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SWCDS in State District ___ to Elect Board Member

Soil and water conservation districts in State District One will elect a member to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) on Tuesday, May 1.  The election will be held at (time) in the (location)

State District One consists of 49 soil and water conservation districts in the Panhandle Plains region of Texas. Select for the above paragraphs what is appropriate for State Districts Three and Five. For Region Five the geographical region might be referenced as portions of the Blackland-Oak Woods Prairie-Edwards Plateau Region.  For Region Three the geographical region might be referenced as portions of the Gulf Coast and South Texas Plains. (State District 1 has 49 SWCDS), (State District 3 has 46 SWCDS), (State District 5 has 41 SWCDS)

The current TSSWCB member for State District One is (name of current TSSWCB board member).

“Since its beginning, the TSSWCB has been governed by five board members, elected by delegates from each of five regions of the state’s 217 soil and water conservation districts. However, with the enactment of S.B. 1828 by the 78th Legislature, two Governor appointees also serve on the TSSWCB to create a seven-member board,” added (name of district chair). 

“Elections occur annually at regional conventions and TSSWCB members serve two-year staggered terms.  Since this is an odd numbered year TSSWCB member elections are being held in State Districts One, Three, and Five,” said (last name of chairman).

Elected State Board members must be 18 years of age or older; hold title to farmland or ranchland; and be actively engaged in farming or ranching. The Governor appointees must be actively engaged in the business of farming, animal husbandry, or other business related to agriculture and wholly or partly owns or leases land used in connection with that business; and may not be a member of the board of directors of a conservation district.

The TSSWCB is responsible for numerous natural resource conservation efforts, the most prominent of which is serving as the lead state agency for the prevention, management, and abatement of nonpoint source pollution resulting from agricultural and forestry-related activities in Texas

“In short, the services and programs provided by the TSSWCB target rural Texas farmers and ranchers through soil and water conservation districts such as ours, but the results of 
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these services benefit all Texans. For example, soil and water conservation districts provide

technical assistance in cooperation with the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to assist agricultural producers implement voluntary conservation plans that best address the capabilities of the land they operate,” said (chairman of the district.)

“In addition to on site soil and water conservation benefits to a farmer or rancher, the public enjoys residual benefits which includes wildlife enhancement as well as the prevention of sediment, pesticides, nutrients, bacteria and other contaminants from impairing Texas waters,” added (name of the chairman).
The TSSWC B was organized in May 1939 and established its state headquarters in Temple, Texas in July of that year.

-end-

The ___________Soil and Water Conservation District grants permission for the use of this news as a free service to the news media.  Articles may be used either in their entirety or in part, provided that attribution remains.  You may print the stories or post on the Internet.

Note to SWCD boards:  The generalized quotes imbedded in this article are intended as suggestions only.  They are included to enhance local interest and to give a local source of authority and contact for the contents of the article.  Districts are encouraged to further modify this article to meet local needs. An electronic copy is located on the SWCD Resources webpage of the TSSWCB website.
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