On September 26, Pam Casebolt, Mitch Conine, 
Loren Henley, Donna Long and Aaron Wendt 
attended a Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan meeting in 
Austin.  The Lower Colorado River Authority is 
facilitating the stakeholder work group discussing 
implementation strategies to achieve the significant 
NPS load reductions in this TMDL.  In order to 
bring the waterbody into compliance with bacteria 
standards for contact recreation, a 93% reduction in 
E. coli at high flows and an 83% reduction in E. coli 
at moderate flows is required.  Discussion focused 
on implementation strategies to achieve these 
reductions including identifying failing septic 
systems, retrofitting detention ponds to reduce 
urban NPS loadings, restoration of the riparian 
zone, development and implementation of WQMPs 
on livestock operations, and a coordinated 
education program targeted to various audiences.  
More information on this TMDL project is available 
at 
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http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html.  This TMDL 
will have limited impacts on livestock operations in 
the Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Leon River 
On September 17, John Foster, TJ Helton, Donna 
Long and Aaron Wendt met with staff from TCEQ, 
Texas Farm Bureau, Texas Association of 
Dairymen and the Brazos River Authority to discuss 
the status of the bacteria TMDL for the Leon River 
below Proctor Lake and how to move forward with 
the project.  TCEQ has recently published the final 
modeling report for this TMDL.  More information 
on this TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leon_group.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
Peach Creek 
TCEQ has recently published the final modeling 
report for this TMDL.  More information on this 
TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html.  This TMDL will 
impact livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties. 
 
Pecos River 
On September 11, the Pecos River WPP was 
released to the general public for comment.  The 
WPP was developed by Texas Water Resources 
Institute and Texas Cooperative Extension through 
a CWA §319(h) NPS grant from TSSWCB.  
Landowners are encouraged to provide comments 
on the draft plan and to attend public meetings on 
the WPP in early October.  More information is 
available at http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/.  This WPP 
will impact agricultural operations in the Pecos 
River watershed in Andrews, Brewster, Crane, 
Crockett, Culberson, Ector, Jeff Davis, Loving, 
Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, Reeves, Terrell, Upton, 
Val Verde, Ward and Winkler Counties. 
 

Petronila Creek 
On October 10, the TCEQ will consider approval of 
the draft Implementation Plan for Three TMDLs for 
Chloride, Sulfate and Total Dissolved Solids in 
Petronila Creek Above Tidal, For Segment 2204.  
Analysis of pollutant sources indicates permitted 
domestic wastewater discharges and oil industry 
activities are the major contributors to the 
impairment.  This I-Plan prescribes implementation 
activities associated with abating salinity from oil 
and gas production activities.  More information on 
this draft I-Plan is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/32-colorado_petronila.html. 
 
Plum Creek 
On September 13, Brian Koch, Jeff Cerny, John 
Foster, TJ Helton, Loren Henley, Pam Casebolt and 
Aaron Wendt attended a Steering Committee 
meeting for the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
in Lockhart.  Significant discussion focused on the 
various management measures proposed by the 
work groups to address needed reductions in 
phosphorus and bacteria loadings from wastewater 
treatment facilities, urban areas and livestock and 
farming operations.  Potential funding sources for 
implementing these BMPs were also discussed.  
More information on this WPP is available at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP will impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• October 1-5 – Texas GIS Forum (Austin) 
• October 2 – Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL I-

Plan Public Meeting (West Orange) 
• October 2 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

(Mentone) 
• October 2 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

(Pecos) 
• October 2 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder 

Meeting (Granbury) 
• October 3 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

(Imperial) 
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• October 4 – North Bosque River TMDL 
Refinement meeting (Austin) 

• October 4 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Iraan) 

• October 5 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 
(Del Rio) 

• October 8 – Peach Creek TMDL Public Meeting 
(Waelder) 

• October 9 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory 
Work Group (Austin) 

• October 10 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting regarding 
TMDL I-Plans (Austin) 
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• October 10 – Leon River TMDL Public Meeting 
(Hamilton) 

• October 11 – Coastal Bend Feral Hog 
Management Symposium (Sinton) 

• October 11 – Forest Stewardship State 
Coordinating Committee (Austin) 

• October 15 – Lake Houston (Cypress Creek) 
TMDL Public Meeting (Kingwood) 

• October 15-16 – Bacteria in Our Bayous 
Symposium (Houston) 

• October 19 – Overview of Alternative Manure 
Treatment Systems (NLPELC webcast) 

• October 23-24 – Playa Lakes Symposium 
(Amarillo) 

• October 23 – Cedar Creek WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Kaufman) 

• October 24 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
Galveston Bay Council (Houston) 

• October 25 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Agricultural Issues Work Group 
(Weslaco) 

• October 25 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Weslaco) 

• October 25-26 – 4th Annual Symposium for 
Excellence in Ranch Management (Kingsville) 

• October 25-26 – Wind and Wildlife Conference 
(Abilene) 

• October 29 – Lake Houston (Cypress Creek) 
TMDL Public Meeting (Cypress) 

• October 30 – Lake Houston (Spring Creek) 
TMDL Public Meeting (Tomball) 

• November 1 – Lake Houston (Caney and Peach 
Creeks) TMDL Public Meeting (New Caney) 

• November 6 – Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (TBA) 

• November 6 – Lake Houston (Spring Creek) 
TMDL Public Meeting (Spring) 

• November 7 – Lake Houston (West Fork San 
Jacinto River) TMDL Public Meeting (Conroe) 

• November 8 – Lake Houston (East Fork San 
Jacinto River) TMDL Public Meeting 
(Cleveland) 

 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas' 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
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program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
Program Activities 
The Executive Committee of the Coastal 
Coordination Council met in Austin on August, 2, 
2007.  The TSSWCB was represented by Mr. 
Richard Egg.  Minutes of the meeting are available 
for viewing on the General land Office website at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc/2007/080207e
c/agenda.html. 
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TEXAS BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM 
 

Program Overview  
In 1985, Senate Bill 1083, Acts of the 69th 
Legislature, Regular Session created the Texas 
Brush Control Program. The goal of this legislation 
is to enhance the State's water resources through 
selective control of brush species. The Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is 
designated as the agency responsible for 
administering the program and is given authority to 
delegate responsibility for administering certain 
portions of the program to local soil and water 
conservation districts.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/brushcontrol. 
 

 
Program News 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the 
State Brush Control Program by providing 
$1,874,176.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY07. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 

 
Program Activities 

Watershed 
2007 Allocated 

Funds 
Unobligated 
Funds ($) Treated Acres 

       
North Concho $50,000.00 $20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales $218,168.95 $25,355.55 73,594.08 
     
Twin Buttes $527,528.60 $0.20 277,845.57 

     
Lake Ballinger $0 $0 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake $12,831.00 $0 16,404 
     
Pecos (Saltcedar) $155,276.20 $19,950.22 7,274.15 
     
Upper 
Colorado(Saltcedar) 

Combined 
w/Pecos 

Combined 
w/Pecos 824.32 

     
Hubbard 
Creek(SaltCedar) $78,195.25 $ 65,617.88 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead $100,000.00 $100,000.00 0 
    
*Nueces River $100,000.00 $20,002.50 0 

* The table above represents General Revenue 07 money in 
the unobligated funds column 
* Total acres treated represents treated acres since the 
beginning of each project 
 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Program News 
The National Watershed Coalition conducted a 
workshop “Operation and Maintenance/Sponsor 
Responsibility 101” workshop in Decatur, 
September 24 – 26, 2007. The workshop was 
conducted in cooperation with Wise County, Wise 
County WCID #1, Texas Association of Watershed 
Sponsors, the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, and the USDA-NRCS. 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource.   
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The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  October 1, 2007 
 

17 

 
• Improves coordination between State and 

Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  
• Reports on its activities and recommends 

new protection programs to the Legislature.  
• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC met on August 15, 2007, at the offices of 
the TCEQ.  The TSSWCB was represented by Mr. 
Richard Egg.  Minutes from the meeting will be 
available when posted on the TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Minutes.htm. 
 
The TGPC Public Outreach and Education 
Subcommittee will meet September 26, 2007, in 
Austin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

September 30th was the deadline for FY 2007: 
 

• 4th  quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem claims 
• Return of any unused Director Mileage & Per 

Diem advance payments 
• Supplemental Technical Assistance Claims 
• Audit Notification Forms 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 28, 2007, in the Hearings Room at the 
agency’s state headquarters in Temple.  A formal 
State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
8:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 29, 2007, at the 
same location.  For more information on State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the June 29, 2007, joint work session 
regarding Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs) between the State Board and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
were approved on September 20, 2007.  Minutes 
from the July 19, 2007, State Board Meeting were 
approved on September 20, 2007, and are available 
on the agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the September 
20, 2007, State Board Meeting will be considered 
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for approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
November 29, 2007. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 
Rule Proposals 
At their September 20, 2007, meeting, the State 
Board proposed the following amendment to Rule 
31TAC519.  The rule amendment was published for 
public comment in the October 5, 2007, edition of 
the Texas Register. The earliest possible date of 
adoption is November 4, 2007. 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
Part 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

BOARD 
 

Chapter 519 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Subchapter A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

31 TAC §519.8 
 

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (State Board) 
proposes an amendment to 31 TAC, Part XVII, Chapter 519, 
Subchapter A, Technical Assistance Program, Section 519.8, Eligible 
Pay rates, concerning the rate of pay that may be reimbursed to 
districts for technical assistance provided by their personnel. 
Specifically, this proposed amendment establishes an increased pay 
rate, from $10.00 per hour to $15.00 per hour, as a maximum that 
may be reimbursed to a soil and water conservation district for 
technical assistance and eliminates the yearly cap that had been 
imposed on total earnings. The amendment maintains the maximum 
of 40 hours that may be worked per week, but rewords the limitation. 
The amendment is made so that districts may provide a pay rate that 
is competitive with the general work force. 
 
Mr. Kenny Zaijcek, Fiscal Officer, State Board has determined that 
for the first five year period there will be no fiscal implications for 
state or local government as a result of administering this amended 
rule. 
 
Mr. Zaijcek has also determined that for the first five year period this 
amended rule is in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of 
administering this rule will be the ability of districts to hire an 
adequately skilled work force necessary to provide technical 
assistance to agricultural landowners and operators. 
 

There are no anticipated costs to small businesses or individuals 
resulting from this amended rule.  
 
Comments on the proposed amendment may be submitted in writing 
to Rex Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, Texas 76503, (254)773-
2250 ext.231. 
 
The amendment is proposed under the Agriculture Code of Texas, 
Title 7, Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State Board to 
adopt rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions 
under the Agriculture Code. 
 
No other statutes, articles, or codes are affected by this amendment. 
 
§519.8  Eligible Pay Rates 
 
The State Board hereby establishes a maximum pay rates of $15.00 
$10.00 per hour not to exceed a or $20,773 per year and maximum 
hours per week of 40 hours per week. With the prior approval of the 
State Board a district may exceed the maximum pay rate or 
maximum hours per week. Expenditures for wages or salaries that 
are above the maximum pay rate or expenditures for hours over the 
maximum hours per week will not otherwise be eligible for 
reimbursement. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 21, 
2007.  
 
Mel Davis  
Special Projects Coordinator  
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Earliest possible date of adoption: September 16, 2007  
For further information, please call: (254) 773-2250, x252 
 
Rule Adoptions 
The State Board adopted a new rule to enhance its 
ability to individually consider alternative resource 
treatment plans as an acceptable brush control plan. 
 
The rule was published in the August 17, 2007, 
edition of the Texas Register and was adopted by 
the State Board in their September 20, 2007 
meeting.  The new rule became effective October 
11, 2007. 
 
Notice of the final adopted rule was published in the 
October 5, 2007, edition of the Texas Register, as 
follows: 
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TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND 

CONSERVATION 
 

PART 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION BOARD 

 
CHAPTER 517. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
SUBCHAPTER B. COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE FOR BRUSH 

CONTROL 
 

31 TAC §517.30 
 

The Texas State Soil and water Conservation Board (State Board) 
adopts new §517.30(h), concerning the agency’s ability to individually 
consider alternative resource treatment plans as an acceptable brush 
control plan.  The new rule is adopted without changes to the 
proposed text as published in the August 17, 2007, issue of the 
Texas Register (32TexReg 5155) and will not be republished. 
Specifically, the new rule provides the agency some flexibility in 
accepting an alternative brush control plan that may better suit 
landowner management plans. 
 
No comments were received regarding adoption of the new rule. 
The new rule is adopted under the Agriculture Code of Texas, title 7, 
Chapter 201, §201.020, which authorizes the State board to adopt 
rules that are necessary for the performance of its functions under 
the Agriculture Code and under §203.012, which authorizes the 
board to adopt reasonable rules to carry out the chapter. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the adoption has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be a valid exercise of the agency’s legal 
authority. 
 
Section 517.30  Eligibility for Cost-share Assistance 
 
(a) Eligible person. 
 
(1) Any individual, partnership, administrator for a trust or estate, 
family-owned corporation, or other legal entity who as an owner, 
lessee, tenant, or sharecropper participates in an agricultural or 
wildlife operation within a brush control area and is a cooperator with 
the local SWCD shall be eligible for cost-share assistance. 
 
(2) A political subdivision is eligible for cost sharing under the brush 
control program, provided that the state's share may not exceed 50% 
of the total cost of a single project. 
 
(b) Ineligible person. 
 
(1) A person is not eligible to participate in the state brush control 
program or to receive money from the state brush control program if 
the person is simultaneously receiving any cost-share money for 
brush control on the same acreage from a federal government 
program. 
 

(2) The State Board may grant an exception if the State Board finds 
that joint participation of the state brush control program and any 
federal brush control program will enhance the efficiency and 
effectiveness of a project, lessen the state's financial commitment to 
the project, and not exceed 80% of the total cost of the project. 
 
(c) Eligible land. To be eligible for cost-share assistance, the land 
must be within a brush control area and fall into any of the following 
categories: 
 
(1) land within the state that is privately owned by an eligible person; 
 
(2) land leased by an eligible person over which the applicant has 
adequate control extending through the term of the contract period 
and written permission of the landowner; or 
 
(3) land owned by the state, a political subdivision of the state, or a 
nonprofit organization that holds land in trust for the state. 
 
(d) Ineligible lands. Allocated funds shall not be used on land outside 
of a brush control area or land not used for agricultural or wildlife 
production. 
 
(e) Eligible purposes. Cost-share assistance shall be available only 
for brush control included in an approved brush control plan and 
contract and determined to be needed by SWCDs to conserve water. 
 
(f) Eligible practices. Brush control methods, which the State Board 
has approved and which are included in the applicant's approved 
brush control plan and contract, shall be eligible for cost-share 
assistance. The brush control area working group shall designate 
their list of eligible methods from those approved by the State Board. 
 
(g) Requirement to file an application. In order to qualify for cost-
share assistance, an eligible person, including political subdivisions, 
shall file an the RMS requirement if it finds an alternate plan 
adequate. 
 
(i) Persons authorized to sign applications and contracts. All 
applications, contracts, and performance certifications shall be 
signed by: 
 
(1) the eligible person; 
 
(2) any person designated to represent the eligible person, provided 
an appropriate notarized durable power of attorney has been filed 
with the SWCD office; or 
 
(3) the responsible person or administrator, in cases of trusts or 
estates, provided that letters of administration or letters of 
testamentary have been submitted to the SWCD in lieu of a power of 
attorney application with the local SWCD. 
 
(h) Requirement to develop a brush control plan. In order to qualify 
for cost-share assistance, an eligible person, including political 
subdivisions, shall develop a brush control plan. Brush control plans 
shall meet resource management system requirements on acres 
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planned, as set forth in the FOTG. The State Board may grant an 
exception to the RMS requirement if it finds an alternate plan 
adequate.  
 
(i) (No change.)  
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 21, 
2007. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Director and Officer’s Liability Insurance 
On September 1st the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board purchased a blanket Director and 
Officers Liability Insurance Policy for all Districts and 
Directors of Districts.   This policy provides a level of 
indemnity protection for actions of Directors while 
serving within the scope and authority of their office.  
This insurance coverage is in addition to any existing 
insurance coverage a District may already have.  There 
is no action required by a District to begin coverage. 
Each individual SWCD should do its own policy 
evaluation prior to dropping any current insurance 
coverage.  The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board has already paid the premium.  A copy of the 
policy will be forthcoming to the central mailing address 
of each District.   
 
September 30th was the deadline for FY 
2007:  

• 4th  quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem 
claims 

• Return of any unused Director Mileage & 
Per Diem advance payments 

• Supplemental Technical Assistance Claims 
• Audit Notification Forms  

 
Director Mileage and Per Diem 
On September 21st advance payment of Director 
Mileage and Per Diem allocations for FY 2008 were 
made to Districts that have claimed or returned all 
advance payments provided in FY 2007.  Districts 
that did not receive an advance payment on 

September 21st still need to claim or return advance 
payments for FY 2007.  
 
Agricultural Water Conservation 
Agricultural Water Conservation claims and 
performance reports for FY 2007 must have been 
received by October 31st.  The Texas State Soil 
and Water Conservation Board cannot ensure 
payment for Agricultural Water Conservation 
claims and performance reports received after 
October 31st.  
 
Annual Financial Statements 
The deadline for submission of FY 2007 Annual 
Financial Statements was October 31st.  
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Current Job Openings 
 

• Information Specialist I 
 Class No. 1830/B06 
 Starting Annual Salary: $30,202 
 Required Travel: As Needed 
 Location: Temple, Texas 
 
New Hires 

• Justin Berney started October 1, 2007 as the 
Natural resource Specialist IV position in 
Nacogdoches. 

• Shari Johnson started October 15, 2007 as 
the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Gonzales. 

 
Resignation 
Irene Perez resigned October 5, 2007 as the 
Information specialist I position in Temple. 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The Annual State Meeting for 2007 was held 
October 22 – 24, 2007 in Waco. Approximately 650 
district directors, spouses and other interested 
individuals registered for the meeting. 
 
The State Meeting for next year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest— 
NACD’ Stewardship and Education Committee 
announced that “Water is Life” will be the theme of 
the 2008 Stewardship Week.  According to NACD, 
the materials will be available for purchase in 
November.  As a result, preparations are now 
underway for developing the 2008 Soil Stewardship 
Public Speaking Contest packet which is targeted to 
be sent to SWCDS and Ag Science teachers in 
January-February.   
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth—Area IV held their 
regional wildlife contest on October 31, at the Plant 
Materials Center near Nacogdoches.  Details and 
announced winners in the contest will be available 
in the November Update. 
 

SWCD Director Training Conference— A 
training conference for district directors is 
scheduled for January 29-30, 2008 at the 
TSSWCB’s state headquarters in Temple.  
Correspondence announcing the workshop along 
with a registration form will be sent to all districts 
the first week in November.   
 
Informational Brochure for New Directors— A 
letter introducing the new pamphlet for newly 
elected/appointed directors along with a request 
form was sent to all districts on September 25.  In 
addition, the new pamphlet will be included with 
the appointment or election papers sent to a district 
that has a new director or directors coming on 
board. 
 
Pocket Calendars—1,000 pocket planners for 2008 
were purchased through the Association’s Public 
Information/Education Program for distribution to 
SWCD directors at the state meeting.  Surplus 
copies will be used in conjunction with exhibits at 
upcoming trade shows. 
 
Cast Conference—The TSSWCB will have an 
exhibit at the Science Teachers Association of 
Texas (STAT) annual conference November 15-16 
in Austin. CAST has the largest state science 
conference in the country! A record crowd of over 
6,000 Texas science educators and administrators 
are expected to attend the conference. 
 
SWCD Director Training Resource Project— 
(Formerly referred to as the NASCA project) All 
agency training materials such as PowerPoint 
presentations, and other documents used as 
resources in District Director Training workshops 
are being consolidated into a specific TSSWCB 
website link.  The purpose of organizing this 
material into a Training Resources file will enable 
field staff to conduct director training on a localized 
basis as well as provide SWCDS to more easily 
access materials of specific interest on a as need 
basis following workshop training. 
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There are over 190 conservation-related videos 
available; the catalog can be downloaded from the 
TSSWCB’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/vi
dcat05-06.pdf. No rental fees are assessed to those 
wishing to borrow the videos from the library. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
This resource is available at no charge to the 
borrower. The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning will be the 
responsibility of the borrower. All videos must be 
insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog.  Request a video, contact Loren 
Henley at lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
PI&E Activity 
The agency participated in the following meetings 
and trade shows during the month of October: 
 

• October 3 ~ Chamber of Commerce Meeting 
in Waco 

• October 4-6 ~ Guadalupe County Fair 
• October 11-12 ~ Landowners Association of 

Texas State Meeting 
• October 22-24 ~ Annual State Meeting 
• October 24-26 ~ Victoria Farm and Ranch 

Show 
 

 

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
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Program News 
The TSSWCB has filled four Poultry Program 
positions (Natural Resource Specialist IVs) 
appropriated to the TSSWCB during the 80th 
Regular Texas Legislative Session in 2007.  The 
positions are headquartered in Center, Centerville, 
Nacogdoches, and Gonzales.  These positions will 
continue the TSSWCB’s duty to assist poultry 
producers in meeting state water quality standards 
through the successful implementation of a Water 
Quality Management Plan certified by the 
TSSWCB under §201.026, Agriculture Code. 
 
Program Activities 
On November 13, 2007, the TSSWCB will host a 
staff meeting in Nacogdoches with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, the Texas 
Cooperative Extension, and the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service to review rules and 
requirements that apply to poultry producers 
defined as concentrated animal feeding operations 
(CAFO).  TSSWCB is also preparing to conduct six 
poultry producer meetings in January and February 
2008 in cooperation with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and Texas Cooperative 
Extension.  The purpose of the meetings is to 
familiarize poultry producers that meet the federal 
and state definition of a CAFO with water and air 
quality requirements that are in addition to their 
Water Quality Management Plan.  The TSSWCB 
has prepared a new guidance document that should 
make these additional requirements as unobtrusive 
as possible.  Final meeting dates and locations will 
be provided to SWCDs and poultry producers in 
future editions of this publication. 
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CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 

implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2006 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 77 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $15 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
As a result of past exemplary grant management, 
the EPA has awarded the TSSWCB an additional 
$856,769 federal §319(h) funds for FY2007. This 
additional allocation increases the TSSWCB’s 
Fiscal Year 2007 §319(h) program allocation to 
$5,544,292.  
 
Targeted Brush Control in the E.V. 
Spence Reservoir Watershed 
The TSSWCB initiated this effort to aid in 
implementing the TMDLs for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids in the E.V. Spence Reservoir by 
chemically treating saltcedar brush in riparian areas 
along the Colorado River and its tributaries in an 
effort to reduce nonpoint source pollution loadings. 
During 2004, saltcedar scheduled to be treated was 
not sprayed due to undesirable leaf canopy 
conditions for absorption and translocation of the 
herbicide to the roots. Therefore, 2004 scheduled 
acreage was combined with 2005 scheduled 
acreage. In 2005, 2,416 acres were treated and 
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1,500 acres were treated in 2006. For 2007, aerial 
application began August 16 and was completed 
September 22. During this time 7,475 acres were 
treated on the E.V. Spence Lake Basin and some 
riparian areas upstream. Through this 319(h) project 
a total 11,391 acres were treated in support of the 
Implementation Plan for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids TMDLs in the E.V. Spence 
Reservoir. 
 
EPA Region VI – 17th Annual Quality 
Assurance Conference 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 
6 hosted their 17th Annual Quality Assurance 
Conference from October 15-19, at the Dallas 
Headquarters Building.  This conference was 
developed to bring environmental professionals 
together for continuing education in the fields of air, 
water, and policy.  Conference topics are geared 
toward new technologies, emerging contaminants, 
laboratory protocols, and upcoming policy changes.  
Next year’s conference is scheduled for October 20-
25, 2008. 
 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  November 1, 2007 
 

8 

 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS & 
WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Overview 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.).  This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years.  The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List.  A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards.  Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 

Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody.  Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List.  Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  More information 
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated water 
quality protection and restoration strategies driven 
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
a watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters.  
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EPA that 
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan.  More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
work session, a new Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was 
approved by the Board and Commission.  This 
framework for collaboration between the two 
agencies describes the programmatic mechanisms 
employed to develop and implement TMDLs and 
WPPs.  TSSWCB staff continue to work with 
TCEQ staff to implement the MOA.  Specifically, 
on October 17, John Foster, TJ Helton and Aaron 
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Wendt met with TCEQ staff to discuss how the 
State can better provide guidance to local 
stakeholder groups on developing WPPs.  
Additionally, TSSWCB staff have discussed with 
TCEQ TMDL staff a short list of waterbodies that 
have been on the 303(d) List for some time and are 
priority waterbodies for resource allocation to 
develop TMDLs. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
On June 29, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL 
Task Force.  The Board directed TSSWCB staff to 
work with the staff of the TCEQ to move diligently 
to expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs 
that were paused during the work of the Task Force.  
TSSWCB staff are currently working with TCEQ 
staff to implement this directive.  Over the past 
month, TSSWCB staff have provided peer review 
comments to TCEQ staff on a draft of the TMDL 
document for the Lower San Antonio River and 
have worked with TCEQ staff to move forward with 
resuming public stakeholder meetings for TMDL 
projects paused during the work of the Task Force, 
including Leon River, Peach Creek and Copano 
Bay. 
 
TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work 
Group 
On October 9, Donna Long attended the TCEQ 
Water Quality Advisory Work Group meeting in 
Austin.  The meeting began with a presentation on 
the development of water reclamation facilities in 
the City of Midland and the obstacles involved with 
an undertaking of this nature.  Updates were 
provided by TCEQ’s Storm Water and Pretreatment 
Team on new permitting and pretreatment rulings 
and the last half of the meeting was dedicated to the 
Water Quality Standards revision process. TCEQ’s 
Water Quality Standards Team reported that 
advisory committee members provided extensive 
comments concerning nutrients standards at the 
most recent stakeholder meeting, which the team 
was now acting on. The Standards Team is 
considering the number of years to use in the 
assessment process and is looking into a surrogate 

for total nitrogen, i.e., ammonia or nitrate+nitrite.  
They are also working in conjunction with the 
TCEQ TMDL and Surface Water Quality 
Monitoring Teams in order to resolve issues such as 
low flow exemptions, use of surface samples vs. 
profile samples, consideration of the current 
geometric mean for bacteria, and an acceptable 
definition of “representative sample”.  More 
information on this work group is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/WQ_advisory_group.html. 
 
Bacteria in Our Bayous Symposium 
On October 15-16, Brian Koch attended the 
Bacteria in Our Bayous Symposium in Houston.  
The symposium focused on the continuing and 
growing problem of bacterial pollution in the 
Houston area.  It was noted that the bayous around 
Houston have had a long history of water quality 
problems, dating back to the Texas Revolution, due 
in part to the poor drainage that plagues the area.   
The Houston-Galveston Area Council is TCEQ’s 
Clean Rivers Program partner that monitors 124 
stream segments in the area.  And of those 
segments, 94 have impaired contact recreation due 
to excessive E. coli bacteria.  Other discussion 
topics included:  regrowth and re-suspension of 
bacteria, both related to the nature of the bayous, 
and how the bayous are basically drainage for the 
entire city.  Potential solutions included changes in 
water quality standards by conducting Use 
Attainability Analyses (UAAs), which would assess 
the risk to human health associated with contact 
recreation in these waterbodies.  More information 
on the symposium, including links to presentations, 
is available at 
http://events.bayoupreservation.org/index.cfm/Men
uItemID/181/MenuSubID/23.htm. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
On October 24, Brian Koch attended the Galveston 
Bay Estuary Program Galveston Bay Council 
meeting in Pasadena.  Galveston Bay is an estuary 
of national importance and, through the federal 
Clean Water Act §320, is included in the National 
Estuary Program administered by the EPA.  This 
was a regular quarterly meeting of the Council, and 
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included updates on GBEP’s newsletter and new 
guidance on evaluation of the National Estuary 
Programs in general.  The use of high resolution 
spatial mapping to estimate plankton response to 
freshwater inflows in Galveston Bay was presented.  
And an update on TMDLs in the Galveston Bay 
area was provided.  More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/.  The Galveston Bay 
Plan, a comprehensive conservation and 
management plan, impacts agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty counties. 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
On October 2, Joel Clark and Brian Koch attended 
an Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL I-Plan meeting 
in West Orange.  Stakeholders assessed the different 
areas where BMP implementation could reduce 
pollutants from entering the bayous.  In order to 
achieve water quality standards for dissolved 
oxygen, cBOD and NH3N must be reduced between 
27% and 69% in various areas throughout the 
watershed.  In order to achieve water quality 
standards for bacteria, E. coli must be reduced 
between 15% and 83% in various areas throughout 
the watershed.  According to the TMDL model, 
regionalization and conversion of septic systems to 
centralized wastewater treatment will reduce the 
bulk of the loading.  For agricultural operations, 
continued development and implementation of 
WQMPs with SB-503 and EQIP cost-share funding 
was suggested.  More information on this TMDL 
project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html.  These TMDLs will 
have limited impacts on livestock and forestry 
operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous 
watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
On October 25, Ronnie Ramirez attended the 
Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership Steering 
Committee meeting in Weslaco. Discussion 
centered on the long-term sustainability of the 
partnership and future funding needs. A special task 
group of steering committee members has been 

formed to research the possibilities of moving under 
the umbrella of an existing organization or 
establishing a new Arroyo Colorado 501(c)(3) 
organization. Currently, the Partnership has three 
funding proposals submitted for 1) an Education 
and Outreach Center in Rio Hondo, 2) pesticide 
BMP/IPM education, and 3) a wetland site 
suitability study. The Partnership will look into 
grant funding from NAWCA, a Regional Facility 
Planning Grant through the Texas Water 
Development Board, and Wetlands Mitigation 
Banking. The Partnership will continue to work 
with lead organizations on grants until the 
Partnership is a stand-alone entity.  More 
information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/.  This WPP impacts 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
On October 23, Brian Koch attended a Bastrop 
Bayou WPP meeting in Angleton.  This was the 
first public meeting to announce the WPP and begin 
building stakeholder participation.  The biggest 
concern from stakeholders was failing septic 
systems and the projected population growth and 
urban development in the watershed over the next 
few years.  This WPP has the potential to affect 
livestock and farming operations in the Bastrop 
Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Cedar Creek 
On October 23, Donna Long attended a Cedar 
Creek WPP stakeholder meeting in Kaufman.  The 
meeting began with an overview of the nine 
elements needed for a successful WPP.  A series of 
urban and agricultural NPS BMPs were illustrated 
and stakeholders were asked to select the methods 
that would be most beneficial to the watershed.  
After selecting likely BMPs, committee members 
were tasked with prioritization of practices from 
most to least efficient in the removal of targeted 
pollutants.  Results of this selection and 
prioritization process will be presented at the next 
meeting.  In addition, potential reduction 
percentages for sediment and nutrients were 
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suggested for consideration by stakeholders and will 
also be discussed further at the next scheduled 
meeting.  More information on this WPP is 
available at http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/.  This WPP 
will impact agricultural operations in the Cedar 
Creek watershed in Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall 
and Van Zandt Counties. 
 
Colorado River below E.V. Spence 
On October 10, the TCEQ approved the 
Implementation Plan for Two TMDLs for Chloride 
and Total Dissolved Solids in the Colorado River 
Below E.V. Spence Reservoir, For Segment 1426.  
Analysis of allocation scenarios indicates that 
releases from E.V. Spence Reservoir must be at or 
below certain concentrations in order to meet water 
quality standards in the Colorado River below E.V. 
Spence Reservoir.  Additionally, the TMDL 
identifies saltcedar as contributing only 0.30% of 
salinity loadings to the River.  As such, TSSWCB is 
committed to supporting this I-Plan through 
continued implementation support of the I-Plan for 
E.V. Spence Reservoir approved by the Board in 
2001.  More information on this I-Plan is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/32-colorado_petronila.html. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
On October 11, Brian Koch attended a symposium 
sponsored by Texas Cooperative Extension on 
management and control of feral hogs held at the 
Welder Wildlife Refuge near Sinton.  The workshop 
was targeted to landowners in San Patricio, 
Refugio, Nueces, Kleberg, Bee, Live Oak, and 
Duval Counties.  Feral hogs have the potential to 
negatively affect water quality, and have impact on 
water quality improvement projects, such as the 
Copano Bay TMDL.  Also, billions of dollars 
annually are lost due to crop damage and disease 
transmission to livestock by feral hogs. 
Presentations included information on basic feral 
hog biology including life history, diet, range, 
habitat preference, and breeding; management 
strategies including hunting, trapping, and snaring; 
strategies for landowners to profit from selling 

hunts and the meat from feral hogs; and studies on 
disease transmission to livestock, including swine 
brucellosis and pseudorabies.  More information on 
coping with feral hogs is available at 
http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
On October 24, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson 
Bayou WPP Land Use Workgroup meeting in 
Dickinson.  A presentation on the Dickinson Bayou 
Watershed Ordinance Compilation was given.  This 
information was compiled to track all of the city 
and county ordinances that protect water quality in 
order to create a gap analysis using GIS. Also, the 
workgroup discussed what their portion of the WPP 
should include for the state of the watershed and 
where to go from this point.  This WPP is 
proceeding in tandem with the on-going Dickinson 
Bayou bacteria and dissolved oxygen TMDLs.  
More information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/.  Both this WPP 
and the TMDL have the potential to impact 
agricultural operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Lake Houston 
On October 15, Jeff Cerny, Lawrence Brown, and 
Brian Koch attended a stakeholder meeting in 
Kingwood, for the Lake Houston TMDL for 
bacteria.  This meeting was the first of seven public 
meetings throughout the Lake Houston watershed to 
introduce stakeholders to the project.  This meeting 
focused on Cypress Creek, a tributary to Lake 
Houston.  An open house was held before the 
meeting to answer questions from stakeholders, and 
to introduce them to the responsibilities each entity 
has in developing the TMDL.  The technical portion 
of the meeting included an overview of the TMDL 
process and the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 
303(d) List, designated uses, data review and the 
monitoring plan.  Analysis of historic data did not 
show a trend as far as increases or decreases in 
bacteria concentrations.  Load Duration Curves 
(LDC) were developed for the single sample 
maximum criterion, and showed regular bacteria 
exceedances throughout the watershed.  Potential 
sources include nonpoint source runoff into smaller 
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tributaries and point source discharges on the main 
stem.  There are over 100 TCEQ-permitted 
dischargers contributing 100% of the flow at base 
flow (80 cfs).  Also, a targeted sampling plan was 
described that will examine bacteria/sediment re-
suspension, regrowth and die-off, wet weather point 
sources, and library-independent Bacterial Source 
Tracking.  More information on this TMDL project 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html.  This TMDL project has 
the potential to impact livestock operations in the 
Lake Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
Leon River 
On October 10, Don Brandenberger, Charlie 
Upchurch, Steve Jones, John Foster, TJ Helton, 
Pamela Casebolt, Mitch Conine, Loren Henley and 
Aaron Wendt attended the Leon River TMDL 
stakeholder meeting in Hamilton.  Discussion 
focused on outcomes from the Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force report; how the Leon River TMDL will 
address wildlife contributions, septic systems and 
wastewater treatment facilities; and whether or not 
to incorporate several tributaries as separate 
TMDLs.  TSSWCB staff provided stakeholders 
with information on various TSSWCB-funded 
projects including the Leon River WPP; BMP 
effectiveness studies on dairies and grazing cattle 
operations; studies on bacteria survival and 
regrowth in water and stream sediment; and studies 
on re-suspension of bacteria in streams under 
rainfall events.  The next step in the process will be 
for TCEQ to publish for public comment the TMDL 
document.  Stakeholders recommended another 
meeting to develop a coordinated set of comments 
to submit to TCEQ.  More information on this 
TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leon_group.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
 

Peach Creek 
On October 8, Kendria Ray, Lawrence Brown, 
Brian Koch, Pamela Casebolt, Mitch Conine, Loren 
Henley and Aaron Wendt attended the Peach Creek 
TMDL stakeholder meeting in Waelder.  Discussion 
focused on outcomes from the Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force report and how the Peach Creek TMDL will 
address wildlife contributions, septic systems and 
wastewater treatment facilities.  TSSWCB staff 
provided stakeholders with information on various 
TSSWCB-funded projects including BMP 
effectiveness studies on grazing cattle operations 
and cost-share funding to implement BMPs through 
a WQMP.  The next step in the process will be for 
TCEQ to publish for public comment the TMDL 
document.  More information on this TMDL project 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html.  This TMDL will 
impact livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties. 
 
Pecos River 
During the first week of October, Ben Wilde, John 
Foster and Aaron Wendt attended several public 
meetings regarding the Pecos River WPP.  These 
meetings were held in Mentone (October 2), Pecos 
(October 2), Imperial (October 3), Iraan (October 4) 
and Del Rio (October 5) to receive public comment 
on the first draft of the Pecos River WPP.  The WPP 
lays out a proposed voluntary plan of action to 
improve water quality in the Pecos River.  Saltcedar 
brush control is a critical component of the plan.  
The comment period on this draft extends through 
December 17 after which a revised draft will be 
released that incorporates comments received.  
Landowners are encouraged to provide comments 
on the draft plan and to attend additional public 
meetings to be hosted by the local SWCDs in the 
upcoming weeks.  More information is available at 
http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/.  This WPP will impact 
agricultural operations in the Pecos River watershed 
in Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Crockett, Culberson, 
Ector, Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, 
Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Val Verde, Ward and 
Winkler Counties. 
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Petronila Creek 
On October 10, the TCEQ approved the 
Implementation Plan for Three TMDLs for 
Chloride, Sulfate and Total Dissolved Solids in 
Petronila Creek Above Tidal, For Segment 2204.  
Analysis of pollutant sources indicates permitted 
domestic wastewater discharges and oil industry 
activities are the major contributors to the 
impairment.  This I-Plan prescribes implementation 
activities associated with abating salinity from oil 
and gas production activities.  More information on 
this I-Plan is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/32-colorado_petronila.html. 
 
West Galveston Bay 
On October 18, Brian Koch attended a West 
Galveston Bay Habitat Conservation Initiative 
advisory group meeting in La Marque.  This 
initiative, sponsored by the Galveston Bay Estuary 
Program, is focused on protecting habitat along 
Chocolate and Halls Bayous, in order to protect 
water quality in West Galveston Bay.  The target 
areas are located in Brazoria and Galveston 
Counties, on two waterbodies that are considered 
pristine and currently have few issues with water 
quality or habitat degradation.  However, growth 
predictions indicate three million people are coming 
to the Houston area by 2035.  This explosive growth 
suggests a need to protect habitat.  Land use 
analysis, performed by researchers from the River 
Systems Institute at Texas State University, has 
identified many areas that have virtually 
undisturbed native habitat and beneficial 
agricultural land along both bayous.  Brian Koch 
reported on the TSSWCB WQMP and WPP 
Programs, stressed the benefit of developing a nine 
element WPP, and emphasized the need to establish 
contact with the local SWCD and County Extension 
agent to provide inroads to the agricultural 
community.  Options discussed for protecting 
habitat included locating avenues for land 
acquisition for protection and implementing 
conservation BMPs to protect water quality on 
agricultural lands.  This project has the potential to 
impact agricultural operations in the Chocolate and 

Halls Bayous watersheds in Brazoria and Galveston 
Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• October 29 – Lake Houston (Cypress Creek) 

TMDL Public Meeting (Cypress) 
• October 30 – Lake Houston (Spring Creek) 

TMDL Public Meeting (Tomball) 
• November 1 – Lake Houston (Caney and Peach 

Creeks) TMDL Public Meeting (New Caney) 
• November 5 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

hosted by SWCD 231 (Fort Stockton) 
• November 6 – Plum Creek WPP Outreach and 

Education Work Group (Luling) 
• November 6 – Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholder 

Meeting (TBA) 
• November 6 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

hosted by SWCD 213 (Pecos) 
• November 6 – Lake Houston (Spring Creek) 

TMDL Public Meeting (Spring) 
• November 6 – Pecos River WPP Public Meeting 

hosted by SWCD 237 (Sanderson) 
• November 6 – Plum Creek WPP Agricultural 

NPS Work Group (Lockhart) 
• November 7 – Lake Houston (West Fork San 

Jacinto River) TMDL Public Meeting (Conroe) 
• November 7 – Leon River TMDL stakeholder 

meeting hosted by Hamilton County (Hamilton) 
• November 8 – Lake Houston (East Fork San 

Jacinto River) TMDL Public Meeting 
(Cleveland) 

• November 8 – 7th Annual Bell County Water 
Symposium (Belton) 

• November 8 – Brady Creek WPP stakeholder 
meeting (Brady) 

• November 8 – Plum Creek WPP Urban NPS 
Work Group (Kyle) 

• November 8 – Plum Creek WPP Wastewater 
and Industry Work Group (Kyle) 

• November 10 – Texas Watch Training in 
Adams and Cow Bayous watershed (Orange) 

• November 10 – Texas Watch Training in Oso 
Creek watershed (Corpus Christi) 

• November 14 – North Bosque River TMDL 
Model Refinement Advisory Group (Waco) 
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• November 15 – Plum Creek WPP Habitat and 
Water Quality Work Group (Lockhart) 

• November 15 – Clear Creek TMDL Public 
Meeting (Houston) 

• November 16 – Pecos River WPP Public 
Meeting hosted by SWCD 224 (Del Rio) 

• November 19 – Pecos River WPP Public 
Meeting hosted by SWCD 241 (Odessa) 

• November 20 – Pecos River WPP Public 
Meeting hosted by SWCD 235 (Ozona) 

• December 3-7 – Essential Elements for 
Successful Watershed Planning (Fayetteville, 
Arkansas) 

• December 3 – Copano Bay TMDL Public 
Meeting (Refugio) 

• December 4 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Program in Plum Creek (Kyle) 

• December 5 – Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership (Dickinson) 

• December 6 – TSSWCB WRO WCSC 
(Columbus) 

 
 

 
COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas' 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 

Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
Program Activities 
The Executive Committee of the Coastal 
Coordination Council met in Austin on October 25, 
2007.  The TSSWCB was represented by Mr. 
Richard Egg.  Minutes of the meeting are available 
for viewing on the General land Office website at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc/2007/102507e
c/agenda.html. 
 

 
TEXAS BRUSH CONTROL PROGRAM 
 

Program Overview  
In 1985, Senate Bill 1083, Acts of the 69th 
Legislature, Regular Session created the Texas 
Brush Control Program. The goal of this legislation 
is to enhance the State's water resources through 
selective control of brush species. The Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is 
designated as the agency responsible for 
administering the program and is given authority to 
delegate responsibility for administering certain 
portions of the program to local soil and water 
conservation districts.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/brushcontrol. 
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Program News 
The 79th Legislature continued funding for the 
State Brush Control Program by providing 
$1,874,176.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY07. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 

 
Program Activities 
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Watershed 
2007 Allocated 

Funds 
Unobligated 
Funds ($) Treated Acres 

       
North Concho $50,000.00 $20.00 328,802.14 
     
Pedernales $218,168.95 $25,355.55 73,594.08 
     
Twin Buttes $527,528.60 $0.20 277,845.57 
     
Lake Ballinger $0 $0 8314.7 
     
Oak Creek Lake $12,831.00 $0 16,404 
     
Pecos (Saltcedar) $155,276.20 $19,950.22 7,274.15 
     
Upper 
Colorado(Saltcedar) 

Combined 
w/Pecos 

Combined 
w/Pecos 824.32 

     
Hubbard 
Creek(SaltCedar) $78,195.25 $ 65,617.88 0 
     
Lake Arrowhead $100,000.00 $100,000.00 0 
    
*Nueces River $100,000.00 $20,002.50 0 

* The table above represents General Revenue 07 money in 
the unobligated funds column 
* Total acres treated represents treated acres since the 
beginning of each project 
 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Program News 
Texas Association of Watershed Sponsors met in 
Waco in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of 
Texas Soil and Water Conservation Districts on 
October 22, 2007. 
 
USDA-NRCS has been developing information on 
flood control dams in Texas and making it available 

on the NRCS website: 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/Programs/watersheds/i
ndex.html   
 
Information includes cost and benefit information, 
press releases on the dams effects on recent 
flooding in Texas, and fact sheets by Congressional 
district. 
 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 
 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC will meet next on November 6, 2007, at 
the offices of the TCEQ.  This meeting is a work 
session for the Committee members and their staff 
to discuss the revision of the Texas Groundwater 
Protection Strategy.  Meeting information is 
available on the TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.
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Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 

 
 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• October 31st was the deadline for FY 
2007. Financial Statements and Audit 
Notification Forms 

 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 
16, 2007, in the Hearings Room at the agency’s 
state headquarters in Temple.  A formal State Board 
Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, January 17, 2007, at the same location.  
For more information on State Board Work 
Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the September 20, 2007, State Board 
Meeting were approved on November 29, 2007, and 
are available on the agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the November 
29, 2007, State Board Meeting will be considered 
for approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
January 17, 2007. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
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http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 

Rule Proposals 
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At their November 29, 2007, meeting, the State 
Board adopted the following amendment to Rule 
31TAC519.  The rule amendment was adopted to be 
effective January 1, 2008. 
 

TITLE 31. NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION 
Part 17. TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

BOARD 
 

Chapter 519 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
 

Subchapter A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 
§519.8  Eligible Pay Rates 
 
The State Board hereby establishes a maximum pay rates of $15.00 
$10.00 per hour not to exceed a or $20,773 per year and maximum 
hours per week of 40 hours per week. With the prior approval of the 
State Board a district may exceed the maximum pay rate or 
maximum hours per week. Expenditures for wages or salaries that 
are above the maximum pay rate or expenditures for hours over the 
maximum hours per week will not otherwise be eligible for 
reimbursement. 
 
This agency hereby certifies that the proposal has been reviewed by 
legal counsel and found to be within the agency's legal authority to 
adopt.  
 
Mel Davis  
Special Projects Coordinator  
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Earliest possible date of adoption: September 16, 2007  
For further information, please call: (254) 773-2250, x252 
 
Rule Reviews 
Consistent with the State Board’s Rule Review 
Plan, the following rules are scheduled for review 
and publication in the Texas Register for review and 
comment concerning readoption, revision, or repeal: 
1). Chapter 517, Cost-Share Assistance for Brush 
Control, Sections 517.22-517.37. 
2). Chapter 527, Removal of a District Director, 
Sections 527.1-527.7. 
Notice will be sent to the Texas Register and a 30-
day review and comment period will be available 
for districts and other interested parties to provide 
their comments. 

Copies of the rules being reviewed may be viewed 
and downloaded from the agency’s website. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
October 31st was the deadline for FY 
2007:  

• Financial Statements and Audit Notification 
Forms 

December 31st is the deadline for FY 
2007:  

• Financial Statements to be approved 
• Audits 

Technical Assistance:  
Effective January 1, 2008, the new maximum 
reimbursable pay rate for Technical Assistance will 
be $15.00 per hour. A notification letter will be 
forthcoming in December. 
Director Mileage and Per Diem: 
 The TSSWCB has increased the Fiscal Year 2008 
Director Mileage and Per Diem allocation from 
$325,000 to $408,000. The allocation increase is 
for Fiscal Year 2008 only. The maximum mileage 
reimbursement rate for District Director Mileage 
Claims as of September 1, 2007, is now 48.5 cents 
per mile. A District is not required to pay the 
maximum rate that is less than 48.5 cents per mile. 
A notification letter with further instructions will be 
forthcoming in December. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Current Job Openings 
 

• Natural Resource Specialist IV 
 Class No. 2684/B11 
 Starting Annual Salary: $40,790 
 Required Travel: As Needed 
 Location: Dublin, Texas 
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New Hires 
• Meredith McArthur started November 12, 

2007 as the Information Specialist I in 
Temple. 

• Kyra Sumerford started November 19, 2007 
as the Administrative Assistant I in Temple, 
Texas. 

• Justin Berney started October 1, 2007 as the 
Natural resource Specialist IV position in 
Nacogdoches. 

• Shari Johnson started October 15, 2007 as 
the Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Gonzales. 

 
Resignation 
Irene Perez resigned October 5, 2007 as the 
Information specialist I position in Temple. 
Joe Ballard resigned November 30, 2007 as the 
Natural Resource Specialist in Dublin. 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for next year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest— 
NACD’ Stewardship and Education Committee 
announced that “Water is Life” will be the theme of 

the 2008 Stewardship Week.  According to NACD, 
the materials will be available for purchase in 
November.  As a result, preparations are now 
underway for developing the 2008 Soil Stewardship 
Public Speaking Contest packet which is targeted to 
be sent to SWCDS and Ag Science teachers in 
January-February.   
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth—38 FFA teams with 
100 students and 9 4-H teams with 35 students 
participated in the Region IV Wildlife Contest held 
on October 31. High point individual in the FFA 
category was Tommy Marchetti of the Rusk FFA 
chapter.  Hunter Westbrook of the Red River 
County 4-H team was high point scorer in the 4-H 
category.  
 
SWCD Director Training Conference— A 
training conference for district directors is 
scheduled for January 29-30, 2008 at the 
TSSWCB’s state headquarters in Temple.  
Correspondence announcing the workshop along 
with a registration form was sent to all districts the 
last week in November.   
 
Informational Brochure for New Directors—  
A letter introducing the new pamphlet for newly 
elected/appointed directors along with a request 
form was sent to all districts on September 25.  In 
addition, the new pamphlet will be included with 
the appointment or election papers sent to a district 
that has a new director or directors coming on 
board. 
 
Pocket Calendars—1,000 pocket planners for 2008 
were purchased through the Association’s Public 
Information/Education Program for distribution to 
SWCD directors at the state meeting.  Surplus 
copies will be used in conjunction with exhibits at 
upcoming trade shows.  Attached is a copy. 
 
Cast Conference—The TSSWCB had an exhibit at 
the annual Conference for the Advancement of 
Science Teaching on November 15-16 in Austin. 
CAST has the largest state science conference in the 
country! A record crowd of over 7,000 Texas 
science educators and administrators attended the 
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conference.  The TSSWC B promoted its programs 
and how they can be incorporated into the scientific 
curriculum.  In addition, the video library was 
promoted as well as summer teacher workshops 
sponsored by conservation districts. 
 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  November 1, 2007 
 

4 

SWCD Director Training Resource Project— 
(Formerly referred to as the NASCA project) All 
agency training materials such as PowerPoint 
presentations, and other documents used as 
resources in District Director Training workshops 
are being consolidated into a specific TSSWCB 
website link.  The purpose of organizing this 
material into a Training Resources file will enable 
field staff to conduct director training on a localized 
basis as well as provide SWCDS to more easily 
access materials of specific interest on a as need 
basis following workshop training. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 190 conservation-related videos 
available; the catalog can be downloaded from the 
TSSWCB’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/vi
dcat05-06.pdf. No rental fees are assessed to those 
wishing to borrow the videos from the library. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
This resource is available at no charge to the 
borrower. The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning will be the 
responsibility of the borrower. All videos must be 
insured upon return. 
 
 

Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog.  Request a video, contact Meredith 
McArthur at mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 
SB 503 Manual Update—Assistance was 
requested by the Program Supervisor in the 
Harlingen Region Office to update the Water 
Quality Management Program Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Agriculture/Silvicultural Reference Guide.  
Following a visit to the regional office, assistance 
will be provided regarding the printing of a new 
publication. 
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Wharton Regional Office and Harlingen 
Regional Office— 
Brian Koch, Regional Watershed Coordinator, 
demonstrated the Watershed Model on October 9, 
for the Colorado County Ag in the Classroom Event 
held in Columbus.  
 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program News 
The TSSWCB has filled four Poultry Program 
positions (Natural Resource Specialist IVs) 
appropriated to the TSSWCB during the 80th 
Regular Texas Legislative Session in 2007.  The 
positions are headquartered in Center, Centerville, 
Nacogdoches, and Gonzales.  These positions will 
continue the TSSWCB’s duty to assist poultry 
producers in meeting state water quality standards 
through the successful implementation of a Water 
Quality Management Plan certified by the 
TSSWCB under §201.026, Agriculture Code. 
 
Program Activities 
On December 7, 2007, the TSSWCB will host a 
staff meeting in Nacogdoches with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, the Texas 
Cooperative Extension, and the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service to review rules and 
requirements that apply to poultry producers 

defined as concentrated animal feeding operations 
(CAFO).  TSSWCB is also preparing to conduct six 
poultry producer meetings in January and February 
2008 in cooperation with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and Texas Cooperative 
Extension.  The purpose of the meetings is to 
familiarize poultry producers that meet the federal 
and state definition of a CAFO with water and air 
quality requirements that are in addition to their 
Water Quality Management Plan.  The TSSWCB 
has prepared a new guidance document that should 
make these additional requirements as unobtrusive 
as possible.  The meetings for producers will start at 
6:00 pm on the following dates: 
 
January 10 Mt. Pleasant Civic Center 
January 17 Gonzales American Legion Hall 
January 24 Center High School Cafeteria 
February 7 Nacogdoches Knights of Columbus Hall 
February 14 Caldwell Civic Center 
February 28 Franklin Pridgeon Center 

 
CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 90 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $20 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
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operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans.  
 
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff are currently developing the content of the 
report. The report will highlight the State’s efforts 
during 2007 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint 
source pollution, and educate and involve the public 
to improve and maintain the quality of water 
resources for current and future generations of 
Texans. This report must be submitted to EPA in 
January 2008 to ensure continued funding. For past 
editions of the annual report, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports under the 
heading Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program.  
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FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Request for Proposals 
The FY2008 Request for Proposals will be 
published in the Texas Register on December 7th, 
posted on the TSSWCB’s website, and emailed to 
all soil and water conservation districts and 
cooperating entities on our contact list. The deadline 
for proposal submission is February 1, 2008. 
 
Lone Star Healthy Streams 
Funded through the FY2006 CWA§319(h) NPS 
Grant, the Texas Water Resources Institute and 
Texas Cooperative Extension are developing an 
educational curriculum that delivers current 
knowledge training in production and 
environmental management of grazing lands and 
their associated watersheds. The project also 
evaluates and demonstrates the effectiveness of 
BMPs in reducing bacterial contamination of 

streams and waterbodies from grazing lands in two 
demonstration watersheds (Copano Bay and Plum 
Creek). This education and demonstration project 
will contribute to the reduction of levels of bacterial 
contamination of Texas watersheds from grazing 
livestock (beef cattle). This project will play a 
critical role in implementing numerous TMDLs and 
WPPs across the State.  
 
To guide the statewide development of the Lone 
Star Healthy Streams curriculum, a Steering 
Committee has been established. On November 29, 
2007, the Lone Star Healthy Streams Steering 
Committee met at TSSWCB Headquarters in 
Temple. This group is made up of leaders in the 
cattle industry, SWCD directors, participants in 
ongoing TMDLs and WPPs, and representatives 
from agricultural and natural resource agencies and 
agricultural industry groups. This group was formed 
to provide guidance to TCE, TWRI, and TSSWCB 
on research and education programs needed to help 
cattlemen throughout Texas address bacteria runoff 
issues.  
 

 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS & 
WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.).  This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years.  The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List.  A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards.  Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 
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Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody.  Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List.  Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  More information 
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated water 
quality protection and restoration strategies driven 
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
a watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters.  
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EPA that 
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan.  More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
work session, a new Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was 
approved by the Board and Commission.  This 
framework for collaboration between the two 
agencies describes the programmatic mechanisms 
employed to develop and implement TMDLs and 

WPPs.  TSSWCB staff continue to work with 
TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA.   
 
On October 17, John Foster, TJ Helton and Aaron 
Wendt met with TCEQ staff to discuss how the 
State can better provide guidance to local 
stakeholder groups on developing WPPs.  
Discussion centered on programmatic questions 
related to approval of WPPs, long-term 
sustainability of WPPs, interaction of WPPs with 
TMDLs and the appropriate role state and federal 
agencies should play in facilitating local stakeholder 
groups. 
 
On October 19, TSSWCB staff hosted a meeting 
with staff from TCEQ and EPA to discuss the 
identification of several priority watersheds that are 
anticipated to achieve water quality improvement 
over the next few years in order to support EPA 
program performance measures. 
 
TSSWCB staff have worked with TCEQ staff to 
review a short list of waterbodies that have been on 
the 303(d) List for some time and are priority 
waterbodies for resource allocation to address the 
listing.  TSSWCB staff have committed to taking 
the lead role in facilitating and funding projects to 
address the bacteria impairments for 1) Big Cypress 
Creek and its tributaries between Lake Bob Sandlin 
and Lake O’ the Pines in Camp and Titus Counties, 
and 2) several tributaries of the Little Brazos River 
in Robertson County. 
 
TSSWCB staff have provided comments on several 
sections of the revised TMDL Program Guidance 
and are continuing to review chapters as they are 
drafted.  The guidance document was developed 
and last published in 1999. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL 
Task Force.  The Board directed TSSWCB staff to 
work with the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate 
the principles of the recommendations into an 
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updated joint-agency TMDL guidance document, 2) 
move diligently to expedite the development of 
bacteria TMDLs that were paused during the work 
of the Task Force, and 3) establish a multi-agency 
bacteria work group to continue examining the 
scientific research and development needs identified 
in the Task Force Report.  TSSWCB staff are 
currently working with TCEQ staff to implement 
these directives. 
  
Specifically, over the past month, TSSWCB staff 1) 
have worked to resolve issues associated with 
TCEQ staff response to peer review comments 
provided on drafts of the TMDL documents for the 
Leon River and Peach Creek, 2) have provided peer 
review comments to TCEQ staff on a draft of the 
TMDL document for the Lower San Antonio River, 
3) have facilitated meetings designed to expedite 
the resumption of public meetings associated with 
the development of bacteria TMDLs for the Leon 
River and Copano Bay, and 4) have reviewed draft 
text developed to revise existing TMDL program 
guidance necessary to incorporate the adopted 
recommendations from the Task Force report. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program 
Grants 
 
On May 24, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on 
directing state appropriations for the TMDL 
Program.  On July 19, the Board approved an 
operating budget for FY2008 that allocated 
$1,200,494 to TMDL Program grants.  Staff have 
obligated $758,024 through three contracts and are 
working to obligate the remaining monies. 
 
Two contracts were awarded to the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station (TAES) to support 
the anticipated volume of Bacterial Source Tracking 
(BST) studies for bacteria TMDLs across the State 
through 1) increased analytical infrastructure at 
BST laboratories, 2) development of statewide 
Standard Operating Procedures for BST 
methodologies, and 3) further development of the 
statewide BST known-source library.  $200,279 was 
dedicated to the TAES BST Laboratory at El Paso 

and $386,579 was dedicated to the TAES BST 
Laboratory at College Station. 
 
Staff directed $171,166 to support additional 
targeted brush control (saltcedar) in the E.V. Spence 
Reservoir watershed.  Combined with an existing 
CWA §319(h) NPS grant, this further supported the 
Implementation Plan for Sulfate and Total 
Dissolved Solids TMDLs in the E.V. Spence 
Reservoir.  By leveraging state appropriations with 
a federal grant, 11,391 acres of saltcedar have been 
chemically treated in the riparian corridor along the 
Colorado River and its tributaries through this 
project. 
 
Staff are currently working with cooperating entities 
to develop workplans and budgets to obligate the 
remaining $442,470.  Specifically, staff are working 
with 1) the Texas A&M University Spatial Sciences 
Laboratory to develop a workplan that supports the 
development of several TMDLs and WPPs by 
conducting a current land use/land cover analysis of 
several watersheds, 2) the Northeast Texas 
Municipal Water District to develop a workplan that 
supports the development of bacteria TMDLs for 
Big Cypress Creek and its tributaries between Lake 
Bob Sandlin and Lake O’ the Pines, and 3) the 
Brazos River Authority to develop a workplan that 
supports the development of bacteria TMDLs for 
several tributaries of the Little Brazos River in 
Robertson County. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 
303(d) List 
 
TCEQ staff have begun the analysis of water quality 
data for the 2008 Texas Water Quality Inventory 
and 303(d) List.  TSSWCB staff are providing input 
on waterbodies where the impairment status may 
have changed since the last assessment was 
completed.  TCEQ intends to publish the 2008 
Inventory and List for public comment in the near 
future and will submit to EPA in April 2008.  More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html. 
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Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
On November 20, Aaron Wendt participated in a 
meeting of the planning team for the Texas 
Watershed Planning Short Course in College 
Station.  Proper training of watershed coordinators 
and water professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported.  To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course will provide participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, 
and outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements 
of a WPP; data collection and analysis; and the 
tools available for plan development.  The planning 
team is developing the course content and agenda 
and selecting the most appropriate lecturers.  The 
first course is scheduled for June 2008.  More 
information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ.  CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas.  Each river or coastal basin is assigned to 
one of the designated CRP partner agencies.  Each 
CRP partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin.  These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions.  The Texas Water Code 
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB.  The data 
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions.  Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 

annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report.  The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List.   
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.htm
l. 
 
On November 7, Carl Steffey attended a meeting of 
the Northeast Texas Municipal Water District Clean 
Rivers Program Big Cypress Creek Basin Steering 
Committee in Hughes Springs.  More information is 
available at http://www.netmwd.com/. 
 
On November 8, Ben Wilde, Loren Henley and 
Aaron Wendt attended a meeting of the Lower 
Colorado River Authority Clean Rivers Program 
Middle Colorado River Basin Steering Committee 
in Brady.  More information is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/water/quality/crp/. 
 
Bell Bounty Water Symposium 
 
On November 8, Donna Long attended the 7th 
Annual Bell County Water Symposium sponsored 
by the Clearwater Underground Water Conservation 
District in Belton.  The symposium featured a 
variety of topics covering water trends across the 
state, as well as, simple water conservation 
practices suitable for the local homeowner.  State 
Representative Aycock was the keynote speaker.  
Other presentations of interest included Water 
Planning in Texas, Health of Bell County’s 
Watersheds, Water Conservation Through Brush 
Control, and Rainwater Harvesting.  More 
information is available at 
http://www.clearwaterdistrict.org/. 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
 
On November 10, Brian Koch attended the Clean 
Bayous Roundtable for Adams and Cow Bayous in 
West Orange.  This meeting was hosted by Texas 
Watch, and focused on implementing the TMDLs 
for bacteria, dissolved oxygen and pH in Adams 
and Cow Bayous.  Brian Koch presented 
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information on implementation of agricultural 
BMPs through the TSSWCB WQMP Program.  
Other discussion focused on how to demonstrate 
that the bayous are an asset to the community and 
how to build stakeholder buy-in to the I-Plan.  Also, 
meeting participants toured Shangri-La, which is a 
nature preserve on Adams Bayou used to educate 
the public on the local ecology and habitat 
preservation.  More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html.   These TMDLs will 
have limited impacts on livestock and forestry 
operations in the Adams and Cow Bayous 
watershed in Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Brady Creek 
 
On November 8, Ben Wilde, Loren Henley and 
Aaron Wendt attended a meeting of the Brady 
Creek WPP stakeholder group in Brady.  An 
overview of the WPP process was provided and the 
group discussed local water quality concerns in 
urban and rural areas within the watershed The 
Upper Colorado River Authority explained the roles 
of a stakeholder and their importance in the WPP 
process.  During the stakeholder meeting a Chair 
(Joe Mosier) and Vice-Chair (Wendell Moody) 
were appointed to better ensure a locally driven 
stakeholder group.  A summary of the project 
workplan was presented to the stakeholders.  More 
information is available at http://www.ucratx.org/.  
This WPP has the potential to impact agricultural 
operations in the Brady Creek watershed in 
McCulloch, Concho, San Saba and Menard 
Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
 
On November 16, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
participated in a Buck Creek WPP video 
teleconference with project collaborators.  
Discussion centered on results from the first round 
of nutrient and bacteria data collection and analysis, 
next steps to take with the stakeholder group, and 
modifications to the sampling regime.  More 
information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/.  This WPP has the 

potential to impact livestock and farming operations 
in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
 
On November 6, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
attended a Caddo Lake WPP stakeholder meeting in 
Jefferson.  Discussion centered on results from a 
recently completed USGS sediment/nutrient study, 
efforts by TPWD to control aquatic vegetation, and 
recommendations fro an environmental flows 
regime.  A nutrient budget study has concluded that 
the majority of phosphorus loadings into Caddo 
Lake are coming from 1) small, ungaged tributaries, 
2) Little Cypress Creek, and 3) Big Cypress Creek.  
About 40% of the phosphorus loadings into Caddo 
Lake remain in the waterbody. TCEQ staff 
discussed recommended changes to the water 
quality standard for pH for Caddo Lake based on 
two years of continuous monitoring data.  
Stakeholders voted on prioritizing major concerns 
and issues to be addressed in the WPP.  More 
information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Prote
ction%20Plan/Caddo_index.html.  This WPP has 
the potential to impact poultry, forestry and other 
agricultural operations in the Caddo Lake watershed 
in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, 
Marion, Wood, Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins 
Counties 
 
Cedar Creek 
 
On November 20, Lee Munz attended a Cedar 
Creek WPP Economics Workgroup meeting in 
Temple.  The group discussed cost data for 
proposed BMPs for the WPP and how to best 
calculate the economic costs and benefits of 
implementing the WPP.  More information is 
available at http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/.  This WPP 
will impact agricultural operations in the Cedar 
Creek watershed in Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall 
and Van Zandt Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas Rivers 
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On November 7, Kendria Ray, Adrian Perez, John 
Foster, TJ Helton, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
facilitated a meeting in Refugio between TCEQ 
staff and several SWCDs (324, 329 and 346) to 
discuss their concerns with how the TMDL project 
is proceeding and how to build stakeholder 
consensus in order to move forward with the next 
public meeting.  More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/42-copano.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission 
and Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, 
Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
 
On November 6, Rex Isom, Kendria Ray and John 
Foster facilitated a meeting with SWCD 339 and 
TCEQ staff in Austin.  The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the SWCD’s concerns with how the 
TMDL project is proceeding.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks 
watershed in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Guadalupe River above Canyon Lake 
 
On September 25, the EPA approved One TMDL 
for Bacteria in the Guadalupe River Above Canyon 
Lake, Segment 1806.  Working with local 
stakeholders, TCEQ will now develop and approve 
an I-Plan that prescribes the measures needed to 
achieve the load reductions allocated in the TMDL.  
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/65-guadalupeabovecanyon.html.  This TMDL 
may have limited impacts on livestock operations in 
the Guadalupe River watershed in Kerr and Kendall 
Counties. 
 
