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Plum Creek WatershedPlum Creek Watershed
• Covers approximately 400 
square miles in Hays, Caldwell, 
and Travis counties.

• Drains into the San Marcos 
River.



Bacteria in Plum CreekBacteria in Plum Creek

•• Wallowing increases sedimentationWallowing increases sedimentation

•• Feces increases bacteria loads such              Feces increases bacteria loads such              
as as E. coliE. coli

•• Some stretches of Plum Creek do Some stretches of Plum Creek do 
not meet bacteria limits for recreationnot meet bacteria limits for recreation



Cooperating PartnersCooperating Partners

Texas AgriLife Texas AgriLife 
Extension ServiceExtension Service
Texas State Soil Texas State Soil 
and Water and Water 
Conservation BoardConservation Board
CitizensCitizens
State and regional State and regional 
agenciesagencies



History (U.S.)History (U.S.)

1539 1539 –– Hernando de Soto brought pigs Hernando de Soto brought pigs 
to Atlantic Coast of Floridato Atlantic Coast of Florida
1890 1890 –– Austin Corbin brought Russian Austin Corbin brought Russian 
boars into New Hampshireboars into New Hampshire



History (Texas)History (Texas)

Late 1600s Late 1600s -- 1700s Spanish 1700s Spanish 
missionaries brought in pigs.missionaries brought in pigs.
1830s 1830s –– Colonists abandoned homes Colonists abandoned homes 
during war with Mexico.during war with Mexico.
1920s 1920s –– 1930s Depression forced 1930s Depression forced 
farmers to leave their land for jobs in farmers to leave their land for jobs in 
cities.cities.



History (Wild boar in TX)History (Wild boar in TX)

1930s 1930s ––
Released/escaped Released/escaped 
in Aransas Co.in Aransas Co.
1939 1939 –– Released in Released in 
Calhoun Co.Calhoun Co.
1940 1940 –– Bexar Co. Bexar Co. 
released on ranch released on ranch 
and floods and floods 
destroyed fences.destroyed fences.



DistributionDistribution
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BiologyBiology

Generalist Generalist 
Omnivores Omnivores –– switch switch 
diet as food diet as food 
availability changes.availability changes.
Lack sweat glands Lack sweat glands ––
wallow, more active wallow, more active 
nocturnallynocturnally



Biology (cont.)Biology (cont.)

Have 4 continually growing incisors (tusks)Have 4 continually growing incisors (tusks)



Biology (cont.)Biology (cont.)

Boars have shield Boars have shield 
on shoulder that is on shoulder that is 
made of thickened made of thickened 
skin and tissue.skin and tissue.
–– Serves as protectionServes as protection



ReproductionReproduction

Avg. 1Avg. 1--2 litters/yr2 litters/yr
Avg. 4Avg. 4--6 6 
young/litteryoung/litter
Age: Age: 
–– < 1 yr ~ 4/litter< 1 yr ~ 4/litter
–– 11--2 yr ~ 5/litter2 yr ~ 5/litter
–– > 2 yr ~ 6/litter> 2 yr ~ 6/litter

http://www.wildlifemanagementpro.com/2008/05/27/texas-wild-hog-rules-aim-to-help-producers-and-hunters/



DiseaseDisease

PseudorabiesPseudorabies
–– Spread directly/indirectlySpread directly/indirectly
–– Causes abortions in sows, death in Causes abortions in sows, death in 

piglets, and flupiglets, and flu--like symptoms in older like symptoms in older 
animals.animals.



DiseaseDisease

Swine BrucellosisSwine Brucellosis
–– May appear healthy or show signMay appear healthy or show sign
–– Short term / permanent sterilityShort term / permanent sterility
–– Abortions / weak pigletsAbortions / weak piglets
–– LamenessLameness
–– Undulant fever in humansUndulant fever in humans



DiseaseDisease

AnthraxAnthrax
–– Caused by a bacteria in soils.Caused by a bacteria in soils.
–– Signs include: Staggering, trembling, Signs include: Staggering, trembling, 

convulsions, or bleeding from openings, convulsions, or bleeding from openings, 
followed by death.followed by death.



DiseaseDisease

Foot and Mouth DiseaseFoot and Mouth Disease
–– Caused by virusCaused by virus
–– Direct or indirect contactDirect or indirect contact
–– Foot lesions and high mortality of pigletsFoot lesions and high mortality of piglets



DamageDamage
Water Pollution Water Pollution 
CropsCrops
PasturePasture
FencesFences
LivestockLivestock



SignSign

TracksTracks



SignSign

ScatScat



SignSign

WallowsWallows



SignSign

RubsRubs



Control MethodsControl Methods

TrappingTrapping
HuntingHunting
SnaringSnaring
ExclusionsExclusions



TrappingTrapping

Trap location should be where trails converge Trap location should be where trails converge 
and be upwind of travel route.and be upwind of travel route.



