FFA Leadership Development Program

2013 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest Theme

To prepare for the public speaking contest, stigdarg to consult with their Ag Science
teacher and use the Guidelines Packet accessilleedrexas State Soil and Water
Conservation Board’s website. The student is tseork with their soil and water
conservation district (SWCD) as a local resourgestatement signed by an SWCD
representative must be attachedhe submitted speech.

If the student needs help finding information omvio locate and contact their soil and
water conservation district, the Texas State Sull\&ater Conservation Board will be
happy to provide students with the name and addfets® SWCD that serves the local
school district.

This program is a partnership between the Texas BteAVocational Agriculture
Teachers Association of Texas, the Texas StateaBdiWater Conservation Board, and
the Association of Texas Soil and Water Consermdistricts.

For more information contact:

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
P.O. Box 658
Temple, TX 76503
(254) 773-2250 or 800-792-3485
http://www.tsswcb.state.tx.us




Three scholarships will be presented by the
Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation
Districts at the annual Texas FFA conventiOne
$3,000.00 scholarship will be awarded to the first
place contestantne $2,000.00 scholarship will be
awarded to the second place contestaniaed
$1,000.00 scholarship will be awarded to the third
place contestant at the convention.

Scholarship money must be used to defray costs of
a recipient’s education at a technical instituticoilege, or university of the recipient’s choice.
All scholarships will be awarded directly to a paldpeaking contest winner’s chosen technical
school, college, or university in the student’s eampon proof of registration as a full-time
student at the institution of higher learning.

Expense Paid Trips: The state first place scholarship winner ancbhiser advisor will
receive an expense paid trip under State of Teaasltguidelines to the annual meeting of
Texas Soil and Water Conservation District Diregtor he first place Soil Stewardship Public
Speaking Contest Winner is requiredpresent his or her state winning speech aatimeial
meeting of SWCD Directors.




To Access the Guidelines Paciket

. Click on the Texas State Soil & Water ConservaBoard’s website:
www.tsswch.state.tx.us

. On the left side of the home page, under ProgramkQunks click on “SWCD Information
& Education.”

. Click on “Soil & Water Stewardship Public Speakiigntest’and scroll down for the 2013
Program Guidelines Packet

To Get the Student Started

Using the prompt statements or questions notelerspeech outline on page six, the student is to
center his/her speech on the théiéhat Does Your Water Shed?The focus of the speech is to
demonstrate knowledge gained as a result of ras@ait personal consultation with the local soil
and water conservation district. It is furtheraemnended that the student consult the listed
resources that follow to gain a well rounded vidwhe theme topicOther resources may also be
consulted in addition to the listed references.

Recommended Resources for Speech Development

http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm

Surf Your Watershed-The student mafind his/herwatershedby accessing the above link.
Once the watershed is located, simply click orfitise link, “citizen-based groups at work in t
watershed,” to find a listing of organizations thet working to protect water quality. The
student mayvish to contact one of these groups to find ouualeteanups, monitoring activitie
restoration projects and other activities.

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/wgmp

This site presents an overview of what a waterityualanagement plan (WQMP) is, criteria of a
plan, and how it is developed through and apprdyesbil and water conservation districts for
agricultural or silvicultural lands. The purposeVdQMPs is to achieve a level of pollution
prevention or abatement determined by the TSSWEBomnsultation with local soil and water
conservation districts, to be consistent with stedéer quality standards.

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/wpp#planning

This website addresses watershed planning as ylolcaven mechanism for voluntarily
addressing complex water quality problems thatscrogltiple jurisdictions. The goal, as
presented, is to protect unimpaired water bod@® fpollution threats and restore impaired,
polluted water bodies. Watershed planning servestasl to better leverage the resources of
local governments, state and federal agenciesnandjovernmental organizations. The
planning process integrates activities and priggiimplementation projects based upon
technical merit and benefits to the community, potes a unified approach to seeking funding
for implementation, and creates a coordinated puammunication and education program.




This approach to watershed management recogniaesdlutions to water quality issues must
be socially acceptable, economically bearable las#d on environmental goals.

http://tws.tamu.edu/

The Texas Watershed Steward (TWS) program wastiedito provide science-based, watershed
education to help citizens identify and take actmaddress local water quality impairments.
Texas Watershed Stewards learn about the naturiaation of watersheds, potential
impairments, and strategies for watershed protectio

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/managementprogram/txwsp

All watersheds in Texas are threatened by nonpmintces (NPS) of pollution which are
detrimental to the valuable water resources obthte. To help combat this threat, federal and
state water resource management agencies haveeddoptatershed-scale approach for
managing water quality.