 
 
 

Lake Houston 
 
Throughout October and November, Jeff Cerny, 
Lawrence Brown and Brian Koch attended a series 
of public meetings regarding the Lake Houston 
bacteria TMDLs.  These meetings were designed to 
introduce stakeholders to the project.  Because of 
the size of the watershed, meetings were held 
throughout the watershed in Kingwood (October 
15), Cypress (October 29), Tomball (October 30), 
Caney (November 1), Spring (November 6), Conroe 
(November 7) and Cleveland (November 8).  The 
agenda was the same for all the meetings.  An open 
house was held before the meeting to answer 
questions from stakeholders, and to introduce them 
to the responsibilities each entity has in developing 
TMDLs.  The technical portion of the meeting 
included an overview of the TMDL process and the 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List, 
designated uses, data review and the monitoring 
plan.  Analysis of historic data did not show a trend 
as far as increases or decreases in bacteria 
concentrations.  Load Duration Curves (LDC) were 
developed for the single sample maximum criterion, 
and showed regular bacteria exceedances 
throughout the watershed.  Potential sources include 
NPS runoff into smaller tributaries and point source 
discharges on the main stem.  There are over 100 
TCEQ-permitted dischargers contributing 100% of 
the flow at base flow (80 cfs).  Also, a targeted 
sampling plan was described that will examine 
bacteria/sediment re-suspension, regrowth and die-
off, wet weather point sources, and library-
independent BST.  More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html.  These TMDLs have the 
potential to impact livestock operations in the Lake 
Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
Leon River 
 
On November 7, the Hamilton County 
Commissioners Court hosted a meeting of Leon 
River stakeholders to develop a coordinated set of 
comments to submit to TCEQ once the TMDL is 
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published for public comment.  This TMDL is 
proceeding in tandem with the TSSWCB-sponsored 
WPP for the Leon River.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leon_group.html.  This TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
North Bosque River 
 
On November 14, Donna Long and Loren Henley 
attended a workgroup meeting for the North Bosque 
River TMDL Model Refinement Project in Waco. 
Various approaches were discussed on how to best 
simulate TMDL allocations. It was decided that a 
baseline of reference conditions, from the year 
1998, will be run prior to running any allocation 
scenarios.  The first modeling set-up will run a 
replicate of the original TMDL model with some 
refinement based on current knowledge of existing 
BMPs.  These BMPs include dairy diet, manure 
applications rates, manure haul-off, and WWTF 
controls.  An additional modeling run will 
incorporate the updated NRCS Practice Standard for 
Nutrient Management (590), new recommendations 
for third party field applications, recent restrictions 
to CAFO lagoon size, the possibility of additional 
floodwater-retarding structure (PL-566 reservoirs) 
locations, and the inclusion of the new Microgy, 
Inc. biogas facility.  Results of these modeling 
scenarios will be presented at the next meeting.  
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/06-bosque.html.  This TMDL impacts dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in 
Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and 
McLennan Counties. 
 
Pecos River 
 
Throughout November, several SWCDs (213, 224, 
231, 235, 237 and 241) hosted public meetings to 
receive input from landowners on the first draft of 
the Pecos River WPP.  Ben Wilde and Joe Freeman 
coordinated with the SWCDs and TCE to schedule 

these meetings which were held in Fort Stockton 
(November 5), Pecos (November 6), Sanderson 
(November 6), Del Rio (November 16), Odessa 
(November 19) and Ozona (November 20).  More 
information is available at 
http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/.  This WPP will impact 
agricultural operations in the Pecos River watershed 
in Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Crockett, Culberson, 
Ector, Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, 
Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Val Verde, Ward and 
Winkler Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
 
On November 6, Pamela Casebolt and Loren 
Henley attended an Outreach and Education 
Workgroup meeting for the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership in Luling.  The focus of this meeting 
was for stakeholders to provide comments on the 
Outreach and Education and Measuring Success and 
Adaptive Management sections of the draft WPP 
document.  Discussion included adding data from 
Texas Watch, continuous monitoring, and the Plum 
Creek Conservation District to the project website. 
Lockhart and Luling ISDs received a grant for 4th 
and 5th graders to conduct a surface monitoring 
project on Plum Creek in addition to GBRA’s 
existing elementary school water quality project. 
Different strategies were discussed to get the 
general public more involved in the Partnership, 
including marketing the soil and water testing 
campaign at local feed stores, targeting youth 
involved in 4H and FFA, and marrying with other 
organizations to reach a broader audience. 
 
On November 6, Pamela Casebolt and Loren 
Henley attended an Agricultural NPS Workgroup 
meeting for the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
in Lockhart.  The focus of this meeting was for 
stakeholders to provide comments on the 
Agricultural Management Measures and Measuring 
Success and Adaptive Management sections of the 
draft WPP document.  Discussion included 
lowering the on-farm animal unit requirement in the 
watershed for agricultural exemptions, giving tax 
breaks as an incentive for land stewards 
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implementing a WQMP on their land, and looking 
into wildlife exemptions. 
 
On November 8, Pamela Casebolt and Mitch 
Conine attended an Urban NPS Workgroup meeting 
for the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership in 
Lockhart.  The focus of this meeting was for 
stakeholders to provide comments on the Urban 
Management Measures and Measuring Success and 
Adaptive Management sections of the draft WPP 
document.  Discussion included the need to gain the 
support and involvement of homeowners’ 
associations throughout the watershed, getting 
letters of support from cities for the WPP, and 
finding ways to highlight the City of Kyle for their 
efforts in trying to reduce their impact on Plum 
Creek. Strategies were discussed on how to find 
data on dog waste disposal stations.  There was also 
talk of potential funding from TCEQ for storm drain 
stenciling and the City of Kyle to retrofit two 
stormwater detention structures and mapping of the 
storm sewer system. 
 
On November 8, Pamela Casebolt and Mitch 
Conine attended a Wastewater Workgroup meeting 
for the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership in 
Lockhart.  The focus of this meeting was for 
stakeholders to provide comments on the 
Wastewater Management Measures and Measuring 
Success and Adaptive Management sections of the 
draft WPP document.  After reviewing data, staff 
from TCEQ noticed a relatively high, constant 
bacteria trend in the upper portion of Plum Creek, 
which can be attributed to effluent or broken pipes. 
The Workgroup discussed the feasibility of WWTFs 
voluntarily testing for bacteria and reporting the 
data to TCEQ to formulate an attainable target 
based on background conditions, funding daily 
bacteria testing at the city level, and how the cities 
and counties would work individually to integrate 
the WPP into their master plans. 
 
On November 15, Pamela Casebolt and Brian Koch 
attended a Water Quality and Habitat Workgroup 
meeting for the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
in Lockhart.  The focus of this meeting was for 
stakeholders to provide comments on the Water 

Quality and Habitat section of the draft WPP 
document.  Strategies on Feral Hog reduction were 
discussed, including bounty fees, feral hog cook-
off/awareness/education events, and acquiring 
funding for abatement activities.  Discussion on 
deer populations included the use of wildlife 
management cooperatives to get better density and 
population information on areas that are not 
surveyed regularly by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department.  Also, land trusts and conservation 
easements were discussed as strategies for stream 
buffers in riparian areas. 
 
More information is available at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/.  This WPP will impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
 
On September 28, the EPA approved One TMDL 
for Bacteria in Upper Oyster Creek, Segment 1245.  
A TMDL for dissolved oxygen is also being 
developed for Upper Oyster Creek.  Working with 
local stakeholders, TCEQ will now develop and 
approve an I-Plan that prescribes the measures 
needed to achieve the load reductions allocated in 
the TMDL.  More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html.  This TMDL may have 
limited impacts on livestock operations in the Upper 
Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
 
Upper San Antonio River 
 
On September 25, the EPA approved Three TMDLs 
for Bacteria in the San Antonio Area, Segments 
1910, 1910A, and 1911.  Working with local 
stakeholders, TCEQ will now develop and approve 
an I-Plan that prescribes the measures needed to 
achieve the load reductions allocated in the TMDLs.  
The I-Plan for these TMDLs will draw heavily upon 
the Watershed Protection Plan already developed 
for the Upper San Antonio River.  While these 
TMDLs and their associated I-Plan focus on urban 
NPS and wastewater treatment issues and will have 
no impact on livestock operation in the Upper San 
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Antonio River watershed in Bexar and Wilson 
Counties, the project is of interest to TSSWCB staff 
due to the relationship between the TMDL/I-Plan 
and the WPP and the similar relationship in the 
Leon River watershed.   
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More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-uppersanantoniobac.html. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
December 2-4 – TWDB Water Summit (San 
Antonio) 
December 3-7 – Essential Elements for Successful 
Watershed Planning (Fayetteville, AR) 
December 3 – Copano Bay TMDL Public Meeting 
(Refugio) 
December 4 – Texas Watershed Stewards Program 
(Kyle) 
December 5 – Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Stakeholder Meeting (Dickinson) 
December 6 – Wharton Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (Columbus) 
December 6 – Expressing Daily Loads in TMDLs 
(EPA Webcast) 
December 10 – Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
Steering Committee (Lockhart) 
December 12 – Leon River TMDL Public Meeting 
(Hamilton) 
December 13 – GBEP Water and Sediment Quality 
Subcommittee (Houston) 
December 14 – Hickory Creek Watershed 
Stakeholder Meeting (Denton) 
January 8 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work 
Group meeting (Austin) 
January 24 – Texas Watershed Stewards Program 
(Wellington) 
January 24 – Cedar Creek Watershed Stakeholder 
Meeting (Kaufman) 
January 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Weslaco) 
 
 

 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
Program Activities 
There have been no CCC meetings since the last 
State Board Meeting.The next CCC meeting will be 
in Austin, Thursday, December 13 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
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amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding. The 
CIAP staff has prepared a draft plan which was 
presented to the Coastal Land Advisory Board 
(CLAB). The CLAB met on November 6 to review 
the draft plan for FY 07 funding. The draft plan was 
approved as presented. The CLAB-approved draft 
plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor for 
final approval before being posted in the Texas 
Register for 30 days. After public comments are 
reviewed, the state plan will be presented at a 
second CLAB meeting. Upon approval by the 
CLAB and the Office of the Governor, the plan will 
be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review 
and approve/disapprove the plan. After the state 
plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for 
each selected project will be submitted to MMS for 
funding approval. 

A total of $145.5 million in proposals was 
considered, but only $31.6 million in funding was 
available. Kleburg County, in partnership with 
Kleburg-Kenedy SWCD had a $200,000, “Water 
Quality Management Plan.” However, it was not 
recommended for funding. The list of projects 
considered can be found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/2005/pdf/Sco
resheet9.27color.pdf
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The 2008 CIAP program will begin in the near 
future. 

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/ciap2005.ht
ml

 
 
 

WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM REPORT 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 
Staff Activities 
  
Staff has been providing information on water yield 
to Dr. Rainwater and Dr. Fish for primarily for the 
Twin Buttes, Pedernales, and Canadian River 
Watersheds. Provided the following SWCD with 
Brush Program Updates or Brush Program 
Assistance 
 
Area 1 Districts      

Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD 

 
Area 2 Districts 

North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD   
 Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
 

Area 3 Districts 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
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Area 5 Districts 
Archer County SWCD 
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 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 

Water Enhancement Activities 
 

• 9 Landowners assisted with Brush Contracts 
• 10 Landowners assisted with Brush 

Certifications 
• Assisted Mitchell County SWCD with 

training new District Employee 
• Evaluate pending application from all 

projects 
• Evaluate Salt Cedar Contracts for the Pecos 

and Upper Colorado Projects 
• Assist Waters Davis SWCD with Chinese 

Tallow Project 
• Legislative update for Senator Duncan, Rep. 

Drew Darby, and Rep. Nathan Macias, and 
Senator Watson 

• Assist Webb Co. SWCD  
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
• Met with CRMWA to discuss update on 

Canadian River Project 
• Attend Public meeting on the Canadian 

River Project in Sanford 
• Met with Dr. Rainwater, Dr. Fish, and 

Senator Duncan’s Staff to discuss current 
water enhancement projects  

• Conference call with Congressman Cuellar 
office about the Laredo Project  

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Program News 
A possible source of funding for pre-disaster 
mitigation planning and implementation may be 
available for sponsors. The Governor’s Division of 
Emergency Management (GDEM) has funding 
available for this type of work. Included in eligible 
funding is relocation of structures, acquisition of 
real property for conversion to open space, and 
repair of public structures (bridges or dams) to meet 
applicable “building codes” (dam safety rules?). 
The funding is available through a grant process 

which can be found at: 
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/index.htm
Look under “Grants” and “Hazard Mitigation.” 
Obviously, the most likely projects to qualify for 
funding would be high hazard dams with critical 
repair or upgrade needs. This may help local 
sponsors address some of these needs, including the 
local sponsor’s 35% share of rehabilitation costs. 
 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 
 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC will met next on November 6, 2007, at 
the offices of the TCEQ.  This meeting was a work 
session for the Committee members and their staff 
to discuss the revision of the Texas Groundwater 
Protection Strategy.  Meeting information is 
available on the TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.
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Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 

 
 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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 Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• December 31 was the deadline for 
FY07 

o Approved Financial Statements
o Audits 

• Effective January 1 
o Technical Assistance rates 

increase to 15 dollars per hour 
o Director Mileage rates increase 

to 50.5 cents per mile 
 

 
STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 
16, 2008, in the Hearings Room at the agency’s 
state headquarters in Temple.  A formal State Board 
Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, January 17, 2008, at the same location.  
For more information on State Board Work 
Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Notice of Public Hearing 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) will conduct a public hearing January 
16, 2008 at 1:00 p.m. in Temple at the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board State Office 
Hearing Room, 311 North 5th Street to receive 
comments from the public and from soil and water 
conservation districts on the State Brush Plan. 
The public hearing is being held under authority of  
§203.051 and §203.052 of the Agriculture Code of 
Texas. 
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The Brush Plan may be reviewed and downloaded 
from the TSSWCB website, URL address 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us.  
Any interested person may appear and offer 
comments, either orally or in writing; however, 
questioning of those making presentations will be 
reserved exclusively to the presiding officer as may 
be necessary to ensure a complete record. While 
any person with pertinent comments will be granted 
an opportunity to present them during the course of 
the hearing, the presiding officer reserves the right 
to restrict testimony in terms of time and repetitive 
content. Organizations, associations, or groups are 
encouraged to present their commonly held views 
and identical or similar comments through a 
representative member when possible. Comments 
on the proposed plan should include appropriate 
sections, subsections, page numbers, paragraphs, 
and etc. for proper reference. Any suggestions or 
requests for alternative language or other revisions 
to the proposed plan should be submitted in written 
form. Presentations must remain pertinent to the 
issues being discussed. A person may not assign a 
portion of his or her time to another speaker. 
Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this 
hearing and who may need auxiliary aids or services 
such as interpreters for persons who are deaf or 
hearing impaired, readers, large print or Braille, are 
requested to contact Dawn Heitman, Public 
Information / Human Resources Office, 311 North 
5th Street, Temple, Texas 76501, (254) 773-2250 
Ext. 227 at least two working days prior to the 
hearing so that appropriate services can be 
provided. 
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Written comments on the proposed plan may be 
submitted to Rex Isom, Executive Director, Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board, P.O. Box 
658, Temple, Texas 76503.     
 
 
Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the September 20, 2007, State Board 
Meeting were approved on November 29, 2007, and 
are available on the agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the November 
29, 2007, State Board Meeting will be considered 

for approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
January 17, 2008. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
December 31st is the deadline for FY 
2007:  

• Financial Statements to be approved 
• Audits 

Technical Assistance:  
Effective for expenses incurred after January 1, 
2008, the new maximum reimbursable pay rate for 
Technical Assistance will be 15 dollars per hour.  
 
Director Mileage and Per Diem: 
The TSSWCB has increased the Fiscal Year 2008 
Director Mileage and Per Diem allocation from 
$325,000 to $408,000. The allocation increase is for 
Fiscal Year 2008 only.  The maximum mileage 
reimbursement rate for District Director 
Mileage Claims for expenses incurred from 
September 1 to December 31, 2007, is 48.5 cents 
per mile. The maximum mileage reimbursement 
rate for expenses incurred from January 1 to 
August 31, 2008 is 50.5 cents per mile.   A District 
is not required to pay the maximum rate and may 
pay at a lesser rate.  
 
Technical Service Provider: 
The TSSWCB received an additional $80,000 in 
NRCS 2007 Technical Service Provider funding.  
The additional funding is being allocated to districts 
for work beginning October 1, 2007.  An allocation 
letter will be forthcoming in January. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
Current Job Openings 
 

• Natural Resource Specialist IV 
 Class No. 2684/B11 
 Starting Annual Salary: $40,790 
 Required Travel: As Needed 
 Location: Dublin, Texas 
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SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest— 
NACD Stewardship and Education Committee 
announced that “Water is Life” will be the theme of 
the 2008 Stewardship Week.  According to NACD, 
the materials will be available for purchase in 
November.  As a result, preparations are now 
underway for developing the 2008 Soil Stewardship 
Public Speaking Contest packet which will be sent 
to SWCDS and Ag Science teachers around January 
or February.   
 

Wildlife Alliance for Youth—38 FFA teams with 
100 students and 9 4-H teams with 35 students 
participated in the Region IV Wildlife Contest held 
on October 31. The high point individual in the FFA 
category was Tommy Marchetti of the Rusk FFA 
chapter. Hunter Westbrook of the Red River County 
4-H team was the high point scorer in the 4-H 
category.  
 
SWCD Director Training Conference— A 
training conference for district directors is 
scheduled for January 29-30, 2008 at the TSSWCB 
state headquarters in Temple.  Correspondence 
announcing the workshop along with a registration 
form was sent to all districts the last week in 
November.   
 
Informational Brochure for New Directors—  
A letter introducing the new pamphlet for newly 
elected/appointed directors along with a request 
form was sent to all districts last fall.  In addition, 
the new pamphlet will be included with 
appointment or election papers sent to districts with 
a new director(s). 
 
Pocket Calendars—1,000 pocket planners for 2008 
were purchased through the Association’s Public 
Information/Education Program for distribution to 
SWCD directors at the state meeting.  The 
remaining copies will be distributed at exhibits in 
upcoming trade shows.   
 
SWCD Director Training Resource Project— 
(Formerly referred to as the NASCA project) All 
agency training materials such as PowerPoint 
presentations, and other documents used as 
resources in District Director Training workshops 
are being consolidated into a specific TSSWCB 
website link.  The purpose of organizing the 
material into a Training Resources link enables field 
staff to conduct director training on a localized basis 
and to provide SWCDs with easier access to 
materials of specific interest on an “as needed” 
basis following workshop training. 
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TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 190 conservation-related videos 
available; the catalog can be downloaded from the 
TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/vi
dcat05-06.pdf. No rental fees are assessed to those 
wishing to borrow the videos from the library. 
However, the borrower is responsible for paying the 
return postage. Borrowing privileges are for a 
length of two weeks and must be returned upon the 
date specified by the librarian. Videos can be 
ordered through your local soil and water 
conservation district or by contacting the Public 
Information/Education department of the TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 

is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 
SB 503 Manual Update—Work is underway to 
update the Water Quality Management Program 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Agriculture/Silvicultural 
Reference Guide.  Early in 2008 we will be printing 
a new publication and making it available to 
interested districts. 
 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program News 
The TSSWCB has filled four Poultry Program 
positions (Natural Resource Specialist IVs) 
appropriated to the TSSWCB during the 80th 
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Regular Texas Legislative Session in 2007.  The 
positions are headquartered in Center, Centerville, 
Nacogdoches, and Gonzales.  These positions will 
continue the TSSWCB’s duty to assist poultry 
producers in meeting state water quality standards 
through the successful implementation of a Water 
Quality Management Plan certified by the 
TSSWCB under §201.026, Agriculture Code. 
 
Program Activities 
On December 7, 2007, the TSSWCB hosted a staff 
meeting in Nacogdoches with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality, the Texas 
Cooperative Extension, and the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service to review rules and 
requirements that apply to poultry producers 
defined as concentrated animal feeding operations 
(CAFO).  TSSWCB is also preparing to conduct six 
poultry producer meetings in January and February 
2008 in cooperation with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and Texas Cooperative 
Extension.  The purpose of the meetings is to 
familiarize poultry producers that meet the federal 
and state definition of a CAFO with water and air 
quality requirements that are in addition to their 
Water Quality Management Plan.  The TSSWCB 
has prepared a new guidance document that should 
make these additional requirements as unobtrusive 
as possible.  The meetings for producers will start at 
6:00 pm on the following dates: 
 
January 10 Mt. Pleasant Civic Center 
January 17 Gonzales American Legion Hall 
January 24 Center High School Cafeteria 
February 7 Nacogdoches Knights of Columbus Hall 
February 14 Caldwell Civic Center 
February 28 Franklin Pridgeon Center 
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CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 

implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 87 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $25 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans.  
 
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff are currently developing the content of the 
report. The report will highlight the State’s efforts 
during 2007 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint 
source pollution, and educate and involve the public 
to improve and maintain the quality of water 
resources for current and future generations of 
Texans. This report must be submitted to EPA in 
January 2008 to ensure continued funding. For past 
editions of the annual report, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports under the 
heading Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program.  
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Request for Proposals 
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The FY2008 Request for Proposals was published 
in the Texas Register on December 7th, posted on 
the TSSWCB’s website, and emailed to all soil and 
water conservation districts and cooperating entities 
on our contact list. The deadline for proposal 
submission is February 1, 2008. 
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TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 
AND WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 

holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 
TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the Board 
and Commission. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the programmatic 
mechanisms employed to develop and implement 
TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff continue to work 
with TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. The Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 3) 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. TSSWCB staff are 
currently working with TCEQ staff to implement these 
directives. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program 
Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. On July 19, 
2007, the Board approved an operating budget for 
FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 to TMDL Program 
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grants. Staff have obligated $758,024 through three 
contracts and are working with cooperating entities to 
develop workplans and budgets to obligate the 
remaining $442,470. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List 
 
On December 21, 2007, the TCEQ published for public 
comment the draft 2008 Texas Water Quality Inventory 
and 303(d) List. This report describes the status of the 
state’s waters, as required by the federal CWA. It 
summarizes the status of the state’s surface waters, 
including concerns for public health, fitness for use by 
aquatic species and other wildlife, and specific pollutants 
and their possible sources. The List identifies those 
waterbodies not attaining water quality standards as 
impaired. The public comment period has been extended 
to January 31, 2008. Comments on proposed listings and 
changes in use attainment must be based on an analysis 
performed consistent with the TCEQ’s 2008 Guidance 
for Assessing and Reporting Surface Water Quality in 
Texas and must include summary information 
demonstrating that the current or proposed listing status 
is inaccurate, i.e., the water body is now attaining or not 
attaining the designated use. All data used for the 
assessment was collected using TCEQ-approved quality 
assurance and quality control mechanisms to ensure the 
data are of known and appropriate quality. Any data or 
other information provided through public comment to 
refute or substantiate current assessments must have 
been collected using TCEQ-approved methods and be 
consistent with TCEQ quality-assurance requirements. 
All comments must be received in writing by 5:00 p.m., 
January 31, 2008. The TCEQ intends to submit the 2008 
Inventory and List to the EPA in April. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/water
/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
On December 13, Brian Koch attended the Galveston 
Bay Estuary Program Water and Sediment Quality 
Subcommittee meeting in Houston. Galveston Bay is an 
estuary of national importance and, through the federal 
CWA §320, is included in the National Estuary Program 
administered by the EPA. Updates on current 
subcommittee projects covered WPPs for Dickinson and 
Bastrop Bayous, a video on construction site operation 
for area municipalities, Trash Bash, and implementation 

for failing septic systems in Houston’s Westfield Estates. 
The National Estuary Program Strategic Action Plan 
performance measures were discussed. New projects 
were discussed including a WPP in the West Galveston 
Bay Watershed, funding for the Clean Marinas Program, 
identifying and implementing nonpoint source (NPS) 
best management practices (BMPs), and running an 
effective, targeted Outreach and Education Campaign. 
More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The Galveston Bay Plan, a 
comprehensive conservation and management plan, 
impacts agricultural and silvicultural operations in 
watersheds that drain to Galveston Bay in Brazoria, 
Chambers, Galveston, Harris and Liberty counties. 
 
Wharton Regional Watershed Coordination 
Steering Committee 
 
On December 6, Brian Koch, Kendria Ray, Loren 
Henley and Aaron Wendt hosted the TSSWCB Wharton 
Regional Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(WCSC) meeting in Columbus. The Houston-Galveston 
Area Council presented an overview of their Contact 
Recreation Use Attainability Analysis (UAA) for the 
Houston area. The majority of the waterbodies in the 
Houston area are impaired for bacteria. A UAA is a 
structured scientific assessment of the factors affecting 
the (non)attainment of the designated use which may 
include physical, chemical, biological and economic 
factors. This UAA study was conducted to determine if 
bacteria standards are appropriate for Houston area 
bayous, determine the possibility of adopting secondary 
recreation standards for some bayous, and develop 
template protocols for bacteria UAAs statewide. A pilot 
study using the UAA protocols was conducted on Mill 
Creek in Austin County, which is considered a least-
impacted stream. Factors determined to be important for 
contact recreation UAAs include base flow conditions, 
depth of stream, water quality data collection, 
accessibility of stream, and determining actual use of 
stream. The study concluded that bacteria water quality 
data collection protocols currently in place appear to be 
appropriate, UAA protocols developed are appropriate 
but that it is difficult to interview sufficient numbers of 
people at sampling sites and it is difficult for a least 
impacted stream to meet current bacteria standards. The 
study recommends the development of contact recreation 
UAAs throughout the Buffalo and White Oak Bayous 
watersheds. Brian Koch led a discussion on selecting the 
next candidate watershed for WPP development in the 
WCSC focus area. The set of criteria used to evaluate 
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potential watersheds include 1) impairment, 2) planning 
status, 3) land use, 4) BMP implementation status, 5) 
size of watershed, 6) agricultural NPS potential, 7) 
potential for land use change, 8) WCSC member 
priority, 9) within the coastal zone, and 10) anticipated 
local stakeholder buy-in. This is the same set of criteria 
and process used by the WCSC to select Plum Creek as 
a good candidate for WPP development in December 
2005. The top five watersheds identified in this round 
were Geronimo Creek, Mustang Creek, Double Bayou, 
Chocolate Bayou and Skull Creek. Discussion focused 
on Mustang Creek and Chocolate Bayou, with emphasis 
on which had the best chance for developing a successful 
plan, the potential for future urbanization, current 
agricultural land use, and BMP implementation 
potential. The WCSC members selected Mustang Creek 
as the next candidate watershed. TSSWCB will work 
with the Lavaca-Navidad River Authority and Texas 
Cooperative Extension to develop a scope of work and 
budget to facilitate the development of a WPP in this 
watershed. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
 
On December 3, Kendria Ray, Brian Koch, John Foster, 
TJ Helton, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt attended the 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas Rivers TMDL 
public meeting in Refugio. This was the first public 
meeting since June 2006 and served to update 
stakeholders on what the State has been doing to address 
stakeholder concerns expressed at that meeting. Major 
issues raised by stakeholders included 1) the need for 
more water quality data from the rivers, 2) the need for 
more data from WWTFs, 3) how the BST data was 
collected and used, and 4) how the data analysis and 
modeling was conducted. TSSWCB has initiated several 
projects funded with CWA §319(h) grants to address 
many of the concerns. TSSWCB has provided grants to 
1) the Nueces River Authority to collect additional, 
targeted water quality data during high flows at stream 
sites across the watershed and from WWTFs, 2) Texas 
Cooperative Extension to develop and implement an 
education program for livestock producers about BMPs 
to improve water quality, and 3) the Texas Water 
Resources Institute to collect edge-of-field data on the 
effectiveness of BMPs, such as alternative water sources 
and prescribed grazing, on reducing bacteria runoff from 
grazing livestock. Texas A&M University-Corpus 

Christi is continuing the BST work in the watershed by 
collecting additional samples from the river segments 
and increasing the robustness of the known source 
library by collecting additional fecal samples from feral 
hogs and horses. TCEQ is taking a fresh, new approach 
to data analysis and will be completing 1) Load Duration 
Curves for the river segments about tidal, 2) a mass 
balance model for the tidal portions of the rivers, and 3) 
a prism model analysis for loadings to the bay. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/4
2-copano.html. This TMDL will impact livestock 
operations in the Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, Refugio, Karnes, 
Aransas and San Patricio Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
 
On December 5, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership meeting in Dickinson. The 
focus of this meeting was to update stakeholders on 
progress in developing both the WPP and the TMDL for 
dissolved oxygen. The first order of business was to 
introduce the Co-Chairs for the Partnership, who were 
recommended by the advisory committee and voted on 
by the partnership. The decision making body of the 
Partnership has been re-named the Dickinson Bayou 
Watershed Advisory Committee. This Watershed 
Advisory Committee reports directly to the greater 
Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership and the 
individual work groups report to the Watershed 
Advisory Committee. The Chairs from each work group 
provided updates regarding work to develop their 
respective portions of the WPP. Most work groups have 
completed their tasks, except for the land use work 
group, which has a tough task in dealing with the rapid 
development occurring across the watershed. TCEQ 
provided an update on the dissolved oxygen TMDL. 
Computer modeling has been completed and the results 
show that any amount of pollutant load reduction will 
not bring the dissolved oxygen levels in the bayou into 
compliance with water quality standards, due to the 
nature of the bayou. TCEQ suggested that the only thing 
that could be done was to change, or reverse, current 
pollutant loading/runoff trends and/or change the 
designated use (i.e., the water quality standard) for the 
bayou. This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going Dickinson Bayou bacteria and dissolved oxygen 
TMDLs. More information on this WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both this WPP and the 
TMDL have the potential to impact farming and 
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ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou watershed 
in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
 
On December 10, Kendria Ray, TJ Helton and Aaron 
Wendt met with SWCD 339 and TCEQ staff in Cuero to 
discuss the SWCD’s concerns with how the TMDL 
project is proceeding. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
1-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will impact livestock 
operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks watershed in 
Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
 
On December 14, Donna Long attended the Gilleland 
Creek TMDL I-Plan Education Work Group meeting in 
Austin. Discussion focused on development and 
implementation of a coordinated education program 
targeted to various audiences. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
9-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have 
limited impacts on livestock operations in the Gilleland 
Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Hickory Creek 
 
On December 14, Aaron Wendt attended the Hickory 
Creek Watershed Stakeholder Meeting in Denton. While 
portions of this watershed are rapidly urbanizing (24%), 
significant portions remain rangeland (37%) and 
cropland (31%). SWAT modeling indicates significant 
sediment, nitrogen and phosphorus loadings are coming 
from nonpoint sources on cropland and rangeland. 
Analysis of load reduction scenarios (BOD and 
phosphorus) has identified 282 priority sites throughout 
the watershed for BMP implementation. These sites have 
been ranked based on the potential change in land use 
and maximizing economic return on the cost of the 
BMPs versus water quality benefit. Most of these sites 
are currently range or crop land. These 282 priority sites 
account for about 25,000 acres of the nearly 125,000 
acre watershed. A detailed implementation plan still 
needs to be developed that addresses needed work on 
about 22 sites/year through 2020. The WPP will lay out 
a suite of options and scenarios but will not “select” 
which one to implement. The group discussed potential 
funding mechanisms including grants and water fees. 

The City of Denton intends to release the full, draft WPP 
in February for review and comment. More information 
is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenvironment
alwater319grant.cfm. This WPP has the potential to 
impact farming and livestock operations in the Hickory 
Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Leon River 
 
On December 10, Mitch Conine attended two Leon 
River WPP Focus Group meetings in Comanche. The 
Dairy and Agriculture Focus Groups were brought 
together to help direct how the Brazos River Authority 
and Parsons should proceed with facilitating the 
development of the WPP. Discussion centered on 
distinguishing the difference between the TMDL and the 
WPP, establishing historical land uses and current 
farming and ranching activities, identifying areas of 
concern, and stressing the importance of stakeholder 
involvement. More information on the WPP project is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/leon
wpp. 
 
On December 12, Don Brandenberger, Charlie 
Upchurch, Steve Jones, Pamela Casebolt, Mitch Conine 
and Aaron Wendt attended the Leon River TMDL public 
stakeholder meeting in Hamilton. Discussion centered 
on limiting the TMDL to one endpoint for the main river 
segment and not setting separate endpoints for the other 
five impaired tributaries. When the TMDL for the main 
river segment is achieved, it is presumed that the 
tributaries will also be in compliance with water quality 
standards. This justifies not setting separate endpoints 
for each tributary. A TCEQ CAFO permitting 
representative was present to answer questions regarding 
general permits vs. individual permits for dairies. 
Stakeholders had expressed concern regarding the 
impact of the TMDL on dairy CAFOs and if an 
individual permit would be required as a result of the 
TMDL. He stated that a general permit, which is more 
flexible, would cover the dairies and if any additional 
management measures where needed to support 
compliance with the TMDL, then a change in their 
general permit would be all that is needed. TCEQ 
expects to publish the TMDL for public comment in 
May. More information on the TMDL project is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-leon_group.html. 
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This TMDL is proceeding in tandem with the TSSWCB-
sponsored WPP for the Leon River. Both this TMDL 
and WPP will impact livestock operations in the Leon 
River watershed in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and 
Hamilton Counties. 
 
Pecos River 
 
On December 3, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
participated in a Pecos River WPP teleconference with 
project collaborators. Discussion centered on the release 
of the first draft of the WPP and the first comment 
period which closed December 17. The draft WPP will 
be modified to address comments received. A second 
draft of the WPP will be released in January and five 
public comment meetings are scheduled in February. 
More information, including the draft WPP, is available 
at http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/. This WPP will impact 
agricultural operations in the Pecos River watershed in 
Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Crockett, Culberson, Ector, 
Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, Reeves, 
Terrell, Upton, Val Verde, Ward and Winkler Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
 
On December 4, Brian Koch, Pamela Casebolt and 
Loren Henley attended the Texas Watershed Stewards 
Program (TWSP) training in Kyle. Funded through 
CWA §319(h) grants from TSSWCB, the TWSP was 
developed by Texas Cooperative Extension as a 
community-based water resource educational training to 
empower individuals to take leadership roles in 
community water issues, such as WPP and TMDL 
initiatives. This training focused on enhancing 
stakeholder involvement in the Plum Creek WPP 
process. Discussion focused on what it means to be a 
watershed steward, water quality impairments, managing 
urban and rural lands through the use of best 
management practices, and how to get involved in 
community-driven watershed protection and 
management. Interactive demonstration such as a NPS 
watershed model, a rainfall simulator and a rainwater 
harvester were utilized during the training. More 
information on the TWSP is available at 
http://tws.tamu.edu/. 
 
On December 10, Kendria Ray, Brian Koch, TJ Helton 
and Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee meeting in Lockhart.  
The steering committee reviewed the various work 

groups’ recommended suite of BMPs to reduce bacteria 
and nutrients.  Recommended urban stormwater 
management measures include pet waste collection 
stations, retrofitting stormwater detention basins for 
water quality benefits, initiating street sweeping 
programs, and completing comprehensive assessments 
of the storm drain systems.  Recommended wastewater 
management measures include upgrading WWTFs for 
better phosphorus removal, replacement of old sanitary 
sewer lines, and increased septic system inspection, 
repair, and replacement.  Agricultural NPS management 
measures focus on providing technical and financial 
assistance to producers to develop and implement 
WQMPs on livestock and crop operations.  The WPP 
also includes management measures for feral hog control 
and a comprehensive outreach/education campaign 
targeted various audiences.  The group also discussed 
expected pollutant load reductions that will be achieved 
by implementing the proposed suite of BMPs.  The draft 
WPP has been released for public comment and is 
expected to be finalized in February.  More information, 
including the draft WPP, is available at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP will impact livestock 
and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in 
Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
January 7 – Plum Creek WPP Public Comment Meeting 
(Luling) 
January 8 – Expressing Daily Loads in TMDLs (EPA 
Webcast) 
January 10 – Plum Creek WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Kyle) 
January 10 – Leon River WPP Monitoring Work Group 
(Temple) 
January 11 – Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Natural 
Resources Work Group (Austin) 
January 11 – Plum Creek WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Lockhart) 
January 15 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed Outreach and 
Education Work Group (Weslaco) 
January 24 – Texas Watershed Stewards Program 
(Wellington) 
January 24 – Cedar Creek Watershed Stakeholder 
Meeting (Kaufman) 
January 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed Agricultural 
Issues Work Group (Weslaco) 
January 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership 
Steering Committee (Weslaco) 
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January 31 – Plum Creek Watershed Steering 
Committee (Lockhart) 
February 19 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Pecos) 
February 19 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Imperial) 
February 20 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Iraan) 
February 20 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Ozona) 
February 20 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder Meeting 
(Granbury) 
February 21 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Del Rio) 
February 21 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water 
and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (Houston) 
 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 

result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
Program Activities 
 The CCC met in Austin, Thursday, December 13 at 
1:30 p.m.  
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding. The 
CIAP staff has prepared a draft plan which was 
presented to the Coastal Land Advisory Board 
(CLAB). The CLAB met on November 6 to review 
the draft plan for FY 07 funding. The draft plan was 
approved as presented. The CLAB-approved draft 
plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor for 
final approval before being posted in the Texas 
Register for 30 days. After public comments are 
reviewed, the state plan will be presented at a 
second CLAB meeting. Upon approval by the 
CLAB and the Office of the Governor, the plan will 
be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review 
and approve/disapprove the plan. After the state 
plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for 
each selected project will be submitted to MMS for 
funding approval. 

A total of $145.5 million in proposals was 
considered, but only $31.6 million in funding was 
available. Kleburg County, in partnership with 
Kleburg-Kenedy SWCD had a $200,000, “Water 
Quality Management Plan.” However, it was not 
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The 2008 CIAP program will begin in the near 
future. 

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/ciap2005.ht
ml

 
WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM REPORT 
 
WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS 
REPORT  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 

• Staff has been providing information on 
water yield to Dr. Rainwater and Dr. Fish 
for primarily the Twin Buttes, Pedernales, 
and Canadian River Watersheds. 

• Provided the following SWCD with Brush 
Program Updates or Brush Program 
Assistance 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD   

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
Waters Davis SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
• Evaluate pending application sub basin 

criteria from all projects 
• Legislative update for Senator Duncan, Rep. 

Drew Darby, and Rep. Nathan Macias, and 
Senator Watson 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 

• Met with CRMWA to discuss update on 
Canadian River Project and attend public 
meeting concerning the Environmental 
Impact study being conducted 

 
The TSSWCB staff and other professionals have 
been discussing current water enhancement 
project throughout the State identifying the 
highest yielding areas of each project.  The 
TSSWCB allocated money at the November 
2007 meeting to the Twin Buttes and Pedernales 
Projects and began implementing Dr. Fish and 
Dr. Rainwater’s selection and criteria report 
submitted to the TSSWCB at the November 
2007 meeting. The TSSWCB staff and other 
professionals are currently studying the 
remaining projects.  Money for other projects 
will be allocated at a later date by the TSSWCB 
contingent on receiving acceptable water yield 
data and project information based on Dr. Fish 
and Dr. Rainwater’s report. 
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FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Program News 
A possible source of funding for pre-disaster 
mitigation planning and implementation may be 
available for sponsors. The Governor’s Division of 
Emergency Management (GDEM) has funding 
available for this type of work. Included in eligible 
funding is relocation of structures, acquisition of 
real property for conversion to open space, and 
repair of public structures (bridges or dams) to meet 
applicable “building codes” (dam safety rules?). 
The funding is available through a grant process 
which can be found at: 
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/index.htm
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Look under “Grants” and “Hazard Mitigation.” 
Obviously, the most likely projects to qualify for 
funding would be high hazard dams with critical 
repair or upgrade needs. This may help local 
sponsors address some of these needs, including the 
local sponsor’s 35% share of rehabilitation costs. 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 

comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC will met next on January 16, 2008, at the 
offices of the TCEQ.  This meeting is a work 
session for the Committee members and their staff 
to discuss the revision of the Texas Groundwater 
Protection Strategy.  Meeting information is 
available on the TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• April 1 is the deadline for 
submission of the 2010-2011 SWCD 
Biennial Budget Request 

 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 
19, 2008, in the Hearings Room at the agency’s 
state headquarters in Temple.  A formal State Board 
Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 20, 2008, at the same location.  
For more information on State Board Work 
Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Notice of Public Hearing 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) conducted a public hearing January 16, 
2008 at 1:00 p.m. in Temple at the Texas State Soil 
and Water Conservation Board State Office Hearing 
Room, 311 North 5th Street to receive comments 
from the public and from soil and water 
conservation districts on the State Brush Plan. 
January 17, 2008 the State Board adopted the State 
Brush Plan. The adopted Brush Plan may be viewed 
on the agency web page. 
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Adopted Minutes 
Minutes from the November 29, 2007, State Board 
Meeting were approved on January 17, 2008, and 
are available on the agency website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s/2000-2007#2007.  Minutes from the January 17, 
2008, State Board Meeting will be considered for 
approval at the meeting tentatively scheduled for 
March 20, 2008. 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
2010 – 2011 SWCD Biennial Budget 
Request: 
On January 28th, the TSSWCB mailed instructions 
for completing and submitting the 2010 – 2011 
SWCD Biennial Budget Request.  This year the 
request will be completed electronically and the 
mailed instructions included a USERID and 
PASSWORD for each district to use in completing 
the form. The Budget Request Form and all 
instructions can be found through the following web 
address: http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/request  
The deadline for submission is April 1st. 
 
Agricultural Water Conservation Grant 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) has fully implemented all provisions of 
the FY 2007 Agricultural Water Conservation Grant 
Contract awarded by the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB). The grant award of $100,000 
supplemented $100,000 in technical assistance 
funding allocated to local Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts (SWCDs) from the 
TSSWCB for support of planning and implementing 
agricultural water conserving Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) on farms and ranches. Eligible 

BMPs were those that directly or indirectly 
produced water savings and those that reduced 
erosion, a cause of increased sedimentation of 
Texas’ surface water reservoirs.  

A total of 199 SWCDs statewide were eligible and 
willing to participate in this program. The assistance 
performed by these SWCDs has resulted in an 
estimated 475,474 ac-ft potential water savings 
for the State or approximately 4.75 ac-ft of water 
conserved for each grant dollar spent. The 
potential savings is equivalent to 4.60% of the 2010 
estimated statewide irrigation water use of 
10,345,131 ac-ft. 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
There are currently no job openings.  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest—The 
2008 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
packets are now complete and ready to be sent to 
SWCDS and Ag Science teachers.  Districts will 
receive an electronic copy of the packet during the 
first week of February.  Ag science teachers will 
receive the packets through their Area Coordinators 
sometime mid-February to the first of March. 
 
SWCD Director Training Conference— Nineteen 
people attended the training conference held 
January 29-30 at the TSSWCB headquarters in 
Temple, TX. 
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Directors attending the training recommended that 
the program be open to district employees in the 
future.  Because of that recommendation, all future 
training programs will be open to any SWCD 
director regardless of whether they are a new 
director or a director with long term service.  
District employees will also be invited to attend the 
training. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalogue includes 18 new titles in DVD format. 
No rental fees are assessed to those wishing to 
borrow the videos from the library. However, the 
borrower is responsible for paying the return 
postage. Borrowing privileges are for a length of 
two weeks and must be returned upon the date 
specified by the librarian. Videos can be ordered 
through your local soil and water conservation 
district or by contacting the Public 
Information/Education department of the TSSWCB. 
 
 
 

How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
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SB 503 Manual Update—Work is underway to 
update the Water Quality Management Program 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Agriculture/Silvicultural 
Reference Guide.  Early in 2008 we will be printing 
a new publication and making it available to 
interested districts. 
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POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  

 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
 
TSSWCB is also preparing to conduct six poultry 
producer meetings in January and February 2008 in 
cooperation with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service (Formally known as Texas 
Cooperative Extension).  The purpose of the 
meetings is to familiarize poultry producers that 
meet the federal and state definition of a CAFO 
with water and air quality requirements that are in 
addition to their Water Quality Management Plan.  
The TSSWCB has prepared a new guidance 
document that should make these additional 
requirements as unobtrusive as possible.  The 
meetings for producers will start at 6:00 pm on the 
following dates: 
 
January 10 Mt. Pleasant Civic Center 
January 17 Gonzales American Legion Hall 
January 24 Center High School Cafeteria 
February 7 Nacogdoches Knights of Columbus Hall 
February 14 Caldwell Civic Center 
February 28 Franklin Pridgeon Center 

 

CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 87 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $25 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans.  
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff are currently developing the content of the 
report. The report will highlight the State’s efforts 
during 2007 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint 
source pollution, and educate and involve the public 
to improve and maintain the quality of water 
resources for current and future generations of 
Texans. This report must be submitted to EPA in 
January 2008 to ensure continued funding. For past 
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editions of the annual report, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/reports under the 
heading Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program.  
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Request for Proposals 
The FY2008 Request for Proposals was published 
in the Texas Register on December 7th, posted on 
the TSSWCB’s website, and emailed to all soil and 
water conservation districts and cooperating entities 
on our contact list. The deadline for proposal 
submission is February 1, 2008. 
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TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 
AND WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 

Watershed Protection Plan Program 
Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 
TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the Board 
and Commission. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the programmatic 
mechanisms employed to develop and implement 
TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff continue to work 
with TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. The Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 3) 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. TSSWCB staff 
continues to work with TCEQ staff to implement these 
directives. Specifically, TSSWCB staff has provided 
peer review comments on the draft TMDLs for Leon 
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River, Peach Creek and Lower San Antonio River. 
Additionally, TSSWCB staff is working on 
incorporating the Task Force recommendations into the 
updated TMDL Program Guidance. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program 
Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. On July 19, 
2007, the Board approved an operating budget for 
FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 to TMDL Program 
grants. Staff has obligated $758,024 through three 
contracts and is working with cooperating entities to 
develop workplans and budgets to obligate the 
remaining $442,470. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 
303(d) List 
 
On December 21, 2007, the TCEQ published for public 
comment the draft 2008 Texas Water Quality Inventory 
and 303(d) List. This report describes the status of the 
state’s waters, as required by the federal CWA. It 
summarizes the status of the state’s surface waters, 
including concerns for public health, fitness for use by 
aquatic species and other wildlife, and specific pollutants 
and their possible sources. The List identifies those 
waterbodies not attaining water quality standards as 
impaired. All data used for the assessment was collected 
using TCEQ-approved quality assurance and quality 
control mechanisms to ensure the data are of known and 
appropriate quality. All comments on proposed listings 
and changes in use attainment must have been received 
in writing by January 31, 2008. The TCEQ intends to 
submit the 2008 Inventory and List to the EPA in April. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/water
/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
On January 23, Brian Koch attended the Galveston Bay 
Council meeting at the Armand Bayou Nature Center in 
Pasadena. Galveston Bay is an estuary of national 
importance and, through the federal CWA §320, is 
included in the National Estuary Program administered 
by the EPA. The Galveston Bay Council oversees the 
implementation of The Galveston Bay Plan, a 

comprehensive conservation and management plan. At 
this meeting, election of new officers took place. Carl 
Masterson with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 
was elected as Chair, and Linda Shead with the Trust for 
Public Land was elected as Vice-Chair. USGS staff gave 
a presentation on climate change, which included results 
from a study looking at historical trends that showed 
periods of warming and cooling of the Earth related to 
its orbit and rotation in relation to distance from the sun. 
Currently, there is a natural warming trend that is being 
enhanced by greenhouse gases, causing the trend to be 
more dramatic. TCEQ reported on the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program, and how it 
could be affected if the State does address remaining 
issues identified by NOAA by July 3, 2008. The 
conditions that need to be addressed include: 1) 
Strengthening voluntary and incentive based programs 
encouraging the use of new and existing development 
management measures, 2) Strengthening voluntary and 
incentive based programs encouraging the use of site 
development management measures, 3) Strengthening 
voluntary and incentive based programs encouraging 
implementation of watershed development management 
measures, 4) State needs to carry out inspections and 
replace or upgrade Onsite Disposal Systems near 
nitrogen limited waters, 5) State needs to include in its 
Coastal NPS program management measures for roads, 
highways, and bridges outside of TxDOT and MS4 
jurisdictions, and 6) State needs to include in its Coastal 
NPS program management measures for hydro-
modification. Also, subcommittee reports were 
presented and included discussion on project 
development and social marketing. Various Council 
members provided updates projects; H-GAC announced 
development of a steering committee for the TSSWCB-
funded EnviroCast program, a television weathercast-
based environmental education tool. More information is 
available at http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The Galveston 
Bay Plan impacts agricultural and silvicultural 
operations in watersheds that drain to Galveston Bay in 
Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, Harris and Liberty 
counties. 
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Arroyo Colorado 
 
On January 24, Andy Garza, Pamela Casebolt and Aaron 
Wendt attended the Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Agricultural Issues Work Group meeting in Weslaco. 
Discussion centered on better targeting the Partnership’s 
educational efforts, project updates, and future funding 
opportunities. The work group discussed the need to 
reach out to more producers through newspaper articles, 
semi-annual newsletters or mail-outs. Producers could 
also be targeted through the use of posters strategically 
placed at gins and other commercial outlets, and 
irrigation district, FSA, SWCD and AgriLife Extension 
offices. The WQMP project has certified 96 plans on 
4,700 acres. The agricultural education project 
completed a soil testing campaign with a total of 662 
samples collected from over 70 people. The monitoring 
project will begin water quality sampling in February. 
The SWAT modeling project has preliminarily 
developed the model based on the TCEQ HSPF model 
developed several years ago. This round of SWAT 
modeling will use the most current data available; 
however, there is currently a lack of good information on 
fertilizer application and irrigation rates. The Work 
Group agreed to seek grant funding through the EPA 
Strategic Agricultural Initiative for an education, 
demonstration, and implementation project targeting pest 
management on food crops. 
 
On January 24, Andy Garza, Pamela Casebolt and Aaron 
Wendt attended the Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee meeting in Weslaco. 
Discussion centered on the long-term sustainability of 
the Partnership and future funding needs. A special task 
group of Steering Committee members reported their 
findings and suggestions to utilizing the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Development Council as an umbrella 
organization or establishing the Partnership as its own 
independent 501(c)(3) organization. The Partnership will 
submit three proposals for grant funding for 1) bacteria 
monitoring on the Arroyo Colorado, 2) an education, 
demonstration, and implementation project targeting pest 
management on food crops, and 3) a habitat restoration 
project. Updates on progress made in implementing the 
WPP since the last meeting were provided by the various 
work groups. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP impacts 

farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado watershed in 
Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy Counties. 
 
 
Big Cypress Creek 
 
On January 10, John Foster and Mitch Conine met with 
the Sulphur-Cypress SWCD #419 in Mount Pleasant to 
discuss the SWCD’s involvement in proposed work on 
Big Cypress Creek to address the bacteria impairment. 
This project has the potential to impact livestock 
operations in the Big Cypress Creek watershed in Camp, 
Morris, Titus and Upshur Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
 
On January 24, Jack Foote and Mitch Conine attended 
the Texas Watershed Stewards Program (TWSP) 
training in Wellington. Funded through CWA §319(h) 
grants from TSSWCB, the TWSP was developed by 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service as a community-based 
water resource educational training to empower 
individuals to take leadership roles in community water 
issues, such as WPP and TMDL initiatives. This training 
focused on enhancing stakeholder involvement in the 
Buck Creek WPP process. Discussion focused on what it 
means to be a watershed steward, water quality 
impairments, managing urban and rural lands through 
the use of best management practices, and how to get 
involved in community-driven watershed protection and 
management. The workshop was well-attend and well-
received by the ranchers, farmers and other local citizens 
in attendance. More information on the TWSP is 
available at http://tws.tamu.edu/. An update on the status 
of work in Buck Creek was also provided. Discussion 
centered on sampling to better understand increased 
nitrate levels in surface water and progress on live 
animal trapping to collect fecal samples to add to the 
BST known-source library. More information is 
available at http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP 
has the potential to impact livestock and farming 
operations in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek 
 
On January 24, Donna Long and Lee Munz attended a 
Cedar Creek Watershed Stakeholder Committee meeting 
in Kaufman. Project developments since the last meeting 
were discussed. A series of urban and agricultural NPS 
BMPs were ranked by stakeholders at the previous 
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meeting and results of that ranking process were 
presented for consideration. Potential reduction 
percentages for sediment and nutrients were suggested 
for consideration by stakeholders and will also be 
discussed further at the next meeting. In addition, the 
floor was opened to a general discussion of stakeholder 
issues. Community education efforts toward NPS 
pollution and illegal dumping seemed to be viewed as 
quite important and key to overall reductions. The 
Agricultural, Education and Outreach, and Urban Work 
Groups will be revived. The tentative timeline for WPP 
completion is as follows: June 2008 – draft of WPP to 
stakeholders, August 2008 – revisions processed and 
final draft presented, September 2008 – submission of 
draft WPP to EPA, October 2008 – implementation 
efforts begin, January 2009 – evaluation and monitoring 
of implementation to begin. More information is 
available at http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will 
impact agricultural operations in the Cedar Creek 
watershed in Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van 
Zandt Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
 
On January 23, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership Land Use Work Group 
meeting in Dickinson. Progress on finishing the Gap 
Analysis and completing the Ordinance Compilation 
from the different municipalities was discussed. The 
Compilation will provide the 20 most important laws or 
ordinances which need to be examined across the 
watershed. GIS maps and overlays will be developed to 
visually show the areas impacted by the various 
ordinances. The Work Group reviewed the Land Use 
portion of the WPP and made several changes and 
recommendations. That portion of the WPP should 1) 
show growth in 5 year projections with maps, 2) discuss 
how development is affecting the watershed, 3) identify 
what amount of development currently exists, 4) 
demonstrate how the land use has changed over the past 
10 years, 5) estimate projections based on current trends, 
and 6) identify alternatives. This WPP is proceeding in 
tandem with the on-going Dickinson Bayou bacteria and 
dissolved oxygen TMDLs. More information on this 
WPP is available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. 
Both this WPP and the TMDL have the potential to 
impact farming and ranching operations in the Dickinson 
Bayou watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
 
 

Gilleland Creek 
 
On January 11, Pamela Casebolt and Aaron Wendt 
attended the Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Natural 
Resources Work Group meeting in Austin. Discussion 
focused on development of strategies to preserve and 
protect the riparian corridor along the Creek. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
9-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have 
limited impacts on livestock operations in the Gilleland 
Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Houston Area Regional Bacteria TMDLs 
Implementation Planning 
 
On January 29, Brian Koch attended the Houston Area 
Regional Bacteria TMDLs Implementation Planning 
meeting in Houston. This regional TMDL I-Plan effort 
will cover bacteria TMDLs currently being developed 
for 1) Buffalo and White Oak Bayous, 2) Clear Creek, 3) 
numerous metro Houston Bayous, and 4) various 
waterbodies throughout the Lake Houston watershed. 
The focus of the meeting was to develop a stakeholder 
steering committee to direct the development of the 
Regional I-Plan. Topics discussed included 1) the 
appropriate role of different stakeholders, such as state 
agencies, academia and consultants, 2) education and 
outreach initiatives, 3) jurisdictional concerns, 4) science 
and technology needs, 5) resource and funding issues, 
and 6) policy concerns. More information on the Clear 
Creek TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
8-clearcreekbacteria.html. The Clear Creek TMDL has 
the potential to impact livestock operations in the Clear 
Creek watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
More information on the Lake Houston TMDL is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/8
2-lakehouston.html. The Lake Houston TMDLs have the 
potential to impact livestock operations in the Lake 
Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller Counties. 
 
Leon River 
 
On January 10, Pamela Casebolt and Aaron Wendt 
participated in the Leon River WPP Monitoring Work 
Group meeting in Temple. The group met to discuss and 
coordinate on-going water quality monitoring efforts in 
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the watershed. This WPP is proceeding in tandem with 
the TMDL for bacteria for the Leon River. More 
information on the WPP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/leon
wpp. Both this WPP and the TMDL will impact 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
 
On January 29, Joel Clark, Lee Munz, Loren Henley and 
Aaron Wendt met with the Robertson County SWCD 
#451 in Hearne to discuss the SWCD’s involvement in 
proposed work on several tributaries of the Little Brazos 
River that are impaired for elevated bacteria. 
Waterbodies of interest are Walnut Creek, Mud Creek, 
Pin Oak Creek, Spring Creek and Campbells Creek. This 
project has the potential to impact livestock operations in 
these five watersheds in Robertson County. 
 
Oso Creek 
 
On January 28, Andy Garza, Mitch Conine and Aaron 
Wendt attended an Oso Creek Water Quality Monitoring 
Coordination meeting in Corps Christi. Funded through 
a CWA §319(h) grant from TSSWCB, targeted sampling 
and BST will be conducted to better characterize 
bacteria loading, sources and fate and transport for the 
TMDL currently under development. The purpose of this 
meeting was for technical stakeholders to provide 
comment on the proposed sampling regime which 
focuses on the cropland-dominated upper portion of the 
watershed. Data will be collected on water quality from 
in-stream sites during runoff events, soil bacteria levels 
from fields and bacteria from in-stream sediments. More 
information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
7-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Oso Bay/Creek 
watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Pecos River 
 
On January 7, a revised draft version of the Pecos River 
WPP was released for public comment. The second draft 
of the WPP includes changes that were made to the 
original document according to comments received 
between September 10 and December 17, 2007. 
Comments on this second draft should be submitted by 
March 10. Additionally, five public comment meetings 
are scheduled in February throughout the watershed. 

More information, including the draft of the WPP, is 
available at http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/. This WPP will 
impact agricultural operations in the Pecos River 
watershed in Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Crockett, 
Culberson, Ector, Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecos, Presidio, 
Reagan, Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Val Verde, Ward and 
Winkler Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service hosted three public 
meetings – January 7 in Luling, January 10 in Kyle, and 
January 11 in Lockhart – to receive comment on the 
draft WPP. The Plum Creek Watershed Steering 
Committee will continue to review the draft plan and 
changes to the plan based on comments received. The 
WPP is expected to be finalized in February. More 
information, including the draft WPP, is available at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP will impact livestock 
and farming operations in the Plum Creek watershed in 
Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
February 2 – Texas Association of Wildlife Management 
Associations Stewardship Conference (Kyle) 
February 15 – Ethanol Co-Products and their Effects on 
Manure Management (NLPELC Webcast) 
February 19 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Pecos) 
February 19 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Imperial) 
February 19 – Plum Creek Watershed Steering 
Committee (Lockhart) 
February 19 – Oso Creek TMDL Public Meeting 
(Corpus Christi) 
February 20 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Iraan) 
February 20 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Ozona) 
February 20 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder Meeting 
(Granbury) 
February 21 – Pecos River WPP Public Comment 
Meeting (Del Rio) 
February 21 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water 
and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (Houston) 
February 21 – 2nd Annual Environmental Challenges and 
Innovations Conference (Houston) 
February 26 – Managing Urban Growth in Plum Creek 
Workshop (Buda) 
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February 26 – Bastrop Bayou Watershed Stakeholder 
Meeting (Angleton or Lake Jackson) 
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February 27 – Upper Texas Coast Bacteria TMDL 
Public Meeting (Hankamer) 
February 28 – Upper Texas Coast Bacteria TMDL 
Public Meeting (Clear Lake) 
February 28 – Bastrop Bayou Watershed Stakeholder 
Meeting (Lake Jackson or Angleton) 
February 29 – Upper Texas Coast Bacteria TMDL 
Public Meeting (Galveston) 
 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 

program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
 
Program Activities 
The CCC Executive Committee will meet in Austin, 
Thursday, February 7 at 1:30 p.m. Meeting 
information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding. The 
CIAP staff has prepared a draft plan which was 
presented to the Coastal Land Advisory Board 
(CLAB). The CLAB met on November 6 to review 
the draft plan for FY 07 funding. The draft plan was 
approved as presented. The CLAB-approved draft 
plan will be submitted to the Office of Governor for 
final approval before being posted in the Texas 
Register for 30 days. After public comments are 
reviewed, the state plan will be presented at a 
second CLAB meeting. Upon approval by the 
CLAB and the Office of the Governor, the plan will 
be submitted to MMS, who has 90 days to review 
and approve/disapprove the plan. After the state 
plan is approved by MMS, grant applications for 
each selected project will be submitted to MMS for 
funding approval. 

A total of $145.5 million in proposals was 
considered, but only $31.6 million in funding was 
available. The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/pdf/StatePlan
-FinalDraft10-26-07.pdf

The 2008 CIAP program will begin in the near 
future. 
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Additional information on the CIAP 
program can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/ind
ex.html

 

WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM REPORT 
 
WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS 
REPORT  
 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 
Staff Activities 

Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Enhancement Program Updates or Water 
Enhancement Program Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD Nolan County 
SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
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 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
Area 3 Districts 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 

Area 5 Districts 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD   
•  7  Landowners assisted with Brush 

Contracts 
•  10 Landowners assisted with Brush 

Certifications 
•  Assisted Mitchell County SWCD with 

training new District Employee 
• Assisted Glasscock SWCD with the training 

of full-time District Employee 
• Evaluate pending application from all 

projects 
• Evaluate Salt Cedar Contracts for the Pecos 

and Upper Colorado Projects 
• Assist Webb Co. SWCD with certification 

on Arundo Cane 
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
• Met with UCRA to discuss update on O.C. 

Fisher Project 
• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 

Pedernales watersheds  that meet criteria for 
water enhancement cost share assistance and 
assess land owner participation 

• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Met with Texas TWRI to develop a meeting 
with A&M to determine changes that need 
to be made to  address water enhancement 
program 

• Dr. Rainwater has received contract to study 
water yield in the state brush program, and 
we are looking at means of assisting him. 

• Assist U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar’s 
office pertaining to field day to review 
control of Arundo Cane on the Rio Grande  

 
 

FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
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catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   
 
Statewide, 145 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $110 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  
 
Operation and maintenance (O&M) of this 
important public infrastructure is critical to keep 
them safe and to assure they will continue to 
provide the benefits for which they were planned 
and designed.  Many of these dams need attention to 
address O&M needs and repair of storm damage. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is cooperating with NRCS on an 
aggressive initiative to assist project sponsors with 
O&M of watershed dams and update the inventory 
of O&M and repair needs.  Actions include 
inspecting all watershed dams, verifying hazard 
classification, identifying O&M and repair needs, 
and developing a schedule and cost estimate for 
addressing these needs.  Texas Bulletin TX-120-08-
04 provides details on the required actions.

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 

Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  
• Reports on its activities and recommends 

new protection programs to the Legislature.  
• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
The TGPC met on January 16, 2008, at the offices 
of the TCEQ.  This meeting was a work session for 
the Committee members and their staff to discuss 
the revision of the Texas Groundwater Protection 
Strategy.  Meeting information is available on the 
TGPC website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• April 1 is the deadline for 
submission of the 2010-2011 SWCD 
Biennial Budget Request 

 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 
19, 2008, in the Hearings Room at the agency’s 
state headquarters in Temple.  A formal State Board 
Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 20, 2008, at the same location.  
For more information on State Board Work 
Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the January 17, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for March 20, 2008. 
To view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
2010 – 2011 SWCD Biennial Budget 
Request: 
On January 28th, the TSSWCB mailed instructions 
for completing and submitting the 2010 – 2011 
SWCD Biennial Budget Request.  This year the 
request will be completed electronically and the 
mailed instructions included a USERID and 
PASSWORD for each district to use in completing 
the form. The Budget Request Form and all 
instructions can be found through the following web 
address:http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/request  
The deadline for submission is April 1st. 
 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
There are currently no job openings.  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
The 2008 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
packets were sent both electronically and in hard 
copy to SWCDs and Ag Science teachers during the 
first two weeks in February.  Area contests to 
determine area winners will be held in late spring. 
 
Water Quality Management Plan Program 
Guidance Manual 
Work continues to complete and update the Water 
Quality Management Plan Program Guidance 
Manual.  A meeting was held on February 28 with 
representatives from several regional offices to 
make final edits to the publication. 
 
Priority Education Funding Program 
Districts are advised that if they have a special 
education project that they would like some 
financial assistance with, they should consult with 
their State Board field representative. 
Some funding for such programs is available 
through the Association of Texas’ Public 
Information Program.  However districts are 
reminded that requests for financial assistance must 
be coordinated through their respective field 
representative. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
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the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
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How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 

 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
 
TSSWCB conducted six poultry producer meetings 
in January and February 2008 in cooperation with 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
and Texas AgriLife Extension Service (formerly 
known as Texas Cooperative Extension).  The 
purpose of the meetings was to familiarize poultry 
producers that meet the federal and state definition 
of a CAFO with water and air quality requirements 
that are in addition to their Water Quality 
Management Plan.  The TSSWCB has prepared a 
new guidance document that should make these 
additional requirements as unobtrusive as possible. 
 
The TSSWCB staff will soon begin conducting 
inspections of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure 
they are meeting all the necessary requirements.  In 
addition, existing WQMPs are being reviewed and 
updated and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms.  Contact the poultry office at 
(936) 462-7020 if you have questions about the 
poultry program. 
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CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
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FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 87 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $25 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans.  
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. The report highlights the 
State’s efforts during 2007 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or 
prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and 
involve the public to improve and maintain the 
quality of water resources for current and future 
generations of Texans. The 2007 Annual Report has 
been completed and submitted to EPA.  
 

FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Request for Proposals 
The FY2008 Request for Proposals (RFP) was 
published in the Texas Register on December 7th, 
posted on the TSSWCB’s website, and emailed to 
all soil and water conservation districts and 
cooperating entities on our contact list. The deadline 
for proposal submission was February 1, 2008. The 
TSSWCB received 18 proposals during the RFP. 
TSSWCB staff are currently reviewing and ranking 
the proposals. 
 