TrappingTrapping

Always preAlways pre--baitbait
Bait types: Bait types: 
–– Soured cornSoured corn
–– Strawberry gelatin mixStrawberry gelatin mix
–– Livestock cubesLivestock cubes
–– CarrionCarrion
–– Many othersMany others



TrappingTrapping

Corral TrapCorral Trap



Corral Trap DesignsCorral Trap Designs



TrappingTrapping

Box trapBox trap



Trapping Trapping -- GatesGates



Trapping Trapping -- GatesGates



HuntingHunting

DogsDogs



HuntingHunting

TraditionalTraditional



HuntingHunting

AerialAerial



SnaringSnaring

1/8 or 3/32 inch cable1/8 or 3/32 inch cable
42 inches long or 42 inches long or 
longerlonger
locks made with angle locks made with angle 
iron or heavy duty iron or heavy duty 
washerswashers
Caution – Snares will 
also catch 
non-target species



ExclusionExclusion

NetwireNetwire
–– More costly and more permanentMore costly and more permanent

Electrified fenceElectrified fence
–– Less costly and can be used seasonallyLess costly and can be used seasonally



ToxicantsToxicants

None are currently None are currently 
legally registered legally registered 
for use in the U.S.for use in the U.S.



Domestication:
quarantined a

minimum of 150
days….Tested

negative four times
for pseudorabies

and swine brucellosis

Approved
holding facility

Slaughter

Movement 
of feral swine 
after capture

Direct
to 

slaughter

While waiting transport, can be held
in escape-proof pen on trailer up to 7 days

Feral Swine Regulations - Oct. 1, 2008
SOWS AND GILTS



New Feral Swine Regulations
Effective October 1, 2008

Why restrict sows and gilts?
Nearly 3 million feral swine in Texas—

more aren’t needed!

MORE FERAL SWINE = 
More chance of disease transmission

Domestication of sows and gilt is not encouraged.



Slaughter

Approved
holding 

facility

Authorized
hunting
preserve

Authorized
hunting
preserve

Feral Swine Regulations 
BOARS AND BARROWS

Movement 
of feral swine 
after capture

Direct
to 

slaughter

While waiting transport, can be held
in escape-proof pen on trailer up to 7 days



Approved holding facilities:
> 200 yards from domestic swine

No fee, but TAHC inspection required
Operator is to apply with TAHC

Records must be maintained on animals in/out of facility
“Escape” or release  is a violation of the rule



New Feral Swine Regulations
Effective October 1, 2008

Hunting preserve operators shall have TPWD 
“Hunting Lease License,”

keep records on animals in /out, identification,
maintain fences, and prohibit garbage feeding.

Provides for BOARS and BARROWS to be 
identified and moved to a hunting preserve 

with swine-proof fence.

Wild hogs hauled to slaughter DO NOT 
need to be individually identified.



How we can helpHow we can help

http://pcwp.tamu.edu/FeralHogs/http://pcwp.tamu.edu/FeralHogs/
Publication linksPublication links
–– Recognizing Feral Hog SignRecognizing Feral Hog Sign
–– Snaring Feral HogsSnaring Feral Hogs
–– Building a Feral Hog SnareBuilding a Feral Hog Snare
–– Placing and Baiting Feral Hog TrapsPlacing and Baiting Feral Hog Traps
–– Box Traps for Capturing Feral HogsBox Traps for Capturing Feral Hogs
–– Corral Traps for Capturing Feral HogsCorral Traps for Capturing Feral Hogs
–– Door Modifications for Feral Hog TrapsDoor Modifications for Feral Hog Traps

Site visits for landownersSite visits for landowners
Presentations for groups such as Presentations for groups such as WMAsWMAs



Landowner ReportLandowner Report

Landowner gives monthly report of:Landowner gives monthly report of:
–– Amount (dollars) and type of damageAmount (dollars) and type of damage
–– Control methods usedControl methods used
–– Number of animals removedNumber of animals removed



Landowner reportLandowner report



General Public ReportGeneral Public Report

Made more for incidental sightings/or Made more for incidental sightings/or 
for for nonlandownersnonlandowners
Report:Report:
–– LocationLocation
–– DateDate
–– Type of damageType of damage
–– Number of animals seenNumber of animals seen
–– Closest waterwayClosest waterway



General Public ReportGeneral Public Report



QuestionsQuestions