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds

This website presents a subset of Texas water $dluie are (or have been in the recent past)
listed on theTexas Water Quality Inventory and 303(d) List. This subset includes all of the
"concerns” or "impairments” in which tigtatewide Resource Management (SRM) grofuihe
TSSWCB has reason to believe may be caused byudigred and/or silvicultural nonpoint
source pollution to an extent which is sufficiemjustify expenditure of agency resources.

http://www.watershedcoalition.org/NWC%20Why%20Sh8aR0Federal%20Funds%20for%20
Watershed-Dec%202011.pdf

This resource presents reasons why federal furmlddbe appropriated for watershed
protection.

http://texaswatersheds.org/

The resource discusses the role of the Texas Assmtiof Watershed Sponsors (TAWS).
TAWS has been effective in influencing the futufeh® Small Watershed Protection Program in
Texas, has worked with the Texas Commission onrBnmental Quality in the development of
the current dam safety rules, and was instruméntalke initial approval and funding of the
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board'ed~ontrol Program. TAWS also works
closely with the National Watershed Coalition ontévshed issues at the national level.

http://www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wfpo/index.htm

The website presents an historical overview of Cesgjonal action to pass flood control acts in
1936, 1944, and 1954 and ultimately assigning mesipdity of the Watershed Protection and
Flood Prevention Program to the USDA Soil Conséova$ervice, now the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/

The website defines a watershed protection planR)dAd the benefits of such a plan. In
essence an explanation is presented relative to@ioated framework for implementing
prioritized and integrated water quality protectannd restoration strategies driven by
environmental objectives. Through the WPP proabssState of Texas encourages stakeholders




to holistically address all of the sources and eawd impairments and threats to both surface
and ground water resources within a watershed.

http://www.gptx.org/modules/ShowDocument.aspx?dasuim=5502

Water bodies within a watershed can be affecteshéyy types of nonpoint source pollution.
Recognizing these sources of pollution and mettadtheir control and prevention is critical.
This website explains the Texas Watershed Stewah5) program which is a partnership
between the Texas AgriLife Extension Service amdTtxas State Soil and Water Conservation
Board (TSSWCB). The purpose of the program isrtwide science-based, watershed
education to help citizens identify and take actmaddress local water quality impairments.

Specific Instructions: The speech must be betwesnand eight minutes in length.
For specific rules and requirements relating todhgtest, consult the Degree Check Guidelines.

Objective of Speech

The objectives of the speech are as follows:
1. The speaker should be able to define a watersladgbion
plan and the benefits of a plan.
2. The speaker should be able to explain how a
watershed protection plan serves as a tool t
better leverage the resources of local, state,
federal and non-governmental organizations.

. A historical overview on congressional
action to pass flood control acts should be
emphasized in the speech to include local
examples of a watershed protection program
in action.

. The speaker is expected to explain the Texas WeadiSteward program relative to how
state and federal agencies cooperate in a partpéosprovide science based information
to help citizens indentify and take action to addrecal water quality issues.

. The speaker is expected to explain how a wateitguahnagement plan implemented
on Texas farms and ranches connect to watershégcpom and improvement.




Introduction
IZ[ Introduce the theme “Where Does Your Water Shed?”

M Set the tone of the speech with some thought progajuote about the importance of
water resources.

Body of Speech

State some facts about why water management atecpam is a critical issue facing
Texas citizens today.

From interviews and discussion with local soil aveter conservation district personnel
(USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service pemipansoil and water conservation
district employee, or a conservation district diogcdiscuss ways in which the local
agricultural and urban communities are addressiatgmguality and quantity issues.

Discuss the Texas State Soil and Water ConservBtand’s water quality management
program and how it connects to a watershed protegiiogram.

Discuss why it is important for the public to kneway soil and water conservation
practices utilized on farms, ranches, and localroamities are beneficial to all citizens and
how these practices benefit local watersheds.

Conclusion

M what does the theme, “Where Does Your Water Shesfimto you?

* |tisnot required that the above questions be addressed in the speech as chronologically listed. The student has
the flexibility to rearrange the prompt questions in a manner that permits smooth delivery flow.




Soil and Water Conservation District
Consultation Affidavat

| certify that consulted with
the Soil andr\Zainservation District
in preparation for the 2013 Soil and Water StewkidBublic Speaking Contest.

(Student Signature) (Date)

(SWCD Representative Signature) (Date)

(This form should be submitted along with the speech.)