 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 
AND WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years. The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List. A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List. Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More information 
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
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Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated water 
quality protection and restoration strategies driven 
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
a watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters. 
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EPA that 
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan. More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the 
Board and Commission. This framework for 
collaboration between the two agencies describes 
the programmatic mechanisms employed to develop 
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA.  Specifically, on February 
21, TJ Helton and Aaron Wendt met with TCEQ 
staff to discuss the development of State guidance 
on the development of WPPs. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting in Austin, the Board and Commission 
approved the recommendations from the joint 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force. The Board directed 
TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ 
to 1) incorporate the principles of the 

recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and 
3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report. TSSWCB staff continue to work with 
TCEQ staff to implement these directives. Recently, 
TSSWCB staff have met with TCEQ staff to discuss 
peer review comments on the draft TMDL for 
Lower San Antonio River and have provided 
comments on a second draft of the updated TMDL 
Program Guidance which incorporates the Task 
Force recommendations. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program 
Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB 
Policy on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff 
on directing state appropriations for the TMDL 
Program. On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an 
operating budget for FY2008 that allocated 
$1,200,494 to TMDL Program grants. Staff have 
obligated $858,024 through four contracts and are 
working with cooperating entities to develop 
workplans and budgets to obligate the remaining 
$342,470. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List 
 
At their March 19 meeting, the TCEQ intends to 
consider submitting to EPA the 2008 Texas Water 
Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. This report 
describes the status of the state’s waters, as required 
by the federal CWA. It summarizes the status of the 
state’s surface waters, including concerns for public 
health, fitness for use by aquatic species and other 
wildlife, and specific pollutants and their possible 
sources. The List identifies those waterbodies not 
attaining water quality standards as impaired.  More 
information on the Inventory and List is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html.  The draft 
March 19 TCEQ agenda is available at 
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http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/agendas/co
mm/comm_agendas.html. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
 
On February 26 and 28, Brian Koch attended two 
public meetings for the Bastrop Bayou WPP.  The 
first meeting was held in Angleton, and the second 
meeting was held in Lake Jackson.  The purpose of 
these meetings was to increase awareness of the 
project and identify interested people to develop a 
stakeholder group.  Brian Koch presented 
information on WPPs in general, the TSSWCB 
WQMP Program, and the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program, which is a Texas AgriLife Extension 
program funded by the TSSWCB.  On May 14, 
there will be a TWS workshop in the Bastrop Bayou 
watershed.  Also, the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council presented background information on 
Bastrop Bayou and results from a bacteria risk 
assessment conducted 2006.  More information is 
available at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/watershed_protection/de
fault.aspx.  This WPP has the potential to affect 
livestock and farming operations in the Bastrop 
Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Lake Granbury 
 
On February 20, Pamela Casebolt attended the Lake 
Granbury WPP stakeholder meeting in Granbury. 
An overview of the water quality modeling peer 
review process was provided, which led into the 
modeling update. Modeling results were presented 
for E. coli and dissolved oxygen for the areas 
surrounding Lake Granbury and potential locations 
for the septic system dye test and circulation 
studies. Stakeholders voted on literature values for 
bacteria sources that best represented Lake 
Granbury. Updates were also given on duck counts, 
Bacterial Source Tracking (BST), land use and 
water quality standards. An update on educational 
programs in the watershed was provided.  Water 
quality fact sheets and septic system publications 
have been developed and presentations to local 
homeowners associations have been made.  Public 
educational programs for rainwater harvesting, 

groundwater management, small acreage 
landowners, and septic system installers have been 
hosted.  A scientist with Texas A&M University, 
explained his findings on golden algae after 
monitoring 10 in-lake sampling stations, described 
the timing of algal blooms, and the relationship 
between golden algae and blue-green algae as a 
result of a proportion experiment on Lake Whitney 
and Lake Waco. More information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp.  This WPP has 
the potential to affect agricultural operations around 
Lake Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties 
 
Leon River 
 
At their March 19 meeting, the TCEQ intends to 
consider publishing and soliciting public comment 
on One TMDL for Bacteria in the Leon River below 
Proctor Lake for Segment 1221.  More information 
on the TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leon_group.html.  The draft March 19 
TCEQ agenda is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/comm_exec/agendas/co
mm/comm_agendas.html.  This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
 
On February 13, Loren Henley and Aaron Wendt 
hosted a meeting in Temple with the Brazos River 
Authority and Texas Water Resources Institute to 
discuss proposed work on several tributaries of the 
Little Brazos River that are impaired for elevated 
bacteria. Waterbodies of interest are Walnut Creek, 
Mud Creek, Pin Oak Creek, Spring Creek and 
Campbells Creek. This project has the potential to 
affect livestock operations in these five watersheds 
in Robertson County. 
 
Pecos River 
 
On February 19-21, Joe Freeman, Ben Wilde, and 
Mitch Conine attended public comment meetings on 
the Pecos River WPP in Pecos, Imperial, Iraan, 
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Ozona and Del Rio.  Changes made to the 2nd draft 
of the WPP were discussed with landowners and 
they had positive comments on the changes made so 
far.  Comments on the 2nd draft will continue to be 
accepted through March 10.  More information, 
including the draft of the WPP, is available at 
http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect 
agricultural operations in the Pecos River watershed 
in Andrews, Brewster, Crane, Crockett, Culberson, 
Ector, Jeff Davis, Loving, Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, 
Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Val Verde, Ward and 
Winkler Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
 
On January 31, Brian Koch, Pamela Casebolt, and 
Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee meeting in 
Lockhart. Lockhart and Luling ISD students opened 
the meeting with a presentation on their surface 
water quality monitoring project on Plum Creek. 
Discussion followed on the public comment 
received on the WPP. Thirty-nine sets of written or 
verbal comments were received for a 58% response 
rate among involved participants. An update was 
given on the December 4, 2007 Texas Watershed 
Steward workshop held in Kyle, which yielded 42 
participants. The status of grant applications 
submitted to TSSWCB and TCEQ for WPP 
implementation were also discussed. 
 
On February 19, Brian Koch, Pamela Casebolt, and 
Aaron Wendt attended the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee meeting in 
Lockhart. The Steering Committee met to finalize 
and sign the WPP and authorize the submittal of the 
WPP for state and federal consistency review. The 
meeting was a celebration of the time and effort 
stakeholders had put into the development of the 
WPP.  Steering Committee members were 
recognized for their leadership. 
 
More information is available at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 

Upper Coast Oyster Waters 
 
On February 27, Brian Koch attended a public 
meeting on the Upper Coast Oyster Waters Bacteria 
TMDL project in Hankamer.  This was the first of 
three public meeting for the project.  Similar 
meetings were held in Clear Lake on February 28 
and in Galveston on February 29.  This TMDL 
focuses on the entire Galveston Bay system, 
including East Bay, West Bay, and Trinity Bay.  
The bacteria criterion established to protect oyster 
waters use was established by the National Shellfish 
Sanitation Program, and is mandatory for all 50 
states, and is compliant with Food and Drug 
Administration guidelines.  The standard is a 
median of 14 cfu/100mL of fecal coliform, or no 
more than 10% of samples exceeding 43 
cfu/100mL.  Sampling locations are determined by 
shoreline and hydrographic surveys that help 
identify potential pollutant sources and movement 
of pollutants. Currently, there are 92 sampling 
stations in the Galveston Bay complex.  Potential 
sources identified septic systems, wastewater 
treatment facilities, wildlife, and marinas.  Load 
reductions are based on the 10% single sample 
criteria, and range from 12% to 67% at isolated 
sampling locations.  Currently, the draft TMDL is 
being developed and is expected to be released for 
public comment later this year.  More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html.  There is little 
potential for this TMDL to affect livestock 
operations around the Galveston Bay complex in 
Chambers, Harris, Galveston or Brazoria Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
March 3 – Lower San Antonio River TMDL Public 
Meeting (Goliad) 
March 5 – Lower San Antonio River TMDL Public 
Meeting (Karnes City) 
March 6 – TSSWCB Wharton Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (Columbus) 
March 6 – Clear Creek TMDL Public Meeting 
(Clear Lake) 

Attachment Section Page 1124

http://pecosbasin.tamu.edu/
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html


March 9-15 – National Groundwater Awareness 
Week 
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March 12 – Upper Trinity River TMDL Public 
Meeting (Arlington) 
March 13 – Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water 
and Sediment Quality Subcommittee (Houston) 
March 20 – Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 
Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee Meeting 
(Seguin) 
March 21 – Pharmaceuticals in Animal Manure - 
Potential Impacts and Management (NLPELC 
Webcast) 
March 25 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 
Gilleland Creek (Pflugerville) 
March 25 – Red River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Amarillo) 
March 25 – Nueces River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Uvalde) 
March 27 – Brazos River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Waco) 
March 27 – Nueces River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Corpus 
Christi) 
April 1 – Red River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Wichita 
Falls) 
April 1 – Angelina and Neches River Authority 
Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee Meeting 
(Nacogdoches) 
April 2 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 
Brady Creek (Brady) 
 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 

TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
 
Program Activities 
The CCC Executive Committee met in Austin, 
Thursday, February 7 at 1:30 p.m. The next CCC 
meeting is scheduled for March 20, 2008 in Austin. 
Meeting information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html 
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

The Texas Draft Coastal Impact Assistance Plan 
was posted for public comment on the GLO CIAP 
Website for 30 days. The document was also 
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provided to Minerals Management Service (MMS) 
for comment. Staff from the CIAP agencies are 
reviewing the comments and preparing the final 
plan. Upon approval of the Coastal Land Advisory 
Board and the Office of the Governor, the final plan 
will be sent to MMS, who has 120 days to review 
and approve the plan. Grant applications for 
individual projects will be submitted to MMS after 
the state plan has been approved. It is anticipated 
that state projects will be approved for funding 
before the end of the year. 

A total of $145.5 million in proposals was 
considered, but only $31.6 million in funding was 
available. The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/pdf/StatePlan
-FinalDraft10-26-07.pdf 

The 2008 CIAP program will begin in the near 
future. At least two public meetings will be held 
on the coast to present the program. Notification 
of public meetings and project solicitation will be 
posted on the GLO CIAP Website and sent to all 
2007 project nominees and Council and 
Executive Committee members. 
Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html

 

WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM REPORT 
 
WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS 
REPORT  
 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 
Staff Activities 

Provided the following SWCD with Water 
Enhancement Program Updates or Water 
Enhancement Program Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
 

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 

•  7  Landowners assisted with Brush 
Contracts 

•  10 Landowners assisted with Brush 
Certifications 

•  Assisted Mitchell County SWCD with 
training new District Employee 

• Assisted Glasscock SWCD with the training 
of full-time District Employee 

• Evaluate pending application from all 
projects 

• Evaluate Salt Cedar Contracts for the Pecos 
and Upper Colorado Projects 

• Assist Webb Co. SWCD with certification 
on Arundo Cane 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 
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• Met with UCRA to discuss update on O.C. 
Fisher Project 

• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 
Pedernales watersheds  that meet criteria for 
water enhancement cost share assistance and 
assess land owner participation 

• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Met with Texas TWRI to develop a meeting 
with A&M to determine changes that need 
to be made to  address water enhancement 
program 

• Dr. Rainwater has received contract to study 
water yield in the state brush program, and 
we are looking at means of assisting him. 
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• Assist U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar’s 
office pertaining to field day to review 
control of Arundo Cane on the Rio Grande  

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   
 
Statewide, 145 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $110 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  
 
The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.html 
 
The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 
 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. Richard Egg with TSSWCB and Bobby 
Wilson with Navarro SWCD participated in an 
advisory group meeting at TCEQ on Feb. 22 where 
proposed rule changes were discussed. The 
proposed rules are scheduled to be published for 
public comment in July of 2008.  

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 
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Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.
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Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 

maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• April 5th is the new deadline for 
submission of the 2010-2011 SWCD 
Biennial Budget Request.  

 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, May 14, 
2008.  A formal State Board Meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 15, 
2008, a location for our work session and board 
meeting have yet to be determined.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the March 20, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for May 15, 2008. To 
view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minute
s
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
2010 – 2011 SWCD Biennial Budget Request: 
On January 28th, the TSSWCB mailed instructions 
for completing and submitting the 2010 – 2011 
SWCD Biennial Budget Request.  This year the 
request will be completed electronically and the 
mailed instructions included a USERID and 
PASSWORD for each district to use in completing 
the form. The Budget Request Form and all 
instructions can be found through the following web 
address:http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/request  
The deadline for submission is April 5th. 
 

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
There are currently no job openings.  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Press Releases 
 
Gilleland Creek Water Quality Workshop a 
Success 
Nearly 90 citizens attended a Texas Watershed 
Steward workshop on March 25 in Pflugerville to 
learn about local water quality issues, sources of 
water pollution, and ways to get involved in local 
watershed management efforts. One participant 
said, "The workshop was extremely effective and 
inspirational, and I made many excellent contacts in 
the community." Read more...
 

Meetings Held for Large Poultry Operations 

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) coordinated six meetings for poultry 
farm operators in January and February in areas 
most heavily populated by poultry to ensure that 
poultry operators are aware of requirements they 
must meet to comply with federal and state animal 
feeding operation laws and rules. Read more...

Texas Watershed Steward Training Slated for 
Brady  

Organizers of the Texas Watershed Stewards 
Program (TWSP) encourage anyone interested in 
protecting and restoring the health of local creeks 
and streams to attend a free workshop April 2 from 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Pilot's Lounge at Curtis Field in 
Brady. Curtis Field is located at 3821 U.S. Highway 
377 North. Read more...

 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
The 2008 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking FFA 
area contests will be held during May.  Scheduled 
Area contests are as follows: 

Area I  May 16--Amarillo 
Area II May 16-17--Odessa 
Area III May 8--Brenham 
Area IV Unknown 
Area V May 17--Frisco 
Area VI May 17--Gilmer 
Area VII May 13-- San Marcos 
Area VIII May 16-- Waco 
Area IX Unknown 
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Area X May 15—Kingsville 
 
 The theme for this year’s contest is “Water is Life” 
which correlates with the annual NACD Soil 
Stewardship program.   
 
 
SWCD Director Training Conference— A 
training conference for district directors and 
interested district employees is scheduled for July 
29-30, 2008 at the TSSWCB’s state headquarters in 
Temple.  The first promotional flyer was sent to all 
districts on March 24.   
 
Water Quality Management Plan Program 
Guidance Manual 
Work continues to complete and update the Water 
Quality Management Plan Program Guidance 
Manual.  On March 27, 2008 a second draft was 
received and is now under review.  
 
  
SWCD Director Training Resource Project— A 
specific link is being developed for the TSSWCB 
website to permit SWCDs to access district related 
training resource materials.  The target date to have 
all the training resources posted on the agency 
website is May 8.   
 
All materials used in current district director 
training workshops have been formatted into a 
uniform look. The purpose of organizing this 
material into a Training Resources link will enable 
field staff to conduct director training on a localized 
basis as well as provide SWCDs to more easily 
access materials of specific interest on a as need 
basis following workshop training. 
 
 
 
Priority Education Funding Program 
Thirty-five SWCDs have asked for and received 
approval for funding priority education programs 
under the Priority Education Funding program.  
Districts, during this fiscal year have until August 1 
to make application for funding.  The program is 
offered to districts through the Association of Texas 

SWCDs public information/education program. 

 
Regional Wildlife Contests— Regional wildlife 
contests will be held in April with the state contest 
slated to be held in May.  Contest dates and 
locations are: 

• Region I-------April 8-----Matador 
Wildlife Center 

• Region II-----April 15---San Angelo 
• Region III----April 15---Welder Wildlife 

Refuge 
• Region IV-----------------Held last fall 
• Region V-----April 15---Flat Top Ranch 

near Walnut Springs 
• State Contest-----May 13---San Angelo 

State Park 
 

Wharton Regional Office— National Ag Week 
Event in Colorado County was held on March 11, 
2008 in Columbus; Brian Koch presented 
information about the role of the TSSWCB and the 
importance of soil and water conservation to 175 
fourth grade students from Colorado County.  This 
program was part of National Ag Week activities 
for the Colorado SWCD #333 and their Ag Partners 
group. 
 
Central Texas Association of SWCDs— The 
association will hold its spring meeting on April 10 
in Stephenville.  The theme of their meeting is 
“Going Green in Texas, what this means to 
Farmers, Ranchers and Landowners.”  Travis 
Brown form the Office of Rural Community Affairs 
will present a program on Renewable Energy in 
Texas.  Brown is associated with the State Energy 
Conservation Office which has overview on all the 
Renewable Energy programs in Texas.  Brown will 
talk about what products are in the future for use in 
ethanol plants, what plants are best, what are not 
usable, where future plants may be located, 
distribution problems, and incorporation into 
service stations.   
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A business session will follow the presentation. 
 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLAN PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 

Conservation Board to implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
Between September 1, 2007 and April 30, 2008, 
districts in priority areas will be busy developing 
water quality management plans and obligating 
cost-share funds to these plans.  Another priority 
will be to ensure that FY-06 funds are utilized prior 
to August 31, 2008 after which they will be 
cancelled.  For more information on the Water 
Quality Management Program, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT P
 

LANS  

verview 
 77th Legislature 

e 

rtified by 

se visit 

O
In 2001, the
amended the Texas Water Cod
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is ce
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, plea
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 

ill soon begin conducting 

In 

The TSSWCB staff w
inspections of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure 
they are meeting all the necessary requirements.  
addition, existing WQMPs are being reviewed and 
updated and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms.  Contact the poultry office at 
(936) 462-7020 if you have questions about the 
poultry program. 
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B
Congress enac
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint s
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TC
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program statu
and major ongoing activities. 
 
F
There are currently 82 ongoing §319(h) gran
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $16 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
F
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State o
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. The report highlights the 
State’s efforts during 2007 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or 
prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and 
involve the public to improve and maintain the 
quality of water resources for current and future 
generations of Texans. The 2007 Annual Report has 
been completed and submitted to EPA. The 2007 
Annual Report is currently being printed for 
distribution and is available electronically at  

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram 
under the heading Program Reports. 
 

 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 

otal Maximum Daily Load Program Overview

AND WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
T  

he federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 

uality 

) for review 

r 

veloped that 

L 
e 

 

ation 

 
T
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water q
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA
and approval every two years. The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) fo
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List. A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then de
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. Together, the TMD
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce th
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List. Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More inform
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 

 Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 

 water 
en 

 of 

 
A
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated
quality protection and restoration strategies driv
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
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water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term heal
a watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired 
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EP
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan. More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 

th of 

waters. 

A that 

wpphttp://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ . 

OA Coordination with TCEQ
 
M  

n September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 

bes 
p 

pecifically, on March 26, John Foster, TJ Helton, 

ron 

mple. 

ty 

 and 

r 

acteria TMDL Task Force

 
O
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the 
Board and Commission. This framework for 
collaboration between the two agencies descri
the programmatic mechanisms employed to develo
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA. 
 
S
Donna Long, Lee Munz, Brian Koch, Pamela 
Casebolt, Loren Henley, Mitch Conine, and Aa
Wendt hosted a quarterly MOA coordination 
meeting with staff from TCEQ and EPA in Te
Discussion centered on programmatic questions 
related to review of WPPs, long-term sustainabili
of WPPs, interaction of WPPs with TMDLs and the 
appropriate role state and federal agencies should 
play in facilitating local stakeholder groups. 
Additionally, agencies exchanged information
provided updates on various on-going TMDL and 
WPP projects. Staff discussed fiscal resource 
allocation for planned and proposed projects fo
FY2009. 
 
B  

n June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 

d 

 

t-agency 
o 

 

 

pecifically, staff have completed a full draft of the 

 and are 

d 

sed 

tly 

tate Appropriations for TMDL Program 

 
O
meeting in Austin, the Board and Commission 
approved the recommendations from the joint 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force. The Board directe

TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ
to 1) incorporate the principles of the 
recommendations into an updated join
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently t
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and
3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force
Report. TSSWCB staff continue to work with 
TCEQ staff to implement these directives. 
 
S
revised TMDL guidance document, which 
incorporates the bacteria recommendations,
reviewing the document for consistency between 
chapters. On March 27, TJ Helton, Donna Long an
Aaron Wendt met with TCEQ staff in Austin to 
work through unresolved issues related to the 
chapter of the TMDL guidance document focu
on bacteria TMDLs. Also, TSSWCB staff have 
provided peer review comments on drafts of the 
Clear Creek bacteria TMDL and the Dickinson 
Bayou dissolved oxygen TMDL. Staff are curren
reviewing and developing peer review comments on 
the Upper Coast Oyster Waters and Buffalo and 
Whiteoak Bayous bacteria TMDLs. 
 
S
Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB 

an 

have 
 

ng 

exas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List

Policy on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff 
on directing state appropriations for the TMDL 
Program. On July 19, 2007, the Board approved 
operating budget for FY2008 that allocated 
$1,200,494 to TMDL Program grants. Staff 
obligated $886,728 through five contracts and are
working with cooperating entities to develop 
workplans and budgets to obligate the remaini
$313,766. 
 
T  

n February 8, the EPA approved the 2006 Texas 
 
O
303(d) List of Impaired Waters. On March 19, the 
TCEQ approved the 2008 Texas Water Quality 
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Inventory and 303(d) List for submission to EPA
These reports describe the status of the state’s 
waters, as required by the federal CWA. They 
summarize the status of the state’s surface wate
including concerns for public health, fitness for use 
by aquatic species and other wildlife, and specific 
pollutants and their possible sources. The List 
identifies those waterbodies not attaining water
quality standards as impaired. More information
available at 

. 

rs, 

 
 is 

ceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/http://www.t
water/quality/data/wqm/305_303.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 

he Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 

e 

ng and 

ne 

t 
ring 

 

ta 

nds 

P-
 

leanriver.htm

 
T
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by th
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitori
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to o
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessmen
priorities within its basin. These committees b
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The da
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality tre
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CR
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texc
l. 
 
On March 4, Brian Koch attended the Houston-

r 

Galveston Area Council Clean Rivers Program 
Coordinated Monitoring meeting in (Houston). 

Discussion focused on coordinating surface wate
quality monitoring activities for FY2009 among 
various entities collecting data in the San Jacinto 
River Basin, Brazos-Colorado Coastal Basin, San 
Jacinto-Brazos Coastal Basin, and Trinity-San 
Jacinto Coastal Basin. More information is 
available at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/rivers/default.aspx. 

n March 20, Brian Koch and Shari Johnson 
ty 

tee 

scussed 

ntly 

NPS 
f 

 

 
for 

d. 
in 

f 

 

n 
h 

 
O
attended the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authori
(GBRA) Clean Rivers Program Steering Commit
meeting in Seguin. An overview of CRP activities 
was provided by GBRA, Upper Guadalupe River 
Authority (UGRA), and Wimberley Valley 
Watershed Association (WVWA). GBRA di
a radiological site on Coleto Creek being examined 
to better understand groundwater and surface water 
interaction and the relation with uranium mining. 
UGRA focused on the bacteria TMDL for the 
Guadalupe River near Kerrville, which is curre
in the implementation phase. WVWA discussed the 
Cypress Creek WPP; the group is currently 
delineating the subwatersheds to rank major 
contributing areas and to use in the development o
a SWAT model for the watershed. An update on the
Plum Creek WPP was provided by AgriLife 
Extension. The Plum Creek stakeholders have
approved and signed the WPP and submitted it 
state and federal consistency review. Also, GBRA 
provided an update on the additional monitoring in 
Plum Creek, funded by TSSWCB to better 
understand pollutant sources in the watershe
GBRA is also working with student in schools 
the watershed to do water quality monitoring. Staf
from TCEQ provided updates on current TMDL 
projects in the basin including Peach Creek, Elm 
and Sandies Creeks, and Upper Guadalupe River. 
Shari Johnson provided an update on the TSSWCB
Poultry WQMP activities in the basin, including 
background of the program and the purpose of 
WQMPs. Also, technicians from the Gonzales 
County and DeWitt County SWCDs provided a
update on cooperative conservation efforts in Peac
and Elm and Sandies Creeks watersheds. More 
information is available at http://www.gbra.org/. 
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On March 25, the Red River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee meeting was held in 
Amarillo. Topics focused on the Canadian River 
Basin. More information is available at 
http://www.rra.dst.tx.us/. 
 
On March 27, Mitch Conine and Brian Koch 

vers 

 

 

h 

y 

 

ch 
 

attended the Nueces River Authority Clean Ri
Program Steering Committee meeting in Corpus 
Christi. An overview of CRP activities including 
delistings, new listings and continued listings was
discussed for the waterbodies in the Nueces River 
Basin. Reports were given on the active TMDLs in
the area, including Oso Bay and Creek, Atascosa 
River, Copano Bay and Arroyo Colorado. Outreac
activities, including the Headwaters Stewardship 
Project and the Nueces watershed model funded b
TSSWCB, various Texas Stream Team (formerly 
Texas Watch) projects, such as trash pick-ups and 
volunteer water quality monitoring, and the Arroyo
Colorado Watershed model were also presented to 
the group. Also, the draft Basin Summary Report 
for 2008 was provided for review. The Nueces 
River Authority held a Clean Rivers Program 
Steering Committee meeting in Uvalde on Mar
25 focused on the upper reaches of the basin. More
information is available at http://www.nueces-
ra.org/. 
 
On March 27, Pamela Casebolt attended the Brazos 

 

tal law 

d a 

River Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee meeting in Waco. The main topics of
discussion were water quality standards and 
permitting, impaired waterbodies, WPPs, 
monitoring recommendations, environmen
enforcement, and the TCEQ continuous water 
quality monitoring network. Highlights include
detailed description of the impairments in each of 
the Brazos River Basin watersheds, updates on the 
Lake Granbury, San Gabriel River, Leon River and 
Lampasas River WPPs, and coordinated monitoring 
locations for FY2009.  More information is 
available at http://www.brazos.org/. 
 
 
 
 

Galveston Bay Estuary Program 

alveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 

r 

agement 
l 

n March 13, Brian Koch attended the GBEP 
eting 

ssess 
f 

e 

s 

f 

ore information is available at 

 
G
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholde
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Man
Plan developed under the auspices of the Nationa
Estuary Program. 
 
O
Water and Sediment Quality Subcommittee me
in Houston. At this meeting there was a presentation 
on the Illicit Discharge Elimination Project that was 
conducted by the Harris County Watershed 
Protection Group. This project was done to a
illicit discharges and eliminate them in tributaries o
Whiteoak Bayou, and then asses the water quality 
after the discharges were eliminated. After the 
discharges were eliminated, it was found that th
bacteria contribution from these discharges was 
22% of total bacteria loadings, and re-growth wa
probably the highest contributor. An overview of 
current projects being funded was provided and 
prioritization of funding for future projects took 
place. Also, Brian Koch was elected Vice Chair o
the Subcommittee. 
 
M
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The
the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain t
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty counties. 
 

 implementation of 

o 

harton Regional Watershed Coordination W
Steering Committee 
 
On March 6, Brian Koch hosted the 12th Regional 

g, an 

-

Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(WCSC) meeting in Columbus. At this meetin
update on WCSC prioritized watersheds was given. 
Included in this update was Mustang Creek, which 
was selected for WPP development in December 
2007. Through further discussion with the Lavaca

Attachment Section Page 1136

http://www.rra.dst.tx.us/
http://www.nueces-ra.org/
http://www.nueces-ra.org/
http://www.brazos.org/
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/


 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  March 2008 
 

9 

Navidad River Authority, and AgriLife Extension, 
was decided to gather more water quality data in the 
watershed before moving forward with stakeholder 
process. Plum Creek stakeholders have finalized 
and approved their WPP and authorized the 
submittal of the WPP for state and federal 
consistency review. Texas Parks and Wildl
Department presented results from their Use 
Attainability Analysis (UAA) for Dissolved O
(DO) in Coastal Streams. The focus of this study 
was to get a better understanding of tidal streams, 
many are not meeting water quality standards for 
DO. In southeast Texas, the study focused on Cow
Bayou, which is currently not meeting the DO 
standard and is impacted by industrial and urba
development. In comparison, Lost River was used
as a reference stream because it is similar to Cow 
Bayou, but is in a more pristine state and not 
affected by development. Both were assessed 
habitat and fish and invertebrate surveys. The 
results showed consistently higher DO in Lost 
than Cow Bayou and more actual fish and 
invertebrate numbers in Lost River, but hig
species diversity for Cow Bayou. Texas Water 
Resources Institute gave an overview of the pro
“Fate and Transport of E. coli in Rural Texas 
Landscapes and Streams”. This project is fund
TSSWCB through a CWA §319(h) NPS Grant. The 
project begins to examine some of the research and 
development needs identified by the 
TCEQ/TSSWCB joint Task Force on
TMDLs; namely, seeking to better understand 
bacteria sources and transport mechanisms in ru
watersheds. Cedar Creek, which drains to the 
Navasota River in Robertson and Brazos Coun
will be the study watershed. The project objectives 
include 1) monitoring, demonstration and 
stakeholder education, 2) identification, 
characterization, and quantification of E.
through sanitary surveys, 3) collection of fecal 
samples from sources, 4) examination of surviv
growth, re-growth, and die-off of E. coli under 
different environmental conditions, 5) examinat
of re-suspension where a natural stream disturbance
will be replicated and water samples will be 
collected before and after disturbance to com

bacteria. More information is available at it 

ife 

xygen 

as 

 

n 
 

for 

River 

her 

ject 

ed by 

 Bacteria 

ral 

ties, 

 coli loads 

al, 

ion 
 

pare 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course will provide participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, 
and outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements 
of a WPP; data collection and analysis; and the 
tools available for plan development. The planning 
team, which includes TSSWCB staff, has finalized 
the course content and agenda and selected the most 
appropriate lecturers. The first course is scheduled 
for June 2008 in Bandera. More information is 
available at http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Concho River 
 
The Upper Colorado River Authority (UCRA) has 
been working to finish a draft of the Concho River 
WPP that will be circulated to Stakeholder 
Advisory Committee members and SWCDs for 
comment. UCRA will be meeting with SWCDs in 
the watershed in March and April to discuss the 
draft WPP. More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. 
This WPP has the potential to affect farming and 
livestock operations in the Concho River watershed 
in Coke, Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, 
Irion, Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, 
Schleicher, Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton 
Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
 
The City of Denton released the full draft WPP on 
March 11 for comment by the stakeholder 
committee. Comments should be submitted by April 
11. More information is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenviron
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mentalwater319grant.cfm. This WPP has the 
potential to affect farming and livestock operations 
in the Hickory Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
 
On February 29, Donna Long and Pamela Casebolt 
attended the Gilleland Creek TMDL 
Implementation Plan Education and Outreach Work 
Group meeting in Austin. The main topics of 
discussion were On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSF) 
and the Texas Watershed Steward Program 
workshop. The Work Group found the need to 
either develop or refine existing OSSF educational 
materials, such as Tex*A*Syst, and target both 
government officials and homeowners. The group 
also discussed how they could connect existing 
OSSFs to areas that have or will have central 
sewage collection systems. Ideas were generated on 
how to conduct the 45-minute work session 
available at the conclusion of the March 25 Texas 
Watershed Steward Program workshop to generate 
a grassroots group formation. Project leaders will 
conduct a brief overview of the Gilleland Creek 
TMDL and I-Plan then break out into small 
discussion groups. 
 
On March 25, nearly 90 citizens attended a Texas 
Watershed Steward workshop in Pflugerville to 
learn about local water quality issues, sources of 
water pollution, and ways to get involved in local 
watershed management efforts. The workshop was 
sponsored by TSSWCB, the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service, and the Lower Colorado River 
Authority in support of ongoing watershed 
management efforts in the Gilleland Creek 
watershed. The Texas Watershed Steward Program 
was developed by AgriLife Extension through 
CWA §319(h) NPS grants from the TSSWCB. 
Workshop participants learned about watershed 
systems, water quality regulation and monitoring, 
methods to improve water quality, and community-
driven watershed protection and management. The 
workshop also provided the basic knowledge and 
tools needed to form a watershed action group, 
participate in and organize local watershed 
activities, and become more involved in protecting 

and enhancing community water resources. More 
information about the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program is available at http://tws.tamu.edu. 
 
On March 28, Pamela Casebolt attended the 
Gilleland Creek TMDL Implementation Plan 
Education and Outreach Work Group meeting via 
conference call. The main topics of discussion were 
1) success of the Texas Watershed Steward 
workshop, 2) outcomes of the small group break out 
session from the workshop, and 3) assessing 
progress on completing I-Plan management 
measures. Following the March 25 Texas 
Watershed Steward workshop, LCRA facilitated 
several small group discussions where stakeholders 
talked about their vision for Gilleland Creek and 
what they can do to make a difference. The small 
groups acknowledged that growth was inevitable 
and there is a need to preserve and restore riparian 
areas. Education and participation will be essential 
to getting Gilleland Creek off the 303(d) list and 
keeping it off. The Education and Outreach work 
group reviewed the management measures in the 
draft I-Plan and how this work group can contribute 
and support the other work groups. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL 
will have limited affect on livestock operations in 
the Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
 
At their April 2 meeting, the TCEQ intends to 
consider publishing and soliciting public comment 
on An Implementation Plan for One TMDL for 
Dissolved Oxygen in Lake O' the Pines (Segment 
0403). More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and 
Implementation Plan affects poultry, dairy and 
forestry operations in the Lake O’ the Pines 
watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, 
Harrison and Marion Counties 
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Leon River 
 
On March 19, TCEQ approved publishing and 
soliciting public comment on One TMDL for 
Bacteria in the Leon River below Proctor Lake for 
Segment 1221. The public comment period is April 
4 through May 5. A public meeting to receive 
comments on the proposed TMDL is scheduled for 
April 17 in Hamilton. Comments not submitted at 
the public meeting must be provided in writing and 
must be received by the TCEQ no later than May 5. 
This TMDL is proceeding in tandem with the 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPP for the Leon River. 
More information on the TMDL project is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leonbacteria.html. Both this TMDL and the 
WPP will affect livestock operations in the Leon 
River watershed in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath 
and Hamilton Counties. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
 
On March 3 and 5, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt 
attended public meetings in Goliad and Karnes City 
on the Lower San Antonio River TMDL. This was 
the first series of meetings with stakeholders since 
work on this TMDL was resumed after the Bacteria 
TMDL Task Force concluded its work. An 
explanation of what a Load Duration Curve is was 
followed by a discussion of the bacteria load 
allocations for the River. Total required reductions 
from all potential sources range from 17.3-51.1% 
depending on flow condition and location along the 
153 mile segment. A presentation on the Upper San 
Antonio River Watershed Protection Plan was given 
as an example of what stakeholders could do to 
voluntarily collaborate to reduce loadings. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will 
likely affect livestock operations in the Lower San 
Antonio River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, 
Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
 

Peach Creek 
 
At their April 2 meeting, the TCEQ intends to 
consider publishing and soliciting public comment 
on One TMDL for Bacteria in Peach Creek 
(Segment 1803C). More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
 
At their April 2 meeting, the TCEQ intends to 
consider publishing and soliciting public comment 
on One TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in Upper 
Oyster Creek (Segment 1245). More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have no 
to limited affect on farming and livestock 
operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in 
Fort Bend County. 
 
Upper Trinity River 
 
On March 12, Donna Long attended a public 
meeting in Arlington on the Upper Trinity River 
TMDL. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/66-trinitybacteria.html. This TDML has the 
potential to affect livestock operations in the Upper 
Trinity River watershed in Dallas, Denton, Ellis, 
Henderson, Kaufman, Navarro and Tarrant 
Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• April 1 – Red River Authority Clean Rivers 

Program Steering Committee Meeting (Wichita 
Falls) 

• April 1 – Angelina and Neches River Authority 
Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee 
Meeting (Nacogdoches) 
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• April 2 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting regarding 
Peach Creek, Upper Oyster Creek and Lake O’ 
the Pines TMDLs (Austin) 

• April 2 – Texas Watershed Steward Program 
Workshop on Brady Creek (Brady) 

• April 10 – Monitoring Watershed Program 
Effectiveness (EPA Webcast) 

• April 10-11 – Texas Water and Recreation 
Summit (San Marcos) 

• April 15 – Peach Creek TMDL Public Comment 
meeting (Waelder) 

• April 16 – Galveston Bay Council (Pasadena) 
• April 16 – High-Resolution Monitoring in 

Aquatic Environments Technical Seminar 
(Austin) 
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• April 17 – Leon River TMDL Public Comment 
meeting (Hamilton) 

• April 18 – Pharmaceuticals in Animal Manure - 
Potential Impacts and Management II (NLPELC 
Webcast) 

• April 22 – Upper Oyster Creek TMDL Public 
Comment meeting (Sugar Land) 

• April 22 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work 
Group (Austin) 

• April 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee Meeting 
(Weslaco) 

• April 24 – Northeast Texas Municipal Water 
District Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee Meeting (Hughes Springs) 

• April 28-30 – Forecast: Climate Change - Texas 
Water 2008 Symposium (Austin) 

• April 29 – Lake O’ the Pines Implementation 
Plan Public Comment meeting (Hughes 
Springs) 

• April 30 – Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership Meeting (Dickinson) 

• April 30 – Trinity River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Dallas) 

• April 30 – Cedar Creek WPP Steering 
Committee Meeting (Kaufman) 

• May 1 – Houston-Galveston Area Council 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee 
(Houston) 

• May 8 – Plum Creek Steering Committee 
Meeting (Lockhart) 

• May 13 – NEMO Managing Urban Growth: 
Quality of Life and Environmental Issues in 
Plum Creek (Lockhart) 

• May 14 – Texas Watershed Steward Program 
Workshop on Bastrop Bayou (Angleton) 

• May 16 – Market Based Conservation – 
Implications for Future Management (NPLELC 
Webcast) 

 
 
COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE 
POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 
Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program.  More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
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CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

The Texas Draft Coastal Impact Assistance Plan 
was posted for public comment on the GLO CIAP 
Website for 30 days. The document was also 
provided to Minerals Management Service (MMS) 
for comment. Staff from the CIAP agencies are 
reviewing the comments and preparing the final 
plan. Upon approval of the Coastal Land Advisory 
Board and the Office of the Governor, the final plan 
will be sent to MMS, who has 120 days to review 
and approve the plan. Grant applications for 
individual projects will be submitted to MMS after 
the state plan has been approved. It is anticipated 
that state projects will be approved for funding 
before the end of the year. 

A total of $145.5 million in proposals was 
considered, but only $31.6 million in funding was 
available. The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/pdf/StatePlan
-FinalDraft10-26-07.pdf 

The 2008 CIAP program will begin in the near 
future. At least two public meetings will be held 
on the coast to present the program. Notification 
of public meetings and project solicitation will be 
posted on the GLO CIAP Website and sent to all 
2007 project nominees and Council and 
Executive Committee members. 
Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
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WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   
 
Staff Activities 

Provided the following SWCD with Water 
Enhancement Program Updates or Water 
Enhancement Program Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD Nolan County 
SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
Comal/ Guadalupe SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
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Program Activities  
•  4 Landowners assisted with Brush 

Contracts 
•  15 Landowners assisted with Brush 

Certifications 
• Assisted Glasscock SWCD with the training 

of full-time District Employee 
• Evaluate pending application from all 

projects 
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
• Assisted UCRA, Dr. Rainwater, and Dr. 

Fish in reviewing the monitoring sites on the 
paired watershed studies in the North 
Concho River Project 

• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 
Pedernales watersheds  that meet criteria for 
water enhancement cost share assistance and 
assess land owner participation 

• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assisted  U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar 
and Congressman Ben Thompson’s  office 
in reviewing potential areas to control 
Arundo Cane on the Rio Grande River  

• Assist Dr. Rainwater and Dr. Fish with maps 
of treated areas in the water enhancement 
projects throughout the State 

• Assisted Dr. Fish and CRMWA in 
reviewing the activities and progress of the 
Canadian River Salt Cedar Project 
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FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 

counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   
 
Statewide, 145 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $110 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  
 
NRCS has begun an O&M initiative mandated by 
their national office. This will include an O&M 
inspection, an estimate of needed O&M and 
associated costs, an estimated of needed major 
repairs and the repair cost, and a review of the 
hazard classification of all of the structures. These 
actions are scheduled for completion by May of this 
year. This initiative will provide an up-to-date 
estimate of O&M and repair costs needed in the 
program. Information from this initiative will be 
extremely useful in our budgeting process for the 
upcoming legislative session. 
 
The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htmThe fact sheets and other data from the 
watershed web may be used in working with your 
local watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam 
safety, and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 
 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. d. The proposed rules are scheduled to 
be published for public comment in July of 2008.  

 
 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER 
PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
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groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
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The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 

 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
• April 5th was the deadline for 

submission of the 2010-2011 SWCD 
Biennial Budget Request 

• 2008 allocations for Technical  
Service Provider grant funding will 
be distributed by May 1st

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m. in the Elm Room of the 
Radisson North Hotel in Austin, Wednesday, May 
14, 2008.  A formal State Board Meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for 8:00 a.m. in the Texas 
Capital on Thursday, May 15, 2008.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the March 20, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for May 15, 2008. To 
view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

Attachment Section Page 1144

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings


 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  March 2008 
 

2 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
2010 – 2011 SWCD Biennial Budget 
Request: 
On January 28th, the TSSWCB mailed instructions 
for completing and submitting the 2010 – 2011 
SWCD Biennial Budget Request.  This year the 
request will be completed electronically and the 
mailed instructions included a USERID and 
PASSWORD for each district to use in completing 
the form. The Budget Request Form and all 
instructions can be found through the following web 
address:http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/request  
The deadline for submission was April 5th. 
 
2008 Statewide District Technical Service 
Provider Funding 
On April 4th, the 2008 Statewide District Technical 
Service Provider Agreement was executed between 
the TSSWCB and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS).  This agreement 
provides $450,000 statewide to districts to assist 
NRCS with delivery of the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program in Texas.  District allocations 
will be distributed by May 1. 
 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following 
position; Engineering Technician IV in Hale Center.  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 

agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
 

 
 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
The 2008 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking FFA 
Area contests will be held during May.  Scheduled 
Area contests are as follows: Area IV and Area IX 
contest dates and locations are unknown.  
 

Area I  May 16--Amarillo 
Area II  May 16-17--Odessa 
Area III May 8--Brenham 
Area V  May 17--Frisco 
Area VI May 17--Gilmer 
Area VII May 13-- San Marcos 
Area VIII May 16-- Waco 
Area X  May 15—Kingsville 
 

 The theme for this year’s contest is “Water is Life” 
which correlates with the annual NACD Soil 
Stewardship program.   
 
SWCD District Director and Employee Program 
Development Workshop 
A workshop for district directors and interested 
district employees is scheduled for July 29-30, 
2008. A promotional flyer was sent to all districts 
on April 22. 
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Guidance Manual 
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The Water Quality Management Plan Program 
Guidance Manual is in draft form and has been 
submitted to the Regional Offices for review. 
  .  
SWCD Director Training Resource Project 
A specific link is being developed for the TSSWCB 
website to permit SWCDs to access district related 
training resource materials.  The target date of May 
8 has been postponed due to website technicalities.   
 
All materials used in current district director 
training workshops have been formatted into a 
uniform look.    The purpose of organizing this 
material into a Training Resources link will enable 
field staff to conduct director training on a localized 
basis as well as provide SWCDs to more easily 
access materials of specific interest on a as need 
basis following workshop training. 
 
Priority Education Funding Program 
Fifty-two SWCDs have asked for and received 
approval for funding priority education programs 
under the Priority Education Funding program.  
Districts, during this fiscal year have until August 1 
to make application for funding.  The program is 
offered to districts through the Association of Texas 
SWCDs public information/education program. 
 
Regional Wildlife Contests  
Regional Wildlife State Contest will be held May 
13, 2008 in San Angelo, Texas at the San Angelo 
State Park.  
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 

Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
The period for obligating cost-share funds will end 
on April 30, 2008.  Funds not obligated to a plan 
will revert to the State Board.  At their May, 2008 
meeting, the State Board will consider requests for 
supplemental funds from districts within each 
region.  The balance of funds will be transferred to 
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the Statewide Fund. Districts are making every 
effort to ensure that FY-06 funds are used prior to 
August 15, 2008 which is when they will revert to 
the state treasury. For more information on the 
Water Quality Management Program, please visit 
the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
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POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
 Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 

 
 

CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 

overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 82 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $16 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans.  
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas 
NPS Program annually. This report, Managing 
Nonpoint Source Pollution in Texas, highlights the 
State’s efforts during FY2007 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or 
prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and 
involve the public to improve and maintain the 
quality of water resources for current and future 
generations of Texans. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ 
staff have completed the report and submitted it to 
EPA. The 2007 Annual Report is available for 
distribution and electronically at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram 
under the heading Program Reports. 
 
Nueces Headwaters Stewardship 
Program Wins Environmental Award 
The Nueces River Authority has won a 2008 Texas 
Environmental Excellence Award (Education 
Category) for its Nueces Headwaters Stewardship 
Program. This education program, initiated and 
implemented with funding from a TSSWCB CWA 
§319(h) NPS Grant, was designed to raise the level of 
public awareness of nonpoint source pollution 
threatening headwater streams in the Nueces River 
basin and to encourage their protection. Through this 
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program Nueces River Authority educated thousands 
of students, landowners and recreational users on 
how their activities may contribute to degraded 
water quality and how they can do their part to 
protect the unique water quality and biological 
significance of Nueces River basin headwaters 
streams. Additionally, through the Up2U Campaign 
thousands of cubic yards of litter were kept out of 
the stream. For more information on this project, 
visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
nueces.   
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Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and 
Watershed Planning  
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 

A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 
TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the Board 
and Commission. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the programmatic 
mechanisms employed to develop and implement 
TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff continue to work 
with TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. The Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 3) 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement these 
directives. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. On July 19, 

Attachment Section Page 1148

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/nueces
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/nueces
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp


 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  March 2008 
 

6 

2007, the Board approved an operating budget for 
FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 to TMDL Program 
grants. Staff have obligated $886,728 through five 
contracts and are working with cooperating entities to 
develop workplans and budgets to obligate the 
remaining $313,766. 
 
EPA Region 6 TMDL Coordinators Workshop 
 
On April 15-16, Donna Long and Aaron Wendt attended 
an EPA Region 6 TMDL Coordinators meeting in 
Dallas. The purpose of the meeting was for the Region 6 
States and EPA to learn through sharing expertise, 
providing updated project information, strengthening the 
regional and national network and coordinating 
programs through addressing practical and applied 
solutions to complex TMDL issues. Goals accomplished 
as a result were the ability to network with the TMDL 
community on issues of common interest, identification 
of trends and challenges facing the States and EPA, and 
the ability to engage in problem-solving on several 
challenging TMDL issues. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state fee–
funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner agencies 
who conduct water quality monitoring and assessments 
in the 23 river and coastal basins in Texas. Each river or 
coastal basin is assigned to one of the designated CRP 
partner agencies. Each CRP partner agency has an 
established steering committee to set monitoring and 
assessment priorities within its basin. These committees 
bring together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed through 
regional solutions. The Texas Water Code requires the 
TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to coordinate 
monitoring and assessment activities with local SWCDs 
through the TSSWCB. The data generated by CRP 
partner agencies is used to identify significant long-term 
water quality trends and characterize water quality 
conditions. Each CRP partner agency develops and 
publishes an annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-
year Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted for 
the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.html. 
 

On April 1, Mitch Conine attended the Red River 
Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee 
Meeting in Wichita Falls. More information is available 
at http://www.rra.dst.tx.us/. 
 
On April 1, Mark Cochran attended the Angelina and 
Neches River Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee meeting in Nacogdoches. A presentation was 
made on the spread of giant salvinia, an invasive aquatic 
plant, and recent efforts to control small infestations in 
Lakes Palestine and Sam Rayburn. The draft 2008 Basin 
Highlights Report was distributed. The effects of the 
poultry industry on water quality were discussed, 
including the on-going court case in Oklahoma and 
various poultry litter composting programs. More 
information is available at http://www.anra.org/. 
 
On April 21, Loren Henley and Pamela Casebolt 
attended the Brazos River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Coordinated Monitoring meeting in Waco. 
Discussion focused on coordinating surface water 
quality monitoring activities for FY2009 among various 
entities collecting data in the Brazos River Basin. More 
information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/crpHome.asp. 
 
On April 22, Brian Koch attended the Sabine River 
Authority Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee 
meeting in Orange, which was the first of three in the 
basin. Other meetings were held April 23 in Longview 
and April 24 in Greenville. An overview of the Clean 
Rivers Program was given, along with a summary of the 
general water quality in the basin. Also, an update on the 
Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL was given. The last 
TMDL stakeholder meeting was in October 2007 and 
focused on the development of the I-Plan; another 
meeting is scheduled for June 2008. The regional 
wastewater study is about 50% complete and is 
examining taking many homes off of septic systems in 
response to the TMDL, which identified septics as a 
major source of pollution to Adams and Cow Bayous. 
Also discussed was the status of the Instream Flow 
study; there will be public meetings in Orange on May 6 
and 7. More information is available at 
http://www.sratx.org/srwmp/tcrp/default.asp. 
 
On April 24, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt attended 
the Northeast Texas Municipal Water District Clean 
Rivers Program Steering Committee and Coordinated 
Monitoring meetings in Hughes Springs. Topics of 
discussion included the status of the Lake O’ the Pines 
TMDL I-Plan, progress on the TSSWCB-funded project 
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examining the water quality effects of poultry litter 
application, progress on the development of the Caddo 
Lake WPP including action on aquatic invasive plants, a 
report on a site visit to the constructed wetlands at 
Richland-Chambers Reservoir, and an update on fish 
consumption advisories for Ellison Creek Reservoir. 
More information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/. 
 
On April 24, Brian Koch attended the San Antonio River 
Authority Clean Rivers Program Coordinated 
Monitoring meeting in San Antonio. Discussion focused 
on coordinating surface water quality monitoring 
activities for FY2009 among various entities collecting 
data in the San Antonio River Basin. More information 
is available at http://www.sara-
tx.org/site/water_quality/water_qual_mon/clean_rivers.h
tml. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance and, 
through the federal CWA §320, is included in the 
National Estuary Program administered by the EPA. The 
Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder advisory group 
that coordinates the implementation of the Galveston 
Bay Plan, which is a Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan developed under the auspices of the 
National Estuary Program. 
 
On April 16, Brian Koch attended the Galveston Bay 
Council meeting at Armand Bayou Nature Center in 
Pasadena. At this meeting, the proposed nominees for 
Council membership were approved for the 2008-2011 
term and forwarded to TCEQ for consideration. Also, 
FY2009 proposed GBEP projects, including funding for 
the Bastrop Bayou WPP, and a conference focusing on 
Sustainable Water Quality were presented and approved. 
There was a presentation by TCEQ on enforcement of 
permitted wastewater dischargers, of which there are 
over 1,000 in the area around Galveston Bay. The focus 
was on examining a trend in non-compliance beginning 
in 2003 through the first quarter of 2008, which showed 
the facilities were decreasing the number of non-
compliance reports and enforcement actions. Also, each 
subcommittee gave a report, and most included 
information on the proposed projects which were 
approved. There were several announcements, including 
the 2009 State of the Bay Symposium, which will be 
held in January 2009 in Galveston and the Sustainable 
Water Quality Conference in October 2008 in Houston. 
 

More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of the 
Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and silvicultural 
operations in watersheds that drain to Galveston Bay in 
Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, Harris and Liberty 
Counties. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that WPPs are 
adequately planned, coordinated and implemented and 
the results properly assessed and reported. To provide 
the needed training and promote sustainable proactive 
approaches to managing water quality throughout the 
state, this Short Course will provide participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, and 
outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a 
WPP; data collection and analysis; and the tools 
available for plan development. The planning team, 
which includes TSSWCB staff, has finalized the course 
content and agenda and selected the most appropriate 
lecturers. The first course is scheduled for June 2008 in 
Bandera. More information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
 
On April 9, Aaron Wendt participated in the Arroyo 
Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Work Group 
meeting via conference call. Topics discussed included 
the status of routine water quality monitoring efforts in 
the Arroyo, several special studies focused on examining 
the effects of cropland runoff, and an examination of 
water quality and fish population data collected by 
TPWD over the past several decades. 
 
On April 24, the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Steering 
Committee met in Weslaco to hear updates on the 
various projects implementing components of the WPP. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado watershed in 
Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
 
On April 8, John Foster, Brian Koch, Shari Johnson and 
Aaron Wendt attended an Elm and Sandies Creeks 
Bacteria Source Survey development meeting in Cuero. 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss known or 
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suspected sources contributing bacteria to the creeks. 
The project contractor then will conduct a watershed 
source survey to examine these sites and other 
characteristics of the watershed. The source survey, and 
this meeting to plan the survey, were recommendations 
made by the joint TSSWCB/TCEQ Bacteria TMDL 
Task Force for all bacteria TMDL projects. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
1-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks watershed in 
Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
 
On April 25, Pamela Casebolt participated in the 
Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Education and Outreach 
meeting via conference call. Discussion centered on 
progress in developing the education components of the 
I-Plan. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
9-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Gilleland 
Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granger 
 
On April 8, Pamela Casebolt and Lee Munz attended a 
Lake Granger WPP coordination meeting in Bartlett. 
TSSWCB met with the Little River-San Gabriel SWCD, 
Brazos River Authority and Texas AgriLife Research to 
get an update on the development of the Lake Granger 
WPP. Discussion included the San Gabriel Wastewater 
Master Plan, failing septic systems, prioritizing best 
management practices, grade stabilization structures, 
future funding, and a Texas Watershed Steward 
workshop scheduled for June 2008. A tentative 
stakeholder meeting is being planned for May 2008. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/gran
ger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in Williamson 
and Burnet Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on An Implementation Plan for One 
TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in Lake O' the Pines 
(Segment 0403). The public comment period is April 18 
through May 17. A public meeting to receive comments 

on the proposed TMDL was held April 29 in Hughes 
Springs. Comments not submitted at the public meeting 
must be provided in writing and must be received by the 
TCEQ no later than May 17. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/1
9-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and Implementation Plan 
affects poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake 
O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, 
Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Leon River 
 
On March 19, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in the Leon 
River below Proctor Lake (Segment 1221). The public 
comment period is April 4 through May 5. A public 
meeting to receive comments on the proposed TMDL 
was held April 17 in Hamilton; Pamela Casebolt, Mitch 
Conine, Don Brandenberger and Charlie Upchurch 
attended this meeting. Comments not submitted at the 
public meeting must be provided in writing and must be 
received by the TCEQ no later than May 5. This TMDL 
is proceeding in tandem with the TSSWCB-sponsored 
WPP for the Leon River. More information on the 
TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-leonbacteria.html. Both this TMDL and the WPP will 
affect livestock operations in the Leon River watershed 
in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
On April 1-2, Pamela Casebolt attended three Leon 
River WPP Farm and Ranch Focus Group meetings in 
Gatesville, Hamilton, and Comanche. The Groups were 
brought together to help direct how the Brazos River 
Authority should proceed with facilitating the 
development of the WPP. Discussion centered on 
stakeholder’s sentiments on the TMDL and how they 
would be critically involved in the development of the 
WPP, current monitoring data available and a proposed 
monitoring strategy. Stakeholders addressed a number of 
issues that were of concern or might enhance their 
everyday farming and ranching operations. Topics 
included from feral hog management, filter strips, ponds, 
septic systems, and alternative watering systems. 
 
On April 2, Pamela Casebolt attended a Leon River 
WPP Comanche/Erath Dairy Stakeholder Focus Group 
meeting in Comanche. The Group was brought together 
to help direct how the Brazos River Authority should 
proceed with facilitating the development of the WPP. 
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Discussion centered on stakeholder’s sentiments on the 
TMDL and how they would be critically involved in the 
development of the WPP, current monitoring data 
available and a proposed monitoring strategy, and 
education for permit holders as well as 3rd party manure 
applicators. 
 
On April 3, Pamela Casebolt attended a Leon River 
WPP City Stakeholder Focus Group meeting in 
Hamilton. The Group was brought together to help direct 
how the Brazos River Authority should proceed with 
facilitating the development of the WPP. Discussion 
centered on the implications of the TMDL, the Cities’ 
role in the WPP, current monitoring data available, and a 
proposed monitoring strategy. The Cities also discussed 
how they are working to improve their wastewater 
treatment facilities (conversion to UV or zero discharge), 
North Fort Hood connecting to Gatesville WWTF, 
implementing an aggressive sanitary sewer overflow 
plan, dead animal pickup, and future funding. 
 
On April 3, Pamela Casebolt attended a Leon River 
WPP County Stakeholder Focus Group meeting in 
Hamilton. The Group was brought together to help direct 
how the Brazos River Authority should proceed with 
facilitating the development of the WPP. Discussion 
centered on stakeholder’s sentiments on the TMDL, their 
role in the WPP process, current monitoring data 
available and a proposed monitoring strategy, education 
for recreational landowners, management of feral hogs, 
dead animal disposal, and failing septic systems. 
 
On April 3, Pamela Casebolt attended a Leon River 
WPP Landowner Stakeholder Focus Group meeting in 
Hamilton. The Group was brought together to help direct 
how the Brazos River Authority should proceed with 
facilitating the development of the WPP. Discussion 
centered on TMDL, the landowners role in the 
development of the WPP, current monitoring data 
available and a proposed monitoring strategy, various 
best management practices to be included in the WPP, 
and education. 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the TMDL for 
the Leon River. More information on the WPP project is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/leon
wpp. Both this TMDL and the WPP will affect livestock 
operations in the Leon River watershed in Comanche, 
Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton Counties. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 

 
At their May 7 meeting, the TCEQ intends to consider 
publishing and soliciting public comment on One TMDL 
for Bacteria in the Lower San Antonio River (Segment 
1901). More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will likely 
affect livestock operations in the Lower San Antonio 
River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, Refugio, DeWitt, 
Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Peach Creek 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in Peach 
Creek (Segment 1803C). The public comment period is 
April 18 through May 17. A public comment meeting to 
receive comments on the proposed TMDL was held 
April 15 in Waelder. Comments not submitted at the 
public meeting must be provided in writing and must be 
received by the TCEQ no later than May 17. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Peach Creek watershed in 
Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and Caldwell Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in 
Upper Oyster Creek (Segment 1245). The public 
comment period is April 18 through May 17. A public 
comment meeting to receive comments on the proposed 
TMDL was held April 22 in Sugar Land. Comments not 
submitted at the public meeting must be provided in 
writing and must be received by the TCEQ no later than 
May 17. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/2
5-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have no to limited 
affect on farming and livestock operations in the Upper 
Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• April 28-30 – Forecast: Climate Change - Texas 

Water 2008 Symposium (Austin) 
• April 29 – Lake O’ the Pines I-Plan Public Comment 

meeting (Hughes Springs) 
• April 30 – Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership 

Meeting (Dickinson) 
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• April 30 – Trinity River Authority Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee Meeting (Dallas) 

• April 30 – Cedar Creek WPP Steering Committee 
Meeting (Kaufman) 

• May 1 – Houston-Galveston Area Council Natural 
Resources Advisory Committee (Houston) 

• May 5 – TCEQ Surface Water Quality Standards 
Advisory Workgroup (Austin) 

• May 6 – Instream Flow Program for the Sabine 
River (Orange) 

• May 7 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting regarding Lower 
San Antonio River and Upper Coast Oyster Waters 
TMDLs (Austin) 

• May 7 – Instream Flow Program for the Sabine 
River (Orange) 

• May 8 – Plum Creek Steering Committee Meeting 
(Lockhart) 

• May 13 – NEMO Managing Urban Growth: Quality 
of Life and Environmental Issues in Plum Creek 
(Lockhart) 

• May 16 – Market Based Conservation – Implications 
for Future Management (NPLELC Webcast) 

• May 30 – Texas Watershed Steward Program 
Workshop on Bastrop Bayou (Lake Jackson) 

 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination 
Council, which administers the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
TSSWCB manages the agricultural and silvicultural 
portions of this program. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program was approved by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The Texas Coastal 
Management Program is administered by the Texas 
Coastal Coordination Council and staff of the Texas 
General Land Office. Section 6217 of the Coastal 

Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments requires 
each state with an approved Coastal Management 
Program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
The program must be submitted within 30 months 
of Coastal Management Program approval. As a 
result, the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
 
Program Activities 
The next CCC Executive Committee meeting is 
scheduled for May 15, 2008 in Austin. Meeting 
information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html 
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

Comments on the Texas Draft Coastal Impact 
Assistance Plan were received from the public and 
Minerals Management Service (MMS). Staff from 
the CIAP agencies are reviewing the comments and 
preparing the final plan. Upon approval of the 
Office of the Governor, the final plan will be sent to 
MMS who has 110 days to review and approve the 
plan. Grant applications for individual projects will 
be submitted to MMS after the state plan has been 
approved. It is anticipated that state projects will be 
approved for funding by early 2009. 
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 The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/pdf/StatePlan
-FinalDraft10-26-07.pdf 

The 2008 CIAP program should begin in May. At 
least two public meetings will be held on the coast 
to present the program. Notification of the meetings 
and project solicitation will be posted on the GLO 
CIAP Website and sent to all 2007 project nominees 
and Council and Executive Committee members. 
Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
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CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 25, 2008 by 
5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is 
optional and is only necessary if written comments 
are desired.) The full application is due October 15, 
2008 by 5:00 p.m. 

Five grant workshops will be on the coast to help 
potential applicants through the guidance document 
and application package. All potential applicants 
were strongly encouraged to attend the workshops. 

Information on this grant program is available 
online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.
html

 

WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
REPORT 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Supply Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 

These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of water supply enhancement projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Board.   
 
Staff Activities 

Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Supply Enhancement Program Updates or 
Water Supply Enhancement Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD 
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
Comal/ Guadalupe SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
   
  

•   4 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 
Enhancement Contracts 

 
•   15 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 

Enhancement Certifications 
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• Assisted Glasscock SWCD with the training 
of full-time District Employee 

 
• Evaluate pending application from all 

projects 
 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 

 
• Assisted UCRA, Dr. Rainwater, and Dr. 

Fish in reviewing the monitoring sites on the 
paired watershed studies in the North 
Concho River Project 

 
• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 

Pedernales watersheds that meet criteria for 
water enhancement cost share assistance and 
assess land owner participation 

 
• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 

reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

 
• Assisted  U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar 

and Congressman Ben Thompson’s  office 
in reviewing potential areas to control 
Arundo Cane on the Rio Grande River  

 
• Assist Dr. Rainwater and Dr. Fish with maps 

of treated areas in the water enhancement 
projects throughout the State 

 
• Assisted Dr. Fish and CRMWA in 

reviewing the activities and progress of the 
Canadian River Salt Cedar Project 
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FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 

dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   
 
Statewide, 145 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $110 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  
 
The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 
http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htmThe fact sheets and other data from the 
watershed web may be used in working with your 
local watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam 
safety, and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 
 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules; the goal is to have them posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 28, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. A public 
meeting on the proposed rules will be held in 
August, 2008. The revised rules should be effective 
January, 2009. 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  
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• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 
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Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 

law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 

 
 

Attachment Section Page 1156



TEXAS STATE SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION BOARD 

 

Monthly Program News and Activities 
4311 South 31st Street, Suite 125, Temple, Texas 76502 

P.O. Box 658, Temple, Texas (254) 773-2250 
 

         http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us
May 2008 

 
 

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  May 2008 
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• Five Percent Administration payments for 2008 
obligated Water Quality Management Plans 
were disbursed on May 1. 

• May 15 was the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Matching Fund Grant claims for 2/3 of 2008 
SWCD allocations. 

• July 1 is the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Director Mileage & Per Diem Grant claims for 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Quarters of 2008. 

 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m. at the Drury Inn in 
Amarillo, Texas, on Wednesday, July 16, 2008.  A 
formal State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 a.m. at the Drury Inn in Amarillo, Texas, 
on Thursday, July 17, 2008.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the May 15, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for July 17, 2008. To 
view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 

Five Percent Administration payments for 2008 
obligated Water Quality Management Plans 
were disbursed on May 1. 
 
May 15 was the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Matching Fund Grant claims for 2/3 of 2008 
SWCD allocations. 
 
July 1 is the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Director Mileage & Per Diem Grant claims for 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Quarters of 2008. 

 
 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following 
positions; Engineering Technician IV in Hale 
Center and Natural Resource Specialist IV in 
Harlingen. 
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
The meeting will be in the Galveston Island 
Convention Center. 

Rooms have been blocked at the Galveston Island 
Hilton and the Holiday Inn Resort on the Beach. 
The Hilton may be contacted at 409-744-5000 and 
the Holiday Inn may contacted at 409-740-3581. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.   
  
 

 
 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest— The 
2008 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking FFA area 
contests were held during May.  
 
Both the first and second place area winners will 
compete for the first place state award at the annual 
FFA convention which will be held in Lubbock in 
July.  All first place area winners receive a $500.00 
scholarship.  The state winner will receive a 
$1,000.00 scholarship.  
For more information on Area Winners contact 
Clyde Gottschalk. 
 
The theme for this year’s contest is “Water is Life” 
which correlates with the annual NACD Soil 
Stewardship program.   
 
SWCD District Director and Employee Program 
Development Workshop 
A workshop for district directors and interested 
district employees is scheduled for July 29-30, 
2008. The workshop will be held at the LaQuinta 
Inn in Belton  
 
Water Quality Management Plan Program 
Guidance Manual 
The Water Quality Management Plan Program 
Guidance Manual is in final draft form and is 
currently being reviewed.  
 
. 
  .  
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Priority Education Funding Program 
Sixty One SWCDs have asked for and received 
approval for funding priority education programs 
under the Priority Education Funding program.  
Districts, during this fiscal year have until August 1 
to make application for funding.  The program is 
offered to districts through the Association of Texas 
SWCDs public information/education program 
 
Regional Wildlife Contests  
The Wildlife Alliance for Youth state contest was 
held May 13 at the San Angelo State Park.  Fifty-
three FFA teams (100 students) and nine 4-H teams 
(30 students) participated in the event.  Ranking 1st 
place in the FFA competition was Dalton Ervin 
from the Weimar FFA chapter.  He scored a total of 
135 points in the competition.  The Weimar FFA 
Chapter also ranked first among the 53 teams 
competing.  Reagan Noland of the Wall FFA 
chapter ranked 2nd place with a score of 134 points 
and Jacob Hamby of Canadian ranked in third place 
with a score of 131 points.  The FFA team ranking 
second in the state competition was the Canadian 
chapter.  Ranking third place in the event was the 
Ingram FFA chapter. 
High point individual in the 4-H division was Keid 
Williams of the Idalou 4-H chapter.  He scored a 
total of 125 points.  Ranking second was Hunter 
Westbrook of the Red River County 4-H with a 
total score of 121 points.  Cody Harman of the Red 
River 4-H placed third with an overall score of 99 
points.  4-H chapters placing first, second and third 
place in the contest in respective order are the Red 
River County 4-H, Montague County 4-H and the 
Harris County 4-H. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 

the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
The period for obligating cost-share funds ended on 
April 30, 2008.  Funds not obligated to a plan 
reverted to the State Board on May 1, 2008.   At 
their May, 2008 meeting, the State Board 
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considered and approved requests for supplemental 
funds from districts within each region.  The 
balance of funds was transferred to the Statewide 
Fund for further reallocations. 
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Districts are making every effort to ensure that FY-
06 funds are used prior to August 15, 2008 which is 
when they will revert to the state treasury. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 
 

 
 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office will soon send out a 
letter and checklist to poultry producers to remind 
them TSSWCB will soon be conducting inspections 
of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are 
meeting all the necessary requirements.  In addition, 
existing WQMPs are being reviewed and updated 
and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms. 
 
Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher this fiscal year than past years.  
Due to increasing number of farms and increasing 
overall population and increased awareness and 
availability of the complaint processes to the public, 
this trend will probably continue.  TSSWCB is 
actively working with producers, the industry, and 

other agencies to minimize negative effects to 
neighbors from poultry farms. 
 
Another poultry CAFO producer meeting is 
scheduled for June 2008 for turkey growers in the 
Waco area.  The meeting will be the same as the six 
meetings held earlier this year for chicken growers. 
 
All TSSWCB staff working with poultry issues are 
scheduled to meet in Temple in July 2008 to discuss 
overall coordination and implementation of the 
Poultry Program. 
 
Related Activities 
The Soil & Water Conservation Society will hold 
their annual meeting in Nacogdoches at the 
Fredonia Hotel June 12, 2008 with discussions and 
tours involving forestry and the poultry industry. 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 

 
 

CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided 
through the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to states for the development and 
implementation of each state’s nonpoint source 
management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an 
overview of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status 
and major ongoing activities. 
 
FY2001 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 82 ongoing §319(h) grant-funded 
projects addressing a wide array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Federal funds totaling $16 
million are primarily being used to address NPS 
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pollution from animal feeding operations, prevent 
atrazine runoff, provide technical assistance, implement 
best management practices, support various NPS 
outreach/education programs, develop and implement 
Watershed Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program Funding Allocation 
The FY2008 CWA §319(h) funding allocation for EPA 
is $200,857,000 nationally, up from $199,278,000 in 
FY2007. The TSSWCB’s FY2008 §319(h) program 
allocation is $4,578,700. This is an increase of $13,800 
from the FY2007 allocation (excluding the additional 
allocation we received for past exemplary grant 
management).  
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program Request for Proposals 
The FY2008 Request for Proposals was published in the 
Texas Register on December 7th, posted on the 
TSSWCB’s website and e-mailed to all soil and water 
conservation and cooperating entities in our contact list. 
The deadline for proposals was February 1, 2008. The 
TSSWCB received 18 proposals requesting a total of 
$7,549,471 in federal funds. Staff is currently working 
with applicants to revise project workplans that were 
selected for funding and also notifying the applicants 
that were denied funding.  
 
FY2007 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS 
Program annually. This report, Managing Nonpoint 
Source Pollution in Texas, highlights the State’s efforts 
during FY2007 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint 
source pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources for 
current and future generations of Texans. The 2007 
Annual Report was mailed to all soil and water 
conservation districts in April and can be accessed  at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram 
under the heading Program Reports.  
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Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and 
Watershed Planning  
 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS AND 
WATERSHED PLANNING 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
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guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 
TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the Board 
and Commission. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the programmatic 
mechanisms employed to develop and implement 
TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff continue to work 
with TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA. 
The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. The Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 3) 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. TSSWCB staff 
continues to work with TCEQ staff to implement these 
directives. Specifically, staff has now completed a full 
draft of the revised TMDL guidance document and is 
working with TCEQ staff to resolve outstanding issues 
and move this project to conclusion and publish the 
document. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. On July 19, 
2007, the Board approved an operating budget for 
FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 to TMDL Program 
grants. Staff have obligated $886,728 through five 
contracts and are working with cooperating entities to 
finalize workplans and budgets to obligate the remaining 
$313,766. 
 

Surface Water Quality Standards Triennial Review 
 
On May 5, John Foster, Donna Long, Mitch Conine and 
Aaron Wendt attended the fifth meeting of the TCEQ 
Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Workgroup 
in Austin. Major revisions to the Standards are being 
drafted, including the establishment of numeric nutrient 
criteria for reservoirs and modifications to contact 
recreation use and bacteria criteria. Primary discussion at 
this meeting focused on 1) draft rule language related to 
recreational uses and bacteria criteria, and 2) 
implementation of whole effluent toxicity testing, which 
is a topic not germane to TSSWCB programs. 
 
Proposed language will create more options in 
designated uses, changing from two categories of 
recreation use (contact and noncontact) to four 
categories (primary contact 1, primary contact 2, 
secondary, and noncontact). These different categories 
of use would apply different numeric bacteria criteria 
based on more appropriate risk levels. Proposed 
language would change the presumed use of contact 
recreation, which is now applied to all waterbodies 
without distinction, to a presumed use that is based on 
the characteristics of the stream (i.e., a major river with 
perennial flow, a small stream with perennial pools, or 
intermittent streams). Proposed language removes the 
use of the outdated fecal coliform indicator as an 
alternative indicator to E. coli or Enterococcus. Proposed 
language clarifies that standards attainment (listing as 
impaired on the 303(d) List) will be based only on the 
geometric mean (average), relegating the singe sample 
maximum criteria to be used only for swimmer safety 
notification programs and wastewater permit 
compliance. The geometric mean is a more appropriate 
methodology for assessing the long-term health of a 
waterbody. 
 
TCEQ accepted comments on the draft rule language 
through May 27; TSSWCB staff submitted comments 
focused on the proposed revisions to the bacteria 
standards. Comments will be incorporated and the draft 
rule (Standards) will be proposed in the Texas Register 
for public comment. TCEQ adoption of any changes to 
the Standards is not expected until mid-2009. EPA must 
also approve any changes. More information on this 
Standards review process is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality/stak
eholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
EPA Region 6 Workshop to Address Monitoring 
Concepts for Better WPPs 
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On May 19-21, Donna Long and Aaron Wendt 
participated in the EPA Region 6 Workshop to Address 
Monitoring Concepts for Better WPPs in Dallas. The 
workshop was designed to facilitate a better 
understanding of what data is needed to effectively 
develop WPPs and to document implementation 
successes. Participants in the workshop included 
technical program managers and staff from various 
monitoring/assessment, TMDL, nonpoint source and 
standards programs from EPA and the five states in the 
Region. Each of the States presented information on 
WPPs they believed had achieved successes as well as 
those in which they had shortfalls. Several national 
monitoring experts were brought in to present watershed 
restoration achievements and challenges they had 
overcome. EPA is particularly interested in where to best 
focus nonpoint source efforts and monitoring in order to 
most effectively improve water quality. Overall goals of 
this workshop were to examine data shortfalls, share 
information on adaptations states are using to bridge 
these data gaps, identify successful approaches that 
might be adopted in order to support watershed-based 
planning and implementation, and finally, to frame 
issues for further discussion and follow up. 
 
Association of State and Interstate Water Pollution 
Control Administrators 
 
On May 13, Aaron Wendt participated in an ASIWPCA 
Monitoring Task Force conference call on Bacterial 
Source Tracking (BST). Scientists from EPA and 
various States discussed the state of the science and 
progress made in utilizing BST in bacteria TMDLs 
across the nation. Participants compared and contrasted 
various BST methodologies and discussed the costs of 
using BST. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state fee–
funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner agencies 
who conduct water quality monitoring and assessments 
in the 23 river and coastal basins in Texas. Each river or 
coastal basin is assigned to one of the designated CRP 
partner agencies. Each CRP partner agency has an 
established steering committee to set monitoring and 
assessment priorities within its basin. These committees 
bring together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed through 

regional solutions. The Texas Water Code requires the 
TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to coordinate 
monitoring and assessment activities with local SWCDs 
through the TSSWCB. The data generated by CRP 
partner agencies is used to identify significant long-term 
water quality trends and characterize water quality 
conditions. Each CRP partner agency develops and 
publishes an annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-
year Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted for 
the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.html. 
 
On April 30, Loren Henley, Lee Munz and Aaron Wendt 
attended the Trinity River Authority CRP Steering 
Committee meeting in Dallas. Discussion centered on 
various educational materials and informative tools that 
are in development, including videos demonstrating 
water quality monitoring techniques. Also, there was an 
update on the development status of the Trinity River 
Information Management System (TRIMS). TRIMS 
provides landowners and other stakeholder with an 
outreach and planning tool for supporting land 
conservation and habitat restoration decisions in the 
Trinity River Basin by providing web-based data access 
and baseline support for projects. Additionally, NRCS 
discussed the status of floodwater control structures 
throughout the Trinity River Basin. Nearly half of all 
floodwater control structures, authorized under programs 
administered by NRCS, are in the Trinity River Basin. 
More information is available at 
http://www.trinityra.org/. 
 
Riparian Assessment Workshop 
 
On May 6-7, Pamela Casebolt and Loren Henley 
participated in a riparian assessment workshop in 
Uvalde. The seminar was designed to teach methods for 
assessing the proper functioning condition of riparian 
areas. Participants learned about basic riparian dynamics 
with an emphasis on the interaction of hydrology-
vegetation-erosion/deposition. The workshop included 
one day of classroom instruction followed by one day in 
the field applying the methodology to riparian areas 
along the Nueces River. 
 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Eighteen TMDLs for Bacteria in 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous and Tributaries (Segments 
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1013, 1013A, 1013C, 1014, 1014A, 1014B, 1014E, 
1014H, 1014K, 1014L, 1014M, 1014N, 1014O, 1017, 
1017A, 1017B, 1017D, and 1017E). The public 
comment period is June 6 through July 5. A public 
comment meeting to receive comments on the proposed 
TMDL is scheduled for June 9 in Houston. Comments 
not submitted at the public meeting must be provided in 
writing and must be received by the TCEQ no later than 
July 5. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/2
2-buffalobayou.html. This TMDL will have limited to 
no affect on livestock operations in the Buffalo and 
Whiteoak Bayous watershed in Harris, Fort Bend and 
Waller Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
 
On April 30, Loren Henley, Lee Munz and Aaron Wendt 
attended a Cedar Creek Watershed Partnership Steering 
Committee meeting in Kaufman. Workgroups 
(Agricultural, Wastewater, and Education/Outreach) 
broke out and discussed the feasibility, costs, and 
effectiveness of different best management practices to 
be included in the WPP. A draft of the full WPP 
document is anticipated in early summer. 
 
On May 7, Lee Munz met with the Kaufman-Van Zandt 
SWCD to discuss WQMPs and the implementation of 
those best management practices discussed at the April 
30 stakeholder meeting. Targeted areas across the 
watershed were identified for priority implementation. 
Funding for WQMP development and best management 
practice implementation will be provided through a 
TSSWCB CWA §319(h) NPS grant to the SWCD. 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect agricultural 
operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in Henderson, 
Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt Counties. 
 
Clear Creek 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Nine TMDLs for Bacteria in Clear 
Creek and Tributaries (Segments 1101, 1101B, 1101D, 
1102, 1102A, 1102B, 1102C, 1102D, and 1102E). The 
public comment period is June 6 through July 5. A 
public comment meeting to receive comments on the 
proposed TMDL is scheduled for June 11 in League 
City. Comments not submitted at the public meeting 
must be provided in writing and must be received by the 
TCEQ no later than July 5. More information is 

available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
8-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have limited 
to no affect on livestock operations in the Clear Creek 
watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and Fort Bend 
Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
 
On April 30, Brian Koch attended the Dickinson Bayou 
Watershed Partnership meeting in Dickinson. There was 
considerable discussion about the status of sunken 
barges in the bayou. Funding has been secured to 
remove four barges at this time and additional monies 
are being sought. The Education and Outreach 
Workgroup is working on “branding” the Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership. Currently there is a 
“logo” contest being conducting with 4th grade students 
at Hughes Elementary School. The Partnership will then 
take the winning logo “concept” to a graphic artist for 
detail work. The Flooding and Stormwater Workgroup is 
working on a Bottom Land Restoration project. The 
Recreation Workgroup is working to develop a project to 
identify and develop pocket parks throughout the 
watershed TCEQ discussed progress made with the 
bacteria TMDL for Dickinson Bayou. More than half of 
the water quality monitoring sites show bacterial levels 
that exceed the standard more than 80% of the time. The 
TMDL modeling should be completed by 2010. There is 
interest in collecting targeted samples from the wildlife 
park and the wastewater treatment facilities in the 
watershed. A rough draft of the WPP had been 
completed and the final WPP should be complete by late 
summer. This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going Dickinson Bayou bacteria and dissolved oxygen 
TMDLs. 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Two TMDLs Dissolved Oxygen in 
Dickinson Bayou (Segments 1103 and 1104). The public 
comment period is June 6 through July 5. A public 
comment meeting to receive comments on the proposed 
TMDL is scheduled for June 12 in Dickinson. 
Comments not submitted at the public meeting must be 
provided in writing and must be received by the TCEQ 
no later than July 5. This TMDL is proceeding in tandem 
with the on-going Dickinson Bayou WPP. 
 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/1
7-dickinson.html. More information on the WPP is 
available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the 
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WPP and the TMDL have the potential to affect farming 
and ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Galveston Bay 
 
On May 7, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Six TMDLs for Bacteria in Waters of 
the Upper Gulf Coast (Segments 2421, 2422, 2423, 
2424, 2432, and 2439). These TMDLs focus on 
protecting oyster harvesting waters in the Galveston Bay 
system, including East Bay, West Bay, Chocolate Bay 
and Trinity Bay. The public comment period is May 23 
through June 21. Two public meetings to receive 
comments on the proposed TMDL are scheduled for 
June 9 in Clear Lake and June 11 in Hankamer. 
Comments not submitted at the public meetings must be 
provided in writing and must be received by the TCEQ 
no later than June 21. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/7
4-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL will have limited 
to no affect on livestock operations around the Galveston 
Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, Galveston and 
Brazoria Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
 
On May 19, Pamela Casebolt attended the Gilleland 
Creek TMDL I-Plan Natural Resource Management 
Work Group meeting in Austin. Discussion centered on 
current funding programs available in the watershed, 
such as the Creekside Conservation Program (funded 
through a CWA §319(h) grant from TSSWCB) and the 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program (U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service), which provide technical and financial 
assistance to help implement best management practices 
to restore riparian areas. Progress was made in 
developing the natural resource component of the I-Plan. 
 
On May 30, Pamela Casebolt attended the Gilleland 
Creek TMDL I-Plan Education and Outreach Work 
Group meeting in Austin. Discussion centered on 
progress in developing the education components of the 
I-Plan. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
9-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Gilleland 
Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granger 

 
On May 13, Pamela Casebolt and Lee Munz attended the 
Lake Granger WPP agricultural producer Work Group 
meeting in Granger. Discussion centered on the history 
of Lake Granger; results from bathymetric surveys 
conducted in 1995, 2002, and 2007; and concerns and 
priorities within the watershed. 
 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service will hold a Texas 
Watershed Steward (TWS) training on June 10 in 
Georgetown. The workshop will focus on the Lake 
Granger watershed. Participants can register online at 
http://tws.tamu.edu. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/gran
ger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in Williamson 
and Burnet Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on An Implementation Plan for One 
TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in Lake O' the Pines 
(Segment 0403). The public comment period was April 
18 through May 17. A public meeting to receive 
comments on the proposed TMDL was held April 29 in 
Hughes Springs. Comments not submitted at the public 
meeting must have been received by the TCEQ by May 
17. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/1
9-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and Implementation Plan 
affect poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake 
O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, 
Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Leon River 
 
On March 19, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in the Leon 
River below Proctor Lake (Segment 1221). The public 
comment period was April 4 through May 5. A public 
meeting to receive comments on the proposed TMDL 
was held April 17 in Hamilton; Pamela Casebolt, Mitch 
Conine, Don Brandenberger and Charlie Upchurch 
attended this meeting. Comments not submitted at the 
public meeting must have been received by the TCEQ 
by May 5. This TMDL is proceeding in tandem with the 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPP for the Leon River. More 
information on the TMDL project is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
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4-leonbacteria.html. Both this TMDL and the WPP will 
affect livestock operations in the Leon River watershed 
in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
 
On May 7, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in the 
Lower San Antonio River (Segment 1901). The public 
comment period is May 23 through June 21. A public 
meeting to receive comments on the proposed TMDL 
was held May 28 in Goliad. Comments not submitted at 
the public meeting must be provided in writing and must 
be received by the TCEQ no later than June 21. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Lower San Antonio River 
watershed in Karnes, Goliad, Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, 
Victoria, and Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Matagorda Bay 
 
On May 20, Brian Koch attended the Freshwater for a 
Healthy Matagorda Bay Forum in Bay City. This 
program was focused on freshwater inflows into the 
Matagorda Bay system, but not including East 
Matagorda Bay. The concern is how current and future 
growth will impact water resources that are necessary for 
bay health. Some of the items discussed included Senate 
Bills 2 and 3, the LCRA-SAWS project, and water 
rights. A Regional Work Group of local stakeholders 
will be formed to identify strategies to implement 
freshwater inflows. 
 
Peach Creek 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in Peach 
Creek (Segment 1803C). The public comment period 
was April 18 through May 17. A public comment 
meeting to receive comments on the proposed TMDL 
was held April 15 in Waelder. Comments not submitted 
at the public meeting must have been received by the 
TCEQ no later than May 17. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Peach Creek watershed in 
Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and Caldwell Counties. 
 

Plum Creek 
 
On May 8, Brian Koch, Pamela Casebolt and Aaron 
Wendt attended the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
Steering Committee meeting in Lockhart. Updates on 
funding proposals submitted by the Caldwell-Travis 
SWCD and AgriLife Extension to TSSWCB and the 
City of Kyle to TCEQ for CWA §319(h) NPS Grants 
were provided. There was significant discussion on feral 
hog management, including outcomes from recent 
workshops in the area. GBRA announced they received 
funding from the Texas Water Development Board to 
conduct a Regional Feasibility Study for Water and 
Wastewater Services. GBRA also provided an update on 
outreach and education activities being conducted 
through a TCEQ grant. Additionally, GBRA reported on 
the highly successful clean-up of several road/creek 
crossings along Plum Creek. Over 7 tons of appliances, 
tires, construction debris and household trash was 
removed from 6 sites. Finally, TPWD reported on an 
investigation into the cause of a February 2008 fish kill 
on Plum Creek. After extensive site investigation and 
water quality data analysis, the cause remains unknown. 
It was suggested that because the fish kill was first 
reported to officials over 4 days after it was observed, 
the timeframe was too great to gather data to understand 
the cause of this particular fish kill. 
 
On May 13, Brian Koch attended the Nonpoint Source 
Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO) Workshop on 
Managing Urban Growth in Lockhart. This training was 
targeted to cities in the Plum Creek watershed, and 
managing urban growth to benefit quality of life and the 
environment. The training included presentations on 
land trusts, regional perspectives on growth and 
sustainability, and planning and implementation. More 
information on NEMO is available at http://www.urban-
nature.org/landuse/landuse.htm. 
 
More information is available at http://pcwp.tamu.edu/. 
This WPP will affect livestock and farming operations in 
the Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays 
Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
 
On April 2, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in 
Upper Oyster Creek (Segment 1245). The public 
comment period was April 18 through May 17. A public 
comment meeting to receive comments on the proposed 
TMDL was held April 22 in Sugar Land. Comments not 
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submitted at the public meeting must have been received 
by the TCEQ no later than May 17. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/2
5-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have no to limited 
affect on farming and livestock operations in the Upper 
Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• May 28 – Concho River WPP Meeting with 

Affected SWCDs (San Angelo) 
• May 28 – Lower San Antonio River TMDL Public 

Comment Meeting (Goliad) 
• May 29 – Brady Creek WPP Stakeholder Meeting 

(Melvin) 
• May 30 – Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Outreach 

and Education Work Group (Austin) 
• May 30 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 

Bastrop Bayou (Lake Jackson) 
• June 2-6 – Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 

(Bandera) 
• June 2 – Lake Houston TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 

(Kingwood) 
• June 3 – Lake Houston TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 

(Cleveland) 
• June 4 - Assessing the Effectiveness of Municipal 

Stormwater Programs (EPA Webcast) 
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• June 4 – Lake Houston TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 
(Humble) 

• June 5 – Lake Houston TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 
(Woodlands) 

• June 9 – Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous TMDL 
Public Comment Meeting (Houston) 

• June 9 – Upper Coast Oyster Waters TMDL Public 
Comment Meeting (Clear Lake) 

• June 10-11 – From Grant Seeking to Grant Winning 
Workshop (San Antonio) 

• June 10 – Upper Trinity River TMDL Stakeholder 
Meeting (Irving) 

• June 10 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 
Lake Granger (Georgetown) 

• June 11 – Upper Coast Oyster Waters TMDL Public 
Comment Meeting (Hankamer) 

• June 11 – Clear Creek TMDL Public Comment 
Meeting (League City) 

• June 12 – Lake Houston TMDL Stakeholder 
Meeting (Conroe) 

• June 12 – Dickinson Bayou TMDL Public Comment 
Meeting (Dickinson) 

• June 12 – Wharton Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (Columbus) 

• June 17-18 – From Grant Seeking to Grant Winning 
Workshop (Floresville) 

• June 19 – Cedar Creek WPP Stakeholder Meeting 
(Kaufman) 

• June 20 – Nutrient Management for Small-Scale 
Farms (NLPELC Webcast) 

• June 23 – Elm and Sandies Creeks TMDL 
Stakeholder Meeting (Pilgrim) 

• June 23-25 –National Workshop to Advance State 
TMDL Programs (Shepherdstown, WV) 

• June 24 – Atascosa River TMDL Stakeholder 
Meeting (Pleasanton) 

• June 24 – Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholder Meeting 
(TBD) 

• June 24 – Clean Water State Revolving Fund: 
Tapping its Untapped Potential Workshop (Dallas) 

• June 24 – Buck Creek WPP Field Day (Wellington) 
• June 26 – Oso Creek TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 

(Corpus Christi) 
 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
 

Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ 
Coastal Coordination Council, which administers 
the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program. The TSSWCB manages the 
agricultural and silvicultural portions of this 
program. The Texas Coastal Management Program 
was approved by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on January 
10, 1997. The Texas Coastal Management Program 
is administered by the Texas Coastal Coordination 
Council and staff of the Texas General Land Office. 
Section 6217 of the Coastal Zone Act 
Reauthorization Amendments requires each state 
with an approved Coastal Management Program to 

Attachment Section Page 1167

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-oystercreek.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-oystercreek.html


develop a federally approvable program to control 
coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. The 
program must be submitted within 30 months of 
Coastal Management Program approval. As a result, 
the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
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Program Activities 
The next CCC meeting is scheduled for June 26, 
2008 in Port Arthur. Meeting information can be 
found at http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

In January 2008, the draft Texas Coastal Impact 
Assistance (CIAP) Plan was submitted for review to 
Minerals Management Service (MMS). The GLO 
staff is reviewing MMS’ comments on the proposed 
projects and is preparing the final plan for submittal 
to the Office of the Governor. Upon acceptance, the 
final plan will be sent to MMS who has 110 days to 
review and approve the final plan. Grant 
applications for individual projects will be 
submitted to MMS after the state plan has been 
approved. It is anticipated that state projects will be 
approved for funding by early 2009. 

A meeting of the Coastal Land Advisory Board was 
held on May 13, 2008. At that time, the Board 

provided guidance to CIAP staff as to the 2008 
State CIAP Program. Public meetings will be held 
in Harlingen, Corpus Christi, and Houston to 
present the program to the general public. Meeting 
details and grant applications will be posted on the 
GLO CIAP Website and sent to all 2007 project 
nominees and Council and Executive Committee 
members. The time frame for accepting project 
applications is tentatively set for June 1, 2008 
through July 16, 2008. 

 The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
 
CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 25, 2008 by 
5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is 
optional and is only necessary if written comments 
are desired.) The full application is due October 15, 
2008 by 5:00 p.m. 

Five grant workshops were held on the coast in May 
to help potential applicants through the guidance 
document and application package. 

Information on this grant program is available 
online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.ht
ml
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WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
REPORT 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Supply Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of water supply enhancement projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Board.   
 
Staff Activities 

Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Supply Enhancement Program Updates or 
Water Supply Enhancement Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  

 
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Pecos County SWCD 
 Middle Clear Fork SWCD 
 Midland SWCD  
 Trans Pecos SWCD  
 Sandhills SWCD 

Howard County SWCD   
 

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
Comal/ Guadalupe SWCD 
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Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 

   
  

•   Landowners assisted with 9 Water Supply 
Enhancement Program  Contracts 

 
•   Landowners assisted with 11 Water Supply 

Enhancement Program Certifications 
 

•  Evaluate pending application from all 
projects 

 
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
 

• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 
Pedernales watersheds  that meet criteria for 
water enhancement cost share assistance and 
assess land owner participation 

 
• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 

reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

 
• Assist Dr. Rainwater and Dr. Fish with maps 

of treated areas in the water enhancement 
projects throughout the State 

 
• Planning Lake Kickapoo water enhancement 

project 
 

• Preparing for Red River Authority annual 
meeting 

 
• Assist Sen. Wentworth office in developing 

Guadalupe Watershed project 
 

•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 
of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 
and other Corp lakes 

 
• Assist Reed Stewart with Concho River 

Watershed Protection Plan 
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FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   
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Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The goal is to have them posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 28, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. A public 
meeting on the proposed rules will be held in 
August, 2008. The revised rules should be effective 
January, 2009.  

Tuesday, May 13, Rex Isom and John Foster from 
TSSWCB and Steve Bednarz of USDA-NRCS 
testified before a hearing of the Texas Senate 
Committee On Natural Resources concerning dam 

safety and other issues associated with the flood 
control program. 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
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programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
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311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m. at the Drury Inn in 
Amarillo, Texas, on Wednesday, July 16, 2008.  A 
formal State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 a.m. at the Drury Inn in Amarillo, Texas, 
on Thursday, July 17, 2008.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the May 15, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for July 17, 2008. To 
view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes 
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 

Budgeting and Accounting 
 

• July 1 is the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Director Mileage & Per Diem Grant claims for 
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Quarters of 2008. 

• The maximum mileage reimbursement rate for 
July and August will increase to $0.585 per 
mile. 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
July 1 is the deadline for submitting SWCD 
Director Mileage & Per Diem Grant claims for the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Quarters of 2008. 
 
The maximum mileage reimbursement rate for July 
and August will increase to $0.585 per mile. 
 
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following 
positions; Engineer III in Hale Center and a Natural 
Resource Specialist IV in Harlingen. For more 
information about current TSSWCB job openings 
go to the link below:  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment 
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
The meeting will be in the Galveston Island 
Convention Center. 
Rooms have been blocked at the Galveston Island 
Hilton and the Holiday Inn Resort on the Beach. 
The Hilton may be contacted at 409-744-5000 and 
the Holiday Inn may be contacted at 409-740-3581. 

Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.  View 
the link below for any upcoming information.  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeti
ng 
  
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
SWCD Director and Employee Program 
Development Conference— A program 
development conference for district directors and 
interested district employees is scheduled for July 
29-30, 2008 at the LaQuinta Inn in Belton, TX.   
 
SWCD Director Training Resource Project— A 
District Director and Employee Training Resources 
link is being created for posting on the TSSWCB 
website to permit SWCDs to access district related 
training resource materials. The training resources 
link will enable field staff to conduct director 
training on a localized level, and also provide 
SWCDs easier access to materials of a specific 
interest. The link to the training resources is 
anticipated to be ready for access by the end of July 
 
 
 
Priority Education Funding Program—  
Sixty-Three SWCDs have asked for and received 
approval for funding priority education 
programs under the Priority Education Funding 
program since the previous board meeting.  
Districts, during this fiscal year have until 
August 1 to make application for funding.  The 
program is offered to districts through the 
Association of Texas SWCDs public 
information/education program 
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TSSWCB and SWCDs 

The Pedernales Soil and Water Conservation 
District hosted a conservation education workshop 
for teachers at the Franklin Family Ranch in 
Blanco, Texas on June 24-26. Topics included soils, 
the water cycle, plants in the Texas Hill Country, 
prescribed burning, wildlife biology, and more.  

Teachers attending the workshop had the 
opportunity to enjoy and stay at the ranch which 
included meals and workshop materials. Teachers 
of all grade levels benefited from information 
presented at the workshop.  

 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
 
 

Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
 
Districts are making every effort to ensure that FY-
06 funds are used prior to August 15, 2008 which is 
when they will revert to the state treasury. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
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Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office recently sent out a 
letter and checklist to poultry producers to remind 
them TSSWCB will soon be conducting inspections 
of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are 
meeting all the necessary requirements.  In addition, 
existing WQMPs are being reviewed and updated 
and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms. 
 
Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher this fiscal year than past years.  
Due to increasing number of farms and increasing 
overall population and increased awareness and 
availability of the complaint processes to the public, 
this trend will probably continue.  TSSWCB is 
actively working with producers, the industry, and 
other agencies to minimize negative effects to 
neighbors from poultry farms. 
 
Staffs from TSSWCB, Texas AgriLife Extension, 
and Sanderson Farms, Inc. plan to hold meetings for 
growers in Limestone, Leon, and Robertson 
Counties in August to address reduction of odor 
complaints in the area. 
 
A poultry CAFO producer meeting was held June 
17, 2008 for turkey growers in the Waco area.  The 
meeting was the same as the six that were held 
earlier this year for chicken growers. 
 
All TSSWCB staff working with poultry issues are 
scheduled to meet in Temple on July 2, 2008 to 
discuss overall coordination and implementation of 
the Poultry Program. 
 
John Foster and Mark Cochran met with the Texas 
Poultry Federation Board in Beaumont on May 15, 
2008 and Mark Cochran met with the Texas Broiler 
Council in Nacogdoches on June 19, 2008.  Issues 
of concern were discussed at both meetings such as 
implementation of WQMPs, mortality management, 
following CAFO rules, avoiding odor, and the need 
for the companies’ assistance to ensure producers 
address these issues properly. 
 

Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 

 
CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided through the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to states for the 
development and implementation of each state’s 
nonpoint source management program. The §319(h) 
funding in Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an overview 
of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status and major 
ongoing activities. 
 
FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 63 ongoing §319(h) grant-funded 
projects addressing a wide array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Federal funds totaling $16 
million are primarily being used to address NPS 
pollution from animal fee ding operations, prevent 
atrazine runoff, provide technical assistance, implement 
best management practices, support various NPS 
outreach/education programs, develop and implement 
Watershed Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
The TSSWCB’s FY2008 §319(h) program allocation is 
$4,578,700. The TSSWCB received a total of 18 
proposals requesting a total of $7,549,471 in federal 
funds. Of the 18 proposals, 6 were selected for funding. 
TSSWCB staff are finalizing the FY2008 §319(h) grant 
application for submittal to EPA.  
 
Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program  
The Texas NPS Management Program is the State’s 
official roadmap for addressing nonpoint source 
pollution, presenting its goals, priorities, programs, and 
milestones for the program. The program publication, 
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which is prepared jointly by the TSSWCB and the 
TCEQ, is required by Section 319 of the federal CWA 
and is updated every five years. The NPS Annual 
Report, which is also required by Section 319, provides 
an annual update of progress toward meeting the goals 
and milestones set forth in the NPS Management 
Program. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the 
initial stages of updating the program publication. Staff 
from both agencies met on June 17 to begin discussing 
roles and responsibilities for the report, as well as a 
timeline for completion. 

 
 

 
 

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and 
Watershed Planning  
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 

A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on 
TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the Board 
and Commission. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the programmatic 
mechanisms employed to develop and implement 
TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff continue to work 
with TCEQ staff to implement components of the MOA. 
The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting in 
Austin, the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. The Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with 
the staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that were 
paused during the work of the Task Force, and 3) 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement these 
directives. Specifically, staff have now completed a full 
draft of the revised TMDL Program Guidance document 
and are working with TCEQ staff to resolve outstanding 
issues and move this project to conclusion and publish 
the document. TSSWCB staff have also worked with 
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TCEQ staff to resume work on the development of 
TMDLs paused during the Task Force process, including 
holding public stakeholder meetings and collecting and 
analyzing data. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. On July 19, 
2007, the Board approved an operating budget for 
FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 in state appropriations 
to TMDL Program grants. These monies have been fully 
obligated and directed to projects that support 1) 
increased analytical infrastructure at public Bacterial 
Source Tracking laboratories (49%), 2) implementation 
of agricultural and silvicultural nonpoint source 
components of TMDL I-Plans (16%), and 3) 
development of TMDLs through the collection and 
analysis of water quality and land use data (35%). 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state fee–
funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner agencies 
who conduct water quality monitoring and assessments 
in the 23 river and coastal basins in Texas. Each river or 
coastal basin is assigned to one of the designated CRP 
partner agencies. Each CRP partner agency has an 
established steering committee to set monitoring and 
assessment priorities within its basin. These committees 
bring together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed through 
regional solutions. The Texas Water Code requires the 
TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to coordinate 
monitoring and assessment activities with local SWCDs 
through the TSSWCB. The data generated by CRP 
partner agencies is used to identify significant long-term 
water quality trends and characterize water quality 
conditions. Each CRP partner agency develops and 
publishes an annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-
year Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted for 
the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.html. 
 
On June 11, Brian Koch attended the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council CRP Steering Committee meeting in 

Houston. At this meeting, the 2008 Basin Highlights 
Report was approved, along with the 2008 Coordinated 
Monitoring Schedule. Also, an update on bacteria 
studies in Harris County was given; the County is 
looking at different areas along Halls and Whiteoak 
Bayous, one area with permitted discharges and one with 
none. The County is also looking at industrial 
wastewater and runoff from different land uses including 
lawns, wooded sites, and golf courses. A summary and 
report on the Cotton/West Fork Double Bayous study 
should be finalized soon and public meetings for the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP will be held concerning the use of 
the SELECT model. More information is available at 
http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/rivers/default.aspx. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
On June 2-6, Pamela Casebolt, Loren Henley, Mitch 
Conine, Brian Koch and Aaron Wendt participated in the 
inaugural Texas Watershed Planning Short Course in 
Bandera. The Texas Water Resources Institute, with 
CWA §319(h) funding from the TCEQ, developed this 
course. The planning team included TSSWCB staff. 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that WPPs are 
adequately planned, coordinated and implemented and 
the results properly assessed and reported. To provide 
the needed training and promote sustainable proactive 
approaches to managing water quality throughout the 
state, this Short Course provides participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, and 
outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a 
WPP; data collection and analysis; and the tools 
available for plan development. Additional offerings of 
the Short Course will be scheduled in upcoming months. 
More information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Wharton Regional Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee 
 
On June 12, Brian Koch hosted the 13th Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee (WCSC) 
meeting in Columbus. Updates on activities of the 
watershed coordinator was given, and included 
attendance at several CRP and Coordinated Monitoring 
meetings, a Plum Creek Steering Committee meeting, 
NEMO Training, and the Texas Watershed Planning 
Short Course. 
 

Attachment Section Page 1177



 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • 4311 S 31st Street, Suite 125 • Temple, Texas 76502• (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  June 2008 
 

7 

The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA) 
provided an update on their activities in the Plum Creek 
watershed. The “Taking Charge of Water Quality” 
project, funded by a CWA §106 Grant from TCEQ, 
focuses on outreach and education to cities, counties, 
and schools on water quality with information on how to 
lessen impacts from each group. Also, funds were 
provided to cleanup illegal dumping sites along the 
creek, and to organize community cleanups along the 
creek. GBRA identified 16 sites along the creek, and 
was able to leverage resources and accomplish 6 
cleanups removing over 7 tons of trash from the creek 
including 62 tires and 3 car batteries. After the cleanups, 
signs were posted by the County showing who assisted 
with the site cleanups. More information is available at 
http://www.gbra.org/Spotlight/PlumCreek.aspx. 
 
The Houston-Galveston Area Council (HGAC) provided 
an update on EnviroCast® for the Houston Area – 
Utilizing Television Media for Nonpoint Source 
Education. This project, funded with a CWA §319(h) 
grant from the TSSWCB, is tagged “Going Green” by 
KPRC Channel 2, the NBC affiliate in Houston. The 
focus of this project is to place water and air quality and 
quality of life stories alongside the weather during the 
newscast and also features an informative website. More 
information is available at http://kprc.envirocast.net. 
 
The WCSC is composed of about two dozen water 
quality monitoring and improvement partners, including 
other state and federal agencies, river authorities, 
national estuary programs, and councils of governments. 
The WCSC is tasked with providing guidance to 
TSSWCB on watershed planning activities in 47 
counties across southeast and south central Texas. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
Atascosa River 
 
On June 24, Adrian Perez, Lee Munz and Aaron Wendt 
attended an Atascosa River TMDL public meeting in 
Pleasanton.  TCEQ discussed proposed monitoring and 
modeling activities for the project, as well as, provided 
an update on the progress of the triennial water quality 
standards revision and implications for this project.  An 
update was provided by the Atascosa County SWCD on 
technical and financial assistance being provided to 
cattlemen in the watershed.  Technical assistance is 
funded through a CWA §319(h) grant from the 
TSSWCB to assist livestock operators in developing 
WQMPs. Financial assistance is available through the 

USDA NRCS EQIP State Resource Concern for Water 
Quality in South Central Texas. Progress on expending 
funds obligated over the last three years was discussed. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
1-atascosa.html. This TMDL will impact livestock 
operations in the Atascosa River watershed in Atascosa, 
Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live Oak, McMullen, Medina and 
Wilson Counties. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
 
On May 30, nearly 40 citizens attended a Texas 
Watershed Steward workshop in Lake Jackson to learn 
about local water quality issues, sources of water 
pollution, and ways to get involved in local watershed 
management efforts. The workshop was sponsored by 
TSSWCB, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, and 
the Houston-Galveston Area Council in support of 
ongoing watershed management efforts in the Bastrop 
Bayou watershed. The Texas Watershed Steward 
Program was developed by AgriLife Extension through 
CWA §319(h) NPS grants from the TSSWCB. 
Workshop participants learned about watershed systems, 
water quality regulation and monitoring, methods to 
improve water quality, and community-driven watershed 
protection and management. The workshop also 
provided the basic knowledge and tools needed to form a 
watershed action group, participate in and organize local 
watershed activities, and become more involved in 
protecting and enhancing community water resources. 
More information about the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program is available at http://tws.tamu.edu. 
 
On June 26, Brian Koch attended a meeting for the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP in Lake Jackson. This was the 
second of two public meetings to update stakeholders on 
the SELECT model that will be used to help identify 
bacteria sources on the watershed. The other meeting 
was held June 24 in Angleton. An overview of the model 
and how it will work was provided, and discussion on 
sources and other potential concerns in the watershed 
followed. More information is available at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/watershed_protection/default.
aspx. This WPP has the potential to affect livestock and 
farming operations in the Bastrop Bayou watershed in 
Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
 
On May 29, Ben Wilde, Joe Freeman and Loren Henley 
attended a Brady Creek WPP advisory committee 
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meeting in Melvin. Discussion was centered on the 
monitoring sites and the Quality Assurance Project Plan 
for the project. The Upper Colorado River Authority 
(UCRA) opened the floor for committee members to 
express their concerns about the selected sites and the 
different best management practices that could be 
implemented in the watershed. UCRA asked advisory 
committee members what would be the best way to get 
access on private property in the watershed to collect 
water samples. UCRA also asked the advisory 
committee about how to best notify citizens about the 
project, and better educate those in the watershed. Loren 
Henley discussed the Texas Watershed Steward Program 
workshop that was held in Brady Creek in April. More 
information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This WPP has 
the potential to impact agricultural operations in the 
Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, San 
Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
 
On June 24, Jack Foote and Mitch Conine attended a 
Buck Creek stakeholder meeting and field trip in 
Wellington. Results from the 3-year sampling project, 
“Bacteria Monitoring for the Buck Creek Watershed” 
funded with a CWA §319(h) grant from the TSSWCB, 
were presented to the stakeholders and copies of the final 
report were distributed. Sampling confirmed that Buck 
Creek exhibits elevated bacteria concentrations at 
numerous sites throughout the watershed. An update was 
given on the Bacterial Source Tracking (BST) portion of 
the current project. A presentation on solar powered 
water wells was given as well. The stakeholders spent 
the afternoon at the Skipper Ranch-Hounds Crossing for 
the field tour. Other discussions during the tour covered 
topics including nitrates, wildlife and ranching, brush 
control, animal behavior and wildlife assistance. More 
information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to impact livestock and farming operations in 
the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, Collingsworth, 
and Childress Counties. 
 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Eighteen TMDLs for Bacteria in 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous and Tributaries (Segments 
1013, 1013A, 1013C, 1014, 1014A, 1014B, 1014E, 
1014H, 1014K, 1014L, 1014M, 1014N, 1014O, 1017, 
1017A, 1017B, 1017D, and 1017E). The public 

comment period is June 6 through July 5. A public 
comment meeting to receive comments on the proposed 
TMDL was held June 9 in Houston. Comments not 
submitted at the public meeting must be provided in 
writing and must be received by the TCEQ no later than 
July 5. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/2
2-buffalobayou.html. This TMDL will have limited to 
no affect on livestock operations in the Buffalo and 
Whiteoak Bayous watershed in Harris, Fort Bend and 
Waller Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
 
On June 24, Max Berry attended a Caddo Lake WPP 
stakeholder meeting in Jefferson. Updates were provided 
on activities of the three workgroups (Water Quality, 
Physical Concerns, and Hydrology). Additionally, a 
presentation on a mercury study was given. More 
information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Protection
%20Plan/Caddo_index.html. This WPP has the potential 
to impact poultry, forestry and other agricultural 
operations in the Caddo Lake watershed in Upshur, 
Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, Marion, Wood, 
Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins Counties 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
 
On June 19, Lee Munz attended a Cedar Creek 
Watershed Partnership Steering Committee meeting in 
Kaufman. Plummer Associates presented information on 
the wastewater treatment plant study showing where 
current facilities are, current treatment levels and where 
the facilities may need to improve. Texas AgriLife 
Research reviewed the status of the work with the 
economic cost data to determine the cost effectiveness of 
each best management practice to be implemented in the 
watershed. This will be complete by the next meeting. 
The draft WPP was reviewed and stakeholders were 
asked to review the plan and provide comments at the 
next meeting. More information is available at 
http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect 
agricultural operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in 
Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt 
Counties. 
 
Clear Creek 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Nine TMDLs for Bacteria in Clear 
Creek and Tributaries (Segments 1101, 1101B, 1101D, 
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1102, 1102A, 1102B, 1102C, 1102D, and 1102E). The 
public comment period is June 6 through July 5. A 
public comment meeting to receive comments on the 
proposed TMDL was held June 11 in League City. 
Comments not submitted at the public meeting must be 
provided in writing and must be received by the TCEQ 
no later than July 5. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
8-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have limited 
to no affect on livestock operations in the Clear Creek 
watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and Fort Bend 
Counties. 
 
Concho River 
 
On May 28, Ben Wilde, Joe Freeman, Tuffy Wood, 
Loren Henley, TJ Helton and Aaron Wendt attended a 
Concho River WPP meeting in San Angelo with the 
Upper Colorado River Authority (UCRA) and affected 
soil and water conservation districts. The meeting 
objective was open discussion concerning comments 
from the SWCDs and NRCS on the draft WPP. 
 
On June 26, Ben Wilde, Joe Freeman, Tuffy Wood and 
Loren Henley attended the Concho River WPP Steering 
Committee meeting in San Angelo. Discussion focused 
on Steering Committee comments on the draft WPP. 
This meeting was the last stakeholder meeting focused 
on the development of the WPP; although a public 
meeting will be held July 1 to receive comments from 
the general public on the WPP. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. This 
WPP has the potential to affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Concho River watershed in Coke, 
Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, Menard, 
Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, Sterling, Tom 
Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
 
On May 21, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Two TMDLs for Dissolved Oxygen 
in Dickinson Bayou (Segments 1103 and 1104). The 
public comment period is June 6 through July 5. A 
public comment meeting to receive comments on the 
proposed TMDL was held June 12 in Dickinson. 
Comments not submitted at the public meeting must be 
provided in writing and must be received by the TCEQ 
no later than July 5. This TMDL is proceeding in tandem 
with the on-going Dickinson Bayou WPP. More 

information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/1
7-dickinson.html. More information on the WPP is 
available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the 
WPP and the TMDL have the potential to affect farming 
and ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
 
On June 23, Kendria Ray, Shari Johnson, Lee Munz and 
Aaron Wendt attended an Elm and Sandies Creeks 
TMDL public meeting in Pilgrim. TCEQ discussed 
proposed monitoring and modeling activities for the 
project, as well as, provided an update on the progress of 
the triennial water quality standards revision and 
implications for this project.  An update was provided by 
the DeWitt County SWCD on technical and financial 
assistance being provided to cattlemen in the watershed.  
Technical assistance is funded through a CWA §319(h) 
grant from the TSSWCB to assist livestock operators in 
developing WQMPs. Financial assistance is available 
through the USDA NRCS EQIP State Resource Concern 
for Water Quality in South Central Texas. Progress on 
expending funds obligated over the last three years was 
discussed. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
1-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks watershed in 
Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
Galveston Bay 
 
On May 7, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on Six TMDLs for Bacteria in Waters of 
the Upper Gulf Coast (Segments 2421, 2422, 2423, 
2424, 2432, and 2439). These TMDLs focus on 
protecting oyster harvesting waters in the Galveston Bay 
system, including East Bay, West Bay, Chocolate Bay 
and Trinity Bay. The public comment period was May 
23 through June 21. Two public meetings to receive 
comments on the proposed TMDL were held June 9 in 
Clear Lake and June 11 in Hankamer. Comments not 
submitted at the public meetings must have been 
received by the TCEQ no later than June 21. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/7
4-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL will have limited 
to no affect on livestock operations around the Galveston 
Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, Galveston and 
Brazoria Counties. 
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Lake Granger 
 
On June 10, Meredith McArthur and Lee Munz attended 
a Texas Watershed Steward workshop in Georgetown. 
About 35 citizens participated in the workshop to learn 
about local water quality issues, sources of water 
pollution, and ways to get involved in local watershed 
management efforts. The workshop was sponsored by 
TSSWCB, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, and 
the Brazos River Authority in support of ongoing 
watershed management efforts in the Lake Granger 
watershed. The Texas Watershed Steward Program was 
developed by AgriLife Extension through CWA §319(h) 
NPS grants from the TSSWCB. Workshop participants 
learned about watershed systems, water quality 
regulation and monitoring, methods to improve water 
quality, and community-driven watershed protection and 
management. The workshop also provided the basic 
knowledge and tools needed to form a watershed action 
group, participate in and organize local watershed 
activities, and become more involved in protecting and 
enhancing community water resources. More 
information about the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program is available at http://tws.tamu.edu. More 
information on the Lake Granger WPP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/gran
ger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in Williamson 
and Burnet Counties. 
 
Lake Houston 
 
On June 2-5, and 12, Joel Clark, Lawrence Brown, and 
Brian Koch attended a series of public meetings 
regarding the Lake Houston bacteria TMDL. Meetings 
were held in Kingwood, Cleveland, Humble, Woodlands 
and Conroe. This was the second round of meetings for 
the project. An update on findings concerning the 
bacteria impairment was provided to stakeholders. The 
meetings also included an “open house” so attendees 
could get information on the entities involved with the 
project. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/8
2-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the potential to 
impact livestock operations in the Lake Houston 
watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, San 
Jacinto, Walker and Waller Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
 

At their July 9 meeting, the TCEQ will consider 
approving An Implementation Plan for One TMDL for 
Dissolved Oxygen in Lake O' the Pines (Segment 0403). 
The public comment period was April 18 through May 
17. A public meeting to receive comments on the 
Implementation Plan was held April 29 in Hughes 
Springs. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/1
9-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and Implementation Plan 
affect poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake 
O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, 
Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
 
On May 7, TCEQ approved publishing and soliciting 
public comment on One TMDL for Bacteria in the 
Lower San Antonio River (Segment 1901). The public 
comment period was May 23 through June 21. A public 
meeting to receive comments on the proposed TMDL 
was held May 28 in Goliad. Comments not submitted at 
the public meeting must have been received by the 
TCEQ no later than June 21. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Lower San Antonio River 
watershed in Karnes, Goliad, Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, 
Victoria, and Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
 
On June 6, EPA approved One TMDL for Bacteria in 
Oso Bay (Segment 2485). 
 
On June 26, Andy Garza, Mitch Conine and Aaron 
Wendt attended an Oso Bay/Creek TMDL public 
meeting in Corpus Christi. TCEQ gave an update on the 
status of the Oso Bay TMDL, including modifications 
EPA required before approving the TMDL. Texas 
AgriLife Research gave a presentation on the results 
from a TSSWCB-funded project that collected 
stormwater runoff from cropland areas to better 
understand nutrient, sediment and pesticide loadings. 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi discussed the 
sampling plan for another TSSWCB-funded project 
designed to better characterize bacteria loading, sources 
and fate and transport in the upper portion of the 
watershed. Data will be collected on water quality from 
in-stream sites during runoff and dry events, soil bacteria 
levels from fields and bacteria from in-stream sediments. 
Discussion on the sampling regime covered sample 
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locations, frequency of sampling, and Bacterial Source 
Tracking. Finally, a study that is being conducted to 
measure the influence of groundwater on the creek was 
discussed. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
7-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may impact 
livestock and farming operations in the Oso Bay/Creek 
watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• July 1 – Concho River WPP Public Meeting (San 

Angelo) 
• July 8 – Houston Area Bacteria Implementation 

Group Meeting (Houston) 
• July 9 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting regarding Lake O’ 

the Pines (Austin) 
• July 15-17 – EPA MS4 Workshop (Dallas) 
• July 16 – Galveston Bay Council (Pasadena) 
• July 17 – Sulphur River Basin Authority Clean 

Rivers Program Steering Committee (Texarkana) 
• July 18 – Air Quality Regulations for AFOs 

(NLPELC Webcast) 
• July 22 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory Work 

Group (Austin) 
• July 23 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 

Hickory Creek (Denton) 
• July 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed Agricultural 

Issues Work Group (Weslaco) 
• July 24 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed Steering 

Committee (Weslaco) 
• July 24 – Cedar Creek Reservoir Watershed Steering 

Committee (Kaufman) 
• July 28 – Lavaca-Navidad River Authority Clean 

Rivers Program Steering Committee (Ganado) 
• July 29 – Gilleland Creek TMDL Public Meeting 

(Pflugerville) 
• July 30 – Development and Evaluation of 

Environmental Flow Prescriptions for Big Cypress 
Bayou (USGS Webcast) 

• August 6 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop on 
Plum Creek (Lockhart) 

• August 7 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Granbury) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
 
 

Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ Coastal Coordination Council, 
which administers the Texas Coastal Nonpoint 
Source Pollution Control Program. The TSSWCB 
manages the agricultural and silvicultural portions 
of this program. The Texas Coastal Management 
Program was approved by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on January 
10, 1997. The Texas Coastal Management Program 
is administered by the Texas Coastal Coordination 
Council and staff of the Texas General Land Office. 
Section 6217 of the Coastal Zone Act 
Reauthorization Amendments requires each state 
with an approved Coastal Management Program to 
develop a federally approvable program to control 
coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. The 
program must be submitted within 30 months of 
Coastal Management Program approval. As a result, 
the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
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Program Activities 
The CCC met on June 26, 2008 in Port Arthur. 
Meeting information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html 
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

In January 2008, the draft Texas Coastal Impact 
Assistance (CIAP) Plan was submitted for review to 
Minerals Management Service (MMS). After 
receiving comments, GLO staff made minor 
revisions to the draft and submitted a final plan to 
MMS upon approval by the Coastal Land Advisory 
Board and the Office of the Governor. MMS 
reviewed the plan and indicated it is not 
administratively complete. Grant applications for 
individual projects will be submitted to MMS after 
the state plan has been approved. It is anticipated 
that state projects will be approved for funding by 
early 2009. 

A meeting of the Coastal Land Advisory Board was 
held on May 13, 2008. At that time, the Board 
provided guidance to CIAP staff as to the 2008 
State CIAP Program. Public meetings were held in 
San Benito, Corpus Christi, and Houston to present 
the program to the general public. Grant 
applications for the 2008 state funding will be 
accepted through July 31, 2008. Initial applications 
must be made online at: 

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2008.html 

 The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html 

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html 
 
 
CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. 

The deadline for pre-proposals is June 25, 2008 by 
5:00 p.m. (Submission of the pre-proposal is 
optional and is only necessary if written comments 
are desired.) The full application is due October 15, 
2008 by 5:00 p.m. 

Information on this grant program is available 
online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.ht
ml 

 

WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS REPORT  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of water enhancement control projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Board.   

 
• The TSSWCB staff and other professionals 

have reviewed current water enhancement 
projects throughout the State identifying the 
highest water yielding areas of each project 
with the assistance of Ken Rainwater PhD., 
P.E., BCEE Director, Water Resource Texas 
Tech University. 
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• Staff has been providing information on 
water yield to Dr. Rainwater for primarily 
the Twin Buttes, Pedernales, Oak Creek 
Lake, Champion Lake, Lake Ballinger, and 
Canadian River Watersheds. 

 
Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Enhancement Program Updates or Water 
Enhancement Program Assistance 

 
Area 1 Districts      
Dawson County SWCD 
Upper Colorado SWCD  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD   
Eldorado-Divide SWCD  
Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD    
Gillispie County SWCD 

 Runnels SWCD     
Pecos County SWCD 

 Middle Clear Fork SWCD   
Midland SWCD  

 Trans Pecos SWCD    
Sandhills SWCD 
Howard County SWCD 

  
Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD   
LaSalle County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD   
Webb County SWCD 
Waters Davis SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

• Legislative update for Senator Duncan, Rep. 
Drew Darby, and Rep. Nathan Macias, and 
Senator Watson 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 

• Evaluated sub-basins in the Twin Buttes and 
Pedernales watersheds  that meet criteria for 
water supply enhancement cost share 
assistance and assess land owner 
participation 

• Assist Comal/ Guadalupe District in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assist Dr. Rainwater with maps of treated 
areas in the water supply enhancement 
projects throughout the State 

• Planning Lake Kickapoo Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assist Sen. Wentworth office in developing 
Guadalupe Watershed project 

•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 
of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 
and other Corp lakes 

• Assist TSSWCB Headquarters with Concho 
River Watershed Protection Plan 

• Assist Pecan Bayou SWCD with Water 
Enhancement Project 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  
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The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The goal is to have them posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 28, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. A public 
meeting on the proposed rules will be held in 
August, 2008. The revised rules should be effective 
January, 2009.  

 
 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm. 
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Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 

maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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 Budgeting and Accounting 
• On July 17 the state board approved district 

grant allocations for Fiscal Year 2009 for 
Technical Assistance, Matching Funds, and 
District Director Mileage & Per Diem   

• The approved allocation amounts for 2009 
along with Financial Statement / Audit 
instructions for 2008 were mailed to each 
district on July 30  

• The maximum mileage reimbursement rate for 
2009 will be $0.585 per mile. 

 

 
STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m, in Temple, Texas on 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008.  A formal State 
Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 
a.m. in Temple, Texas on Thursday, September 
18, 2008.   For more information on State Board 
Work Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s 
website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the July 17, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for September 18, 
2008. To view any past Board Meeting minutes 
visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 

• On July 17 the state board approved district 
grant allocations for Fiscal Year 2009 for 
Technical Assistance, Matching Funds, and 
District Director Mileage & Per Diem   

• The approved allocation amounts for 2009 
along with Financial Statement / Audit 
instructions for 2008 were mailed to each 
district on July 30  

• The maximum mileage reimbursement rate 
for 2009 will be $0.585 per mile. 

 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB currently has no positions available. For 
more information on TSSWCB employment please 
visit the link below: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 

The meeting will be in the Galveston Island 
Convention Center. 
Rooms have been blocked at the Galveston Island 
Hilton, the Holiday Inn Resort on the Beach and the 
Best Western Beachfront. 
The Hilton may be contacted at 409-744-5000, the 
Holiday Inn may be contacted at 409-740-3581 and 
the Best Western may be contacted at 409-740-
1261. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.  View 
the link below for registration and related 
information.  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeti
ng
  

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
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Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
  
Program News 
 
At their meeting on July 17, 2008, the State Board 
took action on the following items:  (1) raised the 
maximum amount of cost-share assistance per 
operating unit to $15,000, (2) designated additional 
districts for participation in the water quality 
management program, (3) approved rule 
amendments for 31 TAC 523.1-523.4 and 523.6 to 
be published in the Texas Register for public 
comment, and (4) approved district cost-share 
allocations for FY-09 which begins on September 1, 
2008. For more information about this program, 
please visit the link below: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
 

POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office recently sent out a 
letter and checklist to poultry producers to remind 
them TSSWCB will soon be conducting inspections 
of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are 
meeting all the necessary requirements.  In addition, 
existing WQMPs are being reviewed and updated 
and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms. 
 
Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher this fiscal year than past years.  
Due to increasing number of farms and increasing 
overall population and increased awareness and 
availability of the complaint processes to the public, 
this trend will probably continue.  TSSWCB is 
actively working with producers, the industry, and 
other agencies to minimize negative effects to 
neighbors from poultry farms. 
 
Staffs from TSSWCB, Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service, and Sanderson Farms, Inc. plan to hold 
meetings in August for poultry growers in 
Limestone, Leon, and Robertson Counties to 
address reduction of odor complaints in the area. 
 
All TSSWCB staff working with poultry issues met 
in Belton on July 2, 2008 to discuss overall 
coordination and implementation of the Poultry 
Program.  Also, odor investigation training was 
conducted for our staff by TCEQ. 
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Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
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CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided through the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to states for the 
development and implementation of each state’s 
nonpoint source management program. The §319(h) 
funding in Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an overview 
of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status and major 
ongoing activities. 
 
FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 63 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling $16 million are primarily being used 
to address NPS pollution from animal feeding 
operations, prevent atrazine runoff, provide 
technical assistance, implement best management 
practices, support various NPS outreach/education 
programs, develop and implement Watershed 
Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
The TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 §319(h) 
program allocation is $4,578,700. The TSSWCB 
received a total of 18 proposals requesting a total of 
$7,549,471 in federal funds. Of the 18 proposals, 6 
were selected for funding. TSSWCB submitted the 
FY2008 §319(h) grant application to EPA on July 
9, 2008.  
 
Envirocast Houston Launch Event  

On June 17, 2008 Aaron Wendt, Loren Henley, and 
Brian Koch attended the launch event for the 
Houston Envirocast project. The event was hosted 
by KPRC Channel 2 News, a NBC affiliate; KPRC 
will be reporting and airing environmental news 
during the weather segment. State Board member 
Larry Jacobs attended the launch event and spoke 
about TSSWCB’s decision to fund the project and 
the anticipated benefits that environmental news 
will have on citizens and landowners in the greater 
Galveston Bay watershed. This project will be a 
tool for awareness and education about nonpoint 
source pollution in the Houston urban communities 
and the surrounding rural areas. The environmental 
segments include information about watersheds, 
local efforts for better water stewardship, and what 
those can do in their home to help water quality in 
their community, and many more informative 
segments. For more information view the links 
below 
http://www.click2houston.com/green-
pages/index.html
http://kprc.envirocast.net/
 
Texas Watershed Steward Workshop in 
Hickory Creek a Success 
Over 120 citizens, which included farmers, 
ranchers, city planners, homeowners, teachers, 
agency representatives, etc., attended a Texas 
Watershed Steward workshop on July 23rd in 
Denton to learn about local water quality issues, 
sources of water pollution, and ways to get involved 
in local watershed management efforts. The 
workshop was sponsored by the TSSWCB, the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, and the City of 
Denton in support of ongoing watershed 
management efforts in the Hickory Creek 
Watershed. Workshop participants learned about 
watershed systems, water quality regulation and 
monitoring, methods to improve water quality, and 
community-driven watershed protection and 
management. For more information about the Texas 
Watershed Steward Program and ways to get 
involved in protecting your watershed, please visit 
http://tws.tamu.edu.  
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Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and 
Watershed Planning  
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas 
to identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries 
failing to meet or not expected to meet water quality 
standards and not supporting their designated uses 
(swimming, drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of 
impaired waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) 
List and must be submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for review 
and approval every two years. The State must then 
establish a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for 
certain waterbodies identified on the 303(d) List. A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List. Responsibility to 
develop and implement TMDLs is shared between 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More information 
on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a 
coordinated framework for voluntarily 
implementing prioritized and integrated water 
quality protection and restoration strategies driven 
by environmental objectives. Through the WPP 
process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 

partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of 
a watershed with strategies for protecting 
unimpaired waters and restoring impaired waters. 
WPPs have a variety of ingredients and can take 
many forms. TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are 
consistent with guidelines promulgated by EPA that 
describe nine elements fundamental to a potentially 
successful plan. More information on the TSSWCB 
WPP Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program 
Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB 
Policy on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff 
on directing state appropriations for the TMDL 
Program. On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an 
operating budget for FY2008 that allocated 
$1,200,494 in state appropriations to TMDL 
Program grants. These monies have been fully 
obligated and directed to projects that support 
increased analytical infrastructure at public 
Bacterial Source Tracking laboratories, 
implementation of agricultural and silvicultural 
nonpoint source components of TMDL I-Plans, and 
development of TMDLs through the collection and 
analysis of water quality and land use data. On July 
17, 2008, the Board approved an operating budget 
for FY2009 that allocated state appropriations to 
TMDL Program grants. Staff are beginning to work 
with entities to develop workplans and budgets for 
various projects to begin work this fall. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List 
 
On July 9, EPA partially approved, and partially 
disapproved, the 2008 Texas 303(d) List. This 
report describes the status of the state’s waters, as 
required by the federal CWA. It summarizes the 
status of the state’s surface waters, including 
concerns for public health, fitness for use by aquatic 
species and other wildlife, and specific pollutants 
and their possible sources. The List identifies those 
waterbodies not attaining water quality standards as 
impaired. Specifically, EPA approved Texas’ listing 
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of 836 waterbody-pollutant combinations but did 
not agree with the State’s decision to not list one 
waterbody-pollutant combination. EPA has 
identified Corpus Christi Bay as impaired for 
recreation use due to excessive levels of bacteria 
and placed this waterbody-pollutant combination on 
the final 2008 Texas 303(d) List. More information 
on EPA’s decision is available at 
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/2008/July/Day-
17/w16387.htm. More information on the Texas 
Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one 
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin. These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code 
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The data 
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.htm
l. 
 

On July 17, Max Berry attended the Sulphur River 
Basin Authority CRP Steering Committee meeting 
in Texarkana. The group discussed several issues 
associated with Lake Wright Patman and the current 
water quality monitoring regime for the Basin. The 
group also reviewed the 2008 Basin Highlights 
Report which details water quality conditions and 
projects in the Basin. More information is available 
at http://www.sulphurr.org/. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder 
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan developed under the auspices of the National 
Estuary Program. 
 
On July 16, Brian Koch attended the Galveston Bay 
Council meeting in Pasadena. Reports from the 
chairman and staff of the Galveston Bay Estuary 
Program focused on the State of the Bay 
Symposium scheduled for January 12-14, 2009 in 
Galveston. Presentations focused on PCBs and 
dioxins and their impact on seafood consumption 
from Galveston Bay, and the recent advisories 
issued by Texas Department of State Health 
Services and seafood safety outreach being 
conducted by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD). Currently, there are fish consumption 
advisories for spotted seatrout and gaftop catfish, 
stemming from recent sampling that took place in 
Galveston Bay. Fish tissue samples were taken at or 
near popular fishing areas in the bay. These two 
species show higher concentrations of PCBs 
because these compounds attach better to fats and 
lipids and these two species have higher 
percentages of fat compared to other species. 
TPWD has been posting signs at public boat ramps 
that warn anglers of fish consumption advisories for 
adjacent waters. Currently, they intend to post 1,600 
signs, evenly split between coastal and inland 
fisheries resources. In addition to posting these 
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signs at public boat ramps, TPWD is trying to place 
them at private ramps with large volumes of traffic. 
There are 46 public ramps in Galveston County and 
15 in Chambers County. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of 
the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty Counties. 
 
TMDL and WPP Program Coordination with 
other Agencies 
 
On July 22, John Foster, TJ Helton, Donna Long, 
Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt met with staff from 
the River Systems Institute (RSI) at Texas State 
University in San Marcos. The group discussed 
several projects of mutual interest including the 
Cypress Creek WPP and a Red River data analysis 
schema. Additionally, the group discussed strategies 
for RSI’s involvement in the Texas NPS 
Management Program and RSI’s new Initiative for 
Watershed Excellence. More information on RSI is 
available at http://www.rivers.txstate.edu/. 
 
On July 24, TJ Helton and Aaron Wendt met with 
staff from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) in 
Austin. The group discussed several projects of 
mutual interest including estimating flows in 
ungaged waterbodies for use in developing Load 
Duration Curves, collection of sediment cores from 
Lake O’ the Pines to better understand phosphorus 
cycling in the lake, progress on finalizing the 
Watershed Boundary Dataset for Texas (HUC-12 
delineations), studies on brush control effectiveness 
in Honey Creek and the Canadian River, and studies 
of aquifer recharge in Cypress Creek and Jacob’s 
Well. More information on USGS water programs 
in Texas is available at http://tx.usgs.gov/. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
On July 15, Aaron Wendt participated in a meeting 
of the planning team for the Texas Watershed 
Planning Short Course in College Station. Proper 

training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course provides participants with guidance on 
stakeholder coordination, education, and outreach; 
meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a WPP; 
data collection and analysis; and the tools available 
for plan development. The inaugural offering of this 
Short Course was in June 2008 in Bandera. The 
planning team reviewed evaluations received from 
participants and instructors and discussed 
modifications to the agenda for the next course, 
which is scheduled for January 2009. More 
information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
 
On July 24, Lee Munz attended a Cedar Creek 
Watershed Partnership Steering Committee meeting 
in Kaufman. Texas AgriLife Research reviewed the 
status of the work with the economic cost data to 
determine the cost-effectiveness of each BMP to be 
implemented in the watershed. Draft text for the 
WPP was reviewed and stakeholders were asked to 
provide comments. More information is available at 
http://nctx-water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect 
agricultural operations in the Cedar Creek 
watershed in Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and 
Van Zandt Counties. 
 
Concho River 
 
On July 1, Ben Wilde, Loren Henley and Aaron 
Wendt attended a Concho River WPP public 
meeting in San Angelo. The purpose of the meeting 
was to receive public comment on the draft WPP. 
The majority of discussion was focused on the 
effect of brush control on enhancing water supplies 
and the associated impacts on water quality. In the 
coming weeks, the Upper Colorado River Authority 
will finalize the WPP based on oral and written 
comments received and submit the WPP to the 
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TSSWCB and EPA for consistency review. More 
information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. 
This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Concho River watershed in Coke, 
Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, 
Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, 
Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas Rivers 
 
On July 23, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
attended a Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers TMDL agricultural workgroup meeting at 
the Welder Wildlife Refuge near Sinton. The 
formation of a formal stakeholder group vs. a 
general public meeting format was discussed. The 
consensus among the group was to form a formal 
stakeholder group with individual workgroups, such 
as agricultural, outreach and education, and 
wastewater and municipalities. TCEQ is taking a 
new approach to data analysis and modeling and 
this approach was presented. The tidal prism model, 
which is a mass balance approach, is being used for 
understanding loadings to the bay and the tidal 
portions of the rivers. TSSWCB has several on-
going projects funded with CWA §319(h) grants to 
address many of the concerns of stakeholders. 
TSSWCB has provided grants to 1) the Nueces 
River Authority to collect additional, targeted water 
quality data during high flows at stream sites across 
the watershed and from WWTFs, 2) Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service to develop and implement an 
education program for livestock producers about 
BMPs to improve water quality, and 3) the Texas 
Water Resources Institute to collect edge-of-field 
data on the effectiveness of BMPs, such as 
alternative water sources and prescribed grazing, on 
reducing bacteria runoff from grazing livestock. 
Additionally, through these projects realistic 
estimates of cattle, deer and feral hogs will be 
provided to TCEQ. There was significant discussion 
about draft population numbers and distribution of 
these animals across the watershed. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/42-copano.html. This TMDL will affect 

livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission 
and Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, 
Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties. 
 
Lake Houston 
 
On July 8, Brian Koch attended a meeting of the 
Bacteria Implementation Group, which is focused 
on TMDLs in the greater Houston area. These 
TMDLs are in various stages of development and 
include Lake Houston, Buffalo and White Oak 
Bayous, Clear Creek, and others. Discussion 
focused on the purpose of the BIG, organizing the 
steering committee, laying out ground rules, 
organizing workgroups, and setting a timeline for 
the development of the I-Plan. The group will meet 
monthly for the next two years to discuss strategies 
for improving water quality in these watersheds. 
More information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the 
potential to affect livestock operations in the Lake 
Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
 
On July 9, the TCEQ approved An Implementation 
Plan for One TMDL for Dissolved Oxygen in Lake 
O' the Pines (Segment 0403). On July 17, the Board 
also approved this I-Plan. TSSWCB staff 
collaborated with TCEQ staff and Lake O’ the Pines 
watershed stakeholders, including SWCD Directors, 
NRCS, the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, and 
the Texas Forest Service, to draft this I-Plan. The 
goal of the I-Plan is to restore the high aquatic life 
use in Lake O’ the Pines by increasing average 
concentrations of dissolved oxygen through 
reductions in phosphorus loadings. The TMDL, 
adopted and approved in mid-2006, prescribes a 
56% reduction in total phosphorus from both point 
source WWTFs and anthropogenic nonpoint 
sources, including agricultural and silvicultural 
sources. Specifically, to reduce phosphorus loadings 
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from animal feeding operations, the I-Plan 
establishes goals for developing and implementing 
WQMPs on 100% of poultry operations and 85% of 
dairies in the watershed. TSSWCB and NRCS will 
continue to provide technical and financial 
assistance to achieve these goals. Additionally, 
TSSWCB will continue to work with the Texas 
Forest Service to administer a BMP program 
focused on minimizing impacts to water quality 
from forestry activities. TSSWCB will continue to 
support forestry implementation monitoring and 
BMP effectiveness studies in East Texas conducted 
by the Texas Forest Service. Finally, educational 
outreach activities will be used to promote the 
efficient and wise use of phosphorus within the 
watershed. Educational outreach programs will be 
coordinated by the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service, and others, and targeted towards 1) 
commercial providers of fertilizers, 2) homeowners 
for lawn and garden practices, 3) agricultural 
producers, 4) homeowners with OSSFs, and 5) 
forestry operations. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and 
Implementation Plan affect poultry, dairy and 
forestry operations in the Lake O’ the Pines 
watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, 
Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Lampasas River 
 
On July 17, Pamela Casebolt met with the Hill 
Country SWCD #534 and the Mills County SWCD 
#554 to discuss public involvement strategies and 
the modeling approach that are planned for use in 
developing the Lampasas River WPP. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
lampasas. This WPP will affect livestock operations 
in the Lampasas River watershed in Bell, Burnet, 
Hamilton, Lampasas and Mills Counties. 
 
North Bosque River 
 
On July 17, Loren Henley and Aaron Wendt 
attended a meeting with TCEQ staff in Austin 
regarding the North Bosque River TMDL Model 

Refinement Project. Preliminary results from the 
model refinement were presented. A baseline of 
reference conditions was run prior to examining 
allocation scenarios. A replicate of the original 
TMDL model with some refinement based on 
current knowledge of existing BMPs was run. These 
BMPs include dairy diet, manure applications rates, 
manure haul-off, and WWTF controls. Additional 
modeling runs incorporated the updated NRCS 
Practice Standard for Nutrient Management (590), 
new recommendations for third-party field 
applications, recent restrictions to CAFO lagoon 
size, the possibility of additional floodwater-
retarding structures (PL-566 reservoirs), and the 
inclusion of the new Microgy, Inc. biogas facility. 
Final results of these modeling scenarios will be 
presented at a public meeting to be scheduled in the 
near future. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/06-bosque.html. This TMDL impacts dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in 
Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and 
McLennan Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• July 28 – Lavaca-Navidad River Authority 

Clean Rivers Program Steering Committee 
(Ganado) 

• July 29 – Gilleland Creek TMDL public 
meeting (Pflugerville) 

• July 29 – Bastrop Bayou WPP public meeting 
(Clute) 

• July 31 – Bastrop Bayou WPP public meeting 
(Lake Jackson) 

• August 6 – Texas Watershed Steward Workshop 
on Plum Creek (Lockhart) 

• August 7 – Development and Evaluation of 
Environmental Flow Prescriptions for Big 
Cypress Bayou (USGS Webcast) 

• August 7 – Clean Water Initiative Workshop on 
Septic Systems (Houston) 

• August 7 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Granbury) 

• August 7 – H-GAC Natural Resource Advisory 
Committee (Houston) 
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• August 14 – Plum Creek Watershed Steering 
Committee (Lockhart) 

• August 15 – Nutrient Management Plans 
(NLPELC Webcast) 

• August 19 – Houston Area Bacteria 
Implementation Group (Houston) 

• August 20 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Agricultural Issues Work Group (Weslaco) 

• August 21 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Steering Committee (Weslaco) 

• August 26 – Upper Trinity River TMDL public 
meeting (Arlington) 

• August 27 – San Antonio River Authority Clean 
Rivers Program Steering Committee (Karnes 
City) 

• August 28 – Cedar Creek WPP stakeholder 
meeting (Kaufman) 

• September 11 – TSSWCB Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (Columbus) 

• September 25 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop on Lampasas River (Lampasas) 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
 
 

Program 
Overview 
The Texas State Soil 
and Water 
Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a 
member of Texas’ Coastal Coordination Council, 
which administers the Texas Coastal Nonpoint 
Source Pollution Control Program. The TSSWCB 
manages the agricultural and silvicultural portions 
of this program. The Texas Coastal Management 
Program was approved by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on January 
10, 1997. The Texas Coastal Management Program 
is administered by the Texas Coastal Coordination 
Council and staff of the Texas General Land Office. 
Section 6217 of the Coastal Zone Act 
Reauthorization Amendments requires each state 
with an approved Coastal Management Program to 

develop a federally approvable program to control 
coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. The 
program must be submitted within 30 months of 
Coastal Management Program approval. As a result, 
the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
 
Program Activities 
The next CCC meeting will be September 18, 2008 
on the coast. Meeting location has not yet been 
determined. Meeting information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

Grant applications for the 2008 state funding will be 
accepted through July 31, 2008. Applications must 
be made online at: 

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2008.html

 The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
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CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. 

The full application is due October 15, 2008 by 5:00 
p.m. 

Information on this grant program is available 
online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.ht
ml
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WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS REPORT  

 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   

 
• The TSSWCB staff and other professionals 

have reviewed current water enhancement 
projects throughout the State identifying the 
highest water yielding areas of each project 
with the assistance of Ken Rainwater PhD., 
P.E., BCEE Director, Water Resource Texas 
Tech University. 

• Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Enhancement Program Updates, and  Water 
Enhancement Program Certification, and /or 
Contracts:    
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Middle Clear Fork SWCD    
Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 

 LaSalle County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 

 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 
Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

• Legislative update for Senator Duncan, Rep. 
Drew Darby 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 

• Assist Upper Guadalupe River Authority in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 
with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

• Assist Sen. Wentworth office in developing 
Guadalupe Watershed project 

•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 
of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 

• Assisted Upper Colorado River Authority 
with Concho River Water Protection Plan 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
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counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas and 

Texas Senate Districts that have watershed projects. 
A state-wide fact sheet has also been prepared. You 
may access the fact sheets from the Texas 
Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

O&M Initiative 
NRCS has conducted an O&M initiative mandated by their national office. This included an O&M inspection, an estimate 
of needed O&M and associated costs, an estimated of needed major repairs and the repair cost, and a review of the hazard 
classification of all of the structures. These actions are near completion. A summary of the cost data compiled to date is: 

NRCS Assisted Watershed Program Dams as of July 11, 2008 

Designed 
Hazard Class 

Current Hazard 
Class # of Dams O&M Costs Repair Costs 

Rehabilitation 
Costs 

Sponsor's Share 
of Rehab Cost 

Low High 175 $672,298 $11,655,900 $262,500,000 $91,875,000 
Significant High 11 $38,134 $0 $16,500,000 $5,775,000 

High High 95 $477,313 $277,000 NA NA 
Low Significant 30 $72,990 $773,500 NA NA 

Significant Significant 81 $290,519 $5,577,000 NA NA 
Low Low 1,603 $9,527,487 $35,263,693 NA NA 

Totals - 1,995 $11,078,741 $53,547,093 $279,000,000 $97,650,000 
 

Notes: 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Low to High Hazard criteria = $1.5 million per dam (based on recently completed projects). 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Significant to High Hazard criteria = $1.0 million per dam. 
Repair costs include engineering services and are in addition to rehabilitation costs. 
Rehabilitation costs are shared 65% federal and 35% local sponsor. 
Approximately 23 dams currently classified as low hazard are being studied for potential change to high hazard. 
 
O&M Costs are the costs needed to complete needed O&M. It does not include costs for annual O&M. 
 
Rehabilitation is needed to bring dams up to high hazard safety standards because of downstream development. 
O&M is routine maintenance: mowing, brush control on dam and spillway, maintaining fences,  
Repair is major repair above normal maintenance: slope slides, inlet or spillway replacement,  
If a dam needs both repair and rehabilitation, the repair will be performed as part of the rehabillitation. 
 

Dam Safety Rules Revision 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The proposed rules were posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 25, 

2008 for thirty days of public comment. Comments 
are due by August 25, 2008. The proposed rules 
may be viewed or downloaded from TCEQ’s web 
site: 
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A public hearing on the proposed rules will be held 
on August 19, 2008.  
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/hearings.html#080
05
 
The revised rules should become effective January, 
2009.  
 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 

Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm. 
 

 
Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

311 NORTH 5TH STREET 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76501 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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 Budgeting and Accounting 
September 30th Deadlines:  

* 4th Quarter Director Mileage and Per 
Diem claims 
* Technical Assistance reimbursements  
* Supplemental Technical Assistance 
reimbursements 
* Return of Director Mileage and Per 
Diem 75% advance payment not used  
* Technical Service Provider 
reimbursements  

 
STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 2:30 p.m, in Temple, Texas on 
Wednesday, September 17, 2008.  A formal State 
Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled for 8:00 
a.m. in Temple, Texas on Thursday, September 
18, 2008.   For more information on State Board 
Work Sessions and Meetings, visit the agency’s 
website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the July 17, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for September 18, 
2008. To view any past Board Meeting minutes 
visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
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BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
September 30th Deadlines:  

* 4th Quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem 
claims 
* Technical Assistance reimbursements  
* Supplemental Technical Assistance 
reimbursements 
* Return of Director Mileage and Per Diem 
75% advance payment not used  
* Technical Service Provider 
reimbursements  

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for a Natural 
Resource Specialist IV position in the Gonzales 
Poultry Program Office location. For more 
information on TSSWCB employment please visit 
the link below: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
The State Board proposes amendments to its 
Agricultural and Silvicultural Water Quality 
Management rules in Chapter 523.  
The proposed amendments were published in the 
Texas Register, Friday, August 22, 2008 and are 

open for review and comment. Comments on the 
proposed rules may be submitted in writing to Rex 
Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and 
Water Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, 
Texas 76503.  To view this document please visit: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/docs/infoed/33_
TexReg_6742____August_22-2.pdf
 
Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The State Meeting for this year is scheduled for 
September 29-30 and October 1, 2008 in Galveston. 
The meeting will be in the Galveston Island 
Convention Center. 
Their contact information is as follows: 
Galveston Island Hilton: 409-744-5000 
Holiday Inn: 409-740-3581 
San Luis Resort: 800-392-5937 
Best Western: 409-740-1261 
Quality Inn & Suites: 409-740-1088. 
Please mark this date and make plans to attend. 
Everyone's support is needed and welcomed.  View 
the link below for registration and related 
information.  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeti
ng
 
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Former TSSWCB Executive Director Dies— 
Harvey D. Davis, of Temple, died August 8 in a 
local hospital after a brief illness.  During his long 
time affiliation with the Texas Soil and Water 
conservation district program, he served as 
executive director of the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board as well as a board member of 
the agency.  Davis was 80. 
 
In addition to his long time association with the 
TSSWCB, Davis also served as Executive Director 
of the Texas Department of Water Resources.  He 
was a graduate of Blinn College and the University 
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of Houston.  Davis served in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps from 1947-49. 
 
Memorials may be made to First United Methodist 
Church Organ Fund, 102 N. 2nd Street, Temple, TX 
76501 or to the charity of one’s choice. 

Program Status 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest— 
Kylie Bradley of Lometa, Texas was first place 
winner in the 2008 Soil Stewardship Public 
Speaking Contest. She is currently a sophomore at 
Lometa High School.  As the first place winner in 
the annual contest, Ms. Bradley earned a $1,000 
scholarship through the Association of Texas 
SWCDs Public Information/Education program.  In 
addition she earned a $500 scholarship through the 
PI program as an area winner in the contest.  Ms. 
Bradley is scheduled to present her speech to soil 
and water conservation district directors at their 
annual meeting in Galveston.  Ms. Bradley is 
sponsored by the Hill Country SWCD #534 which 
is headquartered in Burnet. 
 
Both first and second place area winners competed 
for the first place state award at the annual FFA 
convention which was held in Lubbock in July. 
TSSWCB staff assisted in judging the final round of 
the Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest.  The 
State Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest ten 
area winners and state winner were introduced 
during the state FFA convention on “Stars Night” 
on Wednesday July 16th.  All first place area 
winners receive a $500.00 scholarship.  For more 
information on 2008 contest winners please contact 
Clyde Gottschalk, 254. 773. 2250. 
 
The theme for the 2008 contest is “Water is Life” 
which correlates with the annual NACD Soil 
Stewardship program.  
 
 
 
SWCD Director Training Resource Project— All 
training resources used in director/employee 
workshops can now be downloaded from the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board website. 

The direct link to the resources is 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/swcds/resources/traini
ng/directortraining.  Another way of accessing the 
material is to go the TSSWCB website and clicking 
on “SWCDS” to “SWCD Resources to “SWCD 
Director and Employee Training Resources” to 
“Access the Training Materials Provided during 
Training Workshops”.    
 
All materials used in current district director 
training workshops have been formatted into a 
uniform look.    The purpose of organizing this 
material into a Training Resources link is to enable 
field staff to conduct director training on a localized 
basis as well as provide SWCDs with easy access to 
materials of specific interest on an as need basis 
following workshop training. 

Priority Education Funding Program— SWCDs 
who have not yet claimed their approved project 
funding under the Priority Education Funding 
Program are encouraged to submit the After Project 
Report form immediately following the completion 
of the project.  The form is required to be on file in 
the Association’s office before a grant claim can be 
processed.   

The program is offered to districts through the 
Association of Texas SWCDS public 
information/education program. 

 
Area Association Events
 
West Texas Association of SWCDs— met on 
August 26, in Ballinger for their business meeting 
and tour of the Mueller Supply Company.  The 
company manufactures a line of metal building 
products as well as recently established a new rollup 
door manufacturing plant.  In addition, Bill Hunter 
with Buddy’s Plants Plus presented a program on 
the company’s new fertilizer enterprises targeting 
the farm and ranch market.  The directors also heard 
reports from respective State Board, Association 
and NRCS officials. 
 
Panhandle Association of SWCDs—met August 
19, in Pampa for their semi-annual meeting.  The 
meeting was hosted by the Gray County SWCD. 
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South Plains Association of SWCDs—met August 
20 in Lubbock at PYCO Industries.  Jim 
Conkwright of the High Plains Underground Water 
District presented a program titled, “New Directions 
I Groundwater Management”. 
 
South Central Texas Association of SWCDs—
will meet September 9, in Giddings.  Jonathan 
Socha, a manufacturer and distributor of biodiesel 
presented is the program speaker.  State Board, 
State Association and NRCS officials will also 
present respective organization reports at the 
meeting. 
 
Gulf Coast Association of SWCDs—will meet in 
Columbus September 17 for its annual meeting.  
Prior to the business meeting attendees will tour a 
local facility that features a shop, classroom and 
greenhouses operating on alternative energy.  
During the business meeting TSSWCB, ATSWCD 
and NRCS officials will present reports on activities 
of each organization. 
 
Deep East Texas Association of SWCDs—will 
meet September 24 at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center in Athens to observe the fisheries 
state of the art programs.  A business meeting will 
follow the fisheries tour with reports to be given by 
state TSSWCB, ATSWCD and NRCS leaders. 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 

the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
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POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office recently sent out a 
letter and checklist to poultry producers to remind 
them TSSWCB will soon be conducting inspections 
of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are 
meeting all the necessary requirements.  In addition, 
existing WQMPs are being reviewed and updated 
and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms. 
 
Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher this fiscal year than past years.  
Due to increasing number of farms and increasing 
overall population and increased awareness and 
availability of the complaint processes to the public, 
this trend will probably continue.  TSSWCB is 
actively working with producers, the industry, and 
other agencies to minimize negative effects to 
neighbors from poultry farms. 
 
Staffs from TSSWCB, Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service, and Sanderson Farms, Inc. held four 
meetings in August for poultry growers in 
Limestone, Leon, and Robertson Counties to 
address reduction of odor complaints in the area.  
BMPs were offered to growers that may reduce 
odors from their farms., these meetings were well 
attended. 
 
TCEQ and TSSWCB conducted a joint 
investigation in mid-August of three poultry farms 
on which numerous odor complaints had been 

received.  The investigations went well and were 
also attended by an aide from Senator Ogden’s 
office and an animal waste specialist from Texas 
AgriLife Extension.  No nuisance odors were 
documented. 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
 

 
CLEAN WATER ACT, §319(h) GRANTS 
Background 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) in 1987, establishing a national program to 
control nonpoint sources (NPS) of water pollution. 
Through §319(h), federal funds are provided through the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to states for the 
development and implementation of each state’s 
nonpoint source management program. The §319(h) 
funding in Texas is divided evenly between the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and the 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB). The following report provides an overview 
of TSSWCB’s §319(h) program status and major 
ongoing activities. 
 
FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) Grant 
Status 
There are currently 63 ongoing §319(h) grant-funded 
projects addressing a wide array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Federal funds totaling $16 
million are primarily being used to address NPS 
pollution from animal feeding operations, prevent 
atrazine runoff, provide technical assistance, implement 
best management practices, support various NPS 
outreach/education programs, develop and implement 
Watershed Protection Plans (WPPs), and implement the 
nonpoint source portion of TMDL Implementation 
Plans. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
The TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 §319(h) program 
allocation is $4,578,700. Of the 18 proposals submitted 
to TSSWCB, 6 were selected for funding. TSSWCB 
submitted the FY2008 §319(h) grant application to EPA 
on July 9, 2008 and staff are currently waiting for final 
approval. 
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FY2008 Nonpoint Source Annual Report  
In order to receive §319(h) funds, the State of Texas 
must submit a report on the activities of the Texas NPS 
Program annually. TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in 
the initial stage of report development. Staff from both 
agencies met on August 25th to begin discussing the 
structure and content of the report, as well as a timeline 
for completion. The report will highlight the State’s 
efforts during 2008 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent nonpoint 
source pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources for 
current and future generations of Texans. This report 
must be submitted to EPA in January 2009 to ensure 
continued funding.  
 
Plum Creek Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop a Success 
Approximately 90 farmers, ranchers, city planners, 
homeowners, teachers, agency representatives, etc., 
attended a Texas Watershed Steward workshop on 
August 6th in Luling to learn about local water quality 
issues, sources of water pollution, and ways to get 
involved in local watershed management efforts. The 
workshop was sponsored by the TSSWCB and the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service in support of ongoing 
watershed management efforts in the Plum Creek 
Watershed. Workshop participants learned about 
watershed systems, water quality regulation and 
monitoring, methods to improve water quality, and 
community-driven watershed protection and 
management.  
 
Additional workshops are available on September 25th at 
the Lampasas County Farm Bureau on 1793 N. US Hwy 
281 in Lampasas and October 30th at the Comanche 
Community Center on 100 Indian Creek Drive in 
Comanche. Both workshops are 8 am to 4 pm and 
continuing education credits are available. To register or 
for more information about the Texas Watershed 
Steward Program and ways to get involved in protecting 
your watershed, please visit http://tws.tamu.edu.  
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Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and 
Watershed Planning  
 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program Overview 

 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires Texas to 
identify lakes, rivers, streams and estuaries failing to 
meet or not expected to meet water quality standards and 
not supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and must 
be submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for review and approval every two years. 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies identified on the 
303(d) List. A TMDL defines the maximum amount of a 
pollutant that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis 
and still meet water quality standards. Based on the 
environmental target of the TMDL, an Implementation 
Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that prescribes the 
measures necessary to mitigate anthropogenic (human-
caused) sources of that pollutant in that waterbody. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full use of 
the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) List. 
Responsibility to develop and implement TMDLs is 
shared between the TSSWCB and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). More 
information on the TSSWCB TMDL Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl. 
 
Watershed Protection Plan Program Overview 
 
A Watershed Protection Plan (WPP) is a coordinated 
framework for voluntarily implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. Through 
the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages stakeholders to 
holistically address all of the sources and causes of 
impairments and threats to both surface and ground 
water resources within a watershed. Developed and 
implemented through diverse, well integrated 
partnerships, a WPP assures the long-term health of a 
watershed with strategies for protecting unimpaired 
waters and restoring impaired waters. WPPs have a 
variety of ingredients and can take many forms. 
TSSWCB-sponsored WPPs are consistent with 
guidelines promulgated by EPA that describe nine 
elements fundamental to a potentially successful plan. 
More information on the TSSWCB WPP Program is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wpp. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
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On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ meeting, 
the Board and Commission approved the 
recommendations from the joint Bacteria TMDL Task 
Force. Among other directives, the Board directed 
TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ to 
establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to continue 
examining the scientific research and development needs 
identified in the Task Force Report. 
 
On July 28, 2008, Aaron Wendt, TJ Helton and Mitch 
Conine met with TCEQ staff to discuss 1) the status of 
Bacterial Source Tracking (BST) projects across the 
state, 2) current BST methodologies in use in Texas, 3) 
the current “state-of-the-science” of BST, and 4) needed 
improvements in quality assurance and control for BST 
methods. These discussions will aid TSSWCB and 
TCEQ staff in establishing a multi-agency workgroup to 
examine issues identified in the Task Force Report, 
including BST. 
 
State Appropriations for TMDL Program Grants 
 
On May 24, 2007, the Board approved a TSSWCB Policy 
on TMDLs which provides guidance to staff on directing 
state appropriations for the TMDL Program. There are 
currently 7 on-going projects, totaling $1.2 million in 
FY2008 state appropriations, that support increased 
analytical infrastructure at public Bacterial Source 
Tracking laboratories, implementation of agricultural 
and silvicultural nonpoint source (NPS) components of 
TMDL I-Plans, and development of TMDLs through the 
collection and analysis of water quality and land use 
data. On July 17, 2008, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2009 that allocated $1.2 million in state 
appropriations to TMDL Program grants. Staff are 
currently in the process of developing workplans and 
budgets with collaborating entities for various projects to 
begin work this fall. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state fee–
funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner agencies 
who conduct water quality monitoring and assessments 
in the 23 river and coastal basins in Texas. Each river or 
coastal basin is assigned to one of the designated CRP 
partner agencies. Each CRP partner agency has an 
established steering committee to set monitoring and 
assessment priorities within its basin. These committees 
bring together the diverse interests in each basin and are 

designed to allow local concerns to be addressed through 
regional solutions. The Texas Water Code requires the 
TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to coordinate 
monitoring and assessment activities with local SWCDs 
through the TSSWCB. The data generated by CRP 
partner agencies is used to identify significant long-term 
water quality trends and characterize water quality 
conditions. Each CRP partner agency develops and 
publishes an annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-
year Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted for 
the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.html. 
 
On July 28, 2008, Brian Koch attended the Lavaca-
Navidad River Authority CRP Steering Committee 
meeting in Ganado. An overview of CRP was given with 
a short video describing the history of the program and a 
summary of statewide activities. Also, an overview of 
the 2008 Basin Highlights Report was given detailing 
water quality conditions and projects in the Basin. 
Several presentations were given and the first was on 
Federal Buffer Programs for Agriculture, where different 
types of buffers were described and methods for funding 
them were included. There are two major programs that 
fund buffers; one is the Continuous Conservation 
Reserve Program (CCRP), administered by USDA FSA; 
this program is designed for use bordering pastureland 
and protects riparian areas from grazing impacts. The 
other major funding source is EQIP, administered by 
USDA NRCS, and this funding can be used to 
implement filter strips and grassed waterways on 
cropland. Another presentation was on the Wharton 
County Flood Control Study. The entire county is being 
examined and the watershed with the highest priority 
due to flooding will see channel modifications designed 
to mitigate flooding impacts. The final results and 
recommendations for the Use Attainability Analysis 
(UAA) on dissolved oxygen (DO) in the Lavaca River 
were given by TCEQ. Most of the areas displaying low 
DO in the Lavaca River were in intermittent portions of 
the stream with pools and little flow, and 
recommendations were to change the water quality 
standards due to these conditions. Brian Koch presented 
information on WPPs and included examples of plans 
and steps in the planning process. The Texas Department 
of Agriculture presented updates on activities the agency 
is undertaking to help with water quality, including 
funds for research on and abatement of feral hogs in 
Texas. More information is available at 
http://www.lnra.org/. 
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On August 27, 2008, Brian Koch attended the San 
Antonio River Authority CRP Steering Committee 
meeting in Karnes City. An overview of CRP was given, 
followed by highlights during the past year. Some of 
these highlights included targeted bacteria monitoring on 
Alazan and Martinez Creeks to compare dry and wet 
weather flows. Work by the San Antonio Water System 
(SAWS) to repair sewer lines in areas where additional 
monitoring has shown sewer lines to be a contributing 
problem to water quality was highlighted. The Upper 
San Antonio River WPP was discussed, including 
implementation in the River Loop area. The Lower San 
Antonio River TMDL has been adopted by TCEQ, and 
is awaiting EPA approval, which is expected in October. 
Meetings and discussion to develop the I-Plan are 
scheduled to begin in early 2009. More information is 
available at http://www.sara-tx.org/. 
 
Texas Instream Flow Program 
 
In 2001, the 77th Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 2 
which directed the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD), the TCEQ, and the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB), in cooperation with other appropriate 
agencies, to jointly establish and continuously maintain 
an instream flow data collection and evaluation program. 
In addition, the agencies were directed to conduct studies 
and analyses to determine appropriate methodologies for 
determining flow conditions in state rivers and streams 
necessary to support a sound ecological environment, 
including riparian and floodplain features, considering 
hydrology, biology, geomorphology, water quality, and 
connectivity. The Programmatic Work Plan for Texas 
Instream Flow Studies identifies priority studies, 
outlines the roles of the state agencies, and presents the 
scope of the studies and the general methods used to 
conduct the studies. First-tier priority instream flow 
studies are on-going in the lower San Antonio River 
Basin, the lower and middle Brazos River Basin, and the 
lower Sabine River Basin. For more information on the 
Texas Instream Flow Program is available at 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/instreamflows. 
 
On August 21, 2008, Brian Koch attended a study design 
workgroup meeting in College Station for the Instream 
Flow Study on the middle and lower Brazos River Basin. 
The purpose of this meeting was for participants to gain 
a greater understanding of the river, for the agencies to 
garner local perspectives on the river, and for 
participants to understand their role as workgroup 

members and to develop a goal statement for the river to 
guide the next stage of the study design process. 
 
A similar study design workgroup meeting was held 
August 19, 2008 in Orange focused on the Instream 
Flow Study on the lower Sabine River Basin. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
On August 11, 2008, Aaron Wendt participated in a 
conference call of the planning team for the Texas 
Watershed Planning Short Course. Proper training of 
watershed coordinators and water resource professionals 
is needed to ensure that WPPs are adequately planned, 
coordinated and implemented and the results properly 
assessed and reported. To provide the needed training, 
this Short Course provides participants with guidance on 
stakeholder coordination, education, and outreach; 
meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a WPP; data 
collection and analysis; and the tools available for plan 
development. The inaugural offering of this Short 
Course was in June 2008 in Bandera. During this 
conference call, the planning team finalized 
modifications to the agenda for the next course, which is 
scheduled for January 2009. More information is 
available at http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
 
On August 20, 2008, Andy Garza, Ricardo Chapa, 
Ronnie Ramirez, and Pamela Casebolt attended the 
Arroyo Colorado Agricultural Issues Workgroup 
meeting in Weslaco. Discussion centered on project 
updates, best management practices available for cost-
share or incentives, and future funding needs and 
opportunities. TSSWCB has obligated significant CWA 
§319(h) NPS Grant monies to implement agricultural 
components of the Arroyo Colorado WPP. Through 
current, on-going projects, technical and financial 
assistance has resulted in certification of 121 WQMPs 
on 6,273 acres and continued education/outreach efforts 
have reached over 5,000 people through field days and 
trainings. A nutrient management field day, a TCEQ 
waste pesticide collection event, and a soil testing 
campaign are scheduled for this fall. The water quality 
monitoring project began in April 2008and the in-stream 
drainage ditch sampling component continues to move 
forward while setbacks in the edge-of-field study have 
delayed tasks until next year. The draft updated land 
use/land cover map was available for review and 
comment. The workgroup agreed to seek additional 
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CWA §319(h) NPS Grant funding from TSSWCB to 
continue technical assistance in the watershed. 
 
On August 21, 2008, Andy Garza and Pamela Casebolt 
attended the Arroyo Colorado Watershed Steering 
Committee meeting in Weslaco. Discussion centered on 
workgroup updates and the long-term sustainability of 
the Partnership. The Valley Land Fund is proposing to 
spearhead the activities of the Habitat Restoration 
Workgroup. The Partnership will initiate steps to 
become a 501(c)(3) organization but will wait to take 
action until a new watershed coordinator is hired. The 
Partnership is continually seeking grant funds to benefit 
the Arroyo Colorado watershed and implement 
components of the WPP. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado watershed in 
Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy Counties. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
 
On July 29, 2008, Brian Koch attended a meeting for the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP in Clute. This was the first of two 
public meetings held in July to update stakeholders on 
the WPP planning process. The other meeting was held 
July 31, 2008 in Lake Jackson. An overview of the 
project was provided including the risk assessment 
conducted in 2004 which led to this WPP development 
project. A review of water quality parameters and data 
was given, including Load Duration Curves and flow 
and precipitation data. There was an attempt to run the 
SELECT model to help calculate loading, but the bayou 
being a tidal stream prevented the model to run 
effectively; as a result the STEPL model will be run to 
quantify the loading. Stakeholder concerns included 
moving livestock from the top of the priority of sources, 
and placing failing septic systems there, as data from the 
County suggests septic systems are a bigger issue than 
livestock. 
 
On August 26, 2008, Brian Koch attended a meeting for 
the Bastrop Bayou WPP in Lake Jackson. This was the 
first of two public meetings held in August to update 
stakeholders on the WPP planning process. The other 
meeting was held August 27, 2008 in Freeport. The main 
objective of the meeting was to give an update on the 
modeling to be done to help quantify loadings into the 
bayou. This has been a challenge since Bastrop Bayou is 
a tidal stream. One option is to use flow data from a 
neighboring stream with similar characteristics, and 

another was to use data in the watershed from the flood 
control district in combination with the HEC-HMS 
model. This data is necessary to run Load Duration 
Curves for the different data points, and to get the load 
reductions necessary to help complete the WPP. Also, 
the group discussed prioritization of pollutant sources 
based on comments and surveys from the watershed, 
including livestock, failing septic systems, wastewater 
treatment facilities, and urban runoff. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.bastropbayou.org/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations in 
the Bastrop Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
 
On August 21, 2008, Loren Henley attended a Brady 
Creek WPP advisory committee meeting in Eden. 
Discussion began with an update on water quality 
monitoring sites along Brady Creek, and the levels of 
different water quality concerns found at the sites. A 
project status report was given by the Upper Colorado 
River Authority (UCRA) to alert the stakeholders that 
the project will now be a watershed characterization, 
rather than the development of WPP. UCRA intends to 
submit a water quality assessment report to TCEQ at the 
end of August. TCEQ explained the intent to continue 
efforts for the WPP and discussed possible funding 
mechanisms to accomplish development of the WPP. 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This project has 
the potential to impact agricultural operations in the 
Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, San 
Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
 
On August 26, 2008, Mitch Conine and Aaron Wendt 
attended a Buck Creek WPP coordination meeting with 
project personnel in College Station. Updates on the 
progress of the project were given. The success of the 
June field day was discussed. The water quality 
sampling portion of the project is continuing on schedule 
and preliminary data from bacterial source tracking 
(BST) were discussed. An agricultural workgroup 
meeting is being scheduled in mid-September 2008 to 
discuss effective BMPs that might be included in the 
WPP. A stakeholder meeting is tentatively planned for 
the end of October 2008. More information is available 
at http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to impact livestock and farming operations in 

Attachment Section Page 1208

http://www.arroyocolorado.org/
http://www.bastropbayou.org/
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/


 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • 4311 S 31st Street, Suite 125 • Temple, Texas 76502• (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  August 2008 
 

10 

the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, Collingsworth, 
and Childress Counties. 
 
Clear Creek 
 
At their September 10, 2008 meeting, the TCEQ intends 
to consider adopting Nine TMDLs for Bacteria in Clear 
Creek and Tributaries (Segments 1101, 1101B, 1101D, 
1102, 1102A, 1102B, 1102C, 1102D, and 1102E). The 
public comment period was June 6 through July 5. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
8-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have limited 
affect on livestock operations in the Clear Creek 
watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and Fort Bend 
Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
 
On August 14, 2008, Brian Koch attended a Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Advisory Committee meeting in 
Dickinson. At this meeting updates were given on the 
progress of the WPP. A brand (identity) for the 
partnership was approved by the committee. The 
Ordinance Comparison Analysis will focus on 
ordinances pertaining to smart growth and open space. 
New brochures for adults and youth have been 
developed and a public Planning Roundup and BBQ 
Bash is scheduled for August 23, 2008. All workgroups, 
except the Land Use Workgroup, are finished with their 
portions of the WPP and editing continues on the final 
draft of the WPP, which should be completed in 
September 2008. This WPP is proceeding in tandem 
with the on-going Dickinson Bayou TMDLs for bacteria 
and dissolved oxygen. More information on the WPP is 
available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the 
WPP and the TMDLs have the potential to affect 
farming and ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Galveston Bay 
 
On August 20, 2008, the TCEQ adopted Six TMDLs for 
Bacteria in Waters of the Upper Gulf Coast (Segments 
2421, 2422, 2423, 2424, 2432, and 2439). These 
TMDLs focus on protecting oyster harvesting waters in 
the Galveston Bay system, including East Bay, West 
Bay, Chocolate Bay and Trinity Bay. These TMDLs 
must be approved by the EPA. More information is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/7
4-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL will have limited 

to no affect on livestock operations around the Galveston 
Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, Galveston and 
Brazoria Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
 
On July 29, 2008, Pamela Casebolt and Loren Henley 
attended the Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan stakeholder 
meeting in Pflugerville. Discussion centered on progress 
in developing the I-Plan for the Gilleland Creek bacteria 
TMDL. After a brief history of the watershed and 
TMDL, the five technical workgroups (Natural Resource 
Management, Wastewater, Stormwater Management, 
Ordinances and Planning, and Education and Outreach) 
presented their recommendations to improve water 
quality in the Gilleland Creek watershed. Workgroups 
will continue to meet over the next six months and the 
Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) and TCEQ 
will draft the I-Plan. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/6
9-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL will have 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Gilleland 
Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granbury 
 
On August 7, 2008, Mitch Conine attended the Lake 
Granbury WPP stakeholder meeting in Granbury. The 
stakeholders were presented modeling results from 
Espey Consultants, Inc. Model inputs that were included 
in the model were bacteria concentrations, circulation of 
canal water, and septic systems. The inputs were then 
modeled to determine potential loads in the watershed. 
The committee took action and voted to use the updated 
land use analysis. Duck populations were identified as a 
source of concern as well; Brazos River Authority 
conducted a population survey of ducks in the lake and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department indicated that 
waterfowl concentrations of 100 waterfowl per lake 
surface acre would be a concern. Results from the duck 
survey indicated 64 waterfowl per lake surface acre with 
the highest waterfowl populations occurring in fall and 
winter. Finally, BMPs that would help abate urban and 
agricultural NPS pollution were discussed. More 
information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp. This WPP has the 
potential to affect agricultural operations around Lake 
Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties 
 
Lake Houston 
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On August 19, 2008, Brian Koch attended the Bacteria 
Implementation Group (BIG) meeting in Houston. The 
BIG is focused on implementing bacteria TMDLs in the 
greater Houston area, including Lake Houston, Buffalo 
and White Oak Bayous, Clear Creek and others. At this 
meeting, the group approved the groundrules and the 
alternate members for the BIG. The timeline for 
developing the TMDL I-Plan was given covering the 
formation of the group to delivering final 
recommendations. This process is expected to take place 
over the next 24 months. Workgroups were discussed, 
and the question of shifting livestock under agriculture 
took the bulk of the discussion time. Originally livestock 
was placed under the general source category “animals” 
and lumped with pets and wildlife. It was clarified that 
management strategies for each of these animal types 
differ greatly. More information on the BIG is available 
at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/BIG/default.aspx. More 
information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/8
2-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the potential to 
affect livestock operations in the Lake Houston 
watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, San 
Jacinto, Walker and Waller Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
 
On August 19, 2008, Joel Clark, Teresa Reese, Loren 
Henley, Lee Munz and Aaron Wendt met with the 
Robertson County SWCD #451 to discuss progress on 
the Little Brazos River Tributaries Bacteria Assessment 
project. Specific project tasks were discussed including 
stakeholder facilitation, water quality monitoring and 
modeling, and bacterial source tracking. Input was 
solicited on proposed monitoring locations. Discussion 
turned towards stakeholder involvement and identifying 
appropriate stakeholders that should be involved in the 
process. Waterbodies of interest are all impaired for 
elevated bacteria and include Walnut Creek, Mud Creek, 
Pin Oak Creek, Spring Creek and Campbells Creek. This 
project has the potential to affect livestock operations in 
these five watersheds in Robertson County. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
 
On August 20, 2008, the TCEQ adopted One TMDL for 
Bacteria in the Lower San Antonio River (Segment 
1901). This TMDL must be approved by the EPA. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/3
4-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will affect 

livestock operations in the Lower San Antonio River 
watershed in Karnes, Goliad, Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, 
Victoria, and Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
 
On August 6, 2008, Brian Koch attended a Texas 
Watershed Steward workshop in Luling. Over 85 
participants, including city planners, teachers, 
landowners, farmers and ranchers, attended the 
workshop to learn about local water quality issues in 
Plum Creek and ways to get involved in local watershed 
management efforts. The Texas Watershed Steward 
Program was developed by the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service through CWA §319(h) NPS grants 
from the TSSWCB. More information about the Texas 
Watershed Steward Program is available at 
http://tws.tamu.edu. 
 
On August 14, 2008, Brian Koch and Pamela Casebolt 
attended the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership Steering 
Committee meeting in Lockhart. Updates on the status 
of funding proposals submitted by the Caldwell-Travis 
SWCD and AgriLife Extension to TSSWCB and the 
City of Kyle to TCEQ for CWA §319(h) NPS Grants 
were provided. The Cities of Buda, Lockhart, and Kyle 
are currently voluntarily monitoring the quality of 
effluent from their wastewater treatment facilities while 
Luling is evaluating the opportunity to initiate 
monitoring. The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 
(GBRA) has been conducting outreach and education 
activities with funding through a TCEQ grant, including 
producing roadway signage, an educational brochure, 
and an interactive wastewater treatment facility on-line 
model, as well as, conducting the second NEMO training 
in May and planning for two septic system trainings in 
late August. Surface water quality monitoring continues 
in the watershed and a website containing the water 
quality data collected will be available within the next 
month or two. It was proposed that the Steering 
Committee send a letter of support for the Hays County 
Development Regulations emphasizing the Partnership’s 
support of water quality protection. The Steering 
Committee moved to delay voting on the letter until 
more information was presented to them. More 
information is available at http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. 
This WPP affects livestock and farming operations in the 
Plum Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings – September and October 
2008 
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• September 3 – Eagle Mountain Reservoir WPP 
public meeting (Decatur) 

• September 3 – Eagle Mountain Reservoir WPP 
public meeting (Newark) 

• September 6 – Friends of the San Bernard River 
meeting (Brazoria) 

• September 8 – U.S. International Boundary and 
Water Commission Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee meeting (El Paso) 

• September 9 – San Antonio River Instream Flow 
Study Design Workgroup meeting (Floresville) 

• September 9 – Adams and Cow Bayous TMDL I-
Plan stakeholder meeting (Orange) 

• September 10 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting regarding 
Clear Creek TMDL (Austin) 

• September 11 – Cedar Creek WPP stakeholder 
meeting (Kaufman) 

• September 11 – TSSWCB Wharton Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(Columbus) 

• September 11 – Community-Based Social Marketing 
Workshop (Grand Prairie) 

• September 16 – Greater Houston Area Bacteria 
Implementation Group meeting (Houston) 

• September 16 - Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholder 
meeting (Jefferson) 

• September 17 – Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan 
Natural Resource Management Workgroup (Austin) 

• September 17 – Lower Colorado River Authority 
Clean Rivers Program Steering committee 
(Matagorda) 

• September 25 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop on Lampasas River (Lampasas) 

• September 25-27 – Texas Coastal Conference 
(Galveston) 

• October 7 – Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia (EPA Webcast) 
• October 7-9 – Solutions to Instream Flows 

Conference (San Antonio) 
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• October 20-21 – Sustainable Water Resources 
Conference (Houston) 

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 
CONTROL 

 
 
 

Program 
Overview 

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) is a member of Texas’ Coastal 
Coordination Council, which administers the Texas 
Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution Control 
Program. The TSSWCB manages the agricultural 
and silvicultural portions of this program. The 
Texas Coastal Management Program was approved 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) on January 10, 1997. The 
Texas Coastal Management Program is 
administered by the Texas Coastal Coordination 
Council and staff of the Texas General Land Office. 
Section 6217 of the Coastal Zone Act 
Reauthorization Amendments requires each state 
with an approved Coastal Management Program to 
develop a federally approvable program to control 
coastal nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. The 
program must be submitted within 30 months of 
Coastal Management Program approval. As a result, 
the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program was submitted in December 1998 
by the Coastal Coordination Council. The Coastal 
Management Program recognizes the TSSWCB and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) as holding primary responsibility over the 
development and implementation of the NPS 
program. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/coastalnps. 
 
 
Program Activities 
The next CCC meeting will be September 18, 2008 
on the coast. Meeting location has not yet been 
determined. Meeting information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html
 
CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  
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The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html
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Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 
2008 state CIAP funding. Coastal Land Advisory 
Board staff are currently reviewing all submitted 
applications. Recommendations for funding will be 
submitted to the Coastal Land Advisory Board by 
the end of the year. All grant applicants will be 
notified at that time regarding projects 
recommended for funding. 

 
CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. 

The full application is due October 15, 2008 by 5:00 
p.m. 

Information on this grant program is available 
online:  

Erosion Response Rules Change Hearing 
 
The Texas General Land Office will hold a public 
hearing in the Cameron County/South Padre Island 
area on September 4, 2008 to receive public 
comment on the proposed rule amendments and 
new rules concerning 31 TAC Chapter 15. 
These rule amendments and new rules address 
Coastal Area Planning, Management of the 
Beach/Dune System, and Coastal Erosion Planning 
and Response that were originally published in the 
May 16, 2008, issue of the Texas Register at (33 
TexReg 3885) and (33 TexReg 3894). The GLO 
proposed amendments to §15.2, relating to 
definitions; §15.3, relating to review periods for 
proposed construction, review periods for local 

government beach and dune plans, and 
determination of the line of vegetation by the GLO; 
and §15.8 relating to beach user fees. The GLO also 
proposed new §15.16 and amended §15.41 in order 
to provide guidelines for local governments to 
establish erosion response plans that incorporate a 
building set-back line. 
The hearing will be held in compliance with 
§2001.029 of the Texas Government Code to 
provide all interested persons a reasonable 
opportunity to submit data, views, or arguments, 
verbally or in writing on the proposed rulemaking. 
The hearing will be at 5:00 p.m. in the Town of 
South Padre Island Municipal Complex, Board of 
Aldermen Room, 2nd Floor (4601 Padre Blvd., 2.5 
miles north of the Queen Isabella Causeway on 
South Padre Island). Persons with disabilities who 
wish to attend the hearing and require auxiliary aids 
or services should contact Gary Ainsworth at 956-
761-6458, so that appropriate arrangements can be 
made. 
Written comments regarding the proposed rule may 
be submitted in lieu of testimony at the hearing or 
may be sent by email or U.S. mail to Mr. Walter 
Talley, Texas Register Liaison, Texas General Land 
Office, P.O. Box 12873, Austin, TX 78711, 
facsimile number (512) 463-6311, no later than 
September 15, 2008. 

WATER ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS REPORT  

 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of water enhancement projects 
designated by the Soil and Water Conservation 
Board.   

 
• The TSSWCB staff and other professionals 

have reviewed current water enhancement 
projects throughout the State identifying the 
highest water yielding areas of each project 
with the assistance of Ken Rainwater PhD., 

Attachment Section Page 1212

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html


P.E., BCEE Director, Water Resource Texas 
Tech University. 

 
• Provided the following SWCDs with Water 

Enhancement Program Updates, Water 
Enhancement Program Certification, and /or 
Contracts 
   
  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
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 Runnels SWCD     
Middle Clear Fork SWCD    

   
  

Area 3 
McMullen County SWCD 

 LaSalle County SWCD 
Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 

 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 
 
Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

 
• Legislative update for Senator Duncan, Rep. 

Drew Darby 
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
• Assist Upper Guadalupe River Authority in 

reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 
with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

• Assist Sen. Wentworth office in developing 
Guadalupe Watershed project 

•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 
of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 

• Assisted Upper Colorado River Authority 
with Concho River Water Protection Plan 

 
• Review all GR-06, GR-07, GR-08 funds in 

Water Enhancement Program 
 

• Review Texas Invasive Species Council 
with Chairman of Appropriations and other 
Representatives and Senators at the Capital 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas and 
Texas Senate Districts that have watershed projects. 
A state-wide fact sheet has also been prepared. You 
may access the fact sheets from the Texas 
Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  
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The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 

watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

O&M Initiative 
NRCS has conducted an O&M initiative mandated by their national office. This included an O&M inspection, an estimate 
of needed O&M and associated costs, an estimated of needed major repairs and the repair cost, and a review of the hazard 
classification of all of the structures. These actions have been completed. A summary of the cost data compiled to date is: 

NRCS Assisted Watershed Program Dams as of August 28, 2008 

Designed 
Hazard Class 

Current Hazard 
Class # of Dams O&M Costs Repair Costs 

Rehabilitation 
Costs 

Sponsor's Share 
of Rehab Cost 

Low High 233 $863,136 $13,336,800 $334,500,000 $117,075,000 
Significant High 15 $70,134 $0 $15,000,000 $5,250,000 

High High 95 $477,313 $277,000 NA NA 
Low Significant 35 $106,263 $773,500 NA NA 

Significant Significant 77 $258,519 $5,577,000 NA NA 
Low Low 1,540 $9,303,377 $33,582,793 NA NA 

Totals - 1,995 $11,078,741 $53,547,093 $349,500,000 $122,325,000 
 

Notes: 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Low to High Hazard criteria = $1.5 million per dam (based on recently completed projects). 
233 L to H dams - 10 dams rehabbed to date = 223 dams need rehab; Cost = 1.5 X 223 = $334.5 million 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Significant to High Hazard criteria = $1.0 million per dam. 
Repair costs are in addition to rehabilitation costs. 
Rehabilitation costs are shared 65% federal and 35% local sponsor. 
RC&D dams with evaluated life<100 years not included. 
 
O&M Costs are the costs needed to complete needed O&M. It does not include costs for annual O&M. 
 
Rehabilitation is needed to bring dams up to high hazard safety standards because of downstream development. 
O&M is routine maintenance: mowing, brush control on dam and spillway, maintaining fences,  
Repair is major repair above normal maintenance: slope slides, inlet or spillway replacement,  
If a dam needs both repair and rehabilitation, the repair will be performed as part of the rehabillitation. 
 

Dam Safety Rules Revision 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The proposed rules were posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 25, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. The 
comment period has been closed. The proposed 
rules may be viewed or downloaded from TCEQ’s 
web site: 
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http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html
 
 

The revised rules should become effective January, 
2009.  
 

 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
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groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.
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Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 

would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

4311 S 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us 
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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Budgeting and Accounting 
September 30th Deadlines:  

* 4th Quarter Director Mileage and Per 
Diem claims 
* Technical Assistance reimbursements  
* Supplemental Technical Assistance 
reimbursements 
* Return of Director Mileage and Per 
Diem 75% advance payment not used  
* Technical Service Provider 
reimbursements  

      Please see page 2 for more information! 

 
 

STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 1:30 p.m, in Temple, Texas at the 
Texas AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension 
Center on Wednesday, November 19, 2008.  A 
formal State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 a.m. in Temple, Texas at the Texas 
AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension Center 
on Thursday, November 20, 2008.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the September 18, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for November 20, 
2008. To view any past Board Meeting minutes visit 
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the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
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For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
September 30th Deadlines:  

* 4th Quarter Director Mileage and Per Diem 
claims 
* Technical Assistance reimbursements  
* Supplemental Technical Assistance 
reimbursements 
* Return of Director Mileage and Per Diem 
75% advance payment not used  
* Technical Service Provider 
reimbursements  
 

Supplemental payments for Fiscal Year 2008 
Matching Funds, Director Mileage and Per Diem, 
and Technical Assistance will be made in October. 
 
Effective September 1, 2008 the Texas State Soil 
and Water Conservation Board renewed through 
August 31, 2009 the blanket Director and Officers 
Liability Insurance Policy purchased last year for all 
Districts and Directors of Districts. There is no 
action required by your board to continue coverage. 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
have already paid the premium. 
 
Financial Statements and Audit Notifications for 
Fiscal Year 2008 are due October 31. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMAN RESOURCES 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for a Natural 
Resource Specialist IV position in the Gonzales 
Poultry Program Office location. For more 
information on TSSWCB employment please visit 
the link below: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
The State Board proposes amendments to its 
Agricultural and Silvicultural Water Quality 
Management rules in Chapter 523.  
 
The proposed amendments were published in the 
Texas Register, Friday, August 22, 2008 and are 
open for review and comment. Comments on the 
proposed rules may be submitted in writing to Rex 
Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and 
Water Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, 
Texas 76503.  To view this document please visit: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/docs/infoed/33_
TexReg_6742____August_22-2.pdf
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Annual State Meeting of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 
The Annual State Meeting has been rescheduled due 
to Hurricane Ike. The Meeting will now be held in 
Bastrop on October 27-28 at the Hyatt Regency 
Lost Pines Resort and Spa. All Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts that have registered will 
receive a notification in the mail.  Please refer to the 
website for information regarding hotel 
accommodations. If you have any questions, please 
contact Mel Davis or Meredith Whitley at 254-773-
2250. 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeti
ng
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth (WAY)— In a 
teleconference on Septembers 22, The Public 
Information/Education Committee enacted a change 
related to cash awards given to high point 
individuals in the regional wildlife contests and the 
state contest.  Because of an IRS ruling that cash 
awards are prohibited to be given by a 501 (c)(3) 
organization directly to individuals, the committee 
decided to grant the cash awards to the high point 
scoring FFA chapter  in each of the five regions as 
well as the top three high point scoring FFA 
chapters in the state contest. Such action is 
acceptable to the IRS because the granting of the 
cash award is given directly to an educational entity. 
 
SWCD Director/Employee Program 
Development Workshop— A workshop for 
directors and district employees will be scheduled in 
January 09.  Districts will be receiving information 
about the workshop in early November. 
 
Priority Education Funding Grant Program- 
SWCDs who have requested funding in the 08 fiscal 
year under the priority education funding program 
and have completed their projects, but who have not 
yet submitted an after project report are reminded 
that to receive their requested funds the report must 

be submitted to the Association of Texas SWCD 
office.    
 
Area Association Meetings  
The Northeast Texas Association of SWCDs met in 
Gilmer on Sept. 22nd. Texas Commissioner of 
Agriculture Todd Staples was the featured speaker. 
He spoke about agriculture in Texas, and 
specifically the impact of agriculture in Northeast 
Texas region.  State Board and State Association 
officials also presented reports of their respective 
organizations. A business meeting was also 
conducted. (Trey Watson, Area IV Field 
Representative) 
 
 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
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Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts for 
agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency has 
been implementing WQMPs since the mid 1990s 
and has completed over 10,000 plans in the State of 
Texas. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office recently sent out a 
letter and checklist to poultry producers to remind 
them TSSWCB will soon be conducting inspections 

of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are 
meeting all the necessary requirements.  In addition, 
existing WQMPs are being reviewed and updated 
and plans are being developed for newly 
constructed farms. 
 
Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher this fiscal year than past years.  
Due to increasing number of farms and increasing 
overall population and increased awareness and 
availability of the complaint processes to the public, 
this trend will probably continue.  TSSWCB is 
actively working with producers, the industry, and 
other agencies to minimize negative effects to 
neighbors from poultry farms. 
 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
 

 
TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states 
to develop a program to protect the quality of water 
resources from the adverse effects of nonpoint 
source (NPS) pollution. The Texas NPS 
Management Program is the State’s official 
roadmap for addressing NPS pollution. The 
program publication is updated every five years. 
The most recent revision was submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by the 
Governor in December 2005. The Texas NPS 
Management Program is jointly administered by the 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 
The Texas NPS Management Program utilizes 
baseline water quality management programs and 
regulatory, non-regulatory, financial, and technical 
assistance approaches to achieve a balanced NPS 
Management Program. Programs within the scope 
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of the Texas NPS Management Program that are 
administered either entirely or jointly by the 
TSSWCB include (1) a CWA, §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program, (2) a Total Maximum Daily Load 
Program, and (3) a Coastal Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Control Program. The agency also 
administers a Water Quality Management Plan 
Program that falls within the scope of the Texas 
NPS Management Program which is described and 
highlighted elsewhere in this publication. 
 
NPS pollution is managed through assessment, 
planning, implementation, and education. The 
TCEQ and TSSWCB have established goals and 
objectives for guiding and tracking the progress of 
NPS management in Texas. The goals describe 
guiding principles for all activities under the NPS 
Management Program. The objectives specify the 
key methods that will be used to accomplish the 
goals. Success in achieving the goals and objectives 
are reported annually in the NPS Annual Report, 
which is submitted to EPA in accordance with 
CWA requirements. 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Management 
Program involves partnerships among many 
organizations. With the extent and variety of NPS 
issues across Texas, cooperation across political 
boundaries is essential. Many local, regional, state, 
and federal agencies play an integral part in 
managing NPS pollution, especially at the 
watershed level. They provide information about 
local concerns and infrastructure and build support 
for the kind of pollution controls that are necessary 
to prevent and reduce NPS pollution. By 
establishing coordinated frameworks to share 
information and resources, the State can more 
effectively focus its water quality protection efforts. 
 
The following is a compilation of relevant 
information pertaining to the multiple water quality 
programs administered by and/or coordinated 
through TSSWCB that collectively represent the 
agency’s efforts in supporting the goals and 
objectives of the Texas NPS Management Program. 
 

Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program – 2010 Revision Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the initial 
stages of updating the program publication. Staff 
from both agencies met on June 17, 2008 to begin 
discussing roles and responsibilities for the report, 
as well as a timeline for completion. Efforts to 
move forward with revisions to the program 
publication have been temporarily suspended while 
TCEQ completes a staff reorganization. 
 
FY2008 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are currently 
developing the content of the report. Staff from both 
agencies met on August 25, 2008 and again on 
September 5, 2008 to discuss the structure and 
content of the report, as well as a timeline for 
completion. The report will highlight the State’s 
efforts during fiscal year 2008 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or 
prevent NPS pollution, and educate and involve the 
public to improve and maintain the quality of water 
resources for current and future generations of 
Texans. This report must be submitted to EPA in 
January 2009 to ensure continued funding. 
 
CLEAN WATER ACT §319(h) 
NONPOINT SOURCE GRANT 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the CWA in 1987, 
establishing a national program to control NPS 
water pollution. Through §319(h), federal funds are 
provided through the EPA to states for the 
development and implementation of each state’s 
NPS management program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the TCEQ and the 
TSSWCB. Approximately one-half of each 
agency’s allocation is strictly for addressing waters 
listed as impaired on the Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List; this portion of the 
funding is referred to as “incremental” funding. The 
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remainder of each agency’s allocation is referred to 
as “base” funding and may be used for other 
activities including prevention, demonstration, and 
outreach efforts for waters that may be threatened 
but not yet listed as impaired. 
 
Protecting the State’s streams, lakes, bays, and 
aquifers from the impacts of NPS pollution is a 
complex process. Texas uses a Watershed Approach 
to focus efforts on the highest priority water quality 
issues of both surface water and groundwater. The 
Watershed Approach is based on the following 
principles: 

• Geographic focus based on hydrology rather 
than political boundaries; 

• Water quality objectives based on scientific 
data; 

• Coordinated priorities and integrated 
solutions; 

• Diverse, well-integrated partnerships. 
 
For groundwater management, the geographic focus 
is on aquifers rather than watersheds. Otherwise, the 
approach is the same. Wherever interactions 
between surface water and groundwater are 
identified, management activities will support the 
quality of both resources. 
 
The TSSWCB and TCEQ apply the Watershed 
Approach to managing NPS pollution by supporting 
the development and implementation of watershed 
protection plans (WPP). WPPs are locally-driven 
projects that serve as a mechanism for voluntarily 
addressing complex water quality problems that 
cross multiple jurisdictions. WPPs are coordinated 
frameworks for implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. 
Through the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages 
stakeholders to holistically address all of the sources 
and causes of impairments and threats to both 
surface and ground water resources within a 
watershed. 
 
The development of WPPs are supported by 
§319(h) funding to varying extents, however, a 
WPP or other watershed-based plan that meets 

EPA’s criteria is required in order to utilize 
“incremental” §319(h) funding in order to 
implement portions of WPPs. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) and WPP development and 
implementation and are summarized in the Planning 
and Implementation section of this publication. 
 
FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Status 
 
There are currently 64 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling approximately $13 million are 
primarily being used to address NPS pollution from 
animal feeding operations, prevent atrazine runoff, 
provide technical assistance, implement best 
management practices, support various NPS 
outreach/education programs, develop and 
implement WPPs, and implement the NPS portion 
of TMDL Implementation Plans. Details on some of 
these projects are summarized in the Planning and 
Implementation section of this publication; updates 
on other projects not directly associated with 
restoration activities through a WPP or TMDL are 
available upon request from the TSSWCB’s 
Statewide Resource Management group; Contact 
T.J. Helton at thelton@tsswcb.state.tx.us or 254-
773-2250, ext. 234 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
Status 
 
The TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 §319(h) 
program allocation is $4,578,700. Of the 18 
proposals submitted to TSSWCB, 6 were selected 
for funding. TSSWCB submitted the FY2008 
§319(h) grant application to EPA on July 9, 2008. 
TSSWCB staff received written comments 
regarding individual workplans from EPA staff on 
July 31, 2008. TSSWCB staff developed responses 
to these comments and submitted them to EPA on 
August 7, 2008. TSSWCB staff had a conference 
call with EPA staff on August 14, 2008 to discuss 
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any remaining issues regarding the FY2008 Grant 
Application. At the end of the conference call 
TSSWCB staff were informed that EPA was not 
going to approve the workplan submitted to begin 
implementing components of the Pecos River WPP 
and the $1,499,859 dedicated to this project would 
be withheld from the agency’s grant award. 
 
A meeting was held August 28, 2008 to discuss 
EPA’s decision regarding the implementation 
project for the Pecos River WPP. The meeting was 
attended by Rex Isom, John Foster, T.J. Helton, 
Aaron Wendt, Mitch Conine, Allan Jones (Texas 
Water Resources Institute), representatives from 
Texas AgriLife Extension and USDA-Agricultural 
Research Service, Miguel Flores (EPA Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division Director), and 
other EPA program staff. During this meeting, EPA 
assured the TSSWCB that the funding for this 
project was not in jeopardy of being lost, but an 
adequate review of the existing Pecos River WPP 
would need to be completed by EPA prior to the 
funding being added to the FY2008 §319(h) grant 
award. EPA also stressed that anticipated load 
reductions for salinity would need to be included in 
the implementation project’s scope of work. 
 
FY2009 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant Program 
Request for Proposals Status 
 
The FY2009 Request for Proposals will be 
published in the Texas Register on October 3, 2008, 
posted on the TSSWCB’s website, and e-mailed to 
all SWCDs and cooperating entities on our contact 
list. The deadline for proposal submission is 
November 21, 2008. 
 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The federal CWA requires Texas to identify lakes, 
rivers, streams and estuaries failing to meet or not 
expected to meet water quality standards and not 
supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 

waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and 
must be submitted to the EPA for review and 
approval every two years. 
 
The State must then establish a TMDL for certain 
waterbodies identified on the Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List. A TMDL defines the 
maximum amount of a pollutant that a waterbody 
can assimilate on a daily basis and still meet water 
quality standards. The pollution reduction goal set 
by the TMDL is necessary to restore attainment of 
the designated use of the impaired waterbody. The 
maximum amount of a pollutant is determined by 
conducting a detailed water quality assessment that 
provides the information for a TMDL to allocate 
pollutant loads between point sources and nonpoint 
sources. It also takes into account a margin of 
safety, which reflects uncertainty and future growth. 
 
Based on the environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. The I-Plan specifies 
limits for point source dischargers and recommends 
best management practices for nonpoint sources. It 
also lays out a schedule for implementation. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full 
use of the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) 
List. EPA must approve the TMDL, but the I-Plan 
only requires State approval. 
 
With authority as the lead agency in Texas for 
planning, implementing, and managing programs 
and practices for preventing and abating agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS pollution, TSSWCB has 
shared responsibility with the TCEQ for the 
development and implementation of TMDLs. 
TSSWCB is committed to funding and 
collaborating with TCEQ on TMDL projects 
encompassing monitoring, assessment, modeling, 
planning, education and implementation. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through TMDL and/or WPP development 
and implementation. Impaired waters may be 
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addressed through either mechanism depending on 
the specific situation. Summaries of the TSSWCB’s 
activities within specific watersheds are available in 
the Planning and Implementation section of this 
publication. 
 
FY2008 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. 
These monies have been fully obligated. There are 
currently 6 on-going projects that support increased 
analytical infrastructure at public bacterial source 
tracking laboratories, implementation of agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS components of TMDL I-
Plans, and development of TMDLs through the 
collection and analysis of water quality and land use 
data. A 7th project, leveraged with funding from the 
FY2003 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant, has already 
been completed. 
 
FY2009 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 17, 2008, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2009 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. Staff 
have obligate $255,250 through two contracts that 
support 1) implementation of agricultural NPS 
components of TMDL I-Plans and 2) technical 
assistance for the development of WQMPs on 
agricultural lands. Staff are in the process of 
developing workplans, budgets and contracts with 
collaborating entities to obligate the remaining 
$945,244 for various projects to begin work this 
fall. 
 
TEXAS COASTAL NONPOINT 
SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) 
was created to coordinate state, local, and federal 
programs for the management of Texas coastal 
resources. The program brings in federal Coastal 

Zone Management Act (CZMA) funds to Texas’ 
state and local entities to implement projects and 
program activities for a wide variety of purposes. 
The Coastal Coordination Council (CCC) 
administers the CMP and is chaired by the 
Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office 
(GLO). It is comprised of the chair or appointed 
representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD), the TCEQ, the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB), the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the 
TSSWCB, the Railroad Commission of Texas 
(RRC), the director of the Texas A&M University 
Sea Grant Program and four gubernatorial 
appointees. These members are selected to provide 
fair representation for all aspects concerning coastal 
issues. 
 
The Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments 
(CZARA), §6217, requires each state with an 
approved coastal zone management program to 
develop a federally approvable program to control 
coastal nonpoint source pollution. 
 
This program for Texas is the Texas Coastal NPS 
Pollution Control Program (Coastal NPS Program) 
and has been under development since 1997. To 
facilitate the development of the Coastal NPS 
Program, the CCC appointed a Coastal NPS 
Pollution Control Program workgroup comprised of 
staff from GLO, TCEQ, RRC, TxDOT, TPWD, 
TSSWCB and a public member from the CCC. This 
workgroup has addressed comments submitted by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and EPA regarding Texas' 
Coastal NPS Program, reviewed and recommended 
proposed NPS pollution control projects, and 
researched possible options to enhance the program. 
 
In December 1998, Texas submitted its Coastal 
NPS Program to NOAA and EPA. After two and a 
half years of discussion between Texas and the 
federal agencies, NOAA and EPA published in the 
Federal Register, in late September 2001, their 
intent to approve the Texas Coastal NPS Program 
with certain conditions. NOAA and EPA identified 
the following six areas that Texas must strengthen 
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or correct prior to receiving full approval of the 
Coastal NPS Program: 
 

1. New Development and Existing 
Development 

2. Site Development 
3. Watershed Protection 
4. New and Operating Onsite Sewage Disposal 

Systems 
5. Roads, Highways, and Bridges (not under 

TxDOT jurisdiction) 
6. Hydromodification 

 
The second notice to conditionally approve Texas' 
Coastal NPS Program was posted in the Federal 
Register on April 7, 2003. The final conditional 
approval letter was sent on July 3, 2003. Texas was 
given five years to meet the remaining conditions. 
 
States that fail to submit an adequate program face 
penalties including loss of EPA and NOAA funds of 
10% for the first year, and up to 30% in the fourth 
year of an unapproved program. 
 
Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program Status 
 
In July 2008, the CCC sent a letter to NOAA and 
EPA with supporting documentation that addressed 
the remaining conditional approval findings in the 
Coastal NPS Program. The CCC will continue to 
work with EPA and NOAA in order to obtain full 
approval of the Coastal NPS Program. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration granted 
Conditional Approval to the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (NPS). Texas 
has five years to meet the five remaining conditions 
to gain full approval of the program: 

1.  New Development and Site Development 
(areas not covered by Phase II Texas 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
stormwater program) 
2. Watershed Protection and Existing 
Development. 
3. New and Operating Onsite Sewage 
Disposal Systems (OSDS) 

4. Roads, Highways, and Bridges (not under 
TxDOT jurisdiction) 
5. Hydromodification 

The NPS Work Group has developed a list of potential 
options that will be used to address the remaining 
conditions and submitted it to NOAA and EPA for 
approval. 

 
On August 15, 2008, the Governor appointed Bob 
McCan to the Coastal Coordination Council for a 
term to expire May 31, 2009. McCan fills the 
agriculture representative position on the CCC. The 
CCC oversees Texas Coastal Management Program 
grants and adopts policies to guide decision-making 
by entities regulating or managing natural resource 
use along the Texas coast. McCan is past president 
of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers 
Association, chairman of the Grazing Lands 
Conservation Initiative, regional vice president of 
the National Cattleman’s Beef Association, and 
chairman of the Victoria SWCD #346. He replaces 
John Sullivan of Galveston.  
 
 

CIAP Program  
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 
2008 state CIAP funding. Coastal Land Advisory 
Board staff are currently reviewing all submitted 
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applications. Recommendations for funding will be 
submitted to the Coastal Land Advisory Board by 
the end of the year. All grant applicants will be 
notified at that time regarding projects 
recommended for funding. 

CMP Grant Program 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. The full application is 
due October 15, 2008 by 5:00 p.m. Information on 
this grant program is available online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.ht
ml

 
WATER QUALITY COORDINATION 
ACTIVITIES 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the 
Board and Commission. This framework for 
collaboration between the two agencies describes 
the programmatic mechanisms employed to develop 
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA. The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting in Austin, the Board and Commission 
approved the recommendations from the joint 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force. The Board directed 
TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ 
to 1) incorporate the principles of the 
recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and 

3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. 
TSSWCB staff continue to work with TCEQ staff to 
implement these directives. 
 
Specifically, staff have completed a full draft of the 
revised TMDL Program Guidance document and 
are working with TCEQ staff to resolve outstanding 
issues and move this project to conclusion and 
publish the document. TSSWCB staff have also 
worked with TCEQ staff to resume work on the 
development of TMDLs paused during the Task 
Force process, including holding public stakeholder 
meetings and collecting and analyzing data. 
 
On July 28, 2008, Aaron Wendt, TJ Helton and 
Mitch Conine met with TCEQ staff to discuss 1) the 
status of Bacterial Source Tracking (BST) projects 
across the state, 2) current BST methodologies in 
use in Texas, 3) the current “state-of-the-science” of 
BST, and 4) needed improvements in quality 
assurance and control for BST methods. These 
discussions will aid TSSWCB and TCEQ staff in 
establishing a multi-agency workgroup to examine 
issues identified in the Task Force Report, including 
BST. 
 
Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List 
 
On July 9, 2008, EPA partially approved, and 
partially disapproved, the 2008 Texas 303(d) List. 
This report describes the status of the state’s waters, 
as required by the federal CWA. It summarizes the 
status of the state’s surface waters, including 
concerns for public health, fitness for use by aquatic 
species and other wildlife, and specific pollutants 
and their possible sources. The List identifies those 
waterbodies not attaining water quality standards as 
impaired. Specifically, EPA approved Texas’ listing 
of 836 waterbody-pollutant combinations but did 
not agree with the State’s decision to not list one 
waterbody-pollutant combination. EPA has 
identified Corpus Christi Bay as impaired for 
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recreation use due to excessive levels of bacteria 
and placed this waterbody-pollutant combination on 
the final 2008 Texas 303(d) List. More information 
on EPA’s decision is available at 
http://www.epa.gov/EPA-WATER/2008/July/Day-
17/w16387.htm. More information on the Texas 
Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List is available 
at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
 
Surface Water Quality Standards Triennial 
Review 
 
Major revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards are being drafted by TCEQ, including the 
establishment of numeric nutrient criteria for 
reservoirs and modifications to contact recreation 
use and bacteria criteria. TCEQ accepted comments 
on the draft rule language through May 27, 2008; 
TSSWCB staff submitted comments focused on the 
proposed revisions to the bacteria standards. Since 
the May 5, 2008 meeting of the TCEQ Surface 
Water Quality Standards Advisory Workgroup, 
TCEQ has posted all comments, as received, on the 
website. Comments will be incorporated and the 
draft rule (Standards) will be proposed in the Texas 
Register for public comment. TCEQ adoption of 
any changes to the Standards is not expected until 
mid-2009. EPA must also approve any changes.  
 
More information on this Standards review process 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one 
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 

committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin. These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code 
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The data 
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.htm
l. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder 
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan developed under the auspices of the National 
Estuary Program. The TSSWCB is a named 
member of the Galveston Bay Council. More 
information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of 
the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty Counties. 
 
Texas Instream Flow Program 
 
In 2001, the 77th Texas Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 2 which directed the TPWD, the TCEQ, and the 
TWDB, in cooperation with other appropriate 
agencies, to jointly establish and continuously 
maintain an instream flow data collection and 
evaluation program. In addition, the agencies were 
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directed to conduct studies and analyses to 
determine appropriate methodologies for 
determining flow conditions in state rivers and 
streams necessary to support a sound ecological 
environment, including riparian and floodplain 
features, considering hydrology, biology, 
geomorphology, water quality, and connectivity. 
The Programmatic Work Plan for Texas Instream 
Flow Studies identifies priority studies, outlines the 
roles of the state agencies, and presents the scope of 
the studies and the general methods used to conduct 
the studies. First-tier priority instream flow studies 
are on-going in the lower San Antonio River Basin, 
the lower and middle Brazos River Basin, and the 
lower Sabine River Basin. For more information on 
the Texas Instream Flow Program is available at 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/instreamflows. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course provides participants with guidance on 
stakeholder coordination, education, and outreach; 
meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a WPP; 
data collection and analysis; and the tools available 
for plan development. The Texas Water Resources 
Institute, with CWA §319(h) funding from the 
TCEQ, developed this course. The planning team 
included TSSWCB staff. More information is 
available at http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
H-GAC Natural Resources Advisory Council 
 
On August 7, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
Natural Resources Advisory Council meeting for 
Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) in 
Houston. At this meeting a public hearing for 
comments on the 2008 Water Quality Management 
Plan Update was held. Discussion on environmental 
activities within the greater Houston area covered 
watershed planning for cities not in the MS4 

program, the H-GAC Clean Water Initiative, and 
the Bacteria Implementation Group. More 
information is available at http://www.hgac.com/. 
 
Statewide Feral Hog Abatement Program 
Advisory Committee 
 
On August 28, 2008, Mel Davis participated in the 
Feral Hog Abatement Program Advisory Committee 
meeting in Austin. Led by the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service with grant funding from the 
Texas Department of Agriculture, this program is 
designed to implement regional feral hog control 
strategies. The Advisory Committee was assembled 
to prioritize geographic focus areas, discuss 
effective control methods, and identify where funds 
could be leveraged with other programs. More 
information is available at http://ws.tamu.edu/ or 
http://feralhog.tamu.edu/. 
 
Lone Star Healthy Streams 
 
The Lone Star Healthy Streams Project Steering 
Committee is scheduled to meet October 27 in 
conjunction with the 68th Annual Meeting of Texas 
Soil And Water Conservation District Directors in 
Bastrop. The main topics to be discussed are: 

• Review the Lone Star Healthy Streams 
Education Program for educating cattlemen 
on bacteria issues. 

• Evaluate the results of the first year of 
research on grazing practices and bacteria 
water quality. 

• Discuss the Bacteria Water Quality 
Standards, proposed changes and 
implications of research findings. 

 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• September 30 – Caddo Lake WPP Stakeholder 

meeting (Jefferson) 
• October 7 – Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia (EPA 

Webcast) 
• October 7-9 – Solutions to Instream Flows 

Conference (San Antonio) 
• October 9 – Carters and Burton Creeks TMDL 

Public Meeting (College Station) 
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• October 10 – Landowner’s Toolbox: Workshop 
on Rural Land Management focused on 
Gilleland (Austin) 

• October 13 –Forum on Hypoxia in Corpus 
Christi Bay (Corpus Christi) 

• October 14 – Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Bacteria Assessment Public Meeting (Franklin) 

• October 15 – Galveston Bay Council (TBD) 
• October 16 – Lower Rio Grande Water Quality 

Initiative Technical Advisory Group (Harlingen) 
• October 17 – Impact of Manure Application on 

Soil and Water Quality (NLPELC Webcast) 
• October 17 – Trinity Basin Conservation 

Foundation Annual Meeting (Crockett) 
• October 20 – Instream Flow Workgroup on 

Middle and Lower Brazos River (College 
Station) 

• October 21 – Instream Flow Workgroup on 
Lower San Antonio River (Floresville) 

• October 21 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory 
Work Group (Austin) 

• October 20-21 – Sustainable Water Resources 
Conference (Houston) 

• October 23 – Buck Creek WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Wellington) 

• October 27 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Weslaco) 

• October 28 – Houston area Bacteria 
Implementation Group (BIG) (Houston) 

• October 30 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop on Leon River (Comanche) 

• November 5-7 – Texas Water Quality 
Conference (San Antonio) 

• November 6 – Coastal Coordination Council 
Executive Committee (Austin) 

• November 13 – Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Lockhart) 

• November 19 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop on Arroyo Colorado (Harlingen) 

 
 
 
 
 

WATER QUALITY PLANNING AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On September 9, Brian Koch attended and Adams 
and Cow Bayous TMDL I-Plan meeting in Orange. 
This meeting focused on identifying implementation 
strategies for the TMDL. The largest reductions in 
bacteria loadings are anticipated by regionalizing 
wastewater infrastructure, including removing as 
many people from septic systems as possible and 
eliminating dischargers along the bayous by moving 
them to the Sabine River, which is capable of 
assimilating greater effluent waste loads. In the 
meantime, work is being performed to upgrade 
septic systems and identify problem areas. Also, 
education and outreach programming is planned 
that utilizes the Texas Watershed Steward Program 
and Texas Stream Team. It was noted that both the 
TSSWCB WQMP Program and USDA NRCS 
EQIP already are on-going implementation 
programs in the watershed that are being utilized by 
farmers and ranchers. A draft of the I-Plan is 
expected in November. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html. These TMDLs have 
limited impacts on livestock and forestry operations 
in the Adams and Cow Bayous watershed in 
Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
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watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Atascosa River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-atascosa.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Atascosa River 
watershed in Atascosa, Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live 
Oak, McMullen, Medina and Wilson Counties. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.bastropbayou.org/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Bastrop Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This project 
has the potential to affect agricultural operations in 
the Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, 
San Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 

 
 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
TCEQ intended to consider adopting Eighteen 
TMDLs for Bacteria in Buffalo and Whiteoak 
Bayous and Tributaries (Segments 1013, 1013A, 
1013C, 1014, 1014A, 1014B, 1014E, 1014H, 
1014K, 1014L, 1014M, 1014N, 1014O, 1017, 
1017A, 1017B, 1017D, and 1017E) as final at their 
September 24, 2008 meeting. Prior to that meeting, 
due to extensive damage to the Houston area from 
Hurricane Ike, TCEQ rescheduled action on these 
TMDLs until December 10, 2008. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/22-buffalobayou.html. This TMDL will have 
limited to no affect on livestock operations in the 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous watershed in Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen, 
pH,  
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Prote
ction%20Plan/Caddo_index.html. This WPP has the 
potential to affect poultry, forestry and other 
agricultural operations in the Caddo Lake watershed 
in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, 
Marion, Wood, Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins 
Counties 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
Impairment: pH 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On September 11, 2008 Loren Henley and Lee 
Munz attended the Cedar Creek Watershed Steering 
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Committee meeting in Kaufman. The economic 
performance cost analysis for BMPs was discussed. 
The Kaufman-Van Zandt SWCD gave an update on 
WQMPs that have been developed for local 
landowners; there are currently seven WQMPs in 
the watershed. A tour and discussion of urban 
BMPs was conducted; stakeholders viewed some of 
the proposed urban BMPs, including rainwater 
harvesting. Tarrant Regional Water District 
(TRWD) reviewed the monitoring sites with the 
stakeholders and asked for their approval of the 
monitoring regime. Finally, stakeholders were asked 
for their feedback on the draft WPP document. 
Workgroups broke out and discussed their relevant 
portions of the WPP. 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect agricultural 
operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in 
Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt 
Counties. 
 
Clear Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On September 10, 2008, the TCEQ adopted, as 
final, Nine TMDLs for Bacteria in Clear Creek and 
Tributaries (Segments 1101, 1101B, 1101D, 1102, 
1102A, 1102B, 1102C, 1102D, and 1102E). These 
TMDLs must be approved by the EPA 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/68-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Clear 
Creek watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and 
Fort Bend Counties. 
 
Concho River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen, Macrobenthics 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 

UCRA has submitted the final version of the WPP 
to TSSWCB and staff are in the process of 
reviewing the document for consistency with the 
nine elements, after which the WPP will be 
forwarded to EPA for federal consistency review. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. 
This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Concho River watershed in Coke, 
Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, 
Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, 
Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/42-copano.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission 
and Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, 
Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDLs for bacteria and dissolved oxygen. 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/17-dickinson.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the WPP and 
the TMDLs have the potential to affect farming and 
ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
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Eagle Mountain Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On September 3, 2008, Aaron Wendt and Lee Munz 
attended an Eagle Mountain Reservoir Watershed 
Steering Committee meeting in Decatur. Another 
meeting was also held that evening in Newark. 
These were the first public meetings to present 
information and work the Texas Water Resources 
Institute (TWRI) and the TRWD have been doing to 
understand water quality conditions in the reservoir. 
While the focus of the WPP is on abating sediment 
and nutrient loading to the reservoir, there are 
numerous streams that drain to the lake which are 
impaired for bacteria. TWRI and TRWD are 
soliciting stakeholders to participate in this planning 
process. 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to 
affect agricultural operations in the Eagle Mountain 
Reservoir watershed in Clay, Jack, Montague, 
Parker, Tarrant and Wise Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks 
watershed in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Galveston Bay 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 

More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations around the 
Galveston Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, 
Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On September 17, 2008, Pamela Casebolt attended 
the Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Natural Resource 
Management Workgroup meeting via conference 
call. The main topics of discussion were the 
landowner workshop planned for October 10, 2008 
and how to garner landowner participation in the 
Creekside Conservation Program. The workshop 
entitled Landowner’s Toolbox: A free workshop on 
rural land management practices to conserve soil 
and water will focus on the benefits of streams and 
riparian areas, working in and around streams, and 
funding resources to implement best management 
practices. The Creekside Conservation Program is 
funded through a CWA §319(h) NPS grant from the 
TSSWCB to the Lower Colorado River Authority 
and will be featured at the workshop. 
 
More information on the Creekside Conservation 
Program is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/community/conservation/creeks
ide.html. More information on the TMDL is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations in the 
Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granbury 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp. This WPP has 
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the potential to affect agricultural operations around 
Lake Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties. 
 
Lake Granger 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concern: Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
granger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in 
Williamson and Burnet Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
Concern: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenviron
mentalwater319grant.cfm. This WPP has the 
potential to affect farming and livestock operations 
in the Hickory Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Lake Houston 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information on the greater Houston area 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) is available 
at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/BIG/default.aspx. 
More information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the 
potential to affect livestock operations in the Lake 
Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
 
 
 

Lake O’ the Pines 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On July 9, 2008, the TCEQ approved An 
Implementation Plan for One TMDL for Dissolved 
Oxygen in Lake O' the Pines (Segment 0403). On 
July 17, 2008, the Board also approved this I-Plan. 
 
TSSWCB staff collaborated with TCEQ staff and 
Lake O’ the Pines watershed stakeholders, including 
SWCD Directors, NRCS, the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service, and the Texas Forest Service, to 
draft this I-Plan. The goal of the I-Plan is to restore 
the high aquatic life use in Lake O’ the Pines by 
increasing average concentrations of dissolved 
oxygen through reductions in phosphorus loadings. 
To reduce phosphorus loadings from animal feeding 
operations, the I-Plan establishes goals for 
developing and implementing WQMPs on 100% of 
poultry operations and 85% of dairies in the 
watershed. TSSWCB and NRCS will continue to 
provide technical and financial assistance to achieve 
these goals. Additionally, TSSWCB will continue to 
work with the Texas Forest Service to administer a 
BMP program focused on minimizing impacts to 
water quality from forestry activities. TSSWCB will 
continue to support forestry implementation 
monitoring and BMP effectiveness studies in East 
Texas conducted by the Texas Forest Service. 
Finally, educational outreach activities will be used 
to promote the efficient and wise use of phosphorus 
within the watershed. Educational outreach 
programs will be coordinated by the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service, and others, and targeted towards 
1) commercial providers of fertilizers, 2) 
homeowners for lawn and garden practices, 3) 
agricultural producers, 4) homeowners with OSSFs, 
and 5) forestry operations. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and I- Plan 
affect poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the 
Lake O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, 
Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 

Attachment Section Page 1232



 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • 4311 S 31st Street, Suite 125 • Temple, Texas 76502• (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  September 2008 
 

18 

Lampasas River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On September 25, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
Texas Watershed Steward workshop in Lampasas. 
Participants learned about local water quality issues 
and ways to get involved in local watershed 
management efforts. The workshop was sponsored 
by TSSWCB, the Texas AgriLife Extension 
Service, and Texas AgriLife Research Center at 
Blackland in support of ongoing watershed planning 
efforts in the Lampasas River watershed. Workshop 
participants learned about watershed systems, water 
quality regulation and monitoring, methods to 
improve water quality, and how to become more 
involved in decision-making regarding the 
protection and management of community water 
resources. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
lampasas. This WPP will affect livestock operations 
in the Lampasas River watershed in Bell, Burnet, 
Hamilton, Lampasas and Mills Counties. 
 
Leon River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ (TMDL), TSSWCB (WPP) 
 
On September 2, 2008, the TCEQ announced that 
final adoption of the proposed One TMDL for 
Bacteria in the Leon River below Proctor Lake 
(Segment 1221) has been delayed. Proposed 
revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards may affect future decisions to 
recommence with development of this TMDL. 
Before moving forward, the TCEQ will schedule 
meetings with stakeholders to discuss options for 
future actions. 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDL for bacteria. More information on the 

TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leonbacteria.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/managementprogra
m/leonwpp. Both the WPP and the TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Leon River 
watershed in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and 
Hamilton Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: Indeterminate 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On August 20, 2008, the TCEQ adopted, as final, 
One TMDL for Bacteria in the Lower San Antonio 
River (Segment 1901). This TMDL must be 
approved by the EPA. 
 
On September 18, 2008, the Board considered 
approving this TMDL but postponed action and 
requested staff obtain clarity on TCEQ’s decision to 
adopt the TMDL in light of 1) on-going issues with 
proposed revisions to the Surface Water Quality 
Standards and 2) decisions to postpone action on 
other TMDLs including the Leon River and Peach 
Creek. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Lower San 
Antonio River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, 
Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
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North Bosque River 
Impairment: Nutrients, Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/06-bosque.html. This TMDL affects dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in 
Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and 
McLennan Counties. 
 
Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen (Bay only) 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
In August 2008, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
published a report, Hydrologic Conditions and 
Quality of Rainfall and Storm Runoff for Two 
Agricultural Areas of the Oso Creek Watershed, 
Nueces County, Texas, 2005–07, that describes the 
results of a three-year study of agricultural NPS 
runoff from cropland in the Oso Creek watershed. 
The study was conducted by USGS and Texas 
AgriLife Research Center at Corpus Christi with 
funding from the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries 
Program and a CWA §319(h) NPS grant from 
TSSWCB. Results from this study were discussed at 
the June 26 stakeholder meeting. The report is 
available at http://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2008/5103/. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/67-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may 
affect livestock and farming operations in the Oso 
Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Peach Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On September 2, 2008, the TCEQ announced that 
final adoption of the proposed One TMDL for 
Bacteria in Peach Creek (Segment 1803C) has been 

delayed. Proposed revisions to the Texas Surface 
Water Quality Standards may affect future decisions 
to recommence with development of this TMDL. 
Before moving forward, the TCEQ will schedule 
meetings with stakeholders to discuss options for 
future actions. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On September 25, Pamela Casebolt attended the 
Caldwell County Regional Water and Wastewater 
Planning Study meeting in Lockhart. This study is 
funded with a grant from the TWDB to the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority. Discussion 
centered on providing Caldwell County with the 
water supplies needed for future development while 
protecting the surface water quality and 
groundwater supplies in the area from adverse 
effects. Participants were informed on the study’s 
scope of work which entails developing baseline 
information, establishing an advisory group, 
formulation of development scenarios, analysis of 
water quality options, developing a regional water 
supply and quality protection plan, and 
recommendations of watershed management 
practices. Addressing wastewater infrastructure 
needs, as through this study, is one the 
recommended management strategies identified in 
the Plum Creek WPP. 
 
More information is available at 
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
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San Bernard River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On September 6, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
Friends of the River San Bernard Annual Meeting 
in Brazoria. The group discussed progress in the 
effort to restore the mouth of the San Bernard River 
to the Gulf; work is slated to begin within the next 6 
months. Also, the group discussed the expansion of 
their activities throughout the entire watershed. 
Brian Koch presented information on water quality 
conditions in the watershed and discussed the 
concept of watershed planning. He presented 
information on WPPs from across the state, the nine 
element of potentially successful WPPs, and the 
Texas Watershed Steward Program. The group 
expressed interest in beginning the development of 
a WPP for the San Bernard River. More information 
is available at http://www.sanbernardriver.com/. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have 
limited to no affect on farming and livestock 
operations in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in 
Fort Bend County. 
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WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS 
REPORT  

 
BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   

 
• Provided the following SWCDs with Water  

Supply Enhancement Updates, Water 
Supply Enhancement  Program Certification, 
and /or Contracts 

   
  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD   
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD  
 Pedernales SWCD  
 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Middle Clear Fork SWCD    
  
 Area 3 

McMullen County SWCD 
 LaSalle County SWCD 

Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 

Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

 
• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 

water yield in State Brush Projects 
 

• Assist Upper Guadalupe River Authority in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

 
• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 

with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

 

Attachment Section Page 1235



• Assist Sen. Wentworth Rep. Hilderbran’s 
office in developing Guadalupe Watershed 
project 
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•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 

of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 
and spraying of Salt Cedar 

 
• Attended Legislative Conference in San 

Angelo and attendees included Speaker Tom 
Craddick, Rep. Aycock, Rep. Darby, Rep. 
Chisum, Senator Duncan, Rep. Heflin, and 
Rep. Hilderbran. 

 
• Provided information to Rep. Aycock on 

using different brush species as Bio Fuel 
alternative 

 
• Provided information to Rep. Chisum, Rep 

Swinford and Rep. Darby on the Texas 
Invasive Species Coordinating Committee 

 
• Hosted Governors Drought Preparedness 

Committee in San Angelo and participated 
in field day at O.C. Fisher Reservoir  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas and 
Texas Senate Districts that have watershed projects. 
A state-wide fact sheet has also been prepared. You 
may access the fact sheets from the Texas 
Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams.
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O&M Initiative 
NRCS has conducted an O&M initiative mandated by their national office. This included an O&M inspection, 
an estimate of needed O&M and associated costs, an estimated of needed major repairs and the repair cost, and 
a review of the hazard classification of all of the structures. These actions have been completed. A summary of 
the cost data compiled to date is: 

NRCS Assisted Watershed Program Dams as of September 15, 2008 

Designed 
Hazard Class 

Current Hazard 
Class # of Dams O&M Costs Repair Costs 

Rehabilitation 
Costs 

Sponsor's Share 
of Rehab Cost 

Low High 233 $868,400 $12,461,800 $334,500,000 $117,075,000 
Significant High 15 $70,100 $0 $15,000,000 $5,250,000 

High High 95 $494,300 $260,000 NA NA 
Low Significant 35 $106,300 $773,500 NA NA 

Significant Significant 77 $258,500 $5,577,000 NA NA 
Low Low 1,540 $9,410,500 $34,006,600 NA NA 

Totals - 1,995 $11,208,100 $53,078,900 $349,500,000 $122,325,000 
 Notes: 

# of Dams includes inventory sized grade stabilization structures and floodwater retarding structures. 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Low to High Hazard criteria = $1.5 million per dam (based on 
recently completed projects). 
233 L to H dams - 10 dams rehabbed to date = 223 dams need rehab; Cost = 1.5 X 223 = $334.5 million 
Estimated cost to rehab dam from Significant to High Hazard criteria = $1.0 million per dam. 
Repair costs are in addition to rehabilitation costs. 
Rehabilitation costs are shared 65% federal and 35% local sponsor. 
RC&D dams with evaluated life<100 years not included. 

 
O&M Costs are the costs needed to complete needed O&M. It does not include costs for annual O&M. 
 
Rehabilitation is needed to bring dams up to high hazard safety standards because of downstream development. 
O&M is routine maintenance: mowing, brush control on dam and spillway, maintaining fences,  
Repair is major repair above normal maintenance: slope slides, inlet or spillway replacement,  
If a dam needs both repair and rehabilitation, the repair will be performed as part of the rehabilitation. 
 

Dam Safety Rules Revision 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The proposed rules were posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 25, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. The 
comment period has been closed. The proposed 
rules may be viewed or downloaded from TCEQ’s 
web site: 
 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html
 

The revised rules should become effective January, 
2009. Warren Samuelson, Dam Safety Program 
Coordinator with TCEQ will give a presentation on 
the new rules at the state meeting in Bastrop. 
 

TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
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(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  

• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

The Public Education and Outreach Subcommittee 
of the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
encourage the development and coordination of 
educational outreach programs for landowners 
concerned with groundwater protection and 
environmental health issues. In addition, it 
facilitates interagency communication and 
coordination to provide support for landowner 
educational outreach projects.  

They recently met on September 15, 2008 to discuss 
and deliberate the following subjects:  

• abandoned well closure,  
• private well owner drinking water health 

impacts,  
• OSSF maintenance by the home owner, 

(Septic Systems) 
• domestic drinking well sampling, and  
• TEX*A*Syst water quality protection 

program.  

The Subcommittee has developed a Groundwater 
Educational Outreach Plan which addresses these 
and other issues; this Plan will provide guidance to 

the Subcommittee over the next two years and lay 
the foundation for longer-term projects. The 
Subcommittee's Groundwater Educational Outreach 
Plan Implementation Strategy is a working 
document that will be subject to continued 
refinement as the members make progress on 
various Specific Activities. 

Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 

Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

4311 S 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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Budgeting and Accounting 
 
October 31st Deadlines:  
 
Financial Statements and Audit Notifications 
for Fiscal Year 2008 are due October 31. 
 

 
 

 
 

STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 1:30 p.m, in Temple, Texas at the 
Texas AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension 
Center on Wednesday, November 19, 2008.  A 
formal State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 a.m. in Temple, Texas at the Texas 
AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension Center 
on Thursday, November 20, 2008.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the September 18, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for November 20, 
2008. To view any past Board Meeting minutes 
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visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes

 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • 4311 S 31st Street, Suite 125 • Temple, Texas 76502• (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  October 2008 
 

2 

 
For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Financial Statements and Audit Notifications for 
Fiscal Year 2008 are due October 31. 

 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB is not currently recruiting for any 
positions. For more information on TSSWCB 
employment please visit the link below: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Agricultural Leaders Gather at the Hyatt 
Lost Pines Resort for the 68th Annual State 

Meeting of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation District Directors 

 
 
Last week approximately 650 conservation leaders 
gathered at the Hyatt Lost Pines Resort on October 
27-28, 2008, to attend the 68th Annual State 
Meeting of Texas Soil and Water Conservation 
District Directors. 

 
The first General Session began on Tuesday, 
October 28, 2008 with opening remarks from the 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
(TSSWCB) Chairman Jerry Nichols, Nacogdoches. 
Speakers addressing the group on Tuesday included 
Bastrop County Judge Ronnie McDonald, Texas 
Department of Agriculture Commissioner Todd 
Staples, General Land Office Commissioner Jerry 
Patterson, Alpine; State Senator Glenn Hegar, Katy; 
Don Gohmert, State Conservationist, USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and Scott 
Buckles, Vice-President, Association of Texas Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts, Stratford.  

 
In break out sessions Tuesday afternoon, attendees 
heard from John Barton, P.E., Assistant Executive 
Director for Engineering Operations, Texas 
Department of transportation, Dr. Dan Sebert, CEO-
Executive Director, National Watershed Coalition 
from Chandler, Oklahoma, Jennifer Peterson, 
Extension Program Specialist, Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service, Warren Samuelson, Division 
Chief, Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Dam Safety Program, and Steve Bednarz, 
Engineer, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

The state meeting next year is scheduled for 
October 19-21, 2009 in Arlington. Please save the 
date and plan to attend. 

 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeti
ng

Attachment Section Page 1240

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeting
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/swcds/annualmeeting


 
The State Board proposes amendments to 
its Agricultural and Silvicultural Water 

Quality Management rules in Chapter 523. 
 
The proposed amendments were published in the 
Texas Register, Friday, August 22, 2008 and are 
open for review and comment. Comments on the 
proposed rules may be submitted in writing to Rex 
Isom, Executive Director, Texas State Soil and 
Water Conservation Board, P.O. Box 658, Temple, 
Texas 76503.  To view this document please visit: 
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/docs/infoed/33_
TexReg_6742____August_22-2.pdf
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Wildlife Alliance for Youth (WAY)  
The Public Information/Education Committee 
enacted a change related to cash awards given to 
high point individuals in the regional wildlife 
contests and the state contest.  Because of an IRS 
ruling that cash awards are prohibited to be given 
by a 501 (c)(3) organization directly to individuals, 
the committee decided to grant the cash awards to 
the high point scoring FFA chapter  in each of the 
five regions as well as the top three high point 
scoring FFA chapters in the state contest. Such 
action is acceptable to the IRS because the granting 
of the cash award is given directly to an educational 
entity. 
 
SWCD Director/Employee Program 
Development Workshop  
A workshop for directors and district employees has 
been scheduled for January 28-29, 2009.  Districts 
will be receiving information about the workshop in 
early November. Please mark your calendars and 
plan to attend. 
 
Priority Education Funding Grant Program 
SWCDs who have requested funding in the 08 fiscal 
year under the priority education funding program 

and have completed their projects, but who have not 
yet submitted an after project report are reminded 
that to receive their requested funds the report must 
be submitted to the Association of Texas SWCD 
office.    

 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mmcarthur@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
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WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
The TSSWCB Poultry Office sent out a letter and 
checklist to poultry producers in summer 2008 to 
remind them TSSWCB would soon be conducting 
inspections of poultry CAFO facilities to ensure 
they are meeting all the necessary requirements.  
Those inspections have begun.  In addition, existing 
WQMPs are being reviewed and updated and plans 
are being developed for newly constructed farms. 
 

Complaints against poultry farms have been 
significantly higher in fiscal years 2008 & 2009 
than past years.  Due to increasing number of farms 
and increasing overall population and increased 
awareness and availability of the complaint 
processes to the public, this trend will probably 
continue.  TSSWCB is actively working with 
producers, the industry, and other agencies to 
minimize negative effects to neighbors from poultry 
farms. 
 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
 

 
TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states 
to develop a program to protect the quality of water 
resources from the adverse effects of nonpoint 
source (NPS) pollution. The Texas NPS 
Management Program is the State’s official 
roadmap for addressing NPS pollution. The 
program publication is updated every five years. 
The most recent revision was submitted to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by the 
Governor in December 2005. The Texas NPS 
Management Program is jointly administered by the 
TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 
The Texas NPS Management Program utilizes 
baseline water quality management programs and 
regulatory, non-regulatory, financial, and technical 
assistance approaches to achieve a balanced 
program. Programs within the scope of the Texas 
NPS Management Program that are administered 
either entirely or jointly by the TSSWCB include 
(1) a CWA §319(h) NPS Grant Program, (2) a Total 
Maximum Daily Load Program, and (3) a Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program. The 
agency also administers a Water Quality 
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Management Plan Program that falls within the 
scope of the Texas NPS Management Program 
which is described and highlighted elsewhere in this 
publication. 
 
NPS pollution is managed through assessment, 
planning, implementation, and education. The 
TCEQ and TSSWCB have established goals and 
objectives for guiding and tracking the progress of 
NPS management in Texas. The goals describe 
guiding principles for all activities under the Texas 
NPS Management Program. The objectives specify 
the key methods that will be used to accomplish the 
goals. Success in achieving the goals and objectives 
are reported annually in the NPS Annual Report, 
which is submitted to EPA in accordance with 
CWA requirements. 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Management 
Program involves partnerships among many 
organizations. With the extent and variety of NPS 
issues across Texas, cooperation across political 
boundaries is essential. Many local, regional, state, 
and federal agencies play an integral part in 
managing NPS pollution, especially at the 
watershed level. They provide information about 
local concerns and infrastructure and build support 
for the kind of pollution controls that are necessary 
to prevent and reduce NPS pollution. By 
establishing coordinated frameworks to share 
information and resources, the State can more 
effectively focus its water quality protection efforts. 
 
The following is a compilation of relevant 
information pertaining to the multiple water quality 
programs administered by and/or coordinated 
through TSSWCB that collectively represent the 
agency’s efforts in supporting the goals and 
objectives of the Texas NPS Management Program. 
 
Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program – 2010 Revision Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the initial 
stages of updating the program publication. Staff 
from both agencies met on June 17, 2008 to begin 
discussing roles and responsibilities for the report, 

as well as a timeline for completion. Efforts to 
move forward with revisions to the program 
publication have been temporarily suspended while 
TCEQ completes a staff reorganization. 
 
FY2008 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are currently 
developing the content of the report. Staff from both 
agencies met on August 25, 2008 and again on 
September 5, 2008 to discuss the structure and 
content of the report, as well as a timeline for 
completion. The report will highlight the State’s 
efforts during fiscal year 2008 to collect data, assess 
water quality, implement projects that reduce or 
prevent NPS pollution, and educate and involve the 
public to improve and maintain the quality of water 
resources for current and future generations of 
Texans. This report must be submitted to EPA in 
January 2009 to ensure continued funding. 
 

CLEAN WATER ACT §319(h) NONPOINT 
SOURCE GRANT PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the CWA in 1987, 
establishing a national program to control NPS 
water pollution. Through §319(h), federal funds are 
provided through the EPA to States for the 
development and implementation of each State’s 
NPS Management Program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided evenly between the TCEQ and the 
TSSWCB. Approximately one-half of each 
agency’s allocation is strictly for addressing waters 
listed as impaired on the Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List; this portion of the 
funding is referred to as “incremental” funding. The 
remainder of each agency’s allocation is referred to 
as “base” funding and may be used for other 
activities including prevention, demonstration, and 
outreach efforts for waters that may be threatened 
but not yet listed as impaired. 
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Protecting the state’s streams, lakes, bays, and 
aquifers from the impacts of NPS pollution is a 
complex process. Texas uses a Watershed Approach 
to focus efforts on the highest priority water quality 
issues of both surface water and groundwater. The 
Watershed Approach is based on the following 
principles: 

• Geographic focus based on hydrology rather 
than political boundaries; 

• Water quality objectives based on scientific 
data; 

• Coordinated priorities and integrated 
solutions; 

• Diverse, well-integrated partnerships. 
 
For groundwater management, the geographic focus 
is on aquifers rather than watersheds. Otherwise, the 
approach is the same. Wherever interactions 
between surface water and groundwater are 
identified, management activities will support the 
quality of both resources. 
 
The TSSWCB and TCEQ apply the Watershed 
Approach to managing NPS pollution by supporting 
the development and implementation of watershed 
protection plans (WPPs). WPPs are locally-driven 
projects that serve as a mechanism for voluntarily 
addressing complex water quality problems that 
cross multiple jurisdictions. WPPs are coordinated 
frameworks for implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. 
Through the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages 
stakeholders to holistically address all of the 
sources and causes of impairments and threats to 
both surface and ground water resources within a 
watershed. 
 
The development of WPPs are supported by 
§319(h) funding to varying extents, however, a 
WPP that meets EPA’s criteria is required in order 
to utilize “incremental” §319(h) funding in order to 
implement portions of WPPs. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) and WPP development and 

implementation and are summarized in the Planning 
and Implementation section of this publication. 
 
NPS Program Coordination 
 
On October 22, 2008, TJ Helton participated in a 
conference call with staff from EPA Region 6 and 
other States to discuss progress in implementing the 
States’ NPS Management Programs and 
opportunities for collaboration. 
 
FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) NPS 
Grant Status 
 
There are currently 64 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling approximately $13 million are 
primarily being used to address NPS pollution from 
animal feeding operations, prevent atrazine runoff, 
provide technical assistance, implement best 
management practices, support various NPS 
outreach/education programs, develop and 
implement WPPs, and implement the NPS portion 
of TMDL Implementation Plans. Details on some of 
these projects are summarized in the Planning and 
Implementation section of this publication; updates 
on other projects not directly associated with 
restoration activities through a WPP or TMDL are 
available upon request from the TSSWCB’s 
Statewide Resource Management group; Contact 
T.J. Helton at thelton@tsswcb.state.tx.us or 254-
773-2250, ext. 234. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) Grant Application 
Status 
The TSSWCB’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 §319(h) 
program allocation is $4,578,700. Of the 18 
proposals submitted to TSSWCB, 6 were selected 
for funding. TSSWCB submitted the FY2008 
§319(h) grant application to EPA on July 9, 2008. 
TSSWCB staff received written comments 
regarding individual workplans from EPA staff on 
July 31, 2008. TSSWCB staff developed responses 
to these comments and submitted them to EPA on 
August 7, 2008. TSSWCB staff had a conference 
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call with EPA staff on August 14, 2008 to discuss 
any remaining issues regarding the FY2008 Grant 
Application. At the end of the conference call 
TSSWCB staff were informed that EPA was not 
going to approve the workplan submitted to begin 
implementing components of the Pecos River WPP 
and the $1,499,859 dedicated to this project would 
be withheld from the agency’s grant award. 
 
FY2009 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program Request for Proposals Status 
The FY2009 Request for Proposals was published 
in the Texas Register on October 3, 2008, posted on 
the TSSWCB’s website, and e-mailed to all SWCDs 
and cooperating entities on our contact list. The 
deadline for proposal submission is November 21, 
2008. 
 

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD PROGRAM 
 
Background 
The federal CWA requires Texas to identify lakes, 
rivers, streams and estuaries failing to meet or not 
expected to meet water quality standards and not 
supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and 
must be submitted to the EPA for review and 
approval every two years. 
 
The State must then establish a TMDL for certain 
waterbodies identified on the Texas 303(d) List. A 
TMDL defines the maximum amount of a pollutant 
that a waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and 
still meet water quality standards. The pollution 
reduction goal set by the TMDL is necessary to 
restore attainment of the designated use of the 
impaired waterbody. The maximum amount of a 
pollutant is determined by conducting a detailed 
water quality assessment that provides the 
information for a TMDL to allocate pollutant loads 
between point sources and nonpoint sources. It also 
takes into account a margin of safety, which reflects 
uncertainty and future growth. 
 

Based on the environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. The I-Plan specifies 
limits for point source dischargers and recommends 
best management practices for nonpoint sources. It 
also lays out a schedule for implementation. 
Together, the TMDL and the I-Plan serve as the 
mechanism to reduce the pollutant, restore the full 
use of the waterbody and remove it from the 303(d) 
List. EPA must approve the TMDL, but the I-Plan 
only requires State approval. 
 
With authority as the lead agency in Texas for 
planning, implementing, and managing programs 
and practices for preventing and abating agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS pollution, TSSWCB has 
shared responsibility with the TCEQ for the 
development and implementation of TMDLs. 
TSSWCB is committed to funding and 
collaborating with TCEQ on TMDL projects 
encompassing monitoring, assessment, modeling, 
planning, education and implementation. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through TMDL and/or WPP 
development and implementation. Impaired waters 
may be addressed through either mechanism 
depending on the specific situation. Summaries of 
the TSSWCB’s activities within specific watersheds 
are available in the Planning and Implementation 
section of this publication. 
 
FY2008 TMDL Grant Status 
On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. 
These monies have been fully obligated. There are 
currently 6 on-going projects that support increased 
analytical infrastructure at public bacterial source 
tracking laboratories, implementation of agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS components of TMDL I-
Plans, and the collection and analysis of water 
quality and land use data for watersheds with 
impaired waterbodies. A 7th project, leveraged with 
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funding from a CWA §319(h) NPS Grant, has 
already been completed. 
 
 
FY2009 TMDL Grant Status 
On July 17, 2008, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2009 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. Staff 
have obligated $480,111 through five contracts that 
support 1) implementation of agricultural NPS 
components of TMDL I-Plans, 2) technical 
assistance for the development of WQMPs on 
agricultural lands, and 3) the collection and analysis 
of water quality data for watersheds with impaired 
waterbodies. Staff are in the process of developing 
workplans, budgets and contracts with collaborating 
entities to obligate the remaining $945,244 for 
various projects to begin work this fall. 
 
TEXAS COASTAL NONPOINT 
SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) 
was created to coordinate state, local, and federal 
programs for the management of Texas coastal 
resources. The program brings in federal Coastal 
Zone Management Act (CZMA) funds to Texas’ 
state and local entities to implement projects and 
program activities for a wide variety of purposes. 
The Coastal Coordination Council (CCC) 
administers the CMP and is chaired by the 
Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office 
(GLO). It is comprised of the chair or appointed 
representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD), the TCEQ, the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB), the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the 
TSSWCB, the Railroad Commission of Texas 
(RRC), the director of the Texas A&M University 
Sea Grant Program and four gubernatorial 
appointees. These members are selected to provide 
fair representation for all aspects concerning coastal 
issues. 
 

The Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization 
Amendments (CZARA), §6217, requires each state 
with an approved coastal zone management 
program to develop a federally approvable program 
to control coastal nonpoint source pollution. 
 
This program for Texas is the Texas Coastal NPS 
Pollution Control Program (Coastal NPS Program) 
and has been under development since 1997. To 
facilitate the development of the Coastal NPS 
Program, the CCC appointed a Coastal NPS 
Pollution Control Program workgroup comprised of 
staff from GLO, TCEQ, RRC, TxDOT, TPWD, 
TSSWCB and a public member from the CCC. This 
workgroup has addressed comments submitted by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and EPA regarding Texas' 
Coastal NPS Program, reviewed and recommended 
proposed NPS pollution control projects, and 
researched possible options to enhance the program. 
 
In December 1998, Texas submitted its Coastal 
NPS Program to NOAA and EPA. After two and a 
half years of discussion between Texas and the 
federal agencies, NOAA and EPA published in the 
Federal Register, in late September 2001, their 
intent to approve the Texas Coastal NPS Program 
with certain conditions. NOAA and EPA identified 
the following six areas that Texas must strengthen 
or correct prior to receiving full approval of the 
Coastal NPS Program: 
 

1. New Development and Existing 
Development 

2. Site Development 
3. Watershed Protection 
4. New and Operating Onsite Sewage Disposal 

Systems 
5. Roads, Highways, and Bridges (not under 

TxDOT jurisdiction) 
6. Hydromodification 

 
The second notice to conditionally approve Texas' 
Coastal NPS Program was posted in the Federal 
Register on April 7, 2003. The final conditional 
approval letter was sent on July 3, 2003. Texas was 
given five years to meet the remaining conditions. 
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States that fail to submit an adequate program face 
penalties including loss of EPA and NOAA funds of 
10% for the first year, and up to 30% in the fourth 
year of an unapproved program. 
 
Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Control Program Status 
 
In July 2008, the CCC sent a letter to NOAA and 
EPA with supporting documentation that addressed 
the remaining conditional approval findings in the 
Coastal NPS Program. The CCC will continue to 
work with EPA and NOAA in order to obtain full 
approval of the Coastal NPS Program. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration granted 
Conditional Approval to the Texas Coastal 
Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (NPS). Texas 
has five years to meet the five remaining conditions 
to gain full approval of the program: 

1.  New Development and Site Development 
(areas not covered by Phase II Texas 
Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
stormwater program) 
2. Watershed Protection and Existing 
Development. 
3. New and Operating Onsite Sewage 
Disposal Systems (OSDS) 
4. Roads, Highways, and Bridges (not under 
TxDOT jurisdiction) 
5. Hydromodification 

The NPS Work Group has developed a list of potential 
options that will be used to address the remaining 
conditions and submitted it to NOAA and EPA for 
approval. 

 
CCC 
 
The Executive Committee will meet in Austin on 
November 6, 2008. 
 

CIAP Program  
 
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 

amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
MMS. This plan will include the recommended 
projects that have been submitted for funding.  

The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html

Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 
2008 state CIAP funding. Coastal Land Advisory 
Board staff are currently reviewing all submitted 
applications. Recommendations for funding will be 
submitted to the Coastal Land Advisory Board by 
the end of the year. All grant applicants will be 
notified at that time regarding projects 
recommended for funding. 

CMP Grant Program 
 
As in the previous grant cycles, the Coastal 
Coordination Council (CCC) expects to award 
approximately $1.8 million for planning, 
acquisition, construction, education, and research 
projects in Grant Cycle 14. The full application is 
due October 15, 2008 was the deadline for the 
grants. The grant review team will begin reviewing 
the project proposals in November. Information on 
this grant program is available online:  

http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/grants/cycle14.ht
ml

 

WATER QUALITY COORDINATION 
ACTIVITIES 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
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on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the 
Board and Commission. This framework for 
collaboration between the two agencies describes 
the programmatic mechanisms employed to develop 
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA. The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
On September 23, 2008, John Foster and TJ Helton 
met with staff from the new TCEQ Water Quality 
Planning Division and on October 16, Rex Isom, 
John Foster, and TJ Helton, again met with staff 
from the new TCEQ Water Quality Planning 
Division. Discussion focused on collaborative 
efforts between the two agencies. 
 
On October 9, 2008 Donna Long, Lee Munz, Mitch 
Conine, Loren Henley, Pamela Casebolt, and Aaron 
Wendt met with staff from TCEQ to discuss how 
TSSWCB-funded water quality data may be 
submitted to the TCEQ Surface Water Quality 
Monitoring Information System (SWQMIS) for use 
in the biennial assessment of the State’s water 
quality (Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List). 
 
NRCS State Technical Committee 
On October 7, 2008, John Foster and TJ Helton 
participated in a meeting of the NRCS State 
Technical Committee in Austin. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting in Austin, the Board and Commission 
approved the recommendations from the joint 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force. The Board directed 
TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ 
to 1) incorporate the principles of the 
recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and 
3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report. More information is available at 

http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. TSSWCB 
staff continue to work with TCEQ staff to 
implement these directives. 
 
On October 17, 2008, Aaron Wendt attended a 
meeting with TCEQ staff in Austin to hear a 
presentation from a medical doctor on infectious 
disease, bacteria and contact recreation in 
waterbodies. 
 
Surface Water Quality Standards 
Triennial Review 
Major revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards are being drafted by TCEQ, including the 
establishment of numeric nutrient criteria for 
reservoirs and modifications to contact recreation 
use and bacteria criteria. TCEQ staff continue to 
address comments received on the draft rule 
language discussed at the May 5, 2008 meeting of 
the Advisory Workgroup. TCEQ expects to post 
revised draft rule language in the near future and 
host another meeting of the Advisory Workgroup. 
TCEQ adoption of any changes to the Standards is 
not expected until mid-2009. EPA must also 
approve any changes. 
 
More information on this Standards review process 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality/stakehold
ers/swqsawg.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one 
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin. These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code 
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requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The data 
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.html. 
 
On October 14, 2008, Brian Koch attended a Lower 
Colorado River Authority (LCRA) Clean Rivers 
Program Steering Committee meeting in 
Matagorda. At this meeting an overview of the 
Environmental Flows Workgroup was given with a 
history of the Colorado River and its impact on 
Matagorda Bay since the 1800s. This highlighted 
the importance of freshwater inflows to Matagorda 
Bay. LCRA presented information on monitoring in 
Matagorda Bay, both chemical and biological. This 
monitoring began after the Diversion Channel was 
built in 1992, which directed the majority of flow 
from the Colorado River into West Matagorda Bay. 
More data is being collected in order to run 
different types of models on how different 
conditions affect the bays. Salinity data from 
Hurricane Ike was provided, and in areas near the 
mouth where there is normally lower salinity, levels 
were the same as the Gulf of Mexico due to the 
surge. The Basin Highlights Report included a 
prioritizing exercise for 4 different waterbodies with 
impairments, including Caney Creek tidal and 
above tidal, Colorado River tidal, and Tres Palacios 
River above tidal, all with bacteria impairments. 
TCEQ presented information on proposed changes 
to the current water quality standards for bacteria 
including a tiered standard for contact recreation 
with consideration for the amount of contact 
recreation for each waterbody, and matching the 
associated risk to each one. The Texas Department 
of Agriculture presented updates on water quality 
conditions across the state, and activities the agency 
is conducting to help with water quality, including 

grants for research on and abatement of feral hogs 
in Texas. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder 
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan developed under the auspices of the National 
Estuary Program. The TSSWCB is a named 
member of the Galveston Bay Council. 
 
Brian Koch attended a meeting for the Galveston 
Bay Council Water and Sediment Quality 
Subcommittee on October 9, 2008, in Webster. At 
this meeting, a Regional Stormwater Training 
Video was viewed; the video is designed for 
builders who apply for stormwater permits for new 
construction in the Galveston Bay watershed. The 
video contains information on permits, rules, and 
violations pertaining to stormwater pollution. 
Following the video, updates were given on the 
Dickinson Bayou and Bastrop Bayou WPPs. The 
Dickinson WPP update contained a general 
overview of the project, dealing with growth, 
bacteria, nutrients, and biological oxygen 
demanding substances. The draft WPP should be 
completed by the end of October. The update on the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP covered items completed 
including the Population Forecast, LDCs, SELECT 
and STEPL modeling, and runoff curves. Items that 
are still being finalized are subwatershed 
delineation and 2008 land use analysis. Also, the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council (HGAC) is 
working with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
to finalize methodology for cropland and livestock 
load estimates and with TCEQ on the Tidal Prism 
Model. HGAC’s Clean Water Initiative was 
discussed; the initiative is a series of programs used 
to aid TMDLs and WPPs and workshops on septic 
systems and urban stormwater have been held. 
Future activities include WPP activities for the 
Brazos River in Brazoria and Fort Bend Counties in 
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the spring of 2009, and a WPP for Westfield Estates 
in northeast Harris County, focusing on septic 
systems and pets. The final discussion was on 
Hurricane Ike’s impact on water quality. The largest 
impact was from the storm surge which in some 
areas pushed close to 20 miles inland, causing 
chemical spills, including petrochemicals. TCEQ 
provided a map of the reported spills, and many 
were reported along the line where the surge 
stopped. Another impact from the surge was 
saltwater intrusion into freshwater areas, killing 
vegetation that was not salt tolerant, causing large 
fish kills and severely degrading water quality. The 
surge also displaced or killed thousands of head of 
cattle, and displaced or killed a large amount of 
wildlife. On a good note, many of the bayous and 
creeks have made rapid recoveries, just weeks 
following the storm. Major power outages caused 
wastewater treatment facilities to bypass raw 
sewage to many of the bayous for several weeks 
following the storm. Many of the marsh restoration 
projects sustained little or no damage which was 
another bit of good news. 
 
Brian Koch attended a quarterly meeting for the 
Galveston Bay Council in Pasadena on October 22, 
2008. At this meeting two action items were 
approved by the council, the first was to approve the 
nominees for the Trinity and San Jacinto Rivers and 
Galveston Bay Stakeholders Committee Bay and 
Basin Expert Science Team for freshwater inflows. 
The other action item was to approve an Ecological 
Mapping Proposal by HGAC as part of the 2009 
workplan for the Galveston Bay Plan. This project 
is to identify critical habitat and help safeguard it 
against transportation development. TPWD gave a 
presentation on post Hurricane Ike assessments 
focusing on the commercial and recreational 
fisheries (oysters, shrimp, and finfish) in Galveston 
Bay and Sabine Lake. One estimate showed that 
over 50% of the statewide commercial resource was 
negatively affected by Ike. Between 50 and 75% of 
the oyster reefs in the Galveston Bay complex were 
silted over and essentially killed because of the 
massive storm surge. Recreational fishing took an 
enormous hit as well, most of the fishing guides that 
are operational have moved to Matagorda or other 

bays until the Bay recovers more. Many boat ramps 
are in need of major repairs, and most of the bait 
camps along the water were completely destroyed 
or severely damaged. Another presentation focused 
on restoration sites and critical habitat areas, and 
included aerial photos of the sites. Overall, many of 
the sites fared really well, the site with the most 
damage was Bird Island near San Luis Pass (where 
Ike made landfall). This area lost about a third of 
the vegetation and land area. This was followed by 
a roundtable discussion of observations and 
assessments of the environmental impacts from Ike. 
In this discussion, the City of Houston reported 
outages at all 39 of their wastewater treatment 
facilities, and estimated about 5 million gallons of 
raw sewage was dumped into the bayous per day 
until the plants were back online. Many residents 
reported sewage backing up into homes because the 
lift stations were without power. USDA-NRCS 
helped identify dead livestock in Chambers and 
Jefferson Counties, and helped dispose of 1,355 
carcasses, most being cattle, but including horses, 
donkeys and feral hogs. NRCS estimated between 
7,000 and 10,000 head of cattle were lost. Another 
issue has been how to deal with the large debris 
fields both inland and offshore that contained parts 
of houses, many dead animals, possible hazardous 
waste, and other items. Many items from the debris 
fields are washing ashore as far away as Corpus 
Christi and Padre Island. One other item of note is 
the State of the Bay Symposium set for January 12-
14, 2009 in Galveston. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of the 
Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty Counties. 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
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promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course provides participants with guidance on 
stakeholder coordination, education, and outreach; 
meeting the EPA's nine key elements of a WPP; 
data collection and analysis; and the tools available 
for plan development. The Texas Water Resources 
Institute, with CWA §319(h) funding from the 
TCEQ, developed this course. The planning team 
included TSSWCB staff.  
 
The next course is scheduled for January 12-16, 
2009 in Bandera. The early registration deadline is 
November 11, 2008. 
 
More information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Lone Star Healthy Streams 
 
On October 27, 2008, Mitch Conine, John Foster, 
TJ Helton, and Aaron Wendt attended the Lone Star 
Healthy Streams Steering Committee meeting in 
Bastrop. The meeting was held in conjunction with 
the 68th Annual Meeting of SWCD Directors. The 
educational portion of the project was discussed and 
a draft presentation was given to the committee 
members to review and make comments on. The 
results from the first year of GPS collar tracking on 
cattle were presented. Preliminary results indicate 
alternative water sources create a possible 75% 
reduction in time cattle spend near the creek, and E. 
coli levels in runoff samples from ungrazed pasture 
are well above the current water quality standard. 
An update was given on the status of the Texas 
Water Quality Standards revision. The Lone Star 
Healthy Streams project will benefit livestock 
operations through out Texas in validating value-
added BMPs. More information can be found at 
http://grazinglands-wq.tamu.edu/. 
 
Houston Envirocast®

 
Brian Koch attended a meeting Houston 
Envirocast® Content Providers on October 7, 2008, 
at the KPRC studios in Houston. An overview was 
provided of what and how Envirocast® is used to 

reach the community and enable them to participate 
and get active, by empowering the community and 
giving a leadership role to partners. The focus was 
to provide information on how to submit stories and 
explain the process involved with getting stories on 
air. Tips were provided on submitting pictures and 
video, and that a human element was important for 
the story to have maximum effectiveness. 
Templates were provided to help guide the 
submission process. 
 
SWCDs are encouraged to submit stories about 
conservation and NPS pollution abatement to 
KPRC. More information is available at 
http://kprc.envirocast.net/. 
 
Sustainable Water Quality Conference 
 
On October 20-21, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
Sustainable Water Resources Conference in 
Houston. This conference was put on by the Bayou 
Preservation Association, and is one of several 
annual symposiums focusing on water resources in 
the greater Houston area. The first day of the 
conference focused on regional growth, and talked 
about 4 million new people coming to the area and 
how that would impact both water quantity and 
quality. Strategies such as the Region H water plan, 
water conservation, and wastewater reuse for water 
quantity were discussed, and for water quality, 
TMDL implementation and education were the 
topics. The second day focused on funding 
mechanisms, including CWA §319(h) NPS Grants, 
CWA State Revolving Funds, Harris County Flood 
Control, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
One strategy discussed was regional wastewater 
management, and the challenges associated with it, 
including populations being spread over a large 
area. Also, low impact development and smart 
growth were discussed as strategies, to reduce NPS 
pollution affecting water resources. And finally, 
using land conservation as a tool not only to protect 
water quality, but to protect invaluable habitat 
resources was highlighted. More information on the 
Conference is available at http://bayoupreservation.org. 
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Upcoming Public Meetings 
 
• November 5-6 – Brackish Groundwater 

Desalination Conference (El Paso) 
• November 6 – Clearwater Underground Water 

Conservation District 8th Annual Water 
Symposium (Belton) 

• November 6 – Northeast Texas Municipal 
Water District Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee (Hughes Springs) 

• November 6 – Coastal Coordination Council 
Executive Committee (Austin) 

• November 6 – Coastal Bend Bays Foundation 
6th Annual Conservation and Environmental 
Stewardship Awards Banquet (Corpus Christi) 

• November 13 – Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Lockhart) 

• November 15 – South Llano River Public 
Workshop (Junction) 

• November 18-19 – Red River Valley 
Association 14th Annual Water Resources 
Conference (Wichita Falls) 

• November 18 – Instream Flows Sabine River 
Workgroup (Orange) 

• November 18 – Houston Area Bacteria 
Implementation Group (Houston) 

• November 20 – Texas Watershed Steward 
Workshop on Arroyo Colorado (Monte Alto) 

• November 20 – Cedar Creek WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Kaufman) 

• December 2-4 – Caddo Lake WPP Hydrology 
Workgroup (Jefferson) 

• December 3 – Lake Granbury WPP Stakeholder 
Meeting (Granbury) 

• December 11 – TSSWCB Wharton Regional 
Watershed Coordination Steering Committee 
(Columbus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WATER QUALITY PLANNING AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/37-
orangecounty.html. These TMDLs have limited 
impacts on livestock and forestry operations in the 
Adams and Cow Bayous watershed in Orange, 
Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On October 23, 2008, Ronnie Ramirez attended an 
Arroyo Colorado Watershed Partnership Steering 
Committee meeting in Harlingen. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Atascosa River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/31-
atascosa.html. This TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Atascosa River watershed in 
Atascosa, Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live Oak, 
McMullen, Medina and Wilson Counties. 
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Bastrop Bayou 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
Brian Koch attended a stakeholder meeting for the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP in Freeport, on October 30, 
2008. An overview of the project was given starting 
with the bacteria risk assessment for the bayou 
started in 2004. An update on the plan was given, 
with the SELECT modeling in the non-tidal area to 
be completed at the end of November; currently 
there is a decision to choose between HEC-HMS 
modeling or a Tidal Prism Model for the tidal 
portion of the stream. Discussion included 
exploring a stream clean-up, removing old boats 
from the bayou, and volunteer monitoring with 
Texas Stream Team (formerly Texas Watch). 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.bastropbayou.org/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Bastrop Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This project has 
the potential to affect agricultural operations in the 
Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, San 
Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On October 23, 2008, Judy Albus, Mitch Conine 
and Jack Foote attended a stakeholder meeting in 
Wellington. An update was given on the bacterial 
source tracking portion of the project. Staff from the 
Texas Water Resources Institute (TWRI) discussed 
the format of the WPP and asked for input from the 
stakeholders on additional items to include in the 

WPP. The stakeholders were given a BMP survey 
to fill out to see which ones would be viable in the 
Buck Creek Watershed. The BMPs are approved 
practices found in the NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide. 
 
More information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen, 

pH, 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On September 30, 2008 a Caddo Lake WPP 
stakeholder meeting was held in Jefferson. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Protection%20P
lan/Caddo_index.html. This WPP has the potential to 
affect poultry, forestry and other agricultural 
operations in the Caddo Lake watershed in Upshur, 
Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, Marion, 
Wood, Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
Impairment: pH 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On October 3, 2008, Lee Munz, Loren Henley and 
Aaron Wendt participated in a conference call with 
staff from the Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
and discussed the role of WQMPs in the watershed 
and the economic valuation of BMPs to be included 
in the WPP. 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect agricultural 
operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in 
Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt 
Counties. 
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Clear Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/68-
clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has limited affect 
on livestock operations in the Clear Creek 
watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and Fort 
Bend Counties. 
 
Concho River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen, Macrobenthics 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On October 23, 2008, Loren Henley and Ben Wilde 
attended the Concho River WPP Stakeholder 
meeting in San Angelo. The meeting began 
discussing the permit situation with a dairy CAFO 
in San Angelo. The Upper Colorado River 
Authority (UCRA) has requested that the TCEQ 
hold a public meeting to discuss the dairy and 
permit. UCRA presented their findings on the fish 
kill that occurred in San Angelo. The stakeholders 
were also introduced to a group of students who 
have heavily participated in water quality education; 
the group is called Aqua Squad. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. This WPP 
will affect farming and livestock operations in the 
Concho River watershed in Coke, Concho, 
Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, Menard, 
Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, Sterling, 
Tom Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/42-

copano.html. This TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Copano Bay and Mission and 
Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, Refugio, 
Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio Counties. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDLs for bacteria and dissolved oxygen. 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/17-
dickinson.html. More information on the WPP is 
available at http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the 
WPP and the TMDLs have the potential to affect 
farming and ranching operations in the Dickinson 
Bayou watershed in Galveston and Brazoria 
Counties. 
 
Eagle Mountain Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to affect 
agricultural operations in the Eagle Mountain 
Reservoir watershed in Clay, Jack, Montague, 
Parker, Tarrant and Wise Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/31-
elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks watershed 
in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
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Galveston Bay 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/74-
uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL has limited affect 
on livestock operations around the Galveston Bay 
complex in Chambers, Harris, Galveston and 
Brazoria Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On October 10, 2008, LCRA and Texas AgriLife 
Research hosted a landowner workshop in Austin. 
The workshop entitled Landowner’s Toolbox: A 
free workshop on rural land management practices 
to conserve soil and water focused on the benefits 
of streams and riparian areas, working in and 
around streams, and funding resources to implement 
best management practices. The Creekside 
Conservation Program, funded through a CWA 
§319(h) NPS grant from the TSSWCB to the 
LCRA, was featured at the workshop. 
 
On October 23, 2008, Pamela Casebolt attended the 
Gilleland Creek TMDL I-Plan Natural Resource 
Management Work Group meeting in Austin. The 
main topics of discussion were the next steps after 
the October 10 landowner workshop. Discussion 
centered on how to get landowners involved in 
conservation programs, especially in a rapidly 
urbanizing area. Next steps for the work group 
include reviewing the natural resource management 
portion of the draft I-Plan. 
 
More information on the Creekside Conservation 
Program is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/community/conservation/creekside.html. 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/69-
gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has limited 

affect on livestock operations in the Gilleland Creek 
watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granbury 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp. This WPP has the 
potential to affect agricultural operations around 
Lake Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties. 
 
Lake Granger 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concern: Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/granger. 
This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in 
Williamson and Burnet Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
Concern: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenvironmentalwate
r319grant.cfm. This WPP has the potential to affect 
farming and livestock operations in the Hickory 
Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Lake Houston 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On October 28, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
monthly Houston Area TMDLs Bacteria 
Implementation Group (BIG) meeting in Houston. 
TCEQ provided an overview of the internal re-
organization that took place to streamline Surface 
Water Quality Programs and handle the respective 
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issues more effectively. Also, an update on the 
standards revision process was provided. The 
steering committee approved the BIG ground rules 
and member alternates. Also, there was discussion 
of workgroups and what each one would be 
covering. The workgroup meeting times were 
announced, and will take place in November, and be 
held monthly. Next, a timeline was provided for I-
Plan development, with each step laid out. 
 
More information on the greater Houston area 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) is available 
at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/BIG/default.aspx. More 
information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/82-
lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the potential to 
affect livestock operations in the Lake Houston 
watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, 
San Jacinto, Walker and Waller Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
Impairment: Depressed Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/19-
lakeopines.html. This TMDL and I- Plan affect 
poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the Lake O’ 
the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, Titus, 
Morris, Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Lampasas River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.lampasasriver.org/. This WPP will affect 
livestock operations in the Lampasas River 
watershed in Bell, Burnet, Hamilton, Lampasas and 
Mills Counties. 
 
Leon River 

Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 
Oxygen 

Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ (TMDL), TSSWCB (WPP) 
 
On October 30, 2008, Pamela Casebolt attended the 
Texas Watershed Steward workshop in Comanche. 
Sponsored by TSSWCB and facilitated by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, the training 
discussed what it is to be a watershed steward, 
watershed impairments, managing urban and rural 
lands through the use of best management practices, 
and how to get involved in community-driven 
watershed protection and management. The training 
also involved interactive demonstration projects 
such as a NPS watershed model, rainfall simulator, 
and rainwater harvester. The workshop was held in 
support of on-going watershed planning efforts in 
the Leon River watershed. 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDL for bacteria. More information on the 
TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/34-
leonbacteria.html. More information on the WPP is 
available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/managementprogram/leonwp
p. Both the WPP and the TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: Assessment 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On October 14, 2008, Loren Henley, Aaron Wendt, 
T.J. Helton, Pam Casebolt, John Foster, Mitch 
Conine, Brian Koch, Mark Cochran, and Teresa 
Reese attended the Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Bacteria Assessment Project meeting in Franklin, 
Texas. The meeting began with a welcome from the 
Robertson County SWCD Chairman. Discussion 
soon followed to explain the key roles that different 
agencies will be playing in the project. The Brazos 
River Authority will be monitoring five creeks that 
are impaired for bacteria: Walnut, Pin Oak, 
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Campbells, Mud, and Spring Creeks. The collected 
samples will be sent to Texas AgriLife Research to 
be analyzed using Bacterial Source Tracking. Also, 
TWRI and Texas AgriLife Research will be 
working together to model the results of the 
assessment for the Little Brazos River Tributaries. 
 
For more information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/watersheds/littlebrazos. This 
project will affect livestock operations in the 
Walnut, Pin Oak, Campbells, Mud and Spring 
Creeks watersheds in Robertson County. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/34-
lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Lower San Antonio 
River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, Refugio, 
DeWitt, Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe Counties. 
 
North Bosque River 
Impairment: Nutrients, Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/06-
bosque.html. This TMDL affects dairy operations in 
the North Bosque River watershed in Bosque, 
Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and McLennan 
Counties. 
 
Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen (Bay only) 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/67-
osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may affect livestock 
and farming operations in the Oso Bay/Creek 
watershed in Nueces County. 

 
Peach Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/34-
peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Peach Creek watershed 
in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and Caldwell 
Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects livestock 
and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Rio Grande below Falcon 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On October 16, 2008, Andy Garza attended a 
meeting of the Technical Advisory Work Group for 
the Lower Rio Grande/Rio Bravo Water Quality 
Initiative in Harlingen. 
 
This project has the potential to affect livestock 
operations in Starr, Jim Hogg and Hidalgo 
Counties. 
 
San Bernard River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On September 6, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
Friends of the River San Bernard annual meeting in 
Brazoria. The group discussed progress in the effort 
to restore the mouth of the San Bernard River to the 
Gulf; work is slated to begin within the next six 
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months. Also, the group discussed the expansion of 
their activities throughout the entire watershed. 
Brian Koch presented information on water quality 
conditions in the watershed and discussed the 
concept of watershed planning. He presented 
information on WPPs from across the state, the nine 
elements of potentially successful WPPs, and the 
Texas Watershed Steward Program. The group 
expressed interest in beginning the development of 
a WPP for the San Bernard River. More information 
is available at http://www.sanbernardriver.com/. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Depressed Dissolved 

Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/25-
oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have limited affect 
on farming and livestock operations in the Upper 
Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend County. 
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WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM STATUS 
REPORT  

BACKGROUND: 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   

 
Provided the following SWCDs with Water  
Supply Enhancement Updates, Water Supply 
Enhancement  Program Certification, and /or 
Contracts 
  

Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD   
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD  
 Pedernales SWCD  
 Mitchell County SWCD  
 Gillispie County SWCD 
 Runnels SWCD     

Middle Clear Fork SWCD    
 Area 3 

McMullen County SWCD 
 LaSalle County SWCD 

Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 

Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

• Assist TCEQ with Brush rider concerning 
water yield in State Brush Projects 

• Assist Upper Guadalupe River Authority in 
reviewing potential areas for Water 
Enhancement Project 

• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 
with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

• Assist Sen. Wentworth Rep. Hilderbran’s 
office in developing Guadalupe Watershed 
project 

•  Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning 
of water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher 
and spraying of Salt Cedar 

• Attended Legislative Conference in San 
Angelo and attendees included Speaker Tom 
Craddick, Rep. Aycock, Rep. Darby, Rep. 
Chisum, Senator Duncan, Rep. Heflin, and 
Rep. Hilderbran. 

• Provided information to Rep. Aycock on 
using different brush species as Bio Fuel 
alternative 

• Provided information to Rep. Chisum, Rep 
Swinford and Rep. Darby on the Texas 
Invasive Species Coordinating Committee 
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• Hosted Governors Drought Preparedness 
Committee in San Angelo and participated 
in field day at O.C. Fisher Reservoir  
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FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access the fact sheets 
from the Texas Watershed Web at: 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

Hazard Classification Changes 
The hazard review resulted in an increase of 126 
high hazard dams. Most of the changes were from 
low to high hazard. This change will have two 
implications. This significantly increases the 
number of dams that will need formal safety 

inspections. Also, the number of dams needing 
rehab (at approximately 1.5 million $/dam) to bring 
them up to the higher safety standards has 
increased. 
 
 
Dam Safety Rules Revision 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The proposed rules were posted in the 
Texas Register for public comment on July 25, 
2008 for thirty days of public comment. The 
comment period has been closed. The proposed 
rules may be viewed or downloaded from TCEQ’s 
website: 
 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html 
 
The revised rules should become effective January, 
2009. Warren Samuelson, Dam Safety Program 
Coordinator with TCEQ gave a presentation on the 
new rules at the Annual State Meeting in Bastrop. 
He focused on those rule changes that would mostly 
affect NRCS project dams and their sponsor. 
 

 

TEXAS GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member.  The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater.  

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature.  

• Publishes numerous reports.  
• Advises the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality on the development 
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of agricultural chemical plans for 
groundwater.  
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• Develops, implements and updates a 
comprehensive State Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 

 
Meeting information is available on the TGPC 
website at:  
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/meetings/Meetings.htm.

 

Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 

the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 
 

 
 

4311 S 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 
TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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Budgeting and Accounting 
 
Deadlines:  
 
Financial Statements and Audit Notifications 
for Fiscal Year 2008 were due October 31. 
 
Audits for Fiscal Year 2008 are due 
December 31. 

 
 

STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Board 
Work Session for 1:30 p.m, in Temple, Texas at the 
Texas AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension 
Center on Wednesday, January 14, 2009.  A 
formal State Board Meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for 8:00 a.m. in Temple, Texas at the Texas 
AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension Center 
on Thursday, January 15, 2009.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the November 20, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for January 15, 2009. 
To view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
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agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
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For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Deadlines:  
 
Financial Statements and Audit Notifications for 
Fiscal Year 2008 were due October 31. 
 
Audits for Fiscal Year 2008 are due December 
31. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following  
positions: 
Administrative Assistant II in San Angelo 

Administrative Assistant II in Nacogdoches 

 For more information on TSSWCB employment 
please visit the link below: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 
agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
 

 
68th Annual State Meeting of Texas Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Directors in Bastrop, Texas 
 
Approximately 650 conservation leaders gathered at 
the Hyatt Lost Pines Resort on October 27-28, 
2008, to attend the 68th Annual State Meeting of 
Texas Soil and Water Conservation District 
Directors. 
 
We appreciate everyone who attended and 
participated in this meeting. Due to Hurricane Ike 
causing us to cancel our original plans, we know it 
took planning on your effort to reschedule and join 
us. 

 
The state meeting next year is scheduled for 
October 19-21, 2009 in Arlington. Please save the 
date and plan to attend. 

 
The State Board adopts amendments to 
its Agricultural and Silvicultural Water 
Quality Management rules in Chapter 
523. 
 
Proposed amendments were published in the Texas 
Register, Friday, August 22, 2008 and were open 
for review and comment. Comments received on the 
proposed rule amendments were reviewed and 
considered by the State Board in their November 
20, 2008 meeting before adopting the final rule. The 
new rule will become effective about mid-
December.  
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest 
NACD is using the 2009 theme, "Dig It! The 
Secrets of Soil," in partnership with the 
Smithsonian Institution and Soil Science Society of 
America. NACD's stewardship and education 
material developed through this collaboration 
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complements the Smithsonian "Dig It! The Secrets 
of Soil," exhibition, which will run July 19, 2008 
through January 3, 2010 at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of Natural History and travel to 
museums across the United States, May 2010 to 
September 2013. 
 
The 2009 packet of materials and instructions for 
FFA students who may want to participate in the 
14th annual Soil and Water Stewardship Leadership 
Development Public Speaking Contest is planned 
for development in December.  The packet of 
materials is sent to SWCDs in early February and 
then distributed to Texas Ag teachers in late 
February. 
 
SWCD Director and Employee Program 
Development Conference 
Planning is currently underway to conduct a district 
director/employee program development workshop 
on January 28-29th.  Promotional flyers in October 
and November have been sent to all SWCDS 
announcing the workshop.  Registration details will 
be sent to all districts in December. 
 

Priority Education Funding Program                                
In adopting their FY 09 budget, the Public 
Information Committee eliminated the priority 
education program.  The program was a temporary 
program established by the PI Committee 
approximately three years ago to return to districts, 
under a type of grant program, some of the reserve 
funds that had built up over the years.  Continuation 
of such a program would in due course impact all 
areas of the public information education program.   
All field staff has been advised to notify their 
districts that the program is no longer available for 
special project funding.  
  

                                                                     

Region IV Wildlife Contest                                                                                                                    
The Region IV wildlife contest (WAY) was held on 
October 29 near Nacogdoches.  100 participants 
representing 43 FFA teams and 47 participants 
representing 12 4-H teams participated in the event. 
John Tromza of the Queen City FFA chapter was 
high point individual in the FFA division.  Cody 

Harman of the Red River County 4-H chapter was 
high point individual in the 4-H division.   

The Rusk FFA chapter earned the high point team 
honors in the contest while the Red River County 4-
H team earned top honors in the 4-H division. 
 
Competitive events in the program focus on plant 
identification, wildlife plant food preferences, 
wildlife biological facts, wildlife habitat evaluation, 
habitat management, fish and game laws, safety, the 
outdoors, wildlife identification techniques and 
navigation in the field. 
 
Approximately 900 teams with nearly 3,000 FFA 
and 4-H youth in Texas participated in the program 
last year.   
 
Area Association Events

North Central Texas Association of SWCDs                      
The area association met on November 13 in 
Muenster.  Prior to its business meeting district 
directors and others toured the newly constructed 
Wolf Ridge Wind Farm.  The tour was hosted by 
the Florida Power and Light Company.  Wolf Ridge 
Wind LLC., the subsidiary company of FPL Energy 
(a part of Florida Power and Light), is 
headquartered off FM 371 north of Muenster. The 
company is named for Wolf Ridge, a geologic rise 
and what was once a nearby community that was 
removed to make way for Camp Howze, a U.S. 
Army artillery training base utilized in World War 
II.  

FPL Energy claims to be the largest developer, 
owner and operator of wind turbines in the U.S. 
FPL has been in Texas since 1998 where they have 
11 wind energy farms operating. There are about 50 
wind farms owned by FPL throughout the U.S. 

The Wolf Ridge Project is planned to consist of 65 
to 100 wind turbines, depending on the expense of 
equipment. The project is anticipated to generate 
enough power for 44,000 homes, based on FPL’s 
data.  
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Most of the electricity is earmarked for the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and surrounding 
areas, using existing power lines.   

Following the tour, State Board, ATSWCD and 
NRCS officials presented respective organizational 
reports during the business meeting. 
 
Regional Office Activities 
 
Mt. Pleasant Regional Office                                                                                                               
Carl Steffey, Max Berry, and Andy Kuklish of the 
Mt. Pleasant regional office attended the Dairy 
Outreach Project Area fall meeting in Sulphur 
Springs on October 28.  Topics covered included 
how to stay in compliance with federal and state 
agency regulations, keeping environmental records, 
soil testing, permit renewals, managing retention 
control structures, and new technologies for solids 
management. Speakers for the meeting included 
Abu Senkayi of EPA, Jim Bradberrry Attorney, 
Sam Feagley, Brent Auverman, Saquib Makthar and 
others. 
 
Submitted by Carl Steffy Regional Manager 
 
SWCD Events 
 
Yoakum SWCD 
The Yoakum Soil and Water Conservation District 
had a Local Work Group Meeting in Plains, Texas 
on November 5th, 2008.  Also, on November 5th the 
District Clerk in Plains, Texas attended a public 
information meeting on establishing a Cluster of 
Commonwealth Communities for the purpose of 
conserving natural resources, growing leaders, 
engaging youth, supporting entrepreneurs, and 
harvesting wealth that is leaving the district’s local 
communities, due to the sale or inheritance of lands 
and business’ to people with no ties to local 
communities. 
 
Submitted by: Jackie Pate 
 
 
 
 

Hale County SWCD 
One of the three flood control dams on Running 
Water Draw has been upgraded from a significant to 
high safety hazard, Hale County commissioners 
learned during their regular monthly meeting.  The 
dam in question is located two miles west of the 
Plainview city limits on West 24th Street. 
 
Gerald McMasters with the state's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and Greg Sokora 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture addressed 
the issue with commissioners. 
  
Sokora assured commissioners the dam is still 
structurally sound and there is not a problem with 
the dam's ability to operate. He said the heightened 
hazard designation is due to new homes being built 
in the flood plain since the last evaluation of the 
site. Sokora said, “USDA suggests the county 
develop an emergency action plan that takes the 
new construction into account.”  
 
Submitted by: Sharon Perkins, Hale County SWCD 
(Summary of an article which appeared in 
Plainview Daily Herald on October 28, 2008) 

 
TSSWCB Conservation Video Library 
and Exhibit Activities  
 
Exhibits/Events/Video Library 
 
Exhibit 
The TSSWCB exhibit was used at the South Texas 
Farm and Ranch Show on October 22nd and 23rd in 
Victoria. 
 
Video Library 
 Nine videos have been loaned and sent out since 
the last board meeting. 
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
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Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
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How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mwhitley@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 

POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
TSSWCB has begun conducting inspections of 
poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are meeting 
all the necessary requirements.  In addition, staff 
continues to review and update existing WQMPs 
and develop plans for newly constructed farms. 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
 

 
TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states 
to develop a program to protect the quality of water 
resources from the adverse effects of nonpoint 
source (NPS) pollution. The Texas NPS 
Management Program (Texas NPS Program) is the 
State’s official roadmap for addressing NPS 
pollution. The program publication is updated every 
five years. The most recent revision was submitted 
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
by the Governor in December 2005. The Texas NPS 
Program is jointly administered by the TSSWCB 
and the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ). 
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The Texas NPS Program utilizes baseline water 
quality management programs and regulatory, non-
regulatory, financial, and technical assistance 
approaches to achieve a balanced program. NPS 
pollution is managed through assessment, planning, 
implementation, and education. The TCEQ and 
TSSWCB have established goals and objectives for 
guiding and tracking the progress of NPS 
management in Texas. The goals describe guiding 
principles for all activities under the Texas NPS 
Program. The objectives specify the key methods 
that will be used to accomplish the goals. Success in 
achieving the goals and objectives are reported 
annually in the NPS Annual Report, which is 
submitted to EPA in accordance with CWA 
requirements. 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Program involves 
partnerships among many organizations. With the 
extent and variety of NPS issues across Texas, 
cooperation across political boundaries is essential. 
Many local, regional, state, and federal agencies 
play an integral part in managing NPS pollution, 
especially at the watershed level. They provide 
information about local concerns and infrastructure 
and build support for the kind of pollution controls 
that are necessary to prevent and reduce NPS 
pollution. By establishing coordinated frameworks 
to share information and resources, the State can 
more effectively focus its water quality protection 
efforts. 
 
The following is a compilation of relevant 
information pertaining to the multiple water quality 
programs administered by and/or coordinated 
through TSSWCB that collectively represent the 
agency’s efforts in supporting the goals and 
objectives of the Texas NPS Program. 
 
Texas Nonpoint Source Management Program – 
2010 Revision Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the initial 
stages of updating the program publication. Staff 
from both agencies met on June 17, 2008 to begin 
discussing roles and responsibilities for the report, 

as well as, a timeline for completion. Efforts to 
move forward with revisions to the program 
publication have been temporarily suspended while 
TCEQ completes a staff reorganization. 
 
FY2008 Nonpoint Source Annual Report Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are currently 
developing the content of the report. The report will 
highlight the State’s efforts during FY2008 to 
collect data, assess water quality, implement 
projects that reduce or prevent NPS pollution, and 
educate and involve the public to improve and 
maintain the quality of water resources for current 
and future generations of Texans. This report must 
be submitted to EPA in January 2009 to ensure 
continued CWA §319(h) funding. 
 
CLEAN WATER ACT §319(h) 
NONPOINT SOURCE GRANT 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the CWA in 1987, 
establishing a national program to control NPS 
water pollution. Through §319(h), federal funds are 
provided through the EPA to States for the 
development and implementation of each State’s 
NPS Management Program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided equally between the TCEQ and the 
TSSWCB. Approximately one-half of each 
agency’s allocation is strictly for addressing waters 
listed as impaired on the Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and §303(d) List; this portion of the 
funding is referred to as “incremental” funding. The 
remainder of each agency’s allocation is referred to 
as “base” funding and may be used for other 
activities including prevention, demonstration, and 
outreach efforts for waters that may be threatened 
but not yet listed as impaired. 
 
Protecting the State’s streams, lakes, bays, and 
aquifers from the impacts of NPS pollution is a 
complex process. Texas uses a Watershed Approach 
to focus efforts on the highest priority water quality 
issues of both surface water and groundwater. The 
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Watershed Approach is based on the following 
principles: 
Geographic focus based on hydrology rather than 
political boundaries; 
Water quality objectives based on scientific data; 
Coordinated priorities and integrated solutions; and 
Diverse, well-integrated partnerships. 
 
For groundwater management, the geographic focus 
is on aquifers rather than watersheds. Otherwise, the 
approach is the same. Wherever interactions 
between surface water and groundwater are 
identified, management activities will support the 
quality of both resources. 
 
The TSSWCB and TCEQ apply the watershed 
approach to managing NPS pollution by supporting 
the development and implementation of watershed 
protection plans (WPPs). WPPs are locally-driven 
projects that serve as a mechanism for voluntarily 
addressing complex water quality problems that 
cross multiple jurisdictions. WPPs are coordinated 
frameworks for implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. 
Through the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages 
stakeholders to holistically address all of the 
sources and causes of impairments and threats to 
both surface and ground water resources within a 
watershed. 
 
The development of WPPs is supported by §319(h) 
funding to varying extents; however, a WPP that 
meets EPA’s criteria is required in order to utilize 
“incremental” §319(h) funding to implement 
portions of WPPs. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) and WPP development and 
implementation and are summarized in the Water 
Quality Planning and Implementation section of 
this report. 
 
 
 

FY2002 – FY2007 CWA §319(h) NPS 
Grant Status 
 
There are currently 64 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling approximately $13 million are 
primarily being used to address NPS pollution from 
animal feeding operations, prevent atrazine runoff, 
provide technical assistance, implement best 
management practices (BMPs), support various 
NPS outreach/education programs, develop and 
implement WPPs, and implement the NPS portion 
of TMDL Implementation Plans. Details on some of 
these projects are summarized in the Water Quality 
Planning and Implementation section of this report; 
updates on other projects not directly associated 
with restoration activities through a WPP or TMDL 
are available upon request from the TSSWCB’s 
Statewide Resource Management group. 
 
FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Application Status 
 
The TSSWCB’s FY2008 §319(h) program 
allocation is $4,578,700. Of the 18 proposals 
submitted to TSSWCB, 6 were selected for funding. 
TSSWCB submitted the FY2008 §319(h) grant 
application to EPA on July 9, 2008. EPA approved 
a partial grant award of $3,078,841 on October 7, 
2008. The remaining funds ($1,499,859) – set aside 
for implementing components of the Pecos River 
WPP – will be awarded after EPA has completed 
their review of the Pecos River WPP. 
 
FY2009 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program Request for Proposals Status 
 
The FY2009 Request for Proposals was published 
in the Texas Register on October 3, 2008, posted on 
the TSSWCB website, and e-mailed to all SWCDs 
and cooperating entities on our contact list. The 
deadline for proposal submission was November 
21, 2008. 
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TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The federal CWA requires Texas to identify lakes, 
rivers, streams and estuaries failing to meet or not 
expected to meet water quality standards and not 
supporting their designated uses (swimming, 
drinking, aquatic life, etc.). This list of impaired 
waterbodies is known as the Texas 303(d) List and 
must be submitted to the EPA for review and 
approval every two years. 
 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies 
identified on the Texas 303(d) List. A TMDL 
defines the maximum amount of a pollutant that a 
waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and still 
meet water quality standards. The pollution 
reduction goal set by the TMDL is necessary to 
restore attainment of the designated use of the 
impaired waterbody. The maximum amount of a 
pollutant is determined by conducting a detailed 
water quality assessment that provides the 
information for a TMDL to allocate pollutant loads 
between point sources and nonpoint sources. It also 
takes into account a margin of safety, which reflects 
uncertainty and future growth. 
 
Based on the environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. The I-Plan specifies 
limits for point source dischargers and recommends 
BMPs for nonpoint sources. It also lays out a 
schedule for implementation. Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List. EPA must approve 
the TMDL, but the I-Plan only requires State 
approval. 
 

With authority as the lead agency in Texas for 
planning, implementing, and managing programs 
and practices for preventing and abating agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS pollution, TSSWCB has 
shared responsibility with the TCEQ for the 
development and implementation of TMDLs. 
TSSWCB is committed to funding and 
collaborating with TCEQ on TMDL projects 
encompassing monitoring, assessment, modeling, 
planning, education and implementation. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through TMDL and/or WPP 
development and implementation. Impaired waters 
may be addressed through either mechanism 
depending on the specific situation. Summaries of 
the TSSWCB’s activities within specific watersheds 
are available in the Water Quality Planning and 
Implementation section of this report. 
 
FY2008 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. 
There are currently 6 on-going projects that support 
increased analytical infrastructure at public bacterial 
source tracking (BST) laboratories, implementation 
of agricultural and silvicultural NPS components of 
TMDL I-Plans, and the collection and analysis of 
water quality and land use data for watersheds with 
impaired waterbodies. A 7th project, leveraged with 
funding from a CWA §319(h) NPS Grant, has 
already been completed. 
 
FY2009 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 17, 2008, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2009 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. Staff 
have obligated $480,111 through five projects that 
support implementation of agricultural NPS 
components of TMDL I-Plans, technical assistance 
for the development of WQMPs on agricultural 
lands, and the collection and analysis of water 
quality data for watersheds with impaired 
waterbodies. Staff are in the process of developing 
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workplans, budgets and contracts with collaborating 
entities to obligate the remaining funds ($720,383). 
 
 
TEXAS COASTAL NONPOINT 
SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
The Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) 
was created to coordinate state, local, and federal 
programs for the management of Texas coastal 
resources. The program brings in federal Coastal 
Zone Management Act (CZMA) funds to Texas’ 
state and local entities to implement projects and 
program activities for a wide variety of purposes. 
The Coastal Coordination Council (CCC) 
administers the CMP and is chaired by the 
Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office 
(GLO). It comprises the chair or appointed 
representatives from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD), the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ), the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB), the Texas 
Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the 
TSSWCB, the Railroad Commission of Texas 
(RRC), the director of the Texas A&M University 
Sea Grant Program and four gubernatorial 
appointees. These members are selected to provide 
fair representation for all aspects concerning coastal 
issues. 
 
Coastal Coordination Council (CCC) 
 
The CCC will meet in Austin on December 18, 
2008. 
Meeting information can be found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html. 
 
CIAP Program  
 
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202.09 for 
fiscal year 2007 and for fiscal year 2008. Of that 
amount, $31,584,281.36 will be allocated to the 
state and $17,006,920.73 will be allocated directly 
to the 18 coastal counties.  

Before any funds can be disbursed to the state or the 
counties, a state CIAP plan must be approved by 
Minerals Management Service (MMS). This plan 
will include the recommended projects that have 
been submitted for funding.  
The plan can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html
Additional information on the CIAP program 
can be found at:  
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.htm
l
 
The MMS is currently reviewing the Plan. Grant 
applications for individual projects will be 
submitted to MMS after the Plan has been 
approved. It is anticipated that state projects will be 
approved for funding by early 2009. 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 
2008 state CIAP funding. Coastal Land Advisory 
Board staff are currently reviewing all submitted 
applications. Recommendations for funding will be 
submitted to the Coastal Land Advisory Board by 
the end of the year. All grant applicants will be 
notified at that time regarding projects 
recommended for funding. 
 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER 
PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 
Background 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member. The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 
Improves coordination between State and Federal 
agencies to protect groundwater. 
Reports on its activities and recommends new 
protection programs to the Legislature. 
Publishes numerous reports. 
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Advises the TCEQ on the development of 
agricultural chemical plans for groundwater. 
Develops, implements and updates a comprehensive 
Texas Groundwater Protection Strategy and an 
annual Joint Groundwater Monitoring and 
Contamination Report. 
 
On October 29, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
meeting of the TGPC Research Subcommittee in 
Austin. 
 
On October 29, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
meeting of the TGPC Agricultural Chemicals 
Subcommittee in Austin. 
 
On October 29, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
meeting of the TGPC in Austin. 
 
Meeting information on the TGPC is available at 
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/. 
 
WATER QUALITY COORDINATION 
ACTIVITIES 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting, a new Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
on TMDLs, I-Plans, and WPPs was approved by the 
Board and Commission. This framework for 
collaboration between the two agencies describes 
the programmatic mechanisms employed to develop 
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA. The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
 
 
ESF-14 Community Recovery Interagency 
Group (Hurricane Ike Recovery) 
 
During October and November 2008 various staff 
from the TSSWCB have participated in a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
coordinating group targeting community recovery.  
The ESF-14 Community Recovery Interagency 

Group has developed numerous focus groups 
including Housing, Health & Human Services, 
Economic Development, Jobs & Industry, 
Agriculture & Forestry, Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Wetlands & Coastal Restoration, 
Education & Outreach, Codes, Green Building, and 
Resiliency.  TSSWCB staff are participating in the 
Agricultural & Forestry focus group, which is being 
coordinated by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture.  
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint TSSWCB/TCEQ 
meeting in Austin, the Board and Commission 
approved the recommendations from the joint 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force. The Board directed 
TSSWCB staff to work with the staff of the TCEQ 
to 1) incorporate the principles of the 
recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and 
3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. 
TSSWCB staff continue to work with TCEQ staff to 
implement these directives. 
 
Specifically, staff have completed a full draft of the 
revised TMDL Program Guidance document and 
began working with TCEQ staff to resolve 
outstanding issues with the document. Efforts to 
finalize and publish this document have been 
temporarily suspended while TCEQ completes a 
staff reorganization. TSSWCB staff have also 
worked with TCEQ staff to resume work on the 
development of TMDLs paused during the Task 
Force process, including holding public stakeholder 
meetings and collecting and analyzing data. 
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Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List 
 
The 2008 Texas 303(d) List identifies waterbodies 
not attaining water quality standards, as required by 
the federal CWA. Specifically, 837 waterbody-
pollutant combinations are described. Bacteria 
impairments (contact recreation and oyster waters) 
continue to dominate the list with 48% of 
waterbody-pollutant combinations. Excessive levels 
of pollutants in fish tissue constitute 16% and low 
dissolved oxygen impairments account for 15%. 
The remainder of impairments are for a variety of 
pollutants. 
 
More information on the 2008 Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
 
Surface Water Quality Standards Triennial 
Review 
 
Major revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards are being drafted by TCEQ, including the 
establishment of numeric nutrient criteria for 
reservoirs and modifications to contact recreation 
use and bacteria criteria. TCEQ staff continue to 
address comments received on the draft rule 
language discussed at the May 5, 2008 meeting of 
the Advisory Workgroup. TCEQ expects to post 
revised draft rule language in the near future and 
host another meeting of the Advisory Workgroup. 
TCEQ adoption of any changes to the Standards is 
not expected until mid-2009. EPA must also 
approve any changes. 
 
More information on this Standards review process 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 

TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one 
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin. These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code 
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The data 
generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.htm
l. 
 
On November 6, 2008, the Northeast Texas 
Municipal Water District hosted a Big Cypress 
Creek Basin Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee in Hughes Springs 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder 
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan developed under the auspices of the National 
Estuary Program. The TSSWCB is a named 
member of the Galveston Bay Council.  
 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of 
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the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty Counties. 
 
 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course (WPSC) provides participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, 
and outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements 
of a WPP; data collection and analysis; and the 
tools available for plan development. The Texas 
Water Resources Institute, with CWA §319(h) 
funding from the TCEQ, developed this course. The 
planning team included TSSWCB staff. 
 
On November 14, 2008, Aaron Wendt participated 
in a WPSC Planning Committee conference call. 
The next course is scheduled for January 12-16, 
2009 in Bandera. 
 
More information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
 
8th Annual Bell County Water Symposium 
 
On November 6, 2008, Donna Long participated in 
the 8th Annual Bell County Water Symposium in 
Belton. The Symposium was sponsored by the 
Clearwater Underground Water Conservation 
District. 
 
Texas Hydrologic Information System 
Seminar 
 
On October 27, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
workshop on the Texas Hydrologic Information 

System (TxHIS) in Austin sponsored by the TWDB. 
Physical, chemical and biological data collected in 
Texas waterbodies are assembled by a number of 
federal, state and local agencies. The goal of TxHIS 
is to provide a one stop shop for these disparate 
sources of water data in Texas. TxHIS will allow 
the efficient identification and retrieval of water 
data via the Internet and will aid in the development 
of integrated applications that can take advantage of 
this capability. Data contributors to the TxHIS 
currently include TWDB, TCEQ, TPWD, USGS, 
and other sources. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 

• December 1 – Guadalupe River Basin 
Monitoring Network Meeting (Seguin) 

• December 2-4 – Caddo Lake WPP 
Hydrology Workgroup (Jefferson) 

• December 2 – Leon River WPP Public 
Meeting (Hamilton) 

• December 2 – TGPC Public Outreach and 
Education Subcommittee (Austin) 

• December 2 – Introducing the Watershed 
Forestry Resource Guide (USDA Webcast) 

• December 3 – Lake Granbury WPP 
Stakeholder Meeting (Granbury) 

• December 3 – Using Rain Gardens to 
Reduce Runoff (EPA Webcast) 

• December 4 – Galveston Bay Council Water 
and Sediment Quality Subcommittee 
(Houston) 

• December 10 – TCEQ Agenda Meeting 
regarding Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
TMDL (Austin) 

• December 11 – TSSWCB Southeast and 
South Central Texas Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee 
(Columbus) 

• January 12-16 – Texas Watershed Planning 
Short Course (Bandera) 

• January 12-14 – 9th Biennial State of 
Galveston Bay Symposium (Galveston) 

• January 13 – Arroyo Colorado WPP 
Outreach and Education Workgroup 
(Weslaco) 
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• January 20 – TCEQ Water Quality Advisory 
Work Group (Austin) 

• January 20 – South Texas Irrigation 
Conference (Hondo) 

• January 21 – Texas Groundwater Protection 
Committee (Austin) 

• January 21 – TGPC Agricultural Chemicals 
Subcommittee (Austin) 

• January 21 – TGPC Groundwater Research 
Subcommittee (Austin) 

• January 26 – Arroyo Colorado WPP 
Agricultural Issues Workgroup (Weslaco) 

• January 26 – Arroyo Colorado Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee (Weslaco) 

• January 26-27 – 2nd Annual Wind Energy 
Conference (Austin) 

 

WATER QUALITY PLANNING AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html. These TMDLs have 
limited impacts on livestock and forestry operations 
in the Adams and Cow Bayous watershed in 
Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Concerns: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Atascosa River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 

Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-atascosa.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Atascosa River 
watershed in Atascosa, Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live 
Oak, McMullen, Medina and Wilson Counties. 
 
Bastrop Bayou 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.bastropbayou.org/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Bastrop Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This project 
has the potential to affect agricultural operations in 
the Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, 
San Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On November 13, 2008, Bob Gruner, John Foster, 
and Mitch Conine attended the Donley County 
SWCD meeting in Clarendon. Discussion focused 
on the SWCD’s role in the watershed and progress 
in developing the WPP. 
 
More information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 

Attachment Section Page 1273

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/37-orangecounty.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/37-orangecounty.html
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/31-atascosa.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/tmdl/31-atascosa.html
http://www.bastropbayou.org/
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/


 
 

TSSWCB • P.O. Box 658 • Temple, Texas  76503 • 4311 S 31st Street, Suite 125 • Temple, Texas 76502• (254) 773-2250  
Monthly Program News and Activities  November 2008 
 

14 

 
 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
TCEQ intended to consider adopting Eighteen 
TMDLs for Bacteria in Buffalo and Whiteoak 
Bayous and Tributaries (Segments 1013, 1013A, 
1013C, 1014, 1014A, 1014B, 1014E, 1014H, 
1014K, 1014L, 1014M, 1014N, 1014O, 1017, 
1017A, 1017B, 1017D, and 1017E) as final at their 
September 24, 2008 meeting. Prior to that meeting, 
due to extensive damage to the Houston area from 
Hurricane Ike, TCEQ rescheduled action on these 
TMDLs until December 10, 2008. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/22-buffalobayou.html. This TMDL will have 
limited to no affect on livestock operations in the 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous watershed in Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Prote
ction%20Plan/Caddo_index.html. This WPP has the 
potential to affect poultry, forestry and other 
agricultural operations in the Caddo Lake watershed 
in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, 
Marion, Wood, Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins 
Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
Impairment: pH 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
 

More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect agricultural 
operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in 
Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt 
Counties. 
 
 
Clear Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/68-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Clear 
Creek watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and 
Fort Bend Counties. 
 
Concho River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, 
Macrobenthic Community 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. 
This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Concho River watershed in Coke, 
Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, 
Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, 
Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/42-copano.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission 
and Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, 
Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties. 
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Cypress Creek 
Concerns: Dissolved Oxygen, Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On November 10, 2008 Aaron Wendt attended a 
Cypress Creek watershed public meeting in 
Wimberley. Discussion focused on a report on the 
state of the watershed and on the characterization of 
groundwater sources contributing the bulk of flow 
to the creek. The project team is soliciting 
nominations for a Watershed Steering Committee. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cypresscreekproject.org/. This WPP has 
the potential to affect livestock and farming 
operations in the Cypress Creek watershed in Hays 
County. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDLs for bacteria and dissolved oxygen. 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/17-dickinson.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the WPP and 
the TMDLs have the potential to affect farming and 
ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Eagle Mountain Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to 
affect agricultural operations in the Eagle Mountain 
Reservoir watershed in Clay, Jack, Montague, 
Parker, Tarrant and Wise Counties. 
 

Elm and Sandies Creeks 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks 
watershed in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
 
Galveston Bay 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations around the 
Galveston Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, 
Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information on the Creekside Conservation 
Program is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/community/conservation/creeks
ide.html. More information on the TMDL is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL 
has limited affect on livestock operations in the 
Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
Lake Granbury 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp. This WPP has 
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the potential to affect agricultural operations around 
Lake Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties. 
 
 
Lake Granger 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concern: Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
granger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in 
Williamson and Burnet Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
Concern: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenviron
mentalwater319grant.cfm. This WPP has the 
potential to affect farming and livestock operations 
in the Hickory Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Lake Houston 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
 
On November 14, 2008, Brian Koch attended BIG 
workgroup meetings in Houston. Both the 
Agricultural Sources Workgroup and the Animal 
Sources Workgroup met. 
 
More information on the greater Houston area 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) is available 
at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/BIG/default.aspx. 
More information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the 
potential to affect livestock operations in the Lake 

Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
Lake O’ the Pines 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and I- Plan 
affect poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the 
Lake O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, 
Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Lampasas River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.lampasasriver.org/. This WPP will 
affect livestock operations in the Lampasas River 
watershed in Bell, Burnet, Hamilton, Lampasas and 
Mills Counties. 
 
Leon River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ (TMDL), TSSWCB (WPP) 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDL for bacteria. More information on the 
TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leonbacteria.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/managementprogra
m/leonwpp. Both the WPP and the TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Leon River 
watershed in Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and 
Hamilton Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: Assessment 
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Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
For more information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/watersheds/littlebrazo
s. This project will affect livestock operations in the 
Walnut, Pin Oak, Campbells, Mud and Spring 
Creeks watersheds in Robertson County. 
 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Lower San 
Antonio River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, 
Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
North Bosque River 
Impairment: Nutrients, Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/06-bosque.html. This TMDL affects dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in 
Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and 
McLennan Counties. 
 
Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/67-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may 
affect livestock and farming operations in the Oso 
Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
 

Peach Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On November 13, 2008, Pamela Casebolt, Brian 
Koch and Aaron Wendt attended a Plum Creek 
Watershed Partnership Steering Committee meeting 
in Lockhart. 
 
More information is available at 
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Rio Grande below Falcon Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This project has the potential to affect livestock 
operations in Starr, Jim Hogg and Hidalgo 
Counties. 
 
San Bernard River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.sanbernardriver.com/. This project has 
the potential to affect farming and livestock 
operations in the San Bernard River watershed in 
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Austin, Brazoria, Colorado, Fort Bend and Wharton 
Counties. 
 
Lake Somerville 
Impairment: pH, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: Assessment 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On November 3, 2008 Brian Koch and Aaron 
Wendt attended a Lake Somerville technical 
advisory workgroup meeting in Austin. 
 
This project has the potential to affect farming and 
livestock operations in the Lake Somerville 
watershed in Bastrop, Burleson, Lee, Milam, 
Washington, and Williamson Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have 
limited affect on farming and livestock operations 
in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend 
County. 
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Water Supply Enhancement Program 
Status Report  
 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   

 
• Provided the following SWCDs with Water 

Supply Enhancement Program Updates, 
Water Supply Enhancement Certification, 
and /or Contracts 
   

  
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Gillespie County SWCD 
 Area 3 

McMullen County SWCD 
 LaSalle County SWCD 

Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 

Webb County SWCD 
Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

 
• Evaluate pending application sub basin 

criteria from all projects 
 

• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 
with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

 
• Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning of 

water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher and 
spraying of Salt Cedar 

 
• 21 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 

Enhancement Certifications 
 

• 15 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 
Enhancement Contracts 

 
• Assist Canadian River Municipal Water 

Authority with Salt Cedar Certification 
 

• Discuss proposal for project with the White 
River Municipal Water District for treating 
Salt Cedar 
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Dam Safety Rules Revision 
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• Met with Rep. Swinford to discuss the 
upcoming Legislative session The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 

safety rules. The proposed rules may be viewed or 
downloaded from TCEQ’s website: 

 
• Conference call with National Invasive 

Species coordinator concern requirements 
for Texas Invasive Species Council 

 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html 

  
The revised rules should become effective January, 
2009.  

• Presented presentation about Water Supply 
Enhancement Program to the City of San 
Angelo Water Advisory Board  

  

 Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 

FLOOD CONTROL DAMS 
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

 

 

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access  

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.   4311 S 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 

TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams. 

(254) 773-2250 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us
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The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local soil and 
water conservation district directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to call your local Field Representative or our State Headquarters. 
 
REX ISOM, Executive Director 
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Budgeting and Accounting 
 
Deadlines:  
 
Audits for Fiscal Year 2008 are due 
December 31. 
 
State Mileage Reimbursement Rate to 
decrease to 55 cents per mile on Jan. 1, 
2009 
 

 
 

STATE BOARD WORK SESSIONS AND 
MEETINGS 
 
Scheduled Work Sessions and Meetings 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a Work 
Session on Wednesday, January 14, 2009, at 2:30 
p.m, in Temple, Texas at TSSWCB Headquarters. 
A formal State Board Meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for 8:00 a.m. in Temple, Texas at the 
Texas AgriLife Blackland Research and Extension 
Center on Thursday, January 15, 2009.   For more 
information on State Board Work Sessions and 
Meetings, visit the agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Minutes from the November 20, 2008, State Board 
Meeting will be considered for approval at the 
meeting tentatively scheduled for January 15, 2009. 
To view any past Board Meeting minutes visit the 
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agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings/minutes
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For more information on past and pending State 
Board Work Sessions and Meetings, please visit the 
agency’s website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/boardmeetings, or 
contact Vicki Davis at (254) 773-2250, ext. 253. 
 

 
BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
 
Deadlines:  
Audits for Fiscal Year 2008 are due December 
31. 
 
State Mileage Reimbursement Rate to Decrease 
Jan. 1, 2009 
The maximum state mileage reimbursement rate for 
travel will decrease to 55 cents per mile on Jan. 1, 
2009. The new rate, a decrease of 3.5 cents per 
mile, is consistent with the rate recently amended 
by the Internal Revenue Service.  
 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
TSSWCB is currently recruiting for the following 
position: 
 
Administrative Assistant II in San Angelo 

For more information on TSSWCB employment 
please visit the link below: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/en/employment
  

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
Program Overview 
Special Projects is a department within the 
TSSWCB that provides coordination for the Annual 
State Meeting of Soil and Water Conservation 
Directors, facilitates open government functions 
required by the Texas Administrative Procedures 
Act, and directs the completion of other mandatory 

agency responsibilities such as compiling the 
agency’s Semi-Annual Report and rule making. 
 
69th Annual State Meeting of Texas Soil 
and Water Conservation District Directors 
 
The state meeting next year is scheduled for 
October 19-21, 2009 in Arlington. Please save the 
date and plan to attend. 

 
The State Board adopts amendments to its 
Agricultural and Silvicultural Water Quality 
Management rules in Chapter 523. 
 
Proposed amendments were published in the Texas 
Register, Friday, August 22, 2008 and were open 
for review and comment. Comments received on the 
proposed rule amendments were reviewed and 
considered by the State Board in their November 
20, 2008 meeting before adopting the final rule. The 
notice of adoption without changes was published 
in the December 19, 2008 issue of the Texas 
Register. The new rule is effective December 23, 
2008..  
 

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
 
Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest  
The 2009 packet of materials and instructions for 
FFA students who wish to participate in the 14th 
annual Soil and Water Stewardship Leadership 
Development Public Speaking Contest has been 
completed.  The packet of materials will be sent to 
SWCDs in early February and then distributed to 
Texas Ag teachers in late February. 
 
NACD is using the 2009 theme, "Dig It! The 
Secrets of Soil," in partnership with the 
Smithsonian Institution and Soil Science Society of 
America. NACD's stewardship and education 
material developed through this collaboration 
complements the Smithsonian "Dig It! The Secrets 
of Soil," exhibition, which will run July 19, 2008 
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through January 3, 2010 at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of Natural History and travel to 
museums across the United States, May 2010 to 
September 2013. 
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SWCD Director and Employee Program 
Development Conference 
Planning is currently underway to conduct a district 
director/employee program development workshop 
on January 28-29th.  Promotional flyers in October 
and November have been sent to all SWCDs 
announcing the workshop.  Registration details and 
a final reminder flyer was sent to all SWCDs in 
December. 
 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
 
Around the State 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
will initiate an information/education sharing 
concept with SWCDs beginning in January.  All 
SWCDs will receive a form titled, “Around the 
State usually around the first of each month”.  
Districts will be asked to submit on the form a brief 
summary of planned information/education 
activities for that month.  This information will then 
be shared in the TSSWCB’s monthly Program 
Update for the purpose of showing a broad 
spectrum of information/education activities that 
districts are doing to promote soil and water 
conservation in the state. 
 
News Article Templates 
SWCDs will receive a news article template in 
January via e-mail that can be localized to promote 
the 2009 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest.  
Districts will also receive in January an electronic 
copy of a news template that they can localize if 
they have a director or employee planning to attend 
the program development workshop. 

 
 
 
 
 

TSSWCB Conservation Video Library  
 
About The Catalog 
There are over 200 conservation-related videos 
available; the 2008 catalog can be downloaded from 
the TSSWCB website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/files/contentimages/2
008_Video_Library_Catalogue.pdf . The 2008 
Catalog includes 18 new titles in DVD format. No 
rental fees are assessed to those wishing to borrow 
the videos from the library. However, the borrower 
is responsible for paying the return postage. 
Borrowing privileges are for a length of two weeks 
and must be returned upon the date specified by the 
librarian. Videos can be ordered through your local 
soil and water conservation district or by contacting 
the Public Information/Education department of the 
TSSWCB. 
 
How Shipping Works 
The Association of Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts' Public 
Information/Education Committee will pay the first 
transit postage costs to mail the video(s) to the 
requester. Postage for returning the video(s) will be 
the responsibility of the borrower. All videos must 
be insured upon return. 
 
Ordering a Video 
Select a video from the TSSWCB Conservation 
Video Catalog, then contact Meredith McArthur at 
mwhitley@tsswcb.state.tx.us to check it out. 
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 

 
Program Overview  
The passage of Texas Senate 
Bill 503 (1993) directed the 
Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board to 
implement water quality 
management plans (WQMPs) in Texas. A WQMP 
is a site-specific plan developed through and 
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approved by soil and water conservation districts 
for agricultural or silvicultural lands.  The agency 
has been implementing WQMPs since the mid 
1990s and has completed over 10,000 plans in the 
State of Texas. 
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http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/wqmp. 
 

 
POULTRY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
PLANS  
 
Overview 
In 2001, the 77th Legislature 
amended the Texas Water Code 
to require all persons who own 
or operate a poultry facility to 
implement and maintain a 
Water Quality Management Plan that is certified by 
the State Soil and Water Conservation Board.  For 
more information on Poultry WQMPs, please visit  
 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/poultry. 
 
Program Activities 
TSSWCB has begun conducting inspections of 
poultry CAFO facilities to ensure they are meeting 
all the necessary requirements.  In addition, staff 
continues to review and update existing WQMPs 
and develop plans for newly constructed farms. 
 
Contact the poultry office at (936) 462-7020 if 
you have questions about the poultry program. 
 

 
TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
Program Overview 
 
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires States 
to develop a program to protect the quality of water 
resources from the adverse effects of nonpoint 
source (NPS) water pollution. The Texas NPS 
Management Program (Texas NPS Program) is the 

State’s official roadmap for addressing NPS 
pollution. The program publication is updated every 
five years. The most recent revision was submitted 
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
by the Governor in December 2005. The Texas NPS 
Program is jointly administered by the TSSWCB 
and the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ). 
 
The Texas NPS Program utilizes baseline water 
quality management programs and regulatory, 
voluntary, financial, and technical assistance 
approaches to achieve a balanced program. NPS 
pollution is managed through assessment, planning, 
implementation, and education. The TCEQ and 
TSSWCB have established goals and objectives for 
guiding and tracking the progress of NPS 
management in Texas. Success in achieving the 
goals and objectives are reported annually in the 
NPS Annual Report, which is submitted to EPA in 
accordance with the CWA. 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Program involves 
partnerships among many organizations. With the 
extent and variety of NPS issues across Texas, 
cooperation across political boundaries is essential. 
Many local, regional, state, and federal agencies 
play an integral part in managing NPS pollution, 
especially at the watershed level. They provide 
information about local concerns and infrastructure 
and build support for the kind of pollution controls 
that are necessary to prevent and reduce NPS 
pollution. SWCDs are vital partners in working with 
landowners to implement best management 
practices (BMPs) that prevent and abate agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS water pollution. By 
establishing coordinated frameworks to share 
information and resources, the State can more 
effectively focus its water quality protection efforts. 
 
For more information on the Texas Nonpoint Source 
Management Program, visit our website at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram. 
 
The following is a compilation of relevant 
information pertaining to the multiple water quality 
programs administered by and/or coordinated 
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through TSSWCB that collectively represent the 
agency’s efforts in supporting the goals and 
objectives of the Texas NPS Program. 
 
Texas Nonpoint Source Management 
Program – 2010 Revision Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff are in the initial 
stages of updating the program publication. Efforts 
to move forward with revisions to the program 
publication have been temporarily suspended while 
TCEQ completes a staff reorganization. 
 
FY2008 Nonpoint Source Annual Report 
Status 
 
TSSWCB staff and TCEQ staff have compiled a 
draft of the annual report and have submitted it to 
publications for review and graphic design layout. 
The report will highlight the State’s efforts during 
FY2008 to collect data, assess water quality, 
implement projects that reduce or prevent NPS 
pollution, and educate and involve the public to 
improve and maintain the quality of water resources 
for current and future generations of Texans. This 
report must be submitted to EPA in January 2009 to 
ensure continued CWA §319(h) funding. 
 
CLEAN WATER ACT §319(h) 
NONPOINT SOURCE GRANT 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
Congress enacted §319(h) of the CWA in 1987, 
establishing a national program to control NPS 
water pollution. Through §319(h), federal funds are 
provided through the EPA to States for the 
development and implementation of each State’s 
NPS Management Program. The §319(h) funding in 
Texas is divided equally between the TCEQ and the 
TSSWCB. 
 
Protecting the State’s rivers, streams, lakes, bays, 
and aquifers from the impacts of NPS pollution is a 
complex process. Texas uses a Watershed Approach 
to focus efforts on the highest priority water quality 

issues of both surface and ground water. The 
Watershed Approach is based on the following 
principles: 

• Geographic focus based on hydrology rather 
than political boundaries; 

• Water quality objectives based on scientific 
data; 

• Coordinated priorities and integrated 
solutions; and, 

• Diverse, well-integrated partnerships. 
 
For groundwater management, the geographic focus 
is on aquifers rather than watersheds. Otherwise, the 
approach is the same. Wherever interactions 
between surface and ground water are identified, 
management activities will support the quality of 
both resources. 
 
The TSSWCB and TCEQ apply the Watershed 
Approach to managing NPS pollution by supporting 
the development and implementation of watershed 
protection plans (WPPs). WPPs are locally-driven 
projects that serve as a mechanism for voluntarily 
addressing complex water quality problems that 
cross multiple jurisdictions. WPPs are coordinated 
frameworks for implementing prioritized and 
integrated water quality protection and restoration 
strategies driven by environmental objectives. 
Through the WPP process, TSSWCB encourages 
stakeholders to holistically address all of the 
sources and causes of impairments and threats to 
both surface and ground water resources within a 
watershed. 
 
The development of WPPs is supported by §319(h) 
funding to varying extents; however, a WPP that 
meets EPA’s criteria is required to be completed in 
order to utilize §319(h) funding to implement 
portions of WPPs. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) and WPP development and 
implementation and are summarized in the Water 
Quality Planning and Implementation section of 
this report. 
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FY2002 – FY2008 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Status 
 
There are currently 64 ongoing §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. Federal 
funds totaling approximately $13 million are 
primarily being used to address NPS pollution from 
animal feeding operations, prevent atrazine runoff, 
provide technical assistance, implement BMPs, 
support various NPS outreach/education programs, 
develop and implement WPPs, and implement the 
NPS portion of TMDL Implementation Plans. 
Details on some of these projects are summarized in 
the Water Quality Planning and Implementation 
section of this report. 
 
 
FY2009 CWA §319(h) NPS Grant 
Program Request for Proposals Status 
 
The FY2009 Request for Proposals was published 
in the Texas Register on October 3, 2008, posted on 
the TSSWCB website, and e-mailed to all SWCDs 
and cooperating entities on our contact list. The 
deadline for proposal submission was November 
21, 2008. The TSSWCB received 22 proposals 
during the RFP. TSSWCB staff are currently 
reviewing and ranking the proposals. 
 
TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The CWA requires Texas to identify lakes, rivers, 
streams and estuaries failing to meet or not expected 
to meet water quality standards and not supporting 
their designated uses (swimming, drinking, aquatic 
life, etc.). This list of impaired waterbodies is 
known as the Texas 303(d) List and must be 
submitted to the EPA for review and approval every 
two years. 
 
The State must then establish a Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) for certain waterbodies 
identified on the Texas 303(d) List. A TMDL 

defines the maximum amount of a pollutant that a 
waterbody can assimilate on a daily basis and still 
meet water quality standards. The pollution 
reduction goal set by the TMDL is necessary to 
restore attainment of the designated use of the 
impaired waterbody. The maximum amount of a 
pollutant is determined by conducting a detailed 
water quality assessment that provides the 
information for a TMDL to allocate pollutant loads 
between point sources and nonpoint sources. It also 
takes into account a margin of safety, which reflects 
uncertainty and future growth. 
 
Based on the environmental target of the TMDL, an 
Implementation Plan (I-Plan) is then developed that 
prescribes the measures necessary to mitigate 
anthropogenic (human-caused) sources of that 
pollutant in that waterbody. The I-Plan specifies 
limits for point source dischargers and recommends 
BMPs for nonpoint sources. It also lays out a 
schedule for implementation. Together, the TMDL 
and the I-Plan serve as the mechanism to reduce the 
pollutant, restore the full use of the waterbody and 
remove it from the 303(d) List. EPA must approve 
the TMDL, but the I-Plan only requires State 
approval. 
 
With authority as the lead agency in Texas for 
planning, implementing, and managing programs 
and practices for preventing and abating agricultural 
and silvicultural NPS water pollution, TSSWCB 
shares responsibility with the TCEQ for the 
development and implementation of TMDLs. 
TSSWCB is committed to funding and 
collaborating with TCEQ on TMDL projects 
encompassing monitoring, assessment, modeling, 
planning, education and implementation. 
 
The TSSWCB’s efforts to restore water quality are 
channeled through TMDL and WPP development 
and implementation. Impaired waters may be 
addressed through either mechanism depending on 
the specific situation. Summaries of the TSSWCB’s 
activities within specific watersheds are available in 
the Water Quality Planning and Implementation 
section of this report. 
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FY2008 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 19, 2007, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2008 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. 
There are currently 6 on-going projects that support 
increased analytical infrastructure at public bacterial 
source tracking (BST) laboratories, implementation 
of agricultural and silvicultural NPS components of 
TMDL I-Plans, and the collection and analysis of 
water quality and land use data for watersheds with 
impaired waterbodies. A 7th project, leveraged with 
funding from a CWA §319(h) NPS Grant, has 
already been completed. 
 
FY2009 TMDL Grant Status 
 
On July 17, 2008, the Board approved an operating 
budget for FY2009 that allocated $1,200,494 in 
state appropriations to TMDL Program grants. Staff 
have obligated $480,111 through five projects that 
support implementation of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS components of TMDL I-Plans, 
technical assistance for the development of WQMPs 
on agricultural lands, and the collection and analysis 
of water quality data for watersheds with impaired 
waterbodies. Staff are in the process of developing 
workplans, budgets and contracts with collaborating 
entities to obligate the remaining funds ($720,383). 
 
TEXAS COASTAL NONPOINT 
SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL 
PROGRAM 
 
Background 
 
The Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) 
was created to coordinate state, local, and federal 
programs for the management of Texas coastal 
resources. The program brings in federal Coastal 
Zone Management Act (CZMA) funds to Texas to 
implement projects and program activities for a 
wide variety of purposes. The Coastal Coordination 
Council (CCC) administers the CMP; the TSSWCB 
is a statutorily-authorized member of the CCC. 
 

The CCC is charged with adopting uniform goals 
and policies to guide decision-making by all entities 
regulating or managing natural resource use within 
the Texas coastal area. The CCC reviews significant 
actions taken or authorized by state agencies and 
subdivisions that may adversely affect coastal 
natural resources to determine consistency with 
CMP goals and policies. In addition, the CCC 
oversees the CMP Grants Program and the Small 
Business and Individual Permitting Assistance 
Program. 
 
The Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization 
Amendments (CZARA) §6217, requires each State 
with an approved coastal zone management 
program (CMP) to develop a federally approvable 
program to control coastal NPS pollution. The CCC 
appointed a Coastal NPS Pollution Control Program 
workgroup to develop this document. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
and the EPA jointly administer the program at the 
federal level. In Texas, the TSSWCB and the TCEQ 
hold primary responsibility for the program’s 
development and implementation. 
 
Texas submitted the Texas Coastal NPS Pollution 
Control Program to EPA and NOAA in December 
1998. In July 2003, NOAA and EPA issued 
conditional approval of the Texas Coastal NPS 
Program. The agricultural and silvicultural portions 
of the program were approved without conditions. 
 
Coastal Coordination Council (CCC) 
 
The CCC met in Austin on December 18, 2008. 
Meeting information can be found at 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ccc.html. 
 
Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) 
 
The State of Texas will receive $48,591,202 for 
FY2007 and for FY2008. Of that amount, 
$31,584,281 will be allocated to the State and 
$17,006,921 will be allocated directly to the 18 
coastal counties. 
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Before any funds can be disbursed to the State or 
the counties, a State CIAP plan must be approved 
by Minerals Management Service (MMS). This 
plan will include the recommended projects that 
have been submitted for funding. 
 
The plan can be found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/fy2007.html
 
Additional information on the CIAP program can be 
found at: 
http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/ciap/index.html
 
The MMS is currently reviewing the Plan. Grant 
applications for individual projects will be 
submitted to MMS after the Plan has been 
approved. It is anticipated that state projects will be 
approved for funding by early 2009. 
 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 
2008 state CIAP funding. Coastal Land Advisory 
Board staff are currently reviewing all submitted 
applications. Recommendations for funding will be 
submitted to the Coastal Land Advisory Board by 
the end of the year. All grant applicants will be 
notified at that time regarding projects 
recommended for funding. 
 
 
TEXAS GROUNDWATER 
PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 
Background 
 
Section 26.403 of the Texas Water Code established 
the Texas Groundwater Protection Committee 
(TGPC), and mandated that the Executive Director 
(or a designee) of the TSSWCB be a permanent 
member. The TGPC bridges the gap between state 
groundwater programs, improves coordination 
between member agencies and works to protect 
groundwater as a vital resource. 
 
The Texas Groundwater Protection Committee: 

• Improves coordination between State and 
Federal agencies to protect groundwater. 

• Reports on its activities and recommends 
new protection programs to the Legislature. 

• Publishes numerous reports. 
• Advises the TCEQ on the development of 

agricultural chemical plans for groundwater. 
• Develops, implements and updates a 

comprehensive Texas Groundwater 
Protection Strategy and an annual Joint 
Groundwater Monitoring and Contamination 
Report. 

 
On December 2, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
meeting of the TGPC Public Outreach and 
Education Subcommittee in Austin. 
 
Meeting information on the TGPC is available at 
http://www.tgpc.state.tx.us/. 
 
WATER QUALITY COORDINATION 
ACTIVITIES 
 
MOA Coordination with TCEQ 
 
On September 27, 2006, at a joint meeting, the 
TSSWCB and the TCEQ approved a new 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on TMDLs, I-
Plans, and WPPs. This framework for collaboration 
between the two agencies describes the 
programmatic mechanisms employed to develop 
and implement TMDLs and WPPs. TSSWCB staff 
continue to work with TCEQ staff to implement 
components of the MOA. The MOA is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#moa. 
 
ESF-14 Community Recovery Interagency 
Group (Hurricane Ike Recovery) 
 
During October and November 2008 various staff 
from the TSSWCB have participated in a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
coordinating group targeting community recovery. 
The ESF-14 Community Recovery Interagency 
Group has developed numerous focus groups 
including Housing, Health & Human Services, 
Economic Development, Jobs & Industry, 
Agriculture & Forestry, Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Wetlands & Coastal Restoration, 
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Education & Outreach, Codes, Green Building, and 
Resiliency. TSSWCB staff are participating in the 
Agricultural & Forestry focus group, which is being 
coordinated by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
Bacteria TMDL Task Force 
 
On June 29, 2007, at a joint meeting, the TSSWCB 
and the TCEQ approved the recommendations from 
the joint Task Force on Bacteria TMDLs. The 
Board directed TSSWCB staff to work with the 
staff of the TCEQ to 1) incorporate the principles of 
the recommendations into an updated joint-agency 
TMDL guidance document, 2) move diligently to 
expedite the development of bacteria TMDLs that 
were paused during the work of the Task Force, and 
3) establish a multi-agency bacteria work group to 
continue examining the scientific research and 
development needs identified in the Task Force 
Report. More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/tmdl#taskforce. 
TSSWCB staff continue to work with TCEQ staff to 
implement these directives. 
 
Specifically, staff have completed a full draft of the 
revised TMDL Program Guidance that incorporates 
the Task Force recommendations on bacteria 
TMDLs. Progress on finalizing the guidance 
document has been suspended while TCEQ 
completes an internal staff reorganization. 
TSSWCB staff have also worked with TCEQ staff 
to resume work on the development of TMDLs 
paused during the Task Force process, including 
holding public stakeholder meetings and collecting 
and analyzing data; although, progress on the 
development of several of these TMDLs has been 
further suspended by TCEQ as proposed revisions 
to the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards may 
affect the water quality target of the TMDL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List 
 
The Texas Water Quality Inventory summarizes the 
status of the State’s surface waters, including 
concerns for public health, fitness for use by aquatic 
species and other wildlife, and specific pollutants 
and their possible sources. The 2008 Texas 303(d) 
List identifies waterbodies not attaining water 
quality standards (i.e., impaired), as required by the 
federal CWA. Over 830 waterbody-pollutant 
combinations are described. Bacteria impairments 
(contact recreation and oyster waters) continue to 
dominate the list with 48% of waterbody-pollutant 
combinations. Excessive levels of pollutants in fish 
tissue constitute 16% and low dissolved oxygen 
impairments account for 15%. The remainder of 
impairments are for a variety of pollutants. The 
TCEQ approved the 2008 Texas 202(d) List on 
March 19, 2008. 
 
On July 9, 2008, EPA partially approved, and 
partially disapproved, the 2008 Texas 303(d) List. 
Specifically, EPA approved Texas’ listing of 836 
waterbody-pollutant combinations but disapproved 
Texas’ decision not to list Corpus Christi Bay as 
impaired for recreation use due to excessive levels 
of bacteria; EPA added this waterbody-pollutant 
combination to the final 2008 Texas 303(d) List. 
 
On December 2, 2008, EPA published in the 
Federal Register notice of their response to public 
comments received regarding their decision to add 
Corpus Christi Bay to the final 2008 Texas 303(d) 
List. Based on review of public comments EPA 
decided to maintain the listing of Corpus Christi 
Bay but has amended the scope of the listing to 
geographically define the impairment as restricted 
to only two beachfront parks. More information on 
EPA’s decision is available at 
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-
WATER/2008/December/Day-02/w28600.htm. 
 
More information on the 2008 Texas Water Quality 
Inventory and 303(d) List is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/compliance/monitoring/
water/quality/data/08twqi/twqi08.html. 
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Surface Water Quality Standards Triennial 
Review 
 
Major revisions to the Texas Surface Water Quality 
Standards are being drafted by TCEQ, including the 
establishment of numeric nutrient criteria for 
reservoirs and modifications to contact recreation 
use and bacteria criteria. TCEQ adoption of any 
changes to the Standards is not expected until mid-
2009. EPA must also approve any changes. 
 
TCEQ staff have posted on the website an agenda 
and numerous handouts for the next meeting of the 
Surface Water Quality Standards Advisory Work 
Group scheduled for January 6-7, 2009 in Austin. 
At this meeting, there will be significant discussion 
of proposed rule changes and how those changes 
would be implemented if approved by the 
Commission and EPA. This could be the last public 
meeting before proposed rule changes are published 
in the Texas Register. 
 
More information on this Standards review process 
is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality
/stakeholders/swqsawg.html. 
 
Texas Clean Rivers Program 
 
The Texas Clean Rivers Program (CRP) is a state 
fee–funded program for water quality monitoring, 
assessment, and public outreach administered by the 
TCEQ. CRP is a collaboration of 15 partner 
agencies who conduct water quality monitoring and 
assessments in the 23 river and coastal basins in 
Texas. Each river or coastal basin is assigned to one 
of the designated CRP partner agencies. Each CRP 
partner agency has an established steering 
committee to set monitoring and assessment 
priorities within its basin. These committees bring 
together the diverse interests in each basin and are 
designed to allow local concerns to be addressed 
through regional solutions. The Texas Water Code 
requires the TCEQ and CRP partner agencies to 
coordinate monitoring and assessment activities 
with local SWCDs through the TSSWCB. The data 

generated by CRP partner agencies is used to 
identify significant long-term water quality trends 
and characterize water quality conditions. Each 
CRP partner agency develops and publishes an 
annual Basin Highlights Report and a five-year 
Basin Summary Report. The TCEQ also uses CRP-
generated data in the biennial assessment conducted 
for the Texas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) 
List. More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/nav/eq/texcleanriver.htm
l. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program 
 
Galveston Bay is an estuary of national importance 
and, through the federal CWA §320, is included in 
the National Estuary Program administered by the 
EPA. The Galveston Bay Council is the stakeholder 
advisory group that coordinates the implementation 
of the Galveston Bay Plan, which is a 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan developed under the auspices of the National 
Estuary Program. The TSSWCB is a named 
member of the Galveston Bay Council. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/. The implementation of 
the Galveston Bay Plan affects agricultural and 
silvicultural operations in watersheds that drain to 
Galveston Bay in Brazoria, Chambers, Galveston, 
Harris and Liberty Counties. 
 
 
Texas Watershed Planning Short Course 
 
Proper training of watershed coordinators and water 
resource professionals is needed to ensure that 
WPPs are adequately planned, coordinated and 
implemented and the results properly assessed and 
reported. To provide the needed training and 
promote sustainable proactive approaches to 
managing water quality throughout the state, this 
Short Course (WPSC) provides participants with 
guidance on stakeholder coordination, education, 
and outreach; meeting the EPA's nine key elements 
of a WPP; data collection and analysis; and the 
tools available for plan development. The Texas 
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Water Resources Institute, with CWA §319(h) 
funding from the TCEQ, developed this course. The 
planning team includes TSSWCB staff. 
 
The next course is scheduled for January 12-16, 
2009 in Bandera. 
 
More information is available at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/. 
 
Southeast and South Central Texas 
Regional Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee 
 
On December 11, 2008, Brian Koch and Mitch 
Conine attended the Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee meeting in 
Columbus. 
 
At this meeting, updates were given on several 
WPP and TMDL projects from across the region. 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service presented an 
update on the progress of implementing the Plum 
Creek WPP. The Houston-Galveston Area Council 
provided an update on the development of the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP and on the Houston Area 
Bacteria Implementation Group, which focuses on 
several bacteria TMDLs in the greater Houston 
area. 
 
Galveston Bay Estuary Program presented 
information the West Bay Conservation Initiative. 
GBEP partnered with the River Systems Institute at 
Texas State University and have conducted 
watershed habitat assessments, identifying key areas 
for conservation as a tool for stakeholder-led 
planning. Also, a technical advisory group has been 
established, and relationships with key local leaders 
and landowners have been cultivated. Work will 
continue to further capitalize on current 
opportunities for on-the-ground conservation work 
and to expand relationships with landowners, as 
well as reaching out to corporate and industrial 
stakeholders. 
 
Texas Water Resources Institute presented 
information on Lone Star Healthy Streams which is 

a program focused on reducing the levels of 
bacterial contamination of waterbodies from 
grazing livestock. Funded with CWA §319(h) NPS 
Grants from the TSSWCB, this will be 
accomplished by evaluating and demonstrating 
BMP effectiveness, developing an educational 
curriculum, and promoting statewide BMP 
implementation. Currently, research is being 
conducted using different grazing BMPs including 
alternative water sources and artificial shade to 
reduce livestock loafing in and close to streams. 
These BMPs have shown a 75% reduction in time 
spent in those critical areas. Also, runoff from 
rangeland and pastureland under different grazing 
scenarios is being monitored. The scenarios include 
rangeland not grazed to heavily utilized pasture, and 
bacteria numbers from each of these situations 
differ. More information on Lone Star Healthy 
Streams is available at http://grazinglands-
wq.tamu.edu/. 
 
The WCSC is composed of about two dozen water 
quality monitoring and improvement partners, 
including other state and federal agencies, river 
authorities, national estuary programs, and councils 
of governments. The WCSC is tasked with 
providing guidance to TSSWCB on watershed 
planning activities in 47 counties across southeast 
and south central Texas. More information is 
available at http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp. 
 
Upcoming Public Meetings 
 

• January 6-7, 2009 – TCEQ Surface Water 
Quality Standards Advisory Work Group 
(Austin) 

• January 6, 2009 – Houston Area Bacteria 
Implementation Group (BIG) Animal and 
Agricultural Sources Workgroups (Houston) 

• January 12-16, 2009 – Texas Watershed 
Planning Short Course (Bandera) 

• January 12-14, 2009 – 9th Biennial State of 
Galveston Bay Symposium (Galveston) 

• January 12, 2009 – Galveston Bay Council 
(Galveston) 
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• January 13, 2009 – Arroyo Colorado WPP 
Outreach and Education Workgroup 
(Weslaco) 

• January 16, 2009 – Barton and Onion 
Creeks Watershed Stakeholder Meeting 
(Austin) 

• January 20, 2009 – TCEQ Water Quality 
Advisory Work Group (Austin) 

• January 20, 2009 – South Texas Irrigation 
Conference (Hondo) 

• January 20, 2009 – Houston Area Bacteria 
Implementation Group (BIG) Steering 
Committee (Houston) 

• January 21, 2009 – Eagle Mountain Lake 
WPP Stakeholder Meeting (Decatur) 

• January 21, 2009 – Texas Groundwater 
Protection Committee (Austin) 

• January 21, 2009 – TGPC Agricultural 
Chemicals Subcommittee (Austin) 

• January 21, 2009 – TGPC Groundwater 
Research Subcommittee (Austin) 

• January 26, 2009 – Arroyo Colorado WPP 
Agricultural Issues Workgroup (Weslaco) 

• January 26, 2009 – Arroyo Colorado 
Watershed Partnership Steering Committee 
(Weslaco) 

• January 26-27, 2009 – 2nd Annual Wind 
Energy Conference (Austin) 

• January 31, 2009 – South Llano River 
Watershed Stakeholder Meeting (Junction) 

• February 5, 2009 – Cedar Creek WPP 
Stakeholder Meeting (Kaufman) 

 

WATER QUALITY PLANNING AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Adams and Cow Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/37-orangecounty.html. These TMDLs have 
limited impacts on livestock and forestry operations 

in the Adams and Cow Bayous watershed in 
Orange, Jasper and Newton Counties. 
 
Arroyo Colorado 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Concerns: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On November 20, 2008, a Texas Watershed 
Steward workshop was held in Monte Alto. 
Sponsored by TSSWCB and facilitated by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, the training 
discussed what it is to be a watershed steward, 
watershed impairments, managing urban and rural 
lands through the use of BMPs, and how to get 
involved in community-driven watershed protection 
and management. The training also involved 
interactive demonstration projects such as a NPS 
watershed model, rainfall simulator, and rainwater 
harvester. The workshop was held in support of on-
going watershed planning efforts in the Arroyo 
Colorado watershed. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.arroyocolorado.org/. This WPP affects 
farming operations in the Arroyo Colorado 
watershed in Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
Counties. 
 
Atascosa River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-atascosa.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Atascosa River 
watershed in Atascosa, Bexar, Frio, Karnes, Live 
Oak, McMullen, Medina and Wilson Counties. 
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Bastrop Bayou 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On December 16, 2008, Brian Koch attended a 
Bastrop Bayou WPP meeting in Brazoria. At this 
meeting an overview of the project was given 
including completed tasks. SELECT model details 
were given on bacteria loading estimates. Also, 
Load Duration Curves for bacteria were discussed; 
these will be used as another tool to help assess 
bacteria loading. Also, new Texas Stream Team 
volunteer monitors were identified; data they collect 
will be used to help with the project. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.bastropbayou.org/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Bastrop Bayou watershed in Brazoria County. 
 
Brady Creek 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/NPSBrady.html. This project 
has the potential to affect agricultural operations in 
the Brady Creek watershed in McCulloch, Concho, 
San Saba and Menard Counties. 
 
Buck Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://twri.tamu.edu/buckcreek/. This WPP has the 
potential to affect livestock and farming operations 
in the Buck Creek watershed in Donley, 
Collingsworth, and Childress Counties. 
 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 

 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/22-buffalobayou.html. This TMDL will have 
limited to no affect on livestock operations in the 
Buffalo and Whiteoak Bayous watershed in Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller Counties. 
 
Caddo Lake 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen, pH 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On December 2-4, 2008, Max Berry attended a 
Caddo Lake WPP Hydrology Workgroup meeting 
in Jefferson. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.netmwd.com/Caddo%20Lake%20Prote
ction%20Plan/Caddo_index.html. This WPP has the 
potential to affect poultry, forestry and other 
agricultural operations in the Caddo Lake watershed 
in Upshur, Camp, Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison, 
Marion, Wood, Gregg, Franklin, and Hopkins 
Counties. 
 
Cedar Creek Reservoir 
Impairment: pH 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
On November 20, 2008, Donna Long attended a 
Cedar Creek Reservoir WPP stakeholder meeting in 
Kaufman. 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP will affect agricultural 
operations in the Cedar Creek watershed in 
Henderson, Kaufman, Rockwall and Van Zandt 
Counties. 
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Clear Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/68-clearcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations in the Clear 
Creek watershed in Galveston, Harris, Brazoria and 
Fort Bend Counties. 
 
Concho River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen, 
Macrobenthic Community 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.ucratx.org/CRiverRest_UCRA.html. 
This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Concho River watershed in Coke, 
Concho, Crockett, Glasscock, Howard, Irion, 
Menard, Midland, Reagan, Runnels, Schleicher, 
Sterling, Tom Green, and Upton Counties. 
 
Copano Bay and Mission and Aransas 
Rivers 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/42-copano.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Copano Bay and Mission 
and Aransas Rivers watershed in Bee, Goliad, 
Refugio, Karnes, Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties. 
 
Cypress Creek 
Concerns: Dissolved Oxygen, Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cypresscreekproject.org/. This WPP has 

the potential to affect livestock and farming 
operations in the Cypress Creek watershed in Hays 
County. 
 
Dickinson Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This WPP is proceeding in tandem with the on-
going TMDLs for bacteria and dissolved oxygen. 
More information on the TMDL is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/17-dickinson.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/. Both the WPP and 
the TMDLs have the potential to affect farming and 
ranching operations in the Dickinson Bayou 
watershed in Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Eagle Mountain Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
More information is available at http://nctx-
water.tamu.edu/. This WPP has the potential to 
affect agricultural operations in the Eagle Mountain 
Reservoir watershed in Clay, Jack, Montague, 
Parker, Tarrant and Wise Counties. 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/31-elmsandies.html. This TMDL will affect 
livestock operations in the Elm and Sandies Creeks 
watershed in Gonzales, DeWitt, Karnes, Wilson and 
Guadalupe Counties. 
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Galveston Bay 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/74-uppercoastoyster.html. This TMDL has 
limited affect on livestock operations around the 
Galveston Bay complex in Chambers, Harris, 
Galveston and Brazoria Counties. 
 
Geronimo Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
On December 19, 2008, Loren Henley, Brian Koch, 
and Aaron Wendt met with staff from the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service and the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority (GBRA) to discuss 
preliminary steps to initiate watershed assessment 
and planning activities in the Geronimo Creek 
watershed. TSSWCB has provided a CWA §319(h) 
NPS Grant to GBRA to support the development of 
a WPP. 
 
This WPP has the potential to affect ranching and 
farming operations in the Geronimo Creek 
watershed in Guadalupe and Comal Counties. 
 
Gilleland Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information on the Creekside Conservation 
Program is available at 
http://www.lcra.org/community/conservation/creeks
ide.html. More information on the TMDL is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/69-gillelandcreekbacteria.html. This TMDL 
has limited affect on livestock operations in the 
Gilleland Creek watershed in Travis County. 
 
 

Lake Granbury 
Concern: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On December 3, 2008, Mitch Conine attended a 
Lake Granbury WPP stakeholder meeting in 
Granbury. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/gbWPP.asp. This WPP has 
the potential to affect agricultural operations around 
Lake Granbury in Hood and Parker Counties. 
 
Lake Granger 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concern: Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/managementprogram/
granger. This WPP will affect farming and livestock 
operations in the Lake Granger watershed in 
Williamson and Burnet Counties. 
 
Hickory Creek 
Concern: Nutrients, Sediment 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cityofdenton.com/pages/mygovenviron
mentalwater319grant.cfm. This WPP has the 
potential to affect farming and livestock operations 
in the Hickory Creek watershed in Denton County. 
 
Lake Houston 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On November 18, 2008, Brian Koch attended the 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) Steering 
Committee meeting in Houston. The BIG is focused 
on implementing bacteria TMDLs in the greater 
Houston area, including Lake Houston, Buffalo and 
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Whiteoak Bayous, Clear Creek and others. At this 
meeting, the previous meeting minutes were 
approved and additional Steering Committee 
alternates were approved. The various workgroups 
reported on their activities and discussion from each 
meeting, including identifying sources and load 
reduction strategies. Also, a basic outline of the 
TMDL I-Plan was distributed and discussed, with 
consensus on including the nine elements 
fundamental for a WPP. TCEQ provided the Upper 
San Antonio River WPP was a good example of 
each element. The group expressed a desire to have 
EPA involved in the BIG. 
 
On December 5, 2008 Brian Koch attended the 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) Animal 
Work Group meeting in Houston. At this meeting a 
discussion was held on additional animal sources of 
bacteria. Also, existing implementation activities 
were discussed, and additional activities were 
identified and prioritized to help achieve load 
reductions. Brian Koch discussed the TSSWCB 
WQMP Program and associated financial assistance 
available in Harris, Waller and Liberty Counties; he 
identified BMPs that were eligible for funding 
through the TSSWCB Program, and talked about 
the availability of NRCS EQIP in the affected 
watersheds. 
 
More information on the greater Houston area 
Bacteria Implementation Group (BIG) is available 
at http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/BIG/default.aspx. 
More information on the Lake Houston TMDLs is 
available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/82-lakehouston.html. These TMDLs have the 
potential to affect livestock operations in the Lake 
Houston watershed in Grimes, Harris, Liberty, 
Montgomery, San Jacinto, Walker and Waller 
Counties. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lake O’ the Pines 
Impairment: Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/19-lakeopines.html. This TMDL and I- Plan 
affect poultry, dairy and forestry operations in the 
Lake O’ the Pines watershed in Upshur, Camp, 
Titus, Morris, Cass, Harrison and Marion Counties. 
 
Lampasas River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.lampasasriver.org/. This WPP will 
affect livestock operations in the Lampasas River 
watershed in Bell, Burnet, Hamilton, Lampasas and 
Mills Counties. 
 
Leon River 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP, TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ (TMDL), TSSWCB (WPP) 
 
On December 2, 2008, Don Brandenberger, Charlie 
Upchurch, Pamela Casebolt, TJ Helton, and Aaron 
Wendt attended a Leon River WPP Town Hall 
meeting in Hamilton. The meeting opened with a 
discussion on the postponement of the Leon River 
bacteria TMDL and the need to capitalize on the 
opportunity to support and make decisions on the 
WPP. Watershed reconnaissance survey results 
were presented which noted the general conditions 
of the river and presence/absence of point and 
nonpoint sources of pollution. A summary of 
implementation strategies developed by the seven 
focus groups were also discussed. Other discussion 
included bacterial source tracking (BST), the 
inclusion of nutrients in the WPP, and how 
modeling will be used to evaluate BMPs. 
 
More information on the postponed bacteria TMDL 
is available at 
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http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-leonbacteria.html. More information on the 
WPP is available at 
http://www.brazos.org/LeonRiverWPP.asp. Both 
the WPP and the TMDL will affect livestock 
operations in the Leon River watershed in 
Comanche, Coryell, Mills, Erath and Hamilton 
Counties. 
 
Little Brazos River Tributaries 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: Assessment 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
For more information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/watersheds/littlebrazo
s. This project will affect livestock operations in the 
Walnut, Pin Oak, Campbells, Mud and Spring 
Creeks watersheds in Robertson County. 
 
Lower San Antonio River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-lowersanantoniobac.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Lower San 
Antonio River watershed in Karnes, Goliad, 
Refugio, DeWitt, Wilson, Victoria, and Guadalupe 
Counties. 
 
North Bosque River 
Impairment: Nutrients, Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/06-bosque.html. This TMDL affects dairy 
operations in the North Bosque River watershed in 
Bosque, Erath, Somervell, Hamilton, Coryell and 
McLennan Counties. 
 
 
 

Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/67-osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL may 
affect livestock and farming operations in the Oso 
Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Peach Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/34-peachcreek_group.html. This TMDL will 
affect livestock operations in the Peach Creek 
watershed in Gonzales, Bastrop, Fayette and 
Caldwell Counties. 
 
Plum Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
 
More information is available at 
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum Creek 
watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
Rio Grande below Falcon Reservoir 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This project has the potential to affect livestock 
operations in Starr, Jim Hogg and Hidalgo 
Counties. 
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San Bernard River 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  Third party 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.sanbernardriver.com/. This project has 
the potential to affect farming and livestock 
operations in the San Bernard River watershed in 
Austin, Brazoria, Colorado, Fort Bend and Wharton 
Counties. 
 
Lake Somerville 
Impairment: pH, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: Assessment 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
This project has the potential to affect farming and 
livestock operations in the Lake Somerville 
watershed in Bastrop, Burleson, Lee, Milam, 
Washington, and Williamson Counties. 
 
Upper Oyster Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: TMDL, TMDL I-Plan 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/water/t
mdl/25-oystercreek.html. This TMDL will have 
limited affect on farming and livestock operations 
in the Upper Oyster Creek watershed in Fort Bend 
County. 
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Water Supply Enhancement Program 
Status Report  
 
The 80th Legislature continued funding for the 
Water Enhancement Program by providing 
$1,848,927.00 in General Revenue Funds in FY08. 
These funds were directed to be used for 
continuation of brush control projects designated by 
the Soil and Water Conservation Board.   

 

• Provided the following SWCDs with Water 
Supply Enhancement Program Updates, 
Water Supply Enhancement Certification, 
and /or Contracts 
   
Area 2 Districts 
North Concho River SWCD  
Nolan County SWCD  

 Middle Concho SWCD 
 Eldorado-Divide SWCD  

Tom Green County SWCD   
Pedernales SWCD  

 Gillespie County SWCD 
 Area 3 

McMullen County SWCD 
 LaSalle County SWCD 

Caldwell/ Travis SWCD 
 Comal/Guadalupe SWCD 

Webb County SWCD 
Area 4 
Harris Co. SWCD 
Area 5 
Archer County SWCD 

 Lower Clear Fork/Brazos SWCD 
 Pecan Bayou SWCD 
   

• Evaluate pending application sub basin 
criteria from all projects 

• Assisted Guadalupe Blanco River Authority 
with potential areas for Water Enhancement 
Project 

• Assisted Corp of Engineers with planning of 
water enhancement plan for O.C. Fisher and 
spraying of Salt Cedar 

• 21 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 
Enhancement Certifications 

• 15 Landowners assisted with Water Supply 
Enhancement Contracts 

• Assist Canadian River Municipal Water 
Authority with Salt Cedar Certification 

• Discuss proposal for project with the White 
River Municipal Water District for treating 
Salt Cedar 

• Met with Rep. Swinford to discuss the 
upcoming Legislative session 
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• Conference call with National Invasive 
Species coordinator concern requirements 
for Texas Invasive Species Council 

Dam Safety Rules Revision 
The TCEQ is in the process of updating Texas’ dam 
safety rules. The proposed rules may be viewed or 
downloaded from TCEQ’s website: 

• Presented presentation about Water 
Enhancement Program to the City of San 
Angelo Water Advisory Board  

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/rules/prop.html   
FLOOD CONTROL DAMS The revised rules should become effective January, 

2009.  
Floodwater retarding dams built by local watershed 
sponsors under the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) watershed program successfully 
protected many Texas communities from 
catastrophic damage during the spring and summer 
storms of 2007. Floodwaters from 24 storm events 
caused damages in 14 counties, with some counties 
being affected multiple times. Floodwater retarding 
dams in 19 watershed projects located within these 
counties reduced flood damages by $25 million for 
these storm events.   

Monthly Program News and Activities is produced by the Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) for use by 
Texas soil and water conservation district directors.  If you have 
any questions regarding its contents, or have information you 
would like to see in a future issue, please contact Loren Henley 
(254) 773-2250 or lhenley@tsswcb.state.tx.us. 

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) is a 
state agency that administers Texas’ soil and water conservation 
law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement 
programs throughout the State. Headquartered in Temple, Texas, 
the TSSWCB offers technical assistance to the state’s 217 soil and 
water conservation districts (SWCDs). The TSSWCB is the lead 
state agency for the planning, management, and abatement of 
agricultural and silvicultural (forestry) nonpoint source pollution, 
and administers the Texas Brush Control Program. The TSSWCB 
maintains regional offices in strategic locations in the State to 
help carry out the agency’s responsibilities. 

Statewide, 148 watershed projects provide average 
annual benefits exceeding $119 million.  This very 
important infrastructure provides benefits by 
reducing flood damages to homes, businesses, 
roads, bridges, and agricultural lands, as well as 
protects many people’s lives.  

The NRCS has prepared Watershed fact sheets have 
for all U.S. Congressional Districts in Texas that 
have watershed projects. A state-wide fact sheet has 
also been prepared. You may access  

 

 

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/watersheds/i
ndex.htm.  

The fact sheets and other data from the watershed 
web may be used in working with your local 
watershed sponsors on O&M, repair, dam safety, 
and rehabilitation of watershed project dams.  4311 S 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 

TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 
 (254) 773-2250 

www.tsswcb.state.tx.us
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Brian Koch 
Regional Watershed Coordinator 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Wharton Regional Office 
 
1120 Hodges Lane 
Wharton, TX 77488 
Phone: 979-532-9496 
Fax: 979-532-8765 
E-mail: bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Nikki Dictson 
Extension Program Specialist 
Texas Cooperative Extension 
Texas Watershed Steward Program 
 
355A Heep Building, 2474 TAMU 
College Station, TX  77843-2474 
Phone: 979-458-3478 
Fax: 979-845-0604 
E-mail: n-dictson@tamu.edu 
http://watershedsteward.tamu.edu/  

This newsletter is published for the benfit of entities with water quality management responsibilites in Southeast and South Central 
Texas.  Its purpose is to inform readers and highlight watershed activities taking place thoughout the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board Wharton Regional Office service area. 
 
This newsletter is made possible through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act §319(h) grant administered by 
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board and the Texas Cooperative Extension prohibit discrimination in all of its 
programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status 
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Coordinated Watershed Protection in 
Southeast and South Central Texas 

 
Volume 2, Issue 1                      March 2007 
 
In this Issue: 

• Update from the Regional Watershed Coordinator 
• Watershed Coordination Steering Committee Meeting 
• Prescribed Burning Benefits for Water Quality 
• Update from the Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 

 
 
Update from the Regional 
Watershed Coordinator 
Brian Koch, Regional Watershed Coordinator, 
TSSWCB, Wharton Regional Office, Wharton, Texas 
bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
 
Hello, everyone and welcome to this issue 
of the regional newsletter.  The past 
couple of months flew by, with many 
activities and meetings throughout the 
region.  
 
On January 24 and 25, the Galveston Bay 
Estuary Program held their 8th Biennial 
State of the Bay Symposium.  The 
Symposium was titled: Charting the 
Course to 2015: People, the Bay and the 

Future; and focused 
on exploring potential 
impacts of projected 
population growth on 
Galveston Bay and its 
supporting landscapes.  
The first day included 
field trips to different 
points of interest in 
and around Galveston 

Bay.  The plenary sessions featured 
federal, state, and local policy makers and 
resource managers who focused on 
challenges to water supply, water quality, 
habitat, fish and wildlife, and people; and 
discuss opportunities to shape the regions 
future, through cooperative management 
 
 

 
of the region’s natural resources.  The 
strategies will be outlined to enhance 
management toward a sustainable 
Galveston Bay for generations to come. 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/ 
 
On February 13 and 15, the Nueces River 
Authority held their Clean Rivers Program 
stakeholders meetings in Uvalde and 
Corpus Christi, respectively.      

 
The Aransas River in Refugio and San Patricio 
Counties is monitored by the Nueces River 
Authority; photo by Brian Koch 
 
A draft of the 2007 Basin Highlights 
Report was reviewed.  
 
The Coastal Bend Council of Governments 
received a USEPA CWA §319(h) grant 
through TCEQ to combat dumping in 
Nueces County.  Their efforts for 
education include Public Service 
Announcements on television, NPS 

WCSC Meeting        
     Schedule 
 
June 7, 2007 
 
September 6, 2007 
 
December 6, 2007 
 
March 8, 2008 
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education through a watershed model, 
and site cleanups. 
 
Water quality priority areas in the basin 
were highlighted, including the 
Headwaters Stewardship Education 
Project, the Nueces Basin Watershed 
Model, South Central Texas bacteria and 
DO and the Copano Bay watershed, where 
a TMDL is currently underway for bacteria 
in oyster waters. 
http://www.nueces-ra.org/ 
 
On February 20, in Luling, Texas 
Cooperative Extension hosted a workshop 
on management and control of feral hogs, 
targeted for Caldwell, Hays, Travis, 
Bastrop, Guadalupe, and Gonzales 
Counties.   

 
Feral hog distribution in Texas 2004; Texas 
Cooperative Extension 
 
Feral hogs have the potential to negatively 
affect water quality, and have impact on 
water quality improvement projects, such 
as the Plum Creek WPP and the Elm and 
Sandies Creek and Peach Creek TMDLs 
located in the focus area.  Also, billions of 
dollars annually are lost due to crop 
damage and disease transmission to 
livestock by feral hogs. Presentations 
included information on basic feral hog 
biology; including life history, diet, range, 
habitat preference, and breeding; 
management strategies including hunting, 
trapping, and snaring were given, and 
included strategies for landowners to 
profit from selling hunts and the meat 

from feral hogs; and a presentation was 
given focusing on studies concerning 
disease transmission to livestock, 
indicating swine brucellosis and 
pseudorabies as the most common 
diseases carried by feral hogs. 
http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/ 
 
The Galveston Bay Estuary Program Water 
and Sediment Quality Subcommittee met 
on February 22 in Houston.  A report on 
current and closing projects was given to 
the group, followed by discussion of the 
strategic plan and timeline.   Discussion 
on FY 2008 projects took place.  Projects 
of note were for a Clean Texas Marina 
Program, designed to reduce pollutant 
loadings from marinas; also a Failing 
Septic System Initiative-Correction 
Strategy, targeted for Harris County 
Precinct 2, to reduce pollution loading 
from OSSFs into neighboring waterways.  
Also mentioned, was the ongoing 
implementation of agricultural BMPs 
through the TSSWCB Water Quality 
Management Plan Program, and the 
potential for a Galveston Bay tributary to 
be named for WPP development through 
the WRO WCSC selection process. 
http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/ 
 
The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority 
held their Clean Rivers Program Steering 
Committee meeting on March 22, in 
Seguin.  An overview of the CRP activities 
was given, including Upper Guadalupe 
monitoring, and monitoring by the 
Wimberley Valley Watershed Association 
for their pending Cypress Creek WPP.  
Texas Watch provided an update of their 
activities in the basin, including some 
volunteer monitoring in Plum Creek 
between Kyle and Lockhart.  In 4-6 
months, Texas Watch expects to be fully 
capable to include E. coli in their 
monitoring.  Brian Koch gave an update 
on the activities of the Plum Creek 
Watershed Partnership, including Steering 
Committee and Workgroup meetings, 
tours, and findings from the start of the 
project until now. Stakeholder concerns 
for growth along I-35 and erosion and 
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riverbank modifications in the Plum Creek 
Watershed were also noted. 
   
TCEQ provided an update on the TMDLs 
that are ongoing in the basin; the Peach 
Creek TMDL is waiting on 
recommendations from the TCEQ/TSSWCB 
joint technical Task Force on Bacteria 
TMDLs, but expects to move forward with 
the project as soon as the 
recommendations are made. Additionally, 
the Gonzales County SWCD updated the 
number of poultry WQMPs (30) and 
livestock WQMPs (3) currently certified in 
the Peach Creek watershed.  
http://www.gbra.org/ 
 
The Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership held their steering committee 
meeting on March 27, in Dickinson.  This 
meeting was to bring the steering 
committee up to speed on the planning 
process with the partnership’s work 
groups.  An update on the TMDLs for DO 
and bacteria were given.  The modeling 
for the DO impairment is scheduled to be 
completed in August 2007.  Work began in 
September for the bacteria TMDL; so far 
additional data is being gathered.  The 
WPP was reviewed, and timelines were set 
for workgroups to have drafts of their 
respective sections completed by June 1 
and recommendations for implementation 
complete by December 1. The partnership 
will meet on April 19 in Dickinson.   
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org 
 
For more information and past issues of 
the newsletter please visit: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp 
  

Watershed Coordination 
Steering Committee 
Brian Koch, Regional Watershed Coordinator, 
TSSWCB, Wharton Regional Office, Wharton, Texas 
bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
 
The eighth meeting of the Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (WCSC) 
of the Texas State Soil and Water 
Conservation Board Wharton Regional 
Office was held in Columbus on March 8. 
 

Updates on Watershed Protection Plans 
(WPP) from across the region were given. 
The first was an update of activities from 
the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership.  Workgroup meetings were 
held in November and January, with 
discussions on potential BMPs for WPP 
implementation, refinement of the LDC 
and SELECT modeling, and GBRA’s 
outreach to 760 fourth grade students in 
the watershed, through a water quality 
testing campaign.  For the Steering 
Committee meeting in December, the 
initial LDC and SELECT results for E. coli 
were introduced. To meet water quality 
standards a 59% reduction at Uhland, 
12% at Lockhart, and 58% at Luling were 
needed.  The first draft of the WPP was 
sent out to Stakeholders in February for 
initial review and comment.  A draft of the 
WPP document should be complete by 
August 2007. 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu 
   
Holli Swick, from The Trust for Public Land 
provided an overview of the Armand 
Bayou Watershed Partnership, with 
the main focus on the Greenprinting 
effort.  
  

 
Tri-colored heron on Armand Bayou; TPWD 
photo 
 
There are three phases to Greenprinting, 
and they include: 
 

• Phase I.  Watershed Assessment: 
Identify areas where land 
conservation provides the greatest 
benefit to community priorities 
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• Phase II.  Exchange: Address 
issues and identify strategies 
through an exchange 

• Phase III.  Implementation: Fine-
tune strategies and begin locally-
driven implementation efforts 

 
The goals of the partnership are outlined 
this way: Protect Habitat, Protect Water 
Quality, Reduce Flood Damage, Provide 
Access and Recreation, and Improve 
Water Quality.  Some of the most critical 
areas are owned by large refineries, and 
currently strategies are being developed 
to further protect these areas.  There is 
also work being done to incorporate 
USEPA’s 9-elements for watershed plans 
into the Armand Bayou Plan. 
http://www.armandbayou.org 
   
Bud Solmonsson, from Texas Sea Grant 
provided an update of the Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership.  The 
workgroups have been meeting almost 
monthly, with work focusing on drafting 
the WPP.  The land use workgroup’s task 
is probably the most challenging because 
of the various types of land use, and how 
fast some are changing.  A new 
workgroup has been formed for 
recreation; they will work on different 
issues affecting recreational use and 
access on the bayou.  One of the local 
churches has set aside 15 acres of land on 
the bayou for preservation, which should 
create a buffer for the bayou, contributing 
to load reductions. The Partnership will 
next meet on April 17 in Dickinson. 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org 
 
Carl Masterson, from Houston-Galveston 
Area Council provided an update of the 
Bastrop Bayou WPP.  Their contract 
with TCEQ has been approved, with a 
start date of March 16, 2007.  Landowners 
have already come forward, volunteering 
to implement Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) on livestock operations.    
http://www.h-gac.com 
 
Steve Lusk from the San Antonio River 
Authority provided an update of the 
Upper San Antonio River WPP.  The 

WPP document was finalized in January 
2007, after the draft was submitted to 
TCEQ in July 2006.  The major issues 
holding up finalization was there was no 
timeline in the plan, and the introduction 
was re-written. 
 

 
Map of the Upper San Antonio River WPP; 
provided by San Antonio River Authority 
 
A chart that contained USEPA’s 9-
elements was included in the plan and 
distributed to the WCSC.  This chart 
basically lays out each element and what 
entity would be in charge of implementing 
each BMP.  BMPs are expected to meet 
the load reductions necessary to attain or 
even be lower than stream standards for 
bacteria at base flow.   
 
One of the major load reductions will be 
disinfecting water from the zoo with UV 
treatment.  The routine monitoring is 
completed, and one more targeted event 
is remaining.  The WPP information, 
including the final WPP document, is 
located under the “New Information” link 
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on the San Antonio River Authority 
website.  www.sara-tx.org 
 
Richard Eyster from Texas Department of 
Agriculture (TDA) presented TDAs 
Control Efforts for Feral Hogs in 
Texas.  Texas has an estimated 
population of around 1.5-2 million feral 
hogs statewide, and many experts believe 
the number is higher. 
  

 
Feral Hogs along the Colorado River in 
Matagorda County; photo by Brian Koch 
 
Feral hog damage is felt throughout the 
agriculture community; these animals are 
very fond of domestic agricultural crops 
such as corn, grain sorghum, rice, wheat, 
soybeans, peanuts, potatoes, 
watermelons and cantaloupe.  Feral hogs 
are omnivorous, and also prey on young 
lambs, kid goats, shellfish and even fish.   
 
They have also been known to kill and eat 
ground-nesting birds, such as turkey and 
quail.  In addition to damaging crops and 
livestock, feral hogs are also vectors of 
several diseases that can lead to losses in 
agriculture, including: pseudorabies, hog 
cholera, swine brucellosis, tuberculosis, 
and anthrax. They are also potential 
carriers of FMD (foot-and-mouth disease).  
Texas Cooperative Extension estimates 
that statewide annual economic damage 
caused by feral hogs is $51.7 million. 
 
As a result, in 2005 the Texas Legislature 
awarded TDA $500,000 for feral hog 
research. Texas A&M University was 
awarded $390,500 to assess feral hog 
damage to crops, evaluate current control 
efforts and to measure economic impact.  

The remaining $109,500 went to Texas 
Tech University to develop pheromone 
and odor combinations which can be used 
to attract feral hogs to traps and other 
control locations. The grant will also be 
used to research reproductive control 
methods, with the long-term goal to apply 
these methods on a large-scale basis in 
Texas. 
  
It has also been noted that feral hogs are 
potential sources of pathogens affecting 
many of the streams in Texas, which 
make pollution controls such as TMDLs 
and WPPs more difficult to manage. 
http://www.agr.state.tx.us 
http://feralhogs.tamu.edu/ 
 
The criteria that were used to select Plum 
Creek as a pilot watershed for WPP 
development were reviewed.  The criteria 
were sent to the WCSC members for 
comment, to potentially improve and 
refine this selection process of a 
watershed for WPP development. All 
comments are due by April 30, 2007, to 
ensure all will be addressed at the June 
WCSC meeting.  In September, the WCSC 
members will be asked to submit priority 
watersheds in their areas, which will then 
be run through the spreadsheet, and then 
in December, the next watershed will be 
selected. 
 
For more information on the WCSC, 
including meeting handouts and 
summaries, please visit: 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp 
 

Prescribed Burning 
Benefits for Water Quality 
Brian Koch, Regional Watershed Coordinator, 
TSSWCB, Wharton Regional Office, Wharton, Texas 
bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
 
Fire has been a part of the ecological 
history of Texas, long before its current 
use as a grazing and range management 
tool.  Native peoples used fire to aid in 
hunting efforts and the natural occurrence 
of fire shaped many of the diverse 
ecosystems across the state. 
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Rangeland before prescribed burn in Victoria 
County; photo by Brian Koch 
 
The benefits of prescribed fire are well 
known among landowners who use this 
effective tool; including increased 
production and availability of forage and 
browse, suppression of most brush and 
cacti species, control of selected forbs and 
grasses, removal of excess mulch and 
debris, and improved nutrient cycling. 
   
Let us take a closer look at the selected 
benefits, and at the same time think of 
water quality. 
 
Increased production and availability 
of Forage and Browse  
Increasing the available forage and 
browse has several benefits to water 
quality.  Prescribed burning in many cases 
targets native rangeland and plants that 
are adapted to the sometimes harsh 
climate in different areas of Texas.  These 
plants are selected to use less water, and 
for the most part have deeper root 
systems which increases infiltration by 
channeling water though the soil, allowing 
nutrients and bacteria to be filtered by the 
roots and soil.  This process also benefits 
water availability in the soil and in 
groundwater, by decreasing runoff.  Above 
ground, the plant leaves filter out 
sediment and bacteria from runoff water 
that was not able to go through the soil. 
 
Suppression of most brush and cacti 
species 
The benefits of removing brush and cacti 
include increased forage production and 
increased water savings. The lowered 

amount of canopy from brush allows 
sunlight to reach plants that are suited for 
grazing and wildlife, and allows more area 
for these plants for nutrient uptake, and 
filtering of sediment and bacteria.  Also, 
there are less “water loving” brush 
species, such as mesquite and juniper 
which allows higher water availability in 
the soil and groundwater, and eventually 
in streams. 
 
Control of selected forbs and grasses 
Controlling selected forbs and grasses 
with fire benefits the existing plant 
community.  This is done by decreasing 
invasive plants which grow faster and 
have shallower root systems, which 
decrease water infiltration and increase 
water runoff, allowing more sediment, 
bacteria, and nutrients into streams. 
 
Removal of excess mulch and debris 
Removing excess mulch and debris from 
the ground, decreases the amount that 
could be washed into streams, creating 
oxygen demand for the decaying material, 
and reducing dissolved oxygen for aquatic 
life. 

 
Rangeland being burned; photo by Brian Koch 
 
Improved nutrient cycling 
The benefit of improved nutrient cycling 
by range plants probably has the most 
obvious connection to water quality.  With 
more nutrients being taken in by range 
plants, the less runs off to the stream, 
limiting the “buffet” for algae blooms that 
decrease dissolved oxygen. 
 
Prescribed burning has many benefits to 
rangeland, wildlife, and water quality.  
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With these many benefits, there are many 
dangers associated with it, including loss 
of property, damage to property and even 
loss of life. 
 

 
Rangeland immediately after a burn; photo by 
Brian Koch 
 
   
Before conducting a burn, there are a few 
guidelines that need to be followed.  First, 
contact your local USDA NRCS office for 
help with planning the fire and appropriate 
times to burn; certain offices also have 
tools and materials necessary for 
conducting burns.  Also, contact your local 
authorities, including fire department and 
sheriff’s department with all of the details 
concerning the fire. 
  

 
Rangeland approximately 3 weeks after 
prescribed fire; photo by Brian Koch 
 
For more information, resources, and 
regulations on prescribed burning, please 
visit the following links: 

 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/
pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_0196.pdf 
 
http://www.ranchmanagement.org 
 
http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/pub
lic/IA/N338_06-2002.pdf 
 
http://www.agr.state.tx.us/agr/program_r
ender/0,1987,1848_5538_0_0,00.html?ch
annelId=5538 
 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/
legal/rules/rules/pdflib/111b.pdf 
 

Update from the Plum 
Creek Watershed 
Partnership 
Nikki Dictson, Extension Program Specialist, Texas 
Cooperative Extension, College Station, Texas,  
n-dictson@tamu.edu  
 
The Plum Creek Watershed Partnership 
(PCWP) has been working hard on the 
issues in the watershed and developing 
the Watershed Protection Plan (WPP). 
During the month of February, the 
partnership was sent the first draft of the 
initial sections of the WPP to review and 
comment on. These comments and 
suggestions will be used to guide the 
continued work on plan.  The draft WPP 
will continue to be updated as additional 
sections are drafted and as comments are 
incorporated. The draft WPP can be 
downloaded from the website at 
http://pcwp.tamu.edu/ and is open to 
comment by the public. Matt Berg with 
Texas Cooperative Extension is leading 
the effort of writing the Plum Creek WPP.  
Please feel free to email comments to 
Matt Berg at: MBerg@ag.tamu.edu or fax 
them to 979-845-0604. 
 
The sixth PCWP Steering Committee 
Meeting was held in Lockhart on March 8. 
Presentations at the meeting included: 
Goals of the meeting by Mark McFarland; 
New Results of Load Duration Curves 
(LDCs) and Load Reduction Estimates by 
Dr. Meghna Babbar-Sebens, Texas A&M 
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University (TAMU) Biological and 
Agricultural Engineering (BAEN) 
Department. Initial results were presented 
at the December Steering Committee 
meeting where comments and suggestions 
were made including removing the 7Q2 
flow data and taking into account urban 
runoff beyond dog waste. These 
comments and suggestions have been 
addressed and changed the numbers 
slightly in these new results. The new LDC 
and SELECT results to meet water quality 
standards for E. coli include: a 64.7% 
reduction at Uhland, 15% at Lockhart, and 
40.9% at Luling were needed during 
periods of high flow. 
 

 
Load Duration Curve for E. coli using data from 
GBRA’s monitoring station near Uhland with 
the 7Q2 flows removed. 
 
Presentations also included several agency 
updates from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency by Brad Lamb, Texas 
State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
by Aaron Wendt, and Texas Commission 
of Environmental Quality by Arthur Talley. 
  
A Review of Pollutant Source Evaluation 
Data and New Results for Urban Runoff 
was presented by Mark McFarland and Dr. 
Karthi Karthikeyan of TAMU BAEN 
Department. The impervious cover was 
calculated to incorporate urban runoff 
from the three major urbanized areas: 
Kyle (5,597 acres – 38% impervious 
cover), Lockhart (7,212 acres – 27%), 
and Luling (2,123 acres – 38%). The 
Urban Runoff was calculated from a study 
completed by PBS&J, assuming 2004 
rainfall depth (this correlates to the land 
use calculated based on 2004 imagery). A 
runoff coefficient (RV) of 1 was assumed, 
or 100% of the urban contribution would 

enter the stream. The dog contribution 
was subtracted from the urban runoff, in 
order to reflect the non-dog urban runoff 
contribution.  
 
 
 
 

  
SELECT results showing Relative Potential 
Loadings from Urban Stormwater Runoff in the 
subwatersheds for Kyle, Lockhart and Luling.  
 
This allows a direct comparison with other 
SELECT components, with the assumption 
that 100% of all other sources will enter 
the stream. 
 

 
Plum Creek near Uhland, in Hays County; photo 
by Brian Koch 
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SELECT results showing Total Average Daily 
Potential E. coli loads for all sources in each 
subwatershed in Plum Creek. 
 
The meeting ended with a Discussion of 
Comments to the Draft Plum Creek 
Watershed Protection Plan by Matt Berg; 
and Logo Selection by the Steering 
Committee by Nikki Dictson. 

 
Plum Creek Watershed Partnership logo as 
chosen by the stakeholders 
 
Following the meeting of the Plum Creek 
Steering Committee, a driving tour of the 
watershed was held on March 9 to 
reacquaint key agency partners with the 
landscape and offer an on-the-ground 
perspective to those unfamiliar with the 
project. Representatives from the EPA 
Region 6, Guadalupe-Blanco River 
Authority, Plum Creek Conservation 
District, TCEQ, Texas Cooperative 

Extension, and TSSWCB were present. 
The focus of the tour was on the diverse 
land uses of the watershed and the 
different water quality issues that result 
from both urban and rural activities. 

 
Tour participants at the Plum Creek Subdivision 
in Kyle; photo by Brian Koch 
 
Stops included: a rapidly growing 
subdivision in Kyle and neighboring flood 
control structure, a routine water quality 
monitoring station, Lockhart State Park, 
and a stream crossing on Clear Fork 
adjacent to grazed pasture and oilfields. 
Discussion at stops and en route provided 
dialogue on outreach and regulatory 
aspects of the project.  

 

PCWP Meetings in April 
 

Outreach and Education Workgroup 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Luling Foundation Farm Office, Luling 
 
Agricultural NPS Workgroup 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Caldwell County Annex, Lockhart 
 
Urban Stormwater and NPS Workgroup 
Thursday, April 12, 2006 
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
New Kyle City Hall, Kyle 
 
Wastewater and Industry Workgroup 
Thursday, April 12, 2006 
2:30 PM - 5:00 PM 
New Kyle City Hall, Kyle 
 
Water Quality and Habitat Workgroup 
Wednesday, April 26, 2006 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Polonia WSC Office, Lockhart 

Total Average Daily Potential 
E. coli Load – All Sources 
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Upcoming Water Quality 
Meetings and Announcements 
 
April 5; Sabine River Authority Clean 
Rivers Program Steering Committee 
Meeting 11am-1pm (Orange) 
http://www.sra.dst.tx.us 
 
April 5; Meeting of the Houston Ship 
Channel Dioxin TMDL Stakeholder Group 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/w
ater/tmdl/26-houston_group.html 
 
April 11; Meeting to receive public 
comments on the proposed Mid Cibolo 
Creek: A TMDL Project for Dissolved 
Oxygen All comments must be received by 
5:00 p.m. on April 30, 2007 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/w
ater/tmdl/31-midcibolo.html 
 
April 12; Angelina-Neches River Authority 
Clean Rivers Program Meeting; 
Nacogdoches 
http://www.anra.org/ 
 
April 19; Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership Meeting 5:30-7:30pm 
(Dickinson) 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org 
 
April 26; Trinity River Authority Clean 
Rivers Program Meeting (Dallas) 
http://www.trinityra.org/ 
 

Contact Information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The TCEQ requests comment on its 
proposed draft of Seventeen Total 
Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria, 
Dissolved Oxygen, and pH in Adams 
Bayou, Cow Bayou, and Their Tributaries, 
for Segments 0508, 0508A, 0508B, 0508C, 
0511, 0511A, 0511B, 0511C, and 0511E 
All comments must be received by 5:00 
p.m. on April 9.   
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/w
ater/tmdl/37-orangecounty.html 
 
The TCEQ requests comment on its 
proposed draft of Three TMDLs for 
Bacteria in the San Antonio Area, 
Segments 1910, 1910A, and 1911.   All 
comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on April 23 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementation/w
ater/tmdl/34-uppersanantoniobac.html 
 
April 15-22; National Environment 
Education Week 
 
April 29-May 6; National Association of 
Conservation Districts Stewardship Week 
 
May 1-3; Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality Environmental 
Trade Fair and Conference 
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assistance/events/
etfc/etf.html 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Koch 
Regional Watershed Coordinator 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board 
Wharton Regional Office 
 
1120 Hodges Lane 
Wharton, TX 77488 
Phone: 979-532-9496 
Fax: 979-532-8765 
E-mail: bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Nikki Dictson 
Extension Program Specialist 
Texas Cooperative Extension 
Texas Watershed Steward Program 
 
355A Heep Building, 2474 TAMU 
College Station, TX  77843-2474 
Phone: 979-458-3478 
Fax: 979-845-0604 
E-mail: n-dictson@tamu.edu 
http://watershedsteward.tamu.edu/  

This newsletter is published for the benfit of entities with water quality management responsibilites in Southeast and South 
Central Texas.  Its purpose is to inform readers and highlight watershed activities taking place thoughout the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board Wharton Regional Office service area. 
 
This newsletter is made possible through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act §319(h) grant 
administered by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board and the Texas Cooperative Extension prohibit discrimination in all of 
its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 
marital or family status 
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Brian Koch 
Regional Watershed Coordinator 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Wharton Regional Office 
 
1120 Hodges Lane 
Wharton, TX 77488 
Phone: 979-532-9496 
Fax: 979-532-8765 
E-mail: bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Nikki Dictson 
Extension Program Specialist 
Texas Cooperative Extension 
Texas Watershed Steward Program 
 
355A Heep Building, 2474 TAMU 
College Station, TX  77843-2474 
Phone: 979-458-3478 
Fax: 979-845-0604 
E-mail: n-dictson@tamu.edu 
http://watershedsteward.tamu.edu/  

This newsletter is published for the benfit of entities with water quality management responsibilites in Southeast and South 
Central Texas.  Its purpose is to inform readers and highlight watershed activities taking place thoughout the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board Wharton Regional Office service area. 
 
This newsletter is made possible through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act §319(h) grant 
administered by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board and the Texas Cooperative Extension prohibit discrimination in all of 
its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 
marital or family status 
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In this Issue: 

• Update from the Regional Watershed Coordinator 
• Gray Water Alternative for Sub-irrigating Landscape Plants 
• Update for the Upper San Antonio River Watershed Protection Plan 
• The Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership:  A New Beginning, an Old Problem 
• TCEQ Announces Partnership Grants Available for Projects in Houston/Galveston Area 

 
 
Update from the Regional 
Watershed Coordinator 
Brian Koch, Regional Watershed Coordinator, 
TSSWCB, Wharton Regional Office, Wharton, Texas 
bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
 
Hello, and welcome to the July issue of 
the newsletter.  We are wrapping up 
another couple of busy months of 
activities across the region. 
 
The TSSWCB Wharton Regional Watershed 
Coordination Steering Committee (WCSC) 
met in Columbus on June 7. 
 
Chandra Eggemeyer from the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) gave a presentation on their 
Supplemental Environmental Projects 

(SEP) funding.  SEPs 
can be described as 

environmental 
enhancement 

projects that are 
used to offset fines 
in enforcement 
matters.  Through an 
SEP, a respondent in 

an enforcement matter can choose to 
invest penalty dollars in improving the 
environment, rather than paying into the 
Texas General Revenue Fund.  The 
purpose of an SEP is to: prevent pollution, 
reduce the amount of pollutants reaching 
the environment, contribute to the public  

 
awareness of environmental matters, and 
enhance the quality of the environment. 
 
The three key criteria for grant approval 
include; being environmentally beneficial, 
done as a result of a settlement in an 
enforcement action, and to go beyond 
compliance requirements of a violator.  
Other factors include: state, regional, and 
community environmental priorities, same 
media as the violation (air, water, or 
waste) and be in or near the community in 
which the violation occurred. 
 

 
Capping abandoned water wells can be funded 
through an SEP; TCEQ photo 
 
SEPs may not bring the violator into 
compliance or correct the violation, 
remediate any environmental harm 
caused by the respondent, or benefit the 
respondent financially or economically.  
Additionally, it cannot be a pre-planned or 
pre-budgeted project and cannot take 

WCSC Meeting           
     Schedule 
 
September 6, 2007 
 
December 6, 2007 
 
March 8, 2008 
 
June 6, 2008 
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place at the site of the violation.  Types of 
SEPs include: pre-approved, which are 
existing SEPs that the respondent can 
choose, or a custom SEP, where the 
respondent submits their own idea for a 
project to benefit their local community.  
 
Some SEP ideas include: plugging 
abandoned water wells, wastewater 
treatment assistance, abandoned tire 
cleanups, cleanup of unauthorized trash 
dumps, Household Hazardous Waste 
Cleanups, plus many other ideas.   
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/legal/sep/ind
ex.html 
 
Miles Hall, from the Sabine River Authority 
provided an overview of the Adams and 
Cow Bayous TMDLs for bacteria, DO, and 
pH.  A brief history and overview of both 
watersheds was given.  The Cow Bayou 
watershed is 194 square miles, and begins 
in Jasper County, and runs through the 
middle of Orange County to its confluence 
with the Sabine River. 
 

 
Map of the watersheds of Adams and Cow 
Bayous in Orange County; Sabine River 
Authority 
 
Most of Cow Bayou below IH-10 was 
channelized in the 1940’s to serve the 

growing industries in the area.  Adams 
Bayou watershed is 51 square miles, and 
is contained mostly in Orange County.  
Both watersheds above IH-10 are 
dominated by rural areas and below IH-10 
by urban areas and permitted wastewater 
dischargers. 
 
In 2003 a Stakeholder Advisory Group and 
a Technical Advisory Group were formed 
to help develop 17 TMDLs on Adams and 
Cow Bayous and their tributaries.  
Through the TMDL study, it was 
determined that for some waterbodies in 
the Adams Bayou watershed , as much as 
a 60% load reduction in cBOD and NH3N is 
needed to meet the standard for DO, and 
as much as an 83% reduction is needed to 
meet the bacteria standard.  For some 
waterbodies in the Cow Bayou watershed, 
as much as a 69% reduction in cBOD and 
NH3N is required to meet the DO 
standard, and as much as an 83% 
reduction is needed to meet the bacteria 
standard. 

 
Cow Bayou near Orangefield, notice how the 
bayou has been channelized; Sabine River 
Authority photo 
 
The major pollution sources identified in 
both waterbodies included: failing septics, 
pastureland, permitted dischargers (BOD 
only), and urban NPS.  Work on an 
Implementation Plan with major 
stakeholder involvement has begun, with 
components such as regional wastewater 
treatment and public education and 
awareness.  This TMDL has been adopted 
by TCEQ. 
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http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/implementati
on/water/tmdl/37-orangecounty.html 
Also at the June 7 meeting, the criteria 
that were used to select Plum Creek as a 
pilot watershed for WPP development in 
the TSSWCB Wharton regional service 
area were reviewed.  The review included 
the parameters updated with more current 
information, and comments that were 
received.  The next WCSC meeting will be 
Thursday, September 6, 2007 at 10:00 
a.m. in Columbus. 
 
The Galveston Bay Council held their 
quarterly meeting in Houston on July 25.  
A presentation was given on the Clean 
Texas Marinas Program.  In 2000, Texas 
Sea Grant, TCEQ, and GBEP used grant 
money from NOAA and the GLO to reduce 
pollution from boats in marinas.  Since 
2000, 61 marinas were certified as Clean 
Marinas, and 41 have pledged to be Clean 
Marinas statewide. The other presentation 
was on the East Bay Restoration Project 
where Galveston Bay Foundation is 
working to restore shoreline and adjacent 
marsh along the Anahuac National Wildlife 
Refuge shoreline.  During the roundtable 
discussion, updates on legislative action 
that could potentially affect the Galveston 
Bay Watershed were reported by the 
members.  http://www.gbep.state.tx.us/ 
 
On July 26, the Lavaca-Navidad River 
Authority Clean Rivers Program held their 
annual steering committee meeting in 
Edna.  An overview of the Clean Rivers 
Program was given, and the Basin 
Summary Report for LNRA was 
highlighted. 
 
The major water quality issues for the 
basin are nutrient enrichment concerns 
due to ammonia and total phosphorous in 
Lake Texana and its tributaries.  An 
update on the UAA for DO in the Upper 
Lavaca River was given, and it was noted 
flow dependent factors such as no flow 
and large pools in the summer months 
were contributing to the problem.  As a 
result, a standards revision for the upper 
29 miles of the Lavaca River will be 
recommended. 

 
Rocky Creek in Lavaca County south of 
Hallettsville; LNRA photo 
 
A second presentation was on Fish and 
Oyster Health in Lavaca Bay.  This 
presentation focused on oyster harvest 
and elements of water quality, such as 
bacteria and red tide that can affect the 
harvest of oysters.  http://www.lnra.org/ 
 
For more information on the WCSC, 
including meeting summaries and 
presentations, and past issues of this 
newsletter please visit: 
www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/cwp 
 
Gray Water Alternative for Sub-
irrigating Landscape Plants 
Edith Chenault, Texas Cooperative Extension, 
EChenaul@ag.tamu.edu 
Dr. Bruce Lesikar, Texas Cooperative Extension, 
BLesikar@ag.tamu.edu 
 
When the weather turns dry, Texans may 
start thinking about the best ways to 
avoid high water bills and still maintain 
their landscaping. 
 
Gray water may be one option, said Dr. 
Bruce Lesikar, Texas Cooperative 
Extension agricultural engineer. 
  
Gray water is the water that has passed 
through showers, sinks, bathtubs or 
washing machines, Lesikar said. It makes 
up about half of the water used in the 
home and normally passes into on-site 
wastewater treatment systems or city 
sewer systems.  
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"The typical resident will have about 30 
gallons per person per day," he said. 
  
"Gray water is a source (of water) that's 
already paid for, and you can use it in 
your landscape," he added.  
 
It is different from black water that comes 
from the toilet or kitchen sink. Black water 
has the potential to have many solids and 
therefore cannot be used on landscapes 
without treatment, he said.  Gray water is 
not without risk, though. 
 
"It does come into contact with the human 
body so there is a risk for having organic 
matter as well as pathogens," Lesikar 
said. "So it needs to be used safely and 
wisely." 
 
Gray water may contain high 
concentrations of sodium and phosphorus 
from soaps, detergents and cleaning 
products. If not leached out, these can 
build up, harming soil health, he said. 
 
State regulations affect how gray water 
systems may be installed and used, 
Lesikar said. A typical gray water system 
consists of a diversion valve to direct gray 
water to the reuse system, a tank to 
separate solids, an effluent screen to trap 
solids before they leave the tank, an 
overflow pipe with two black water valves 
going to the onsite wastewater treatment 
system or municipal sewer, and a 
distribution system delivering gray water 
to the plants. The pipe for distributing the 
water must be purple to designate that it 
is reclaimed wastewater. 
 
A gray water system must be used to 
avoid ponding or build-up of water on the 
ground surface, he said. Ponding may 
cause nutrients and salts to build up in 
one place in the yard, or it may attract 
nuisances like insects. Plus, if pets play or 
roll in wet areas, they could bring 
wastewater back into the house. 
 
"Because there is the potential risk in 
ponded water, pets may be exposed to 
pathogens," he said. 

Typically, gray water systems that are 
whole-house systems are completed at 
the time the house are built. 
 
"If you are planning on a gray water 
system, you have to start by planning 
early," he said. "Houses that are on blocks 
or above the ground do have the ability to 
be re-plumbed to separate gray water for 
use. For houses that are on slabs, it is 
more difficult to separate the sources once 
the house is built." 
 
If washing machines or other sources are 
on exterior walls, however, homeowners 
can plumb through the wall and access 
that water, he said.  However, the gray-
water tank must be able to overflow 
through two black water valves to the on-
site wastewater treatment system or 
municipal sewer to be in compliance with 
state regulations. 
 
Gray water systems may be used on all 
soil types. However, sites with heavy clays 
will not easily accept water and will tend 
to be wet during winter months, Lesikar 
said. In that case, have a diversion valve 
at the beginning of the system. This 
allows the gray water to be diverted to 
either onsite wastewater treatment 
systems or city sewers if needed or if 
conducting maintenance on the system. 
 
Like almost everything else, gray water 
systems do need routine maintenance, 
and the solids will have to be removed 
from the tank periodically, he said.  Wear 
gloves when working on systems to 
protect against pathogens, Lesikar 
cautioned. The diversion valve, though not 
required by state regulations, will allow 
water to be diverted into black water 
systems and reduce exposure to 
pathogens. 
 
Tanks and rigid purple pipe may be 
purchased at plumbing supply stores, he 
said. However, flexible pipe may have to 
be painted purple, he said. 
 
 

Attachment Section Page 1331



 5 

Update from the Upper San 
Antonio River Watershed 
Protection Plan 
Steve Lusk, San Antonio River Authority, San 
Antonio, Texas stevelusk@sara-tx.org 
 
Since the acceptance of the Upper San 
Antonio River Watershed Protection Plan 
(WPP) by the TCEQ in January 2007, the 
City of San Antonio and the San Antonio 
Water System (SAWS) has moved forward 
to implement Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) identified in the WPP to reduce 
bacterial concentrations in the River. 
 
One of the sources of bacteria identified in 
the WPP, a bat colony under the Houston 
Street Bridge over the River in the 
downtown area, was addressed in March. 
The City waited till the bats were gone 
and sealed the bridge. Since that time the 
bat guano and associated smell has 
disappeared from the area. 
 

 
Houston Street Bridge Where Bat Colony Was 
Identified; SARA photo 
 
The City has selected a consultant to 
design and build the ultraviolet (UV) 
disinfection system, another BMP 
identified in the WPP, to address the 
bacterial loading coming from the San 
Antonio Zoo. This system, when online, is 
expected to dramatically reduce the 
bacterial concentration in the River from 
the zoo through the downtown area. 
 

 
Example of Low Pressure Ultraviolet 
Disinfection Facility; SARA photo 
 
Another BMP was addressed in January 
when the City drained the River Loop 
portion of the River. Numerous pipes and 
drains that may discharge to the Loop 
were inspected using remote cameras and 
several pipes were sealed. 
 

 
San Antonio River Downtown – Drained; SARA 
photo 
 
SAWS has completed the construction of a 
sewer main in a low income area near the 
San Antonio River where 117 homes were 
found to be on private septic systems of 
various types. SAWS is currently in the 
process of making connections to these 
homes through a grant program. 
http://www.sara-
tx.org/site/water_quality/water_qual_mon
/Projects_and_Studies.html#Anchor-
WATERSHE-48985 
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The Dickinson Bayou 
Watershed Partnership:   
A New Beginning, an Old 
Problem 
Bud Solmonsson, Watershed Program Manager, 
Texas Sea Grant, Houston, Texas 
bsolmonsson@tamu.edu 
 
Dickinson Bayou is on State’s 303(d) List 
of Impaired Waters low dissolved oxygen 
and high bacteria levels. 
 

 
Dickinson Bayou Watershed; Texas Sea Grant 
 
To address these concerns, a partnership 
was formed between various government 
agencies to conduct an analysis to 
determine why the bayou did not support 
its aquatic life and contact recreation 
uses. 
 
Profiled water quality data was collected in 
the field while water samples were 
collected at sonde depths.  After 
laboratory analysis was completed, sonde, 
field and laboratory data was compiled 
into meaningful graphs and tables which 
were interpreted to form generalized 
conclusions about Dickinson Bayou. Major 
findings of the study confirmed that 
Dickinson Bayou’s low dissolved oxygen 
levels are influenced by salinity, ambient 
temperature, and rainfall as well as algal 
blooms and organic loading. 
 
As a result of this study and other 
independent investigations, concern was 
on the rise with government agencies, 
municipalities, and local citizens.  The 
TCEQ, the Galveston Bay Estuary 
Program, and other entities were already 

involved and interested in finding ways to 
bring the bayou to a healthier state. 
 
The Texas Coastal Watershed Program 
was an obvious choice to help facilitate 
this process as it is a non-regulatory 
entity and a part of Texas Cooperative 
Extension and Texas Sea Grant.  The 
Texas Coastal Watershed Program had the 
necessary experience and had already 
been in the watershed, wetland, and 
water quality business for some time. 
 
It was soon thereafter that the Texas 
Coastal Watershed Program applied for 
several grants to help facilitate the 
Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership.  
The first step was to hire a Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Coordinator to take the 
lead in this process. 
 

 
Stormwater runoff into Gum Bayou, a tributary 
of Dickinson Bayou; photo by Texas Sea Grant 
 
This Partnership started in 2005 and 
immediately grew upward to one-hundred 
interested stakeholders.  Meetings were 
held and committees were formed.  After 
months and months of many hours of 
meetings, a Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership was solidly formed with a 
committed group of people representing 
government, education, industry, 
business, citizens and other local 
stakeholders. 
 
Today, the Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Partnership is coordinated by Watershed 
Coordinator, Bud Solmonsson.  They have 
six committees/workgroups: water 
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quality, land use, flood and stormwater, 
habitat, recreation, and education and 
outreach. 
 
The Workgroups meet on a monthly basis 
and the Partnership meets on a bi-annual 
basis.  The Partnership expects to have a 
final draft of the Dickinson Bayou 
Watershed Protection Plan by summer of 
2008.  For further information on the 
Dickinson Bayou Watershed Partnership 
please call (281) 218-6340. 
http://www.dickinsonbayou.org/ 
 

Partnership Grants 
Available for Projects in 
Houston/Galveston Area 
 
The TCEQ requests proposals and 
applications for projects to implement on-
the-ground water quality improvement 
projects in the Houston/Galveston area 
under a federal/state partnership grant. 
Applicants should propose projects that 
have a high probability of achieving 
quantifiable improvements in water 
quality conditions. 
 
The due date for applications is October 
23, 2007. The TCEQ will hold a public 
workshop for applicants at the Houston-
Galveston Area Council offices on 
September 6, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. 
 
The TCEQ expects to award a total of $4 
to $5 million for two to ten grant contracts 
that will be funded in federal fiscal years 
2008 and 2009. To be eligible, projects 
must be implemented in one or more of 
the following counties: Harris, Galveston, 
Chambers, Brazoria, Liberty, Fort Bend, 
and Montgomery. Proposed projects 
should address impairments to water 
quality due to nonpoint source pollution; 
however, in very limited cases, point 
source pollution controls may be eligible 
for funding. 
 
Go to http://esbd.tbpc.state.tx.us for 
more details and to download and 
application package. Search the 

bid/procurement opportunities by agency 
name (TCEQ) and/or Requisition Number 
582-7-80172. The title of the request is 
The Houston/Galveston Area Water 
Quality Improvement Partnership Grant. 
 
Upcoming Water Quality Meetings 
 
August 20, 2007 
Texas Watershed Coordinator 
Roundtable, 10am-3pm, Temple 
 
August 21, 2007 
Dickinson Bayou Watershed 
Committee Meeting, 11am-1pm, 
Dickinson 
 
Buffalo Bayou TMDL meeting, 4p-7p, 
Houston 
 
Atascosa River TMDL for Bacteria 
Meeting, 7-8:30pm, Pleasanton 
 
August 23, 2007 
San Antonio River Authority Clean 
River Program Meeting, 1-4pm, San 
Antonio 
 
Elm and Sandies Creeks TMDL for 
Bacteria and DO, 7-8:30pm, Cuero 
 
August 27-30 
15th National EPA Nonpoint Source 
Monitoring Conference, Austin 
 
August 28, 2007 
Plum Creek Watershed Tour for the 
15th National EPA Nonpoint Source 
Monitoring Conference 
 
September 6, 2007 
TSSWCB Wharton Regional Office 
Watershed Coordination Steering 
Committee Meeting, 10am-12pm, 
Columbus  
 
TCEQ Surface Water Quality Advisory 
Work Group meeting, 9am-4pm, 
Austin 
 
September 13, 2007 
Plum Creek WPP Steering Committee 
meeting, 6p-9p, Lockhart 
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Contact Information 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Koch 
Regional Watershed Coordinator 
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board  
Wharton Regional Office 
 
1120 Hodges Lane 
Wharton, TX 77488 
Phone: 979-532-9496 
Fax: 979-532-8765 
E-mail: bkoch@tsswcb.state.tx.us 
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us/ 

Nikki Dictson 
Extension Program Specialist 
Texas Cooperative Extension 
Texas Watershed Steward Program 
 
355A Heep Building, 2474 TAMU 
College Station, TX  77843-2474 
Phone: 979-458-3478 
Fax: 979-845-0604 
E-mail: n-dictson@tamu.edu 
http://watershedsteward.tamu.edu/  

This newsletter is published for the benfit of entities with water quality management responsibilites in Southeast and South 
Central Texas.  Its purpose is to inform readers and highlight watershed activities taking place thoughout the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board Wharton Regional Office service area. 
 
This newsletter is made possible through a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act §319(h) grant 
administered by the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board and the Texas Cooperative Extension prohibit discrimination in all of 
its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and 
marital or family status 
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